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   Don’t Call Me . . .  

    

     Who should you call “baby”? 
1) Someone with whom you have an intimate relationship where this is an agreed-upon affec-
tionate term—like your romantic partner, a family member (“Baby Girl”), or a close friend. 
2) Someone whose age is still measured in months, likely fewer than 18 months 
     Who should you NOT call “baby”? 
1)  Anyone else;    
2)  In particular, the young adults attending or visiting your church;                                               
3) Also, your pastor or colleague or district superintendent 
     Why, you might wonder, is this appearing in our series about welcoming summer guests?      

    Well, it needs to be said because this is a problem in United Methodist churches across our conference. 
 Most of our churches bemoan their lack of people under age 50.  Many of our churches request a young(er) pastor.   
Yet when young(ish) adults do show up, they may be greeted with exclamations of, “Oh, you look so young that I 
thought you were 12, but then I saw your kids!”  or “How old are you?...You’re just a baby yet!”  Now, first, the only 
people who find it a compliment to be guessed to be 12-year-olds are 10-year-olds.  Second, if you think back upon  
your own life experiences, while you didn’t know then what you know now, did you think you were a baby at 17, 23,    
or 37?  Of course not!  All of us have already learned some tough life lessons by those ages. Many of us have a certain 
amount of education, training, or professional experience by then.  Many of us can point to real achievements at those 
ages.  When you call someone a baby, especially upon first meeting them, you’re dismissing all that without even know-
ing it!  Third, if you can’t accept a 40something or 30something as an adult, why would they, let alone a 20something   
or teen, want to come to your church? 
   Let’s offer some charitable explanations why this happens.  One is that as we age, we (hopefully) grow in wisdom,  
experience, and understanding, so that we might marvel at how much we didn’t know when we were younger as we look 
back upon our lives.  Another is that our perspective is a little skewed.  Many of us don’t have many younger people in 
our churches, so we forget both what they look like and what they are capable of at their stage of life.  Because of eco-
nomic circumstances in the Valley, many of our communities have more older and fewer younger people than the coun-
try as a whole, so we don’t see young adults much in our communities, either.  And maybe, just maybe, there’s a little  
bit of pain, grief, or jealousy as a result of aging in a society that hypervalues youth? 
  So let’s go to the other side.  Who should you call “old geezer/fart/fogey/crone/maid”? 

1) Yourself (but only if you want to) 
2) A friend in a similar age bracket who is a close enough friend to tell you if it’s not funny 

  Who should you NOT call “old geezer/fart/fogey/crone/maid”? 
1) Anyone else; 
2) In particular, the senior adults attending or visiting your church; 
3) Also, your pastor or colleague or district superintendent 

Such language is similarly dismissive, hurtful, and undervaluing of the human beings who have come seeking God’s 
presence and looking for a church family.  Yes, we may have generational frustrations.  But do we believe that Jesus 
loves people any less when they turn 65, 73, or 88?  Do we really mean “all are welcome”?  Are our “open minds, open 
hearts, open doors” open only to certain ages, or to everyone? 

 

Continues on Page 2 
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July Clergy Birthdays 
 
 

3 Stephen Knisely     
         East Liverpool 1st 

6 Vern Shepherd                   Canfield 
13   Bob Schmitt                          Boyce 
11 Jared Woodward           614 Church 
21   Doug George                        Salem 
24 Mark McTrustry   
       East Pal. Centenary 
 

August Clergy Birthdays 
 

2 Greg Calko   
       Youngstown Ministry Team 
15 Dick Smith                      Brookfield 
18 Ken Kelley                    Church Hill 
19 Pat Smith           Riley’s & Salineville 
23   Vernon Palo                    Damascus 

 
MV District Retirees & Spouses  

     
 

There will be a picnic on Wednesday, 
Aug.  22, at noon at the home of Chuck 

and Joanie Ready, 803 S. Main St.,    
Columbiana.   

Meat, beverage and table service will be 
provided—please bring a dish to share.  

 
The deadline for submissions          
to the SEPTEMBER(!) 2018 

Newsletter  is 
Monday, August 20 

 
Pastors - If we have your birthday  
listed incorrectly - or not at all -     

please let us know.  
 
 

 

Mark Your Calendars 

 NOW 

    for REACHING NEW PEOPLE, 
a workshop led by Paul Nickershon 

 
   Friday, Sept. 29, 4:00-9:00 p.m. and 
Saturday, Sept. 30, 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.        
(location to be announced).  
   Details—including cost and regis-
tration information —Coming soon.   

 

   Participation in this workshop will 
fulfill the clergy Compass Group Re-
quirement.  You will leave the workshop 
with a six-month action plan.  

