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Order Disorder    Reorder  
                                          = God’s Transforming, Resurrection Work 
 

   Our least favorite journey might be the one we have to take most often.  It certainly 
shows up often enough in the Bible that it seems to be one of God’s Standard Operating 
Procedures.  Life is going along comfortably—we know what to do and what to expect.  
Then things fall apart and we experience pain, loss, grief, and frustration in the chaotic 
confusion.  But eventually, something new emerges and we are able to see God not just 
still with us but at work in this new normal.  Here are just a few examples: 
Garden of Eden  Fall Humanity working together with the gifts God gives us. 

Slavery in Egypt (it was terrible but some of them preferred it to…) near death exodus to wander in the desert  
Law of Moses forms Israel as an ethical community-based nation. 

Jesus Incarnate  Crucifixion  Resurrection 
   Many of the psalms offer both the lament of Disorder while turning to the hope of Reorder at the end.  
The COVID-19 pandemic has wrought the greatest Disorder many of us have ever seen.  Here we are, being told 
to “stay home” during “the most wonderful time of the year”!  Go ahead, lament and mourn the loss of holiday 
traditions.  Weep “how long, O Lord?” when you hear the daily death tolls.  Then consider whether you can be 
one of God’s partners in bringing about Reorder. 
   Shopping online just isn’t much fun  yell at your computer  discreetly check if the neighbor who lost 
their job needs help with their kids’ Christmas presents or other life needs. 
   Miss the candlelight “Silent Night” for the first time you can remember  tell God how unfair this is     
go Christmas caroling on your grandparents’ front porch while they stay inside 
   Can’t travel to see family?  weep call the people who are never going to see their loved ones again this 
side of heaven 
   You get the idea.  The pandemic is hard for all of us, just in different ways.  Acknowledge that, because we can’t 
get to Reorder without going through the Disorder.  But as Christians, we don’t give up hope in the Disorder.  
When the baby wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger grew up, he said, “I came not to be served,  
but TO SERVE.”  Following his example of serving others before ourselves is the only way we get to the “peace 
on earth, goodwill to all” the angels proclaimed.  May the hope of God’s Reorder be your guiding light.                       
      Peace and protection, wisdom and strength, 
   Rev. Abby 

 
Break Up the Winter Blahs by Preparing to Serve 
   Watch your email for dates and Zoom information for training workshops in January and February. We will offer 
some of our standard training for finance, SPR, and trustees, but we will also offer some workshops like tips for con-
necting for online church and Sojourn to the Past’s “Be a Difference Maker”.    
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December Clergy Birthdays 
 

1   Jim Rhodes             Rogers/Mt. Zion 
4   Jerry Krueger                    Boardman 
6   Matt Darrin                         Howland 
14 Chuck Ready                          Retired 
26 David Andrews            Trinity (Ygst).  

 

January Clergy Birthdays 
 

11  Shane Russo                     Braceveille 
16  Steve Rice              Fowler/Vienna 
31  Cindy Figley                           Negley 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Newsletter Deadline 
   

The deadline for submissions to         
the  

FEBRUARY 2021 edition of      
The Mahoning Valley Messenger  is 

Wednesday, Jan. 21. 
Please be sure to notify us  

if/when you resume  
fundraisers, dinners, etc.  

 

Retiree Breakfast 
 

  Watch your email for news. 
 
 

 

Please Keep in your prayers:    
 
   Copeland Oaks residents and staff. 
All those suffering from COVID-19 in 
different ways.   

 
Review Monthly Remittance       
Statements  

   Please take the time to review your 
church remittance statement each 
month. This is the final quarter for 2020 
and we want to ensure that all appor-
tionment payments are included in the 
current year so that each church gets the 
benefit of having achieved 100% of its 
apportionment commitment. In keeping 
with the notice in The Conference Journal, 
the final payment of the 2020 appor-
tionment year needs to be received  
at our lockbox on or before January 
6, 2021. Checks received in our lockbox 
after January 6, 2021, regardless of the 
postmark date on the envelope, will be 
counted as having been received in 
2021.  

