
 

Week 1: INTRODUCTION 
 

Introduction Questions 
Discuss these questions before moving on. When you are finished read through the 
definitions listed below. 
Who are refugees? Who are immigrants? Who are the “strangers” among us? 
 

Definitions 
 

Immigrant a person who comes to live permanently in a foreign country 
 
Refugee A refugee is someone who has fled from his or her home country and cannot 
return because he or she has a well-founded fear of persecution based on religion, 
race, nationality, political opinion or membership in a particular social group.  
 
In 2019 there were 70.8 million forcibly displaced people worldwide. Of that 70.8 million 
41.3 million were internally displaced people, 25.9 million were refugees and 3.5 million 
were asylum-seekers.  
 
United States Citizen If you were born in the United States, you are a U.S. citizen, 
even if you were raised in another country. You also may be a citizen if one of your 
parents was a U.S. citizen at the time you were born. A United States citizen has the 
right to live, work and vote in the U.S. and is eligible for many federal benefits, such as 
educational loans and social services. U.S. citizens cannot be forced to leave the United 
States or be deported back to their home country. 
 
Lawful Permanent Resident (LPR) An LPR (someone with a “green card”) has 
permission to live and work in the United States, but is not eligible for certain benefits, 
such as voting and some social services. An LPR may travel in and out of the country, 
as long as he/she does not spend a long period abroad. An LPR may only be deported 
if he/she is convicted of certain crimes or violates an immigration law. 
 
Temporary Visitor A temporary visitor is someone who has permission from the 
government, usually in the form of a “visa,” to live in the United States for a limited 
period of time and for a specific purpose (such as studying, working, visiting family, or 
tourism). These types of visas generally have expiration dates and if the immigrant does 
not renew it before it expires, then he/she will no longer have legal immigration status. 
 
*Note: Many undocumented immigrants do not sneak across the border but come on a 
visa and when it expires (sometimes for reasons out of their control like the 
coronavirus), they are moved into the undocumented category. Also, many “caravans” 
are coming to the United States not as terrorists or bad people but as victims of hate 
and are looking for a safe haven to call their home. 
 



 

Undocumented Immigrant An undocumented immigrant does not have permission to 
live or work in the United States and is at risk of deportation. Anyone who is not a U.S. 
citizen, and does not have a green card or a current visa, is undocumented. 

 
Biblical Meaning of Immigrant  
Psalm 105:12-13 “When they were few in number, of little account, and strangers in it, 
wandering from nation to nation, from one kingdom to another people…” 
 

Discussion Questions 
 

1. How do these definitions shape your understanding of immigration and who 
should belong? 

2. Was your family once an immigrant? 
3. What would you do if you were fearful of persecution based on religion, race, 

nationality, political opinion or membership in a particular social group? 
4. What kind of immigrants can you think of in the Bible? Do you know how they 

were treated by God and by the world? 
 

Grafted Into One People 
 
We as Christians have the Bible as our Holy Scripture that we use to learn about God 
and learn about ourselves. However, it is also history, the history of God’s movement in 
the world, the history of the nation of Israel, the history of the early church, and our own 
history.  
 
Scripture shows us that we as Gentiles and non-Jews are grafted into the history of 
Israel. This history and these stories are our stories, and these are our ancestors. This 
is just as much our history and our story as our U.S. history is our history. This calls us 
into one body under Christ. Read these verses below and discuss the questions at the 
end. 
 

Scripture Readings 
 
1 Corinthians 12:12-26 (emphasis on verses in bold) 
 

12 For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though 
many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13 For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one 
body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. 
14 Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many. 15 If the foot would say, “Because I 
am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. 16 And 
if the ear would say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it 
any less a part of the body. 17 If the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be? If the 
whole body were hearing, where would the sense of smell be? 18 But as it is, God arranged the 
members in the body, each one of them, as he chose. 19 If all were a single member, where would 
the body be? 20 As it is, there are many members, yet one body. 21 The eye cannot say to the hand, 
“I have no need of you,” nor again the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.” 22 On the contrary, 
the members of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 23 and those members of the 
body that we think less honorable we clothe with greater honor, and our less respectable members 



 

are treated with greater respect; 24 whereas our more respectable members do not need this. But 
God has so arranged the body, giving the greater honor to the inferior member, 25 that there may be 
no dissension within the body, but the members may have the same care for one another. 26 If one 
member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one member is honored, all rejoice together with 
it. 

Galatians 3:27-29 
27 As many of you as were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 28 There is no 
longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female; for all of 
you are one in Christ Jesus. 29 And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs 
according to the promise. 

 
Discussion Questions 

 
1. What does it mean to be one body of Christ? 
2. Who are the Jews vs the Greeks and who are the slaves vs the free in our own 

society? 
3. What does it mean to be Abraham’s offspring and heirs according to the 

promise? 
4. What does 1 Corinthians 12:26 mean for us as Christians in relation to the 70.8 

million forcibly displaced people worldwide? 
5. What is and what should be the relationship between the immigrant and the 

church? 
 

Prayer and the End of Week 1 
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