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Teach - Reach - Bless 
 
   All across Africa, young women from 28 countries are hearing their mission in Jesus’ 
mission as proclaimed in Luke 4: 
   “16 When [Jesus] came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the syna-
gogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, 17 and the scroll of the 
prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was 
written: 
   18 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
    because he has anointed me 
        to bring good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives 

    and recovery of sight to the blind, 
        to let the oppressed go free, 
19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 
20 And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in the synagogue were 
fixed on him. 21 Then he began to say to them, “Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.”” 
   These same young women will hear Jesus instruct them when he instructs Mary Magdalene to be the first gospel 
preacher outside the empty tomb in John 20: 
“17 Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers 
and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” 18 Mary Magdalene 
went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and she told them that he had said these things to 
her.” 
   If you want to partner in spreading the gospel across Africa, increasing living standards and life expectancy,    
reducing corruption and disease, bringing peace, and opening a door for Africans to do these things and more for 
themselves in their own countries, then the best investment you can make is in Africa University!  We are having a 
Miracle Sunday at our Spring District Conference on Sunday, April 18 for the Teach Reach Bless initiative to build 
a new women’s dorm so that the young women of Africa can live in safe housing while they answer Christ’s call.  
Each church in the district is challenged to contribute at least $100.  Every gift of every size matters!  Now is the 
time to step up and be more generous if you can.  Here’s why: 
 

   -East Liverpool First UMC will match all the funds contributed by our district, up to $110,000.  $100 becomes   
    $200. 
   -The district superintendent will contribute an additional $10 for each church which gives.  $200 becomes $210. 
   -Rev. Bill and Marty McFadden will donate an additional $1 for every $3 donated this calendar year.  $210             
    becomes $280.  
   To find out how awesome Africa University is:  http://www.africau.edu/  
   For local church resources, including VBS curriculum:  https://www.eocumc.com/teachreachbless/resources.html  
   For worship resources:  https://www.eocumc.com/teachreachbless/saturationsunday.html  
   To donate:  https://www.eocumc.com/teachreachbless/donate.html  
 

Joining you in sharing the Good News and hoping to need to give an additional $570, 
 

Rev. Abby 
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April Clergy Birthdays 
 

1     Ken Gifford    Poland/Ygst. Trintiy 
6 Ivy Smith                            Canfield 
7     Bruce Irwin                          Retired 
 

Pastors:  If we have your birthday listed 
incorrectly - or not at all - please let us 
know.   
 
   Local Church Audits for the year  
2020 are due in the district office. 
If you have not yet submitted the 
audit for your congregation, please 
do so immediately.     
 

 
 

Newsletter Deadline 
   

The deadline for submissions                    
to the  

MAY 2021 edition of      
The Mahoning Valley Messenger              

is Wednesday, April 21. 
Please be sure to notify us  

if/when you resume  
fundraisers, dinners, etc.  

 

Retiree Breakfast 
 

  Watch your email for news. 
 

 

District Leadership 
 

   The district nominations committee is 
accepting suggestions for lay and clergy 
leadership on the following district  
committees:  finance, district union, 
committee on ministry, superintenden-
cy, and lay leaders.  Please email 
DS@mvdistumc.org to recommend 
someone or volunteer 
yourself no later than  
April 5. 
 
 
    

Please Keep in your prayers:    
 

   All those suffering from COVID-19     
in different ways.   
   We pray also for Rev. DeWayne Smith 
(Newton Falls/Pricetown) and Pastor 
Rick Oaks (District Assoc.) and his wife  
Brigitta as she fights another cancer  
battle. 
    
Appointment Updates 
 

   Lisa Courtwright will be appointed 
to East Fairfield UMC, effective July 1. 
 
Spring District Conference 

   Spring District Conference will be 
held at Western Reserve UMC on    
Sunday, April 18, 2021 at 3pm.  Thank 
you to West Austintown First UMC for 
loaning their FM transmitter so that we 
can hold it in the parking lot! 

   Detailed reports, ballots, and other 
relevant info will be emailed to the    
pastors and churches the week prior   
for distribution to further reduce risk. 

   Any nominations for district leader-
ship roles or annual conference mem-
bers-at-large must be received in the 
district office by noon on Monday,  
April 12, 2021 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IN CASE YOU MISSED IT 
 
 

ANNUAL AND GENERAL     
CONFERENCE UPDATES: 

 

Annual Conference will be remote in 
2021:  https://www.eocumc.com/

eoac21/index.html 
 

See page 3 for more information 
 

All AC delegates need to register 
online between April 5 and May 14. 

You MUST have an email address in 
order to register. 

 

General Conference 2020 is delayed 
until 2022:  https://www. 

resourceumc.org/en/content/        
General-Conference-Postponed-to-

2022. 
 

The special online session scheduled 
for May 8, 2021 has been canceled.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
For Additional News & Information 

 

    “Like” the Mahoning Valley District    
of the United Methodist Church on  

Facebook and check it occasionally for 
workshop recommendations and     

helpful articles.   