 

The East Ohio Clergy are presenting 
video devotions throughout Advent 
on Facebook.  Follow “End of 2020 

Hymn Reflections” to make this part 
of your Advent journey.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COVID-19 Recommendations  
 

   As of Nov. 23, 2020, due to the ram-
pant and uncontrolled spread of novel 
coronavirus, District Superintendent 
Abby Auman recommends that church-
es not gather together indoors beyond 
what is necessary to make online wor-
ship or food pantry distributions availa-
ble.  Parking lot worship can proceed 
with tech crews remaining very careful. 
   If you are going to be together in-
doors, please observe the following 
based on what we have learned since the 
conference’s guidelines were originally 
published in the spring.  The most im-
portant thing is that the virus primarily 
spreads through exhaled and inhaled 
droplets, which stay in the air longer 
than we thought and travel farther than 
we thought.  Therefore: 
   Require masks for any gathering of   
anyone who does not share a  house-
hold. 
   Require masks to be worn over both 
nose and mouth, the entire time. 
Maintain at least the six-foot dis-
tance and wear masks. 
   Open windows and doors where pos-
sible, even if you have to wear a coat in-
doors as a result.  Also wear your mask 
and keep your distance. 
   If the room feels stuffy, you don’t 
have enough fresh air flowing in! 
We can be contagious before we feel 
sick.  We can be contagious without ever 
feeling sick.  Those whom we infect,  

See next column 

however, could die, and so far it is    
difficult to predict who will recover and 
how quickly. 
   Please observe any federal, state, or 
local public health guidance or orders 
which may be issued due to the rapidly 
changing situation. 
 

With the DS in December 
 

1     Meeting with Bishop 
2 SPRC Meeting 
3 Meeting with Bishop / SPRC mtg. 
8 Cabinet Dyads 
9-11   Cabinet 
 

With the DS in January 
 

5-7 Cabinet Retreat 
14 Zoom meeting 
26-28 Cabinet 
 

THE DISTRICT OFFICE WILL BE 
CLOSED ON FRIDAYS, DEC. 4, 11 

& 18 AND WILL THEN BE CLOSED 
FROM TUESDAY DEC, 22 UNTIL 

MONDAY. JAN 4.   
If you have an emergency and need to 
reach Rev. Auman, please contact her 

via text message. 
 

Until then:  Kathy will be working     
at home much of the time so if you 
need to contact the office, please     

e-mail us at: office@mvdistumc.org.     
If you need to drop-off something    
or conduct business at the office, 

please email first to make sure we’re 
open.  Thank you! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Covid Grant info. 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 

This communication brings important news regarding a Covid-19 grant program for local UM churches in the Mahoning Valley   
District.  
 

Who?  
In 1994, responding to a generous gift from the Leon Beeghly Trust Fund, a District Union was established by the former Youngs-
town District Conference to receive, hold and administer the revenue from this and any other gifts to the District, “for charitable, 
missional and church extension purposes.” The governing board of the Mahoning Valley District Union recently voted over-
whelmingly to designate $40,000 for assisting our churches with ministry expenses related to Covid-19.  
 

What?  
A base grant of $500.00 is available to every qualifying United Methodist church of our District. A qualifying church is one which 
meets all the following criteria:  
• Is a local UM church/charge within the bounds of the Mahoning Valley District  
• Is presently incurring and/or projecting ministry expenses related to Covid-19  
• Has completed and submitted a Covid-19 grant application, signed and dated by the pastor. Applications are subject to review by 
the MVDU President and MV District Superintendent prior to release of grants.  
 

Each church completing the application 
process will receive $500. If there are 
demonstrated needs in excess of $500 for 
which a church requests help, they may be 
considered by the MVDU Board for a   
subsequent grant. Subsequent grants will  
be competitive and contingent upon the 
availability of designated funds at the end 
of the application period.  
 

When?  
The application period is now open. 
Prompt response is encouraged. The dead-
line for submitting grant applications is 
January 15, 2021.  
 

Where?  
 

Applications may be sent to the District 
office either electronically or by mail. Email 
submission is encouraged for quicker turna-
round.  
 

Why?  
This grant program acknowledges that all 
our churches are being impacted by the 
challenges presented by Covid-19. Expens-
es related to this pandemic are significant 
and unforeseen, placing a strain on church-
es in financially difficult times. For the sake 
of our common mission, this initiative part-
ners with churches seeking adaptive ways 
to worship, share the good news and con-
nect with the needs of others in the name 
of Jesus Christ.  
 
