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  Christ Always Comes 
 

   I did not feel like celebrating Christmas the year we lost our first pregnancy right     
before Thanksgiving.  Christmas is a hard holiday for those mourning pregnancy or    
infant loss or infertility, because church is a month of pregnancy and baby talk.  One 
of my colleagues told me the story of the year she and her husband had come home 
from caring for sick parents in opposite directions, only to find their Christmas tree 
broken  off and the top half strewn across the floor.  Instead of giving up, they 
hugged each other and said, “Christ always comes.” 

   That phrase carried me through Advent that year.  I’d joined the community chorus because I’d never 
had an opportunity to perform the Hallelujah Chorus before.  In the middle of the Chorus at the concert, 
the electricity went out and the church seemed pitch black.  The orchestra quickly quit playing.  The choir 
faltered for about a measure, but then we kept going, singing our hallelujahs into the dark.  When the 
lights came back on, the orchestra jumped back in.  That was Christmas for me that year:  that was when  
I experienced Christ coming for me in my particular personal darkness.  Christ always has come and he 
always will. 

   Last year was a “laugh or cry” moment when I said to myself, “Well, self, it’s Christmas Day—you   
better fire up your computer and get on three Zooms today!”  We heard sirens constantly that day.  We 
didn’t get to hug anyone outside our household.  We didn’t get to enjoy anyone else’s traditional holiday 
cooking.  We didn’t get to have communion in a church followed by the candlelit Silent Night.  But we 
got to hug each other, and we have family who love so deeply we were glad to be on Zoom, and we had 
no idea what joy would come from seeing an edited-together video of church members wishing each   
other Merry Christmas.  Christ always comes, even if there’s a pandemic! 

   I have no idea what Christmas Eve and Day will be like this year—except still not as “normal” as we 
hoped.  To paraphrase Romans 8:38-39, “I am convinced that [neither supply chain shortages nor labor 
upheavals, neither masks nor lack thereof, neither variants nor Zoom,] nor anything else in all creation 
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  If it feels like we’ve been    
living in a dystopian apocalypse movie for too long, now is the time to switch into a kids “real meaning  
of Christmas” movie.  Christ is coming this Christmas, like always, no matter what. 

 

   May you experience Christ coming again and anew for you, 

Rev. Abby 
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December Clergy Birthdays 
  
 

1  Jim Rhodes     Rogers/Mt. Zion 
4 Jerry Krueger            Boardman 
6  Matt Darrin  
    Howland/Tod Ave./Hubbard 
26 David Andrews       Bunker Hill 
   

January Clergy Birthdays 
 

11 Shane Russo              Niles First 
31         Cindy Figley                    Negley 
 
 
 
 

 
 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 
 

The deadline for submissions                    
to the February 2022 edition of      
The Mahoning Valley Messenger              
is Wednesday, January 19 

Please be sure to notify us if/when you 
resume fundraisers, dinners, etc.  

 

Retiree Breakfast 
 

Wed. Dec. 15 and Jan. 22,  9:00 a.m.   
at  Eat ‘N Park,  5451 Mahoning Ave. 

Austintown 
  
 

 
East Ohio Conference Advanced 
Special 2022 - 2023 Application  

   If your church is involved in or part of 
a ministry or mission that is tied to the 
United Methodist Church, you might 
want to consider applying to become a 
Conference Advanced Special. Having 
your mission or ministry approved as a 
Conference Advanced Special provides 
the opportunity to receive donations 
from churches and individuals in the 
EOC. Deadline for application is Jan.15.  
   For more information, go to:  
https://www.eocumc.com/finance/ 
advance-special.html 

Please Keep in Your Prayers:    
 

   All those suffering from COVID-19     
in different ways 
   George Lee, Linda Baker, DeWayne 
Smith and  Lizzie Weed for medical re-
covery.   The family of Rev. Jim Bloom. 
All pastors and churches during this 
busy and challenging season.  
 

Email 
 

   The conference is standardizing email 
addresses for all conference staff, so the 
district superintendent will send and 
receive email from:  
aauman@eocumc.com and 
DS@mvdistumc.org .  Both addresses 
work and arrive in the same place for 
the time being, so you may use either 
but there’s no need to use both. 
As part of their professional responsibil-
ities, clergy are expected to use email  
for communication with the district   
and conference.  If you change email 
addresses, please let us know.  If your 
email is frequently overwhelmed by 
newsletters and advertisements, 1) un-
subscribe from stuff you don’t need;    
2) create a clean professional email for 
your church work; and/or 3) set up a 
filter so that your pastor-related emails 
go to a folder for easy and quick access. 
 