With the DS in April 
 

2        Good Friday          Office Closed 
5        Area Center & Regional Meetings 
6-8     Cabinet 
13    Clergy Connection 
15    Clergy Connection 
18    Spring District Conference,  
          3:00 at Western Reserve UMC 
19    DCOM Meeting via Zoom 
20-22 Cabinet 
23    Copeland Oaks Board 
28    Superintendency Committee 
29      Planning Meeting  
 

   Kathy is still working from home 
on occasion, so if you need to con-
tact the office, please e-mail us at: 
office@mvdistumc.org.  If you need 
to conduct business at the office, 
please email first to make sure we’re 
open.   
 

Youth Annual Conference 2021 
 

   Please keep June 12 reserved for a 
one-day Youth Annual Conference. 
Conference Council on Youth Ministries 
(CCYM) is excited to announce that it is 
working on three locations for this 
year’s event, trying to offer an in-person 
event while keeping numbers low. More 
information, including registration, will 
be available soon at www.eocumc.com.  
 
 
 
 
 



Pandemic Guidance from the District 
Superintendent 
 

Let’s celebrate! 

COVID-19 vaccinations are increasing 
rapidly and becoming more widely 
available! 

COVID-19 deaths are decreasing! 
Columbiana County downgraded to  

orange! 
The possibility of a much more normal 

summer is in sight! 

In order to get all our counties to yellow, 
have that more normal summer,  
and prevent the variants from    
gaining traction, please remember 
the following: 

Keep following all of your pandemic 
protocols so we don’t fumble on  
the 5 yard line! 

Shared air is the biggest risk.  Gathering 
outdoors mitigates this risk tremen-
dously. 

Not everyone has been vaccinated or 
gained immunity yet, even if you  
and your friends have. 

The mask mandate remains in effect. 
Red counties on the Ohio Public Health 

Advisory are still urged to “limit  
activities as much as possible”.     
We have plateaued at a level that 
“seems” low but is still higher than 
last summer.  

Show compassion!  The pandemic has 
been hard for everyone in different 
ways. 

We will not “return” to the old “normal” 
like flipping a switch.  We will build 
a new normal. 

God has been and continues to be at 
work during this pandemic.  Are   
we willing to let God be at work     
in us? 

District Camperships 
 

   Don’t forget, EOC Camps are open this 
year.  The deadline to submit applications 
for a $50 District Campership is Friday, 
May 7.  The applications can be obtained 
from your church, Camp Contact person, 
or at www.mvdistumc.org under District 
Forms.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Annual Conference  
Will Meet Via Zoom June 16-19 

 
   Annual Conference 2021 will be live 
streamed from the John S. Knight Center 
in Akron with clergy and lay members  
participating remotely via Zoom and vot-
ing online. Registration opens April 5. 
   This year’s theme is Christ Alive in Us! 
and the guiding scripture is Ephesians 2:8-
10. The 2016-2020 quadrennium in The 
UMC was extended a year and this year’s 
AC theme is an extension of our East 
Ohio Conference quadrennial AC theme 
of Bearing Fruit that Lasts: Called, Com-
mitted, Connected. Bishop Tracy S. 
Malone shares, “The focus is on proclaim-
ing and celebrating how Christ is alive and 
is at work in and through our lives and 
through the mission and witness of the 
Church. We are made alive in Christ … we 
are God’s handiwork … created in Christ 
Jesus to do good things … to bear fruit 
that lasts.” 
 

Stand Against Racism 
 

   Critical Conversations With Laity – 
April 10 — All laity of the East Ohio Con-
ference are invited to join the Board of 
Laity and lay persons serving in Confer-
ence leadership to participate in the virtual 
“Critical Conversations with Laity: A Step 
Towards Standing Against Racism” learn-
ing event on Saturday, April 10. 
The webinar that day will be similar in con-
tent to the critical conversations event that 
EOC clergy participated in last fall. Rev. 
Dr. Michelle Ledder from the General 
Commission on Religion & Race will give 
a presentation and will answer questions 
during the webinar, which will also feature 
several EOC lay persons sharing from 
their perspectives. 
   This is an opportunity to discern and 
learn together and to intentionally listen to 
the Holy Spirit’s call upon our lives to do 
the work of dismantling racism. We will 
hear the voices and experiences of persons 
of color. We will learn together how this 
anti-racism work is biblically and theologi-
cally grounded and is foundational to what 
it means to be a disciple of Jesus Christ. 
The webinar will teach terminology and 
how it applies to our personal lives and to 
our ministry contexts. 
There is no cost to participate in the April 
10 critical conversations with laity event, 
but you do need to register online in ad-
vance. Learn more and register at 
www.eocumc.com 

UMCOR Kit Collection in East Ohio – 
June 7-13  
 

   East Ohio Missions asks all pastors,  
congregations and faith communities to 
begin collecting items for Midwest Mission 
Distribution Center (MMDC). Since     
Annual Conference is virtual this year, we 
will arrange for collection points around 
East Ohio where MMDC will drive 
through and pick up your dona-
tions. Learn more about needed items 
in the March 22 edition of E-News.. The 
locations of collection sites will be an-
nounced no later than May 1.  
 
