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Firelands Spring  

District Conference 

 
 

 We will be doing the conference 

the same way as last year.  In the 

April Firelands Flame, we will be  

putting  the link for the ballots. 

There will be more information to 

come. 

Norwalk First UMC 

 

Saturday, April 24, 2021 

Starting at 9:00 



.  

Journeying Toward Wholeness: a Lenten Devotional from 
Bishop Tracy S. Malone 
 

I have created a Lenten scripture and reflection calendar for the East Ohio Conference. The 
theme is Journeying Toward Wholeness. 

I invite the clergy and laity of the East Ohio Conference to join me on a 40-day journey as we, 
together, grow deeper in our love for God through Jesus Christ and in love and action toward 
our neighbor. During this Lenten season, beginning with Ash Wednesday, we will take time to 
focus on the word for the day and read and reflect on scripture. Together we will observe and 
practice the disciplines of surrender, love, prayer, giving, serving and healing. I invite everyone 
to keep a journal of this faith experience as we listen and respond to the grace of God. 

“Don’t fret or worry. Instead of worrying, pray. Let petitions and praises shape your worries into 
prayers, letting God know your concerns. Before you know it, a sense of God’s wholeness, every-
thing coming together for good, will come and settle you down. It’s wonderful what happens 
when Christ displaces worry at the center of your life.” - Philippians 4:6-7 (The Message) 

View and print the Lenten devotional calendar. After opening the pdf, use the tools in 
the top right corner of the pdf window to print or download. 

 

https://www.eocumc.com/bishop/_pdf/2021LentenDevotionalCalendar.pdf
https://www.eocumc.com/bishop/_pdf/2021LentenDevotionalCalendar.pdf


Birthdays and  
Anniversaries 
3/2 George Shiltz 
3/5 Ron Spyker 
3/11 Jonathan Williams & Nicole Pickens 
3/13 Lori Douglas Weaver 
3/17 Josh Arrington 
3/28 John Grimm 

 
 

Dates & Deadlines 
 
Mar. 9-11 Doug @ Cabinet 
Mar 31  Audits Due 
  
 

 
Audits Due 3/31/21 

 
Spring Conference  

April 24, 2021 
 

Annual Conference  
June 16-19, 2021 

 
 

 

Although the holiday originally started as a 
Christian feast day celebrating the life of St. Pat-
rick and the spreading of Christianity to Ireland, 
today, it is a day of revelry and a celebration of 

all things Irish.  
 

A Young St. Patrick Finds God 

The man who would eventually become St. Patrick was 
born in Britain (part of the Roman Empire at the time) 
as Maewyn Succat in the late 4th century. His family 
was Christian, but it’s said that Maewyn himself was 
an atheist throughout his childhood. 

That would change at age 16 (around A.D. 400), when 
Maewyn was kidnapped from his home on the west 

coast of Britain by Irish pirates, who proceeded to car-
ry him off to Ireland and force him to work as a shep-

herd herding sheep. After six years, he escaped his 
captors, walking nearly 200 miles through the Irish 
landscape and convincing a ship to carry him with 

them back to Britain. This harrowing experience cer-
tainly had an effect on Maewyn, who was convinced it 

was the Lord who protected him and delivered him 
safely home. 

ST. PATRICK'S DAY 
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 17, 2021 

 

DON’T FORGET TO WEAR GREEN 



2021 Summer Camp Programs 
Dear Campers, Staff members and Families!  
 
As a new year begins we hope you are safe and well.  
The East Ohio Camps leadership team has been praying, seeking counsel, and working dili-
gently on what move to make about summer camp in 2021. After much prayer, consultation, 
and creative thinking we have decided to move forward with our plans for Summer Camp pro-
grams in 2021 at Aldersgate, Asbury and Wanake. 
Summer 2021 registration begins online January 29, 2021. Our camp capacity will be reduced 
this summer due to COVID-19 recommendations. We suggest you register as soon as you are 
ready to save a spot.  
 
This summer, kids need the opportunity to be outside in God’s creation, connecting with each 
other in safe ways, building a relationship with God, and having fun. We firmly believe that 
camp and retreat ministry is one of the best ways to make and mature disciples of Jesus Christ 
for the transformation of the world. We are excited to bring Summer Camp 2021 to life. 
Camp leaders are adaptive. In light of COVID-19 we are ready to change the way we do 
things. We are working closely with recommendations from the Ohio Department of Health 
and with our local public health departments. We are diligently preparing a program that 
meets our vision of sharing God’s love and having fun, while managing the challenges that 
COVID-19 brings. We’ve been working on our communicable disease plans. We’ve modified 
camp activities and procedures. We’ve learned how to clean in ways that thoroughly disinfect 
our facilities and our camp equipment. 
  
