
 

Week 2: HISTORY (US & ISRAEL) 
 

Introduction Questions 
 

Discuss these questions at the beginning of this lesson. 
Where are you from? What is your history? How is your history different or similar to 
others? 
 

The History of Israel 
 

Below you will read about the history of Israel and God’s people. When reading through 
these verses remember that this is our history as well and these are our stories as 
God’s people. Try and picture yourself as one of the Israelites being brought from exile 
in the first two excerpts to being exiled in the last excerpt.  
 

Scripture Readings 
 

Exodus 12:40-42 
40 The time that the Israelites had lived in Egypt was four hundred thirty years. 41 At the end of four hundred 
thirty years, on that very day, all the companies of the Lord went out from the land of Egypt. 42 That was for 
the Lord a night of vigil, to bring them out of the land of Egypt. That same night is a vigil to be kept for 
the Lord by all the Israelites throughout their generations. 
 
 
Exodus 13:11-16 
11 “When the Lord has brought you into the land of the Canaanites, as he swore to you and your ancestors, 
and has given it to you, 12 you shall set apart to the Lord all that first opens the womb. All the firstborn of 
your livestock that are males shall be the Lord’s. 13 But every firstborn donkey you shall redeem with a 
sheep; if you do not redeem it, you must break its neck. Every firstborn male among your children you shall 
redeem. 14 When in the future your child asks you, ‘What does this mean?’ you shall answer, ‘By strength 
of hand the Lord brought us out of Egypt, from the house of slavery. 15 When Pharaoh stubbornly refused 
to let us go, the Lord killed all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, from human firstborn to the firstborn of 
animals. Therefore I sacrifice to the Lord every male that first opens the womb, but every firstborn of my 
sons I redeem.’ 16 It shall serve as a sign on your hand and as an emblem on your forehead that by strength 
of hand the Lord brought us out of Egypt.” 
 
 
Jeremiah 39:1-10 
1 In the ninth year of King Zedekiah of Judah, in the tenth month, King Nebuchadrezzar of Babylon and all 
his army came against Jerusalem and besieged it; 2 in the eleventh year of Zedekiah, in the fourth month, 
on the ninth day of the month, a breach was made in the city. 3 When Jerusalem was taken, all the officials 
of the king of Babylon came and sat in the middle gate: Nergal-sharezer, Samgar-nebo, Sarsechim the 
Rabsaris, Nergal-sharezer the Rabmag, with all the rest of the officials of the king of Babylon. 4 When King 
Zedekiah of Judah and all the soldiers saw them, they fled, going out of the city at night by way of the king’s 
garden through the gate between the two walls; and they went toward the Arabah. 5 But the army of the 
Chaldeans pursued them, and overtook Zedekiah in the plains of Jericho; and when they had taken him, 
they brought him up to King Nebuchadrezzar of Babylon, at Riblah, in the land of Hamath; and he passed 
sentence on him. 6 The king of Babylon slaughtered the sons of Zedekiah at Riblah before his eyes; also 
the king of Babylon slaughtered all the nobles of Judah. 7 He put out the eyes of Zedekiah, and bound him 



 

in fetters to take him to Babylon. 8 The Chaldeans burned the king’s house and the houses of the people, 
and broke down the walls of Jerusalem. 9 Then Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard exiled to Babylon the 
rest of the people who were left in the city, those who had deserted to him, and the people who 
remained. 10 Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard left in the land of Judah some of the poor people who 
owned nothing, and gave them vineyards and fields at the same time. 
 

Discussion Questions 
 

1. How do you think it must feel to be an exiled people? Do you know of any people 
or groups in exile today? 

2. Were the Israelites residents or immigrants in all three of these places (Egypt, 
Israel, Babylon)? 

 
U.S. Immigration History 

 
Roughly 20,000 years ago during the last Ice Age: Native American ancestors crossed a 
narrow spit of land connecting Asia to North America, made largely of ice. 
 
Early 1600s: communities of European immigrants dotted the Eastern seaboard, including the Spanish 
in Florida, the British in New England and Virginia, the Dutch in New York, and the Swedes in Delaware. 
 