2022 Budgets Now Due 
 

   To all local church Finance Chairs, 
Treasurers, etc. —  Your 2022 budgets 
were due by Dec. 1.  If you have not 
already done so, please submit your 
budget for next year ASAP.   
 

Leadership Training in Pajamas 

   Beginning in January 2022, leadership 
training on a variety of topics will take 
place via Zoom on Sunday afternoons.  
This will let folks pick the sessions that 
are applicable to them and not have to 
worry about weather, driving, or pan-
demic protocols.  Look for topics like 
Intro to Single Board Model,  How 
Does the Appointment System Work?, 
etc.  A schedule with topics will arrive in 
your email at a future date. 

Pandemic Precautions 

As of this writing, ERs are short on beds 
again, new cases are up this week over 
last week again, and the world is watch-
ing the omicron variant with concern.  
The pandemic is not over.  Ventilate, 
mask up, wash your hands, distance, get vac-
cinated!  The riskiest situations are differ-
ent households gathered indoors with 
poor ventilation and few other precau-
tions.  The people most at risk are those 
who are not vaccinated, followed by the 
elderly and those with certain medical 
conditions that make vaccines less effec-
tive.  How many of those folks might be 
mixing in your sanctuary?  What are you 
doing collectively to reduce the risk of 
transmission? 

 

 
 
 
 

With the DS in December  
  
1 PPRC Consults 
2 BSA Charge Conference 
5 Closed Church review 
8-10 Cabinet  
15 PPRC meeting 
19 Preach at Palmyra 
 
With the DS in January 
 

5-7 Cabinet Retreat 
11 SPRC Consult 
14 District Youth Y-Night 
27 DCOM Local Pastor Interviews 
  
   Due to an assortment of Confer-
ence related activities, the District 
Office will be closed for much of the 
week of Dec. 6.  If you need to come 
to the office for any reason, please 
call first.   
   The office will also be CLOSED 
from Dec. 23 thru January 2. 
 
Denominational Update 
 

   There isn’t one.  No new legislation 
has been adopted since the 2019 Special 
General Conference, so there is nothing 
new to vote on.  We are still waiting to 
see if the 2020 General Conference will 
happen as scheduled to begin in August 
2022.  When and if there is something 
new to vote on, the district superinten-
dent will operate by these three princi-
ples:  1. Full and accurate information;  
2. A transparent process; 3. That reflects 
the discernment of a majority of mem-
bers. 
 



Review Remittance Statement Monthly 
 

   The Conference Finance team reminds 
you to take the time to review your month-
ly church remittance statement each 
month. We want to ensure that all appor-
tionment payments are included in the  
current year so that each church gets the 
benefit of having achieved 100% of its 
apportionment commitment. 
   In keeping with the notice in the East 
Ohio Annual Conference Journal, the  
final payment of the 2021 apportion-
ment year must be received at our  
lockbox on or before January 5, 2022,  
to be credited as a 2021 payment. 
Checks received in our lockbox after Jan. 
5, 2022, regardless of the postmark date on 
the envelope, will be counted as having 
been received in 2022.  
 

Special Session of Jurisdictional       
Conference Held November 10-11 
 

   Building Beloved Community was the theme 
for the special called virtual session of the 
North Central Jurisdictional Conference 
held November 10-11 from a studio in 
Lansing, Michigan. 
   Delegates worshipped together, met in 
breakout groups, adopted the “Covenant 
to Build BeLoved Community” that  
named their commitment to anti-
racism work and LGBTQIA+ inclu-
sion, voted to reduce the number of 
bishops in the NCJ by one, and affirmed 
“A Narrative for the Continuing United 
Methodist Church” written by the Council 
of Bishops. Delegates also: 
· received a report on work being done 

in the NCJ and its annual conferences 
on dismantling racism and considered 
how to further the work. 

· received a report from the NCJ Com-
mittee on the Episcopacy, the NCJ 
Episcopal Leadership Task Force, and 
others on the future shape of episco-
pal leadership including episcopal are-
as and had conversation about the  
future deployment of and role of  
bishops in The UMC,  and utilized the 
processes being developed by the 
Connectional Table and other denomi-
national leaders to discuss the future 
of The United Methodist Church and 
the future work of the North Central 
Jurisdiction. 