Calling History Buffs, Amateur        
Genealogists, Librarians, Teachers, 
and Historians :   
  

   The Mahoning Valley District is in need 
of someone to serve on the EOC Com-
mission on Archives & History.   This 
would be fun for any one listed above.  
The representative is asked to be aware    
of historic happenings (local church  
anniversaries, history related events, etc.) 
and inform the commission of these as 
possible.  There are also opportunities to 
participate in The United Methodist     
Historical Society of Ohio, and the North 
Central Jurisdiction Commission on     
Archives and History.   Reps can help local 
church historians and help with records 
and items from merging or closing  
churches.  This is a really neat opportunity 
to get a glimpse of what the UMC looked 
like in the Mahoning Valley one or two 
centuries ago! 
   The Commission meets twice a year. It 
remains to be seen whether some of the 
meetings will continue by Zoom even as 
the pandemic lessens or if they revert to in
-person. The Spring meeting is usually at 
the Area Center in North Canton, in 
March, in the morning. The Fall meeting  
is at the archives center in the Beeghly  
Library at Ohio Wesleyan University,   
Delaware Ohio and is usually scheduled 
for early afternoon.  
     If there are other questions about how 
it works, please contact Meg Sondey.  
m.sondey@yahoo.com. Email 
DS@mvdistumc.org to volunteer yourself 
or someone else! 
 
 
 
 



CCOM News 
 

   The Conference Council on Ministries 
(CCOM) is seeking applicants for two 
open job positions, one full-time and 
one part-time. Job descriptions for the 
positions are posted on the Conference 
website at www.eocumc.com/classified.  
   The director of Strategic Ministries is 
a full-time appointed clergy position 
developed in consultation with the Cabi-
net, the Extended Cabinet, and the 
Board of Congregational Development. 
Understanding that the mission, vision 
and vitality of all congregations is sup-
ported by the full work of the Extended 
Cabinet, this position will focus on 
providing direct support and networking 
for congregations and new ministries 
that are identified in strategies of the 
districts and of the Conference. Ideal 
candidates are clergy persons who 
demonstrate passion for, and experience 
in, developing new ministries. Appli-
cants will need to demonstrate the abil-
ity to develop strategic processes, devel-
op leadership teams, and utilize Confer-
ence and general church connections in 

resourcing local settings. The director of 
Strategic Ministries reports to the direc-
tor of Connectional Ministries and re-
lates closely with the Bishop, executive 
directors, superintendents, and other 
directors as a member of the Extended 
Cabinet. Because the work of the posi-
tion involves significant development 
within the context and culture of the 
East Ohio Conference, strong prefer-
ence will be given to applicants who are 
full clergy members of East Ohio.  
   The administrative assistant to Con-
ference Council on Ministries is a part-
time position that provides office and 
administrative support for CCOM    
directors. 
 
   Girard First UMC is need of some-
one to fulfill  a part time financial ad-
ministrative position. 10 hrs. per week. 
Duties would include: Record dona-
tions, make bank deposit, use/learn 
Church Windows bookkeeping software 
to pay bills, do reports/reconciliation, 
and payroll.   Email resume to Girard 
First UMC at keepitrealvk@gmail.com 

   Church Hill UMC is looking for an 
Office Administrator to help us contin-
ue pursuing our mission “To Share the 
Love of Christ with our community.” 
   The position will generally require 30 
hours per week in the office. Provisions 
can be made for some work from home. 
We offer two weeks of paid vacation. 
Hours will have some flexibility; pay is 
salaried. The Office Administrator re-
ports to  the Senior Pastor and works   
in cooperation with other paid staff   
and volunteer leaders as needed. 
   For more information, visit 
https://churchhillumc.com/now-
hiring/. Submit resumes to secre-
tary_chum@sbcglobal.net or by visit-
ing https://www.ziprecruiter.com/job/
c9cd07cd.  Deadline to apply is April 9. 
 
It’s Dinner Time, etc. 
 

Swiss Steak - Western Reserve UMC is 
having a drive-thru dinner on Thurs, 
April 1 from 4:00 until sold out at 4580 
Canfield Rd., (Rt 62), Canfield.  
 

Swiss Steak Dinner - Vienna UMC is 
holding a drive-thru Dinner on Sat.. 
April 3, 4:00 until sold out.  Vienna 
UMC is located at 4265 Warren-Sharon 
Rd. 
 
GAB SALE -  Western Reserve UMC  
is having a Garage/Attic/Basement sale 
April 29 & 30, 9-4, and May 1, 9-2.  
Masks are required, please social       
distance. Western Reserve UMC is   
located at 4580 Canfield Rd., Canfield.  
 
 

Mahoning Valley District 
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