March 1790: Congress passes the first law about who should be granted U.S. citizenship. The 
Naturalization Act of 1790 allows any free white person of “good character,” who has been living in the 
United States for two years or longer to apply for citizenship. Without citizenship, nonwhite residents are 
denied basic constitutional protections, including the right to vote, own property, or testify in court. 
 
August 1790: The first U.S. census takes place. The English are the largest ethnic group among the 
3.9 million people counted, though nearly one in five Americans are of African heritage. 
 
1815-1860: Large waves of Irish and German immigrants come into the United States (1/3 of all 
immigrants at the time are Irish, and 5 million are German). 
 
1882: The Chinese Exclusion Act passes, which bars Chinese immigrants from entering the U.S. 
Beginning in the 1850s, a steady flow of Chinese workers had immigrated to America. 
They worked in the gold mines, and garment factories, built railroads, and took agricultural jobs. Anti-
Chinese sentiment grew as Chinese laborers became successful in America. Although Chinese immigrants 
make up only 0.002 percent of the United States population, white workers blame them for low wages. 
 
1892-1954: In January Ellis Island open as the United States’ first immigration station and the first 
immigrant processed is Annie Moore from Ireland. More than 12 million immigrants will enter the United 
States through Ellis Island between these years with a peak in 1907 of 1.3 million people that year alone. 
 
1924: The Immigration Act of 1924 limits the number of immigrants allowed into the United States yearly 
through nationality quotas. Under the new quota system, the United States issues immigration visas to 2 
percent of the total number of people of each nationality in the United States at the 1890 census. The law 
favors immigration from Northern and Western European countries. Just three countries, Great Britain, 
Ireland and Germany account for 70 percent of all available visas. Immigration from Southern, Central and 
Eastern Europe was limited. The Act completely excludes immigrants from Asia, aside from the Philippines, 
then an American colony. 
 



 

1948: The United States passes the nation’s first refugee and resettlement law to deal with the influx of 
Europeans seeking permanent residence in the United States after World War II. 
 
1965: The Immigration and Nationality Act overhauls the American immigration system. The Act ends the 
national origin quotas enacted in the 1920s which favored some racial and ethnic groups over others. 
The quota system is replaced with a seven-category preference system emphasizing family reunification 
and skilled immigrants. 
 
2001: U.S. Senators Dick Durbin (D-Ill.) and Orrin Hatch (R-Utah) propose the first Development, Relief 
and Education of Alien Minors (DREAM) Act, which would provide a pathway to legal status for Dreamers, 
undocumented immigrants brought to the United States illegally by their parents as children. The bill—and 
subsequent iterations of it—don’t pass. 
 
2012: President Barack Obama signs Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) which temporarily 
shields some Dreamers from deportation but doesn’t provide a path to citizenship. DACA must be 
repeatedly renewed and only provides temporary work authorization. President Trump has since terminated 
this program. Many, if not most, DREAMERs (as they are called) are fluent in English; some do not speak 
their native language and may have never even visited their “home” country. DREAMERs see the United 
States as their home and many only realized once they turned 18 that they were not U.S. citizens. 
 
2017: President Donald Trump issues two executive orders—both titled “Protecting the Nation from 
Foreign Terrorist Entry into the United States”—aimed at curtailing travel and immigration from six majority 
Muslim countries (Chad, Iran, Libya, Syria, Yemen, Somalia) as well as North Korea and Venezuela. Both 
of these travel bans are challenged in state and federal courts. 
 
URL: https://www.history.com/topics/immigration/immigration-united-states-timeline 
 

Discussion Questions 
 

1. Does knowing our own immigration history change how you view immigrants? 
Why or why not? 

2. What is the significance of knowing that every person in the United States today 
is here because of an immigrant ancestor? 

3. What is the difference between your own immigrant ancestor and the immigrant 
coming to the United States today? 

 
Israel and U.S. History Discussion Questions 

 
1. Who are the immigrants? The others? Ourselves? God’s people? 
2. Why is it important to know our own history? 
3. How does this history, both biblically and U.S, shed light on immigration in our 

country and in our church? 
4. Does the church have U.S. walls built around it or does the church extend past 

national boarders? 
 

Prayer and the End of Week 2 
 
 

https://www.history.com/topics/immigration/immigration-united-states-timeline
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