   See the Nov. 15 edition of  East Ohio  
E-News for additional information. 
 

EZRA To Be Replaced 
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Bishop Malone to Lead Tour 
 

   Journeys of Paul in Turkey & Greece 
– September 26, 2022 
   Bishop Tracy S. Malone and the Meth-
odist Foundation of Ohio will lead an   
Educational Opportunities Journeys of 
Paul in Turkey & Greece tour September 
26 – October 5, 2022. The trip is open to 
all East Ohio Conference laity and clergy. 
   “On this trip, we will retrace some of the 
missionary journeys of the Apostle Paul 
and see many significant sites of the New 
Testament. The Scriptures will take on new 
meaning as you visit the ancient communi-
ties where Paul established churches, in-
cluding Colossae, Corinth, and Ephesus,” 
Malone shared. 
   During the 10-day journey, visit Istanbul, 
Philippi, Athens, Corinth, Cappadocia, 
Laodicea, Ephesus, and more. The trip 
starts at $3,698* departing on September 
26, 2022 from Cleveland or Colum-
bus, OH or from Pittsburgh, PA. E-mail 
Director of Communications Rick Wol-
cott with any questions. 
*Price reflects a 4% discount and does not include 
the $50 Turkish Visa. 
   See the Nov. 15 edition of  East Ohio  
E-News to learn more and register online. 
 

HIGHER EDUCATION 
Scholarship Opportunities for  

East Ohio Students 
 

   The General Board of Higher Education 
and Ministry (GBHEM) awards over $5 
million in scholarships to United Method-
ist students throughout the connection 
each year. East Ohio students, especially 
those planning on attending a United 
Methodist-related college or university, are 
eligible for many of these scholarships, 
including those specifically for members  
of East Ohio churches. Parents, pastors, 
and youth leaders of high school seniors 
are encouraged to let their students know 
about the existing local and denomination 
scholarship opportunities that can be 
found on the Conference website. 
   Learn more at eocumc.com and apply 
beginning in December. 

Clergy RENEWAL GRANT Reminder  
(excerpts from Rev. Auman’s October 

Newsletter message): 
 

   Currently, one of my biggest concerns 
regarding pandemic effects upon the  
Mahoning Valley District of the United 
Methodist Church is clergy burnout and 
its cascading effects.   
   Shorter term, this leads to pastors mak-
ing bad decisions.  In the best cases, that 
means uninspiring sermons and being 
short-tempered; which increases conflict, 
decreases participation, and undermines 
evangelism.  In the worst case, it rises to 
the level of clergy misconduct, which has 
the potential to destroy a church. 
   Longer term, clergy burnout leads at 
worst to people leaving the ministry 
prematurely.  We are already dealing with 
the Baby Boomer retirement wave.  Prior 
to the pandemic, the Mahoning Valley 
has had the most pastors leave prema-
turely during my tenure, as compared to 
other districts and previous years.  Local 
churches suffer in many ways under poor 
clergy leadership and the DS cannot do 
anything visionary when this most basic 
demand recurs year round. 
   In response to unprecedented-in-our-
lifetimes events, the Mahoning Valley   
District Union is offering unprecedented 
clergy renewal grants to partner in the 
work of restoring clergy souls so that they 
may again offer Good News to other 
thirsty souls. 
   Each actively serving clergyperson and 
lay pulpit supply person is eligible for a 
$300 reimbursement grant to be used for   
a spiritual renewal retreat by January 31, 
2022.  They must go away somewhere that 
is not an information and planning confer-
ence, and submit receipts with their appli-
cation.   
   We ask churches to partner in this effort.  
Churches stand to benefit from a renewed 
pastor!  Please pray for  your pastor, know-
ing your pastor will be praying for you dur-
ing this time.  Please count this as part of 
the spiritual renewal time included in the 
conference journal rather than vacation.   
If possible, arrange for a guest preacher 
the Sunday before or after.  Please allow 
continuing education funds to be used if 
necessary to supplement the district’s 
grant, or consider taking up a pastor appre-
ciation or holiday love offering for this 
purpose.   
  Grant application forms are available 
from the district Office.  