To pastors—Thank you for your leadership 
in the local church under conditions un-
precedented in our lifetime. May the Lord 
bless and keep you. We look forward to 
hearing from you soon!  

THE MAHONING VALLEY DROP-OFF SITE IS BOARDMAN UMC,         
6809 MARKET ST., YOUNGSTOWN, 44512.   

Drop-off is Nov. 30-Dec. 4, 9 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.   Items may be brought to the  

Fellowship Hall. Call 330-758-4527 or email: boardmanmethodist@sbcglobal.net 
with questions or to confirm drop-off information.  



Mahoning Valley District Youth Council  
Christmas Service Project 

 

Each youth group and church congregation is challenged to 
mail Christmas cards to residents of Copeland Oaks.  We 

need over one hundred cards sent, so that each resident can 
receive at least one card.  Collect cards at your church and 

then send to: 
 

Copeland Oaks—Attention: Bambi 
800 South 15th Street, Sebring, OH 44672 

 

Please send cards by December 15th! 
Thank you for spreading JOY! 

 
CHRISTMAS IS NOT CANCELLED 

Sunday, December 6th – 3:30 – 5:00 p.m. 
Join our annual Christmas Party COVID Edition  

Youth are encouraged to invite friends! 
ZOOM MEETING: 

MEETING ID:  839 1188 9476 
PASSCODE:  678829 

 

Boardman UMC's Blue Christmas Service, Tuesday, 
Dec. 22, available on-line at boardmanmethodist.org. 
 

   This service acknowledges that for some people in our 
community, the holiday season is not a particularly joy-filled 
time, especially during this difficult year. Persons who have 
experienced pain, loss or perhaps suffer grief or isolation dur-
ing this holiday season, are invited and welcomed to a service 
that allows them the permission to acknowledge their true 
feelings. 
   For some, holidays are difficult in that they may feel lonely, 
and family gatherings can often force us to "put on a happy 
face", denying how we feel. 
   A Blue Christmas service is not maudlin; it is uplifting, all 
the while acknowledging that there are struggles for some at 
this time of the year. All in the community are welcome into 
this service just as they are: grief, loss, pain and all. All are 
invited to find a place of refuge, reflection and hope, as the 
days once again grow longer.  
   All are welcome. 
 

It’s Dinner Time, etc. 
 

Roast Beef Dinner - Western Reserve UMC is having a 
drive-thru dinner on Thurs. Dec. 3 from 4:00 until sold out  
at 4580 Canfield Rd., (Rt 62), Canfield.  

Stuffed Chicken Breast Dinner - Western Reserve UMC is 
having a drive-thru dinner on Thurs, Jan 7, from 4:00 until 
sold out at 4580 Canfield Rd., (Rt 62), Canfield.  

Spaghetti Dinner -  Brookfield UMC is having a Drive-Thru 
spaghetti dinner Jan. 16, 4:00 pm till 6:30 pm or until sold 
out (don’t wait too long!).  Brookfield UMC is located at 6951 
Grove St., Brookfield.   

DISASTER RESPONSE 
 

   The East Ohio Disaster Response Committee wants to re-
mind folks that the best way to respond to hazardous weather 
is advance preparation. As seasons change, this is a good time 
to do a few simple things that can make a big difference in 
coming months. 
   Practice Fire Safety & Prevention: People will be indoors 
now more than ever with the colder temperatures and the 
continuing pandemic. So take action now to protect your 
home and family by having working smoke detectors in the 
home, conducting fire drills, change the batteries in smoke 
and carbon monoxide detectors, have auxiliary heating 
sources serviced, and never leave cooking food unattended.  
   Prepare Your Home’s Exterior: Remove and cut away 
low-hanging and dead tree branches to prevent them falling 
on your home and clean your gutters to prevent snow and ice 
buildup.  
   Prepare Home & Vehicle Emergency Kits: Winter 
emergency kits should include flashlights, batteries, blankets, 
coats, hats, gloves, a battery-operated radio/weather radio, 
first-aid kit, cell phone and charger, and enough nonperisha-
ble food and water to sustain every                                
household member for several days.  
 
Learn more at     
https://weathersafety.ohio.gov/ 
WinterSafetyTips. 
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