For sure camp will look different this summer. We’ll be wearing masks when needed, sticking 
with our small groups, keeping our distance from each other, and minimizing activities that 
gather us in large groups. This summer our focus will be on people more than ever.  Keeping 
campers and staff safe is our highest priority. A distinct advantage to camp is that most activi-
ties can be outdoors. 
We understand the challenges, stresses and decisions that families face right now are difficult. 
Your decision to send your child to camp or to not send your child to camp this summer will 
not be easy. 
 
We don’t have all the answers at this moment, but we are moving forward. As there are chang-
es before the summer gets here, we will keep you informed. It’s good news that right now ef-
fective vaccines are  being distributed. There is light at the end of the tunnel. 
We are grateful for your continuing support. You have been generous with your gifts. We ask 
for your prayers for East Ohio Camp and Retreat Ministries. We will continue to pray for you 
and your families. In these hard times we can all depend on a God who is with us always and 
whose love is steadfast. Until we see you face to face, we pray God’s Peace and Blessings on 
you and your family! 
 
We can’t wait to see you at Summer Camp 2021! 
 
Rev. Gary Jones, Director of Camp and Retreat Ministries 
Dan Bajc, Director of Camp Aldersgate 
Rev. Bill Graham, Director of Camp Asbury 
Julie Lautt, Director of Wanake Camp and Retreat Center 
Rev. Beth Wildterdink, Chairperson of the Board of Camp and Retreat Ministries 



2021 Camperships 
     This program is designed to give financial aid to our district youth so they may attend a United 
Methodist Summer Camp. Our goal is to provide assistance to as many youth as possible. This         
confidential application is to be completed by the parent/guardian who is an active member of a     
Firelands District Church and submitted by the pastor. You will be notified as to the amount awarded. 
Amount of financial aid is based on the number of applicants, available funds, and family needs. A 
check will be sent to the East Ohio Camps office to apply towards the child’s registration. 

 
Name: __________________________________________ Age: ______ Grade (Fall of 2020): ______ 
 
Address: ___________________________________ City: _____________________ Zip: __________ 
 
Parent/Guardian: _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone: ________________________ Email: ______________________________________________ 
 
Camp Attending: _________________________________  Event #: ___________________________  
 
Name of Event: ___________________________________ Dates: ____________________________  
 
Pastor’s Signature: _______________________________________________ Date: _______________ 
 
To be completed by the Pastor... 

Amount provided by local church: ___________   Additional hardship assistance requested: Yes  No 

Due: April 26, 2021 
Return Completed Form To: 

Firelands District UMC 

3 Stower Lane, Unit 5  • Norwalk, OH 44857 

419-668-6115 • firelandsdistrict@gmail.com 



 
 
440.328.5832. We are also a current EOCUMC A  dvance Special so it’s easy to m  using Fund 9947. Find out more in our l atest newsletter.  

 

From Walt Merrill and North Coast of Haiti Mission 

Have a heart for mission but don’t know where or how to begin? Want to be a part of the Great Commission but are unsure 
of your call? The North Coast of Haiti Mission (NCHM) is looking for hearts that are ready to be challenged and changed 

by the people of Haiti. Our mission is to provide a Christian based education to children in Haiti. Working with five Meth-
odist Schools in the Cap-Haitien Circuit, NCHM has helped with tuition, books, uniforms, teacher salary shortfalls, security 
gates, internet access, running water, new roofs, building maintenance and even latrines. Our scholarship program currently

supports 11 worthy students who would not otherwise be attending high school due to poverty. 

Although travel to Haiti is almost impossible now with pandemics and political unrest, this has not stopped us from starting 
to plan a virtual mission trip to Haiti in June and, with God’s help, an actual 

feet-on-the-ground visit to Haiti by the end of the year. If you have interest in one or both trips or would just like to hear 
more, please let us know. You can contact me, Walt Merrill, by e  mail or call 

https://www.eocumc.com/finance/advance-special.html
https://www.eocumc.com/donate/index.html
https://www.eocumc.com/missions/_pdf/NorthCoastHaitiMission.pdf
mailto:wcmerrill@roadrunner.com


Annual Conference 2021 is Wednesday, June 16 through 

Saturday, June 19. 

The worship services and business sessions of this year’s 

conference will be 

livestreamed from the John S. Knight Center in Akron with clergy 

and lay members of 

Annual Conference participating remotely via Zoom video 

conferencing. 

 

 

Bishop Tracy S. Malone explains that, in this extended year of the quadrennium 

in The United Methodist Church, the Annual Conference theme Christ Alive in 

Us! expands 

upon our quadrennial AC theme of Bearing Fruit that Lasts: Called, Committed, 

Connected. 

“The focus is on proclaiming and celebrating how Christ is alive and is 

at work in and through our lives and throughthe mission and witness of the Church. 