IMPORTANT YOUTH MINISTRY 
DATES: 
 

Y Night - We will gather for a night of 
worship, leadership and fun on Friday, 
January 14 at the YMCA of Youngstown.   
   Youth Leaders 24-hour Retreat 
Please mark your calendar for Jan. 21-22. 
We will have a 24-hour retreat at the  
Embassy Suites in North Canton.  
   Our theme will be "Relentless" and we 
will focus on prayer. Plan on participating 
as a Sabbath retreat as we spend time in 
prayer and practicing different types of 
prayer.   The Bishop will also be with us 
for a time. More info will be coming soon! 
Confirmation Retreats are happening in 
February. Camp Asbury will be Feb. 4-6 
and Camp Wanake will be Feb. 25-27.      
  The focus at both will be around Meth-
odist history. Please plan on bringing your 
group for a great weekend to learn togeth-
er with other UM Confirmands.  
Camp Asbury Regional Retreat – Youth 
and their leaders will gather at camp     
Asbury on March 4 - 6 to work on mis-
sion and faith development. Youth leaders, 
there is no planning on your part once you 
get to the retreat.   We just ask that you 
come and participate throughout the 
weekend!   
   Ohio Youth Annual Conference will 
be held June 17-19 at Walsh Universi-
ty in North Canton. This is a bit of a 
change as was previously announced due 
to a change in Annual Conference dates.     
   We are in the process of securing great 
talent for this event. So, be sure to put it 
on your calendar. Registration will begin 
early in January. All housing and food will 
be accommodated right on campus. So, 
there will be very little planning needed on 
your part. Get your teens pumped for 
this!  

TEACH.REACH.BLESS  
 

   82% of Needed Funds Collected; Still 
Time for You to Make a Difference 
The East Ohio Conference Teach • Reach 
• Bless campaign needs to collect only 
$276,025 to reach our goal of collecting 
the needed $1.5 million to build and fur-
nish a new residence hall for female stu-
dents at Africa University. The new hall is 
needed because increasing enrollment at 
Africa University and a lack of on-campus 
housing means that some students com-
mute from remote areas and find afforda-
ble off-campus housing, putting female 
students at risk of living in and being sub-
jected to untenable situations.   Thanks to 
the strong support of the laity and clergy 
of the East Ohio Conference, even during 
the pandemic,   the money from the three-
year Teach • Reach • Bless campaign could 
be collected by the end of the second year, 
meaning ground could be broken in early 
2022 for the new residence hall. To help 
make this happen, a challenge gift from 
Rev. Bill & Marty McFadden will add $1 to 
every $3 collected in 2021. This means that 
if the Conference collects $207,019 of the 
needed $276,025, the resulting challenge 
gift from that amount of $69,006 will put 
us at our goal of collecting $1.5 million to 
build and furnish a new residence hall for 
female students at Africa University. 
   Go to the Nov. 29 edition of  E-News 
to /HDUQ�PRUH�DERXW�DQG�VXSSRUW�WKH�
7HDFK���5HDFK���%OHVV�FDPSDLJQ� 

 

It’s Dinner Time, etc. 
 

Soup Luncheon - Dec. 10, & Jan. 14 11-
1:00 at Negley UMC, 50865 Richardson 
Ave., Negley  44441.  Free/by donation.  
 

Breakfast - Sat. Dec. 11 & Jan. 8, 8:30-11 
at Smith Corners UMC.,  3000 S. Canfield-
Niles Rd., Youngstown.  Free/by dona-
tion.  
 

Drive-Thru Dinners - Thurs. Dec. 16 & 
Jan. 20, 5-7 p.m. at West Austintown 
UMC, 6749 Mahoning Ave., Austintown.  
Free/by donation. 
 

Breakfast - Sat., Dec. 18  &  Jan. 15,       
7-10:30 a.m. at  Damascus UMC, 300   
Valley Rd., Salem. 

 

Chili Sale - Sat. Dec. 18 & Jan. 15, 10:00 
a.m. until sold out at Ohltown UMC, 2001 
Ohltown Rd., Mineral Ridge.   
 

Chicken Dinners to Go - Thurs. Jan. 6 
4:00 until sold out at Poland UMC, 1940 
Bdmn-Poland Rd. (Rt. 224). 
 

Swiss Steak Dinner- Western Reserve 
UMC is having a drive-thru dinner on 
Thurs, Jan. 6 from 4:00 until sold out at 
4580 Canfield Rd., (Rt 62), Canfield.  
 

 
 
 

 
 

SPANISH/ENGLISH BIBLE available 
to good home.  Contact the District Office   
if interested. 

Mahoning Valley District 
The United Methodist  Church 
PO Box 11260 
Youngstown, OH  44511 
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