
 

Week 5: ACTION IN LOVE 
 

Introduction Questions 
 

Discuss these questions at the beginning. 
What does love mean to you? What actions show love? What actions show hate? 
 

Scripture Readings 
 
Read through these passages and discuss the questions at the end. 
 
Luke 10:25-37 
25 Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he said, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 26 He 
said to him, “What is written in the law? What do you read there?” 27 He answered, “You shall love the Lord 
your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and 
your neighbor as yourself.” 28 And he said to him, “You have given the right answer; do this, and you will 
live.” 
29 But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” 30 Jesus replied, “A man was 
going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell into the hands of robbers, who stripped him, beat him, and 
went away, leaving him half dead. 31 Now by chance a priest was going down that road; and when he saw 
him, he passed by on the other side. 32 So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, 
passed by on the other side. 33 But a Samaritan while traveling came near him; and when he saw him, he 
was moved with pity. 34 He went to him and bandaged his wounds, having poured oil and wine on them. 
Then he put him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him. 35 The next day he took 
out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said, ‘Take care of him; and when I come back, I will repay 
you whatever more you spend.’ 36 Which of these three, do you think, was a neighbor to the man who fell 
into the hands of the robbers?” 37 He said, “The one who showed him mercy.” Jesus said to him, “Go and 
do likewise.” 
 

Discussion Questions 
 

1. Who is the neighbor in this story? Who is the stranger? 
2. Imagine the robbed man was a U.S. citizen, the priest was any Christian in the 

U.S, the Levite was a U.S. citizen or legal immigrant, and the Samaritan was an 
illegal immigrant, maybe even from Mexico. How does the story change? 

 
Deuteronomy 10:19 
19 You shall also love the stranger, for you were strangers in the land of Egypt. 
 

Discussion Questions 
 

1. We were all strangers in the U.S. at some point, thinking about that, how then 
should we treat the stranger in the United States? 

 
 
Matthew 22:34-40 
34 When the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together, 35 and one of 
them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. 36 “Teacher, which commandment in the law is the 



 

greatest?” 37 He said to him, “‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, 
and with all your mind.’ 38 This is the greatest and first commandment. 39 And a second is like it: ‘You shall 
love your neighbor as yourself.’ 40 On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.” 
 

Discussion Questions 
 

1. What does it mean for love of God and neighbor to be on top of all the other laws 
and prophets? 

2. How do we live this out? 
 
 
Matthew 5:43-48 
43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 44 But I say to you, 
Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45 so that you may be children of your Father in 
heaven; for he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the righteous and on the 
unrighteous. 46 For if you love those who love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax collectors 
do the same? 47 And if you greet only your brothers and sisters, what more are you doing than others? Do 
not even the Gentiles do the same? 48 Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect. 
 

Discussion Questions 
 

1. Name an enemy and explain why they are your enemy. We all have people that 
fall into this category, we are all human, so how will we respond to our enemies? 

2. How do you respond to someone who insults you? How do you respond to 
someone who takes your job at a lower wage? How do you respond to someone 
who looks different, maybe even threatening? How did Jesus respond on the 
cross after being beaten and humiliated? 

 
Matthew 25:31-46 (emphasis on bold parts) 
31 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on the throne of his 
glory. 32 All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate people one from another as a 
shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, 33 and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats 
at the left. 34 Then the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, 
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; 35 for I was hungry and you 
gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed 
me, 36 I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you 
visited me.’ 37 Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you 
food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? 38 And when was it that we saw you a stranger and 
welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? 39 And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and 
visited you?’ 40 And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of 
these who are members of my family, you did it to me.’ 41 Then he will say to those at his left hand, 
‘You that are accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his 
angels; 42 for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, 43 I 
was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison 
and you did not visit me.’ 44 Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or 
thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?’ 45 Then he will 
answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it 
to me.’ 46 And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.” 
 
 
 



 

Discussion Questions 
 

1. What does this passage mean to you? What is the call of this passage for 
Christians? 

2. How do these verses put love into action? What are some actual ways that you 
can act in love? 

3. In all of these passages does “the stranger” include undocumented immigrants in 
the United States right now? Does it include green card holders? Does it include 
refugees? Does it include DREAMERS?  

4. How should the church love and welcome immigrants of types? 
5. Lastly, what is and what should be the relationship between the immigrant and 

the church? (Question from week one). 
6. How will we love and care for our immigrant brothers and sisters moving 

forward? 
 

Prayer and the End of Week 5 
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