We are made alive in Christ … we are God’s handiwork … created in Christ Jesus 

to do good things … to bear fruit that lasts,” she said. 

Annual Conference registration will open on Monday, April 5 and will close on 

Friday, May 14. 

All registration will be done online. Each voting member will need their own 

unique 

e-mail address to register for conference and to vote during it. 

 



 

 
 

FAITH CONNECTIONS 
February 2021 

 

“Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows 

God.” (I John 4:7). As we journey through the season of Lent, our hearts are touched by your many acts and gifts of 

kindness, as you share God’s love with those we serve. May your lives be enriched during these days of prayerful devotion. 

 

On Your Mark… 

The Dick Parks Memorial Race at the Rock is coming soon! This is the 16th year for this race benefitting those served by 

Flat Rock Homes, Care Center, and Community Services, and will run the whole month of May! We would love to add your 

name to the sponsor's list for 2021! Church sponsorships are $250 and your church will be listed as a sponsor on: 

 Flat Rock Homes’ social media pages; 

 Official Race T-shirt and mailing inserts; 

 Flat Rock Homes’ website with a link to your website. 

Business/Corporate sponsorships are also available at varying levels. Email development@flatrockhomes.org for 

information on any sponsorship level! 

 

Who is Dick Parks? 
In 2019, The Race at the Rock was renamed The Dick Parks Memorial Race at the Rock. The late 

Rev. Dr. Richard “Dick” Parks was incredibly committed to Flat Rock and worked tirelessly to 

gather friends and congregants to participate in the Race. Parks served as pastor of Lakewood, 

Paradise Hill, Lisbon, and Ontario United Methodist churches, and as Superintendent of the 

Steubenville District. Flat Rock honors his memory and dedication to our mission by renaming 

the race after him. 

 

 

March is Developmental Disabilities Awareness Month! 
This is “a time to raise awareness about the inclusion of people with developmental disabilities in all areas of community 

life, as well as awareness to the barriers that people with disabilities still sometimes face in connecting to the communities 

in which they live.” (ddc.ohio.gov). For more information and suggestions to increase awareness and inclusivity, please visit  

https:ddc.ohio.gov/dd-awareness-month. Our Church & Community Engagement Coordinators are available to share 

DisAbilities Awareness throughout the year with your congregation, or groups. Flat Rock invites you to wear orange on 

Fridays in March to support Developmental Disabilities Awareness Month. Our residents, consumers, and staff will 

wear orange T-shirts on Fridays and ask that you join us! Send a picture to mlarkin@flatrockhomes.org or tag us on 

social media @FlatRockHomes. 

 

JustGiving: Celebrate with Flat Rock! 
Flat Rock Homes has an online JustGiving page, giving donors a chance to support us in a whole new way. Hosting a 

birthday/anniversary/special event fundraiser for Flat Rock on social media? We have no idea you’ve done so and don’t 

have the opportunity to thank our donor's properly. When you utilize JustGiving, we know right away and can thank all 

your sponsors. You can still donate through our website, but if your church is doing a fundraiser for us, this is a great way 

to do it so everyone can be recognized. If you have questions, you can email mlarkin@flatrockhomes.org. 

To view our fundraising page: https://www.justgiving.com/flatrockchildrenshomeoftheunitedmethodistchurch 

 

 

Flat Rock Homes. Care Center, and Community Services 7353 County Road 29, PO Box 1, Flat Rock, Ohio 44828 

419.483.7330 www.flatrockhomes.org 





Starting Point Outreach Center 

Starting Point Outreach Center in Willard is one of the ERC Advanced Specials in the Firelands 

District. Their Mission Statement is as follows, “The mission of Starting Point Outreach Center is 

to work with the community to give hope, encouragement and comfort in the name of Jesus.” 

An article in the January/February Firelands District Newsletter highlighted several main works 

that SPOC does. 

Another important component of the work SPOC does includes trying to work with people on 

budgeting their funds to help to make them more self sufficient. SPOC is starting this process 

with a group of students when they are in the ninth grade in high school. SPOC works with 

these students on budgeting, credit cards, loans, and insurance. Starting with these students in 

high school gives them a good foundation when they are out of school in the work world or 

going to college. 

This info was obtained in an interview with Silvia Hernandez, Director of SPOC. 

Ruth Brown, 

Firelands District Representative on EOC Mission Awareness Committee 



Contact Us 

 

Firelands District UMC 

3 Stower Lane, Suite 5 

Norwalk, OH 44857 

(419) 668-6115  

firelandsdistrict@gmail.com 

Visit us on the web at 

www.eocumc.com/firelands 

 

District Superintendent 

Rev. Doug Lewis 

 

Administrative  

Assistant / Treasurer 

Patti Pirc 

 

The mission of the United  
Methodist Church is to make  

disciples of Jesus Christ for the  
transformation of the world. 