    
See page 4 for additional  info.   

     

   Don’t Call Me . . .  Continued 
 

   So, let’s knock off the dismissive age 
comments and replace them with Gold-
en Rule thinking.  Do you want to be 
judged based on your age, or would you 
rather be known as a full human being 
who has gifts and a unique perspective 
to offer?  Well, then. 
   May your summer be graced with 
meeting Christ in all kinds of wonderful   
people, 
 

Rev. Abby Auman 

 
   Please keep in your prayers: 
 

    Please pray for all the pastors, fami-
lies, and churches involved in appoint-
ment changes.  Please also pray for our 
retirees, esp. Rev. George & Ginny 
Schreckengost, and Rev. Marian Glass, 
who are battling various ailments.  
 
    Appointment Changes in the               
 Mahoning Valley District as of July 1 
 

    Pastor Bob Schmitt, appointed to 
Boyce UMC, East Liverpool. 
 

   Special Anniversary Wishes         
go out to Rev. George and Ginny 

Schreckengost, who will celebrate their 
70th  wedding anniversary on       

July 17.   
 

Take a Hike (Rescheduled): 
 

The Youngstown MetroParks / Mill 
Creek Park is one of the country’s oldest 

metroparks systems, and a real gem!  
Clergy are invited to join the DS  at the 
Fellows Riverside Gardens on Wed., 
July 11 at 9:30am to enjoy God’s crea-
tion and each other’s company.  We will 
meet outside the visitor  center.  Fellows 
Riverside Gardens has far fewer steps 
and hills than some of the other parks, 

including flat areas for strolling. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Time of Prayer 
 

   Clergy are invited to a time of prayer 
with the DS on Monday, July 16 at 
9:30am at Woodhaven Chapel at West-
ern Reserve UMC.  This is an outdoor 

chapel in the woods at the back of 
WRUMC’s parking lot (you know, 
where the district office sign often 

points?).  Come pray for yourselves, 
your church, the world, each other.  

Some of the prayer time will be       
structured and some free as the        

Spirit leads you. 

If there is interest in these events, we 
will schedule more  

With the DS in July 
 

2-3   New Pastor welcome 
4 Independence Day 
8 Church Conference 
9 Planning  
10 New Clergy Orientation 
11 File review 
18 UMCC Board Meeting 
25 8YA Planning 
27  Copeland Oaks Board Meeting 
 

With the DS in August 
 

6 Consults 
7 Consults 
10-24   Vacation 
25 Rule of Christ Training  
27 Consults 
28 Consults 
29   8YA Planning 
 

Summer Office Schedule: 
 

   The District Office will be CLOSED    
July 4, 5 & 6 and will also be closed on 
Fridays until after Labor Day.  
 
Charge Conference Forms 
 

   We expect to email charge conference 
season forms by mid-July.  Pastors 
should have received an invitation to 
sign up for their one-on-one DS con-
sults.  Please contact Kathy in the dis-
trict office if you did not. 

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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EOC Delegation Offers Listening      
Sessions 
 

   At its April/May meeting the Council 
of Bishops recommended the One 
Church Plan as a Way Forward for   
The United Methodist Church.  Having 
received and considered the extensive 
work of the  Commission on a Way  
Forward, the Council of Bishops will 
submit a report to the February 23-26, 
2019 Special Session of the General 
Conference that includes: 
 

• The Council’s recommendation 
of the One Church Plan. 

• A historical narrative of the Coun-
cil’s discernment process regarding 
all three plans: The Traditionalist 
Plan, The One Church Plan and the 
Connectional Conference Plan.   

 

   Delegates to the Special Session are 
elected by their respective annual con-
ferences. The East Ohio delegation is 
offering clergy and laity an opportunity 
to engage the proposed legislation by    
participating in one of these five  
Listening Sessions:  
 

• Sat., Sept. 8, 10 am - 1 pm,      
Wildare UMC (this is the closest 
location to our district) 

• Sat., Sept. 29, 10 am - 1 pm,   
Cambridge Christ UMC 

• Tues., Oct. 9, 6:30 - 9 pm,  New 
Philadelphia First UMC 

• Sat., Oct. 20, 10 am - 1 pm,     
Ashland First UMC 

• Tues., Nov. 6, 6:30 - 9 pm,               
      Aldersgate UMC  
 

   As of newsletter press time, the full 
legislation had not been published.  
When it is released, be sure to read the 
legislation available through umc.org in 
addition to whatever opinion pieces you 
may choose to consider. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Volunteers In Mission Team Trips 
    
   Have you always been interested in 
joining a mission team but don’t know 
what to do or how to do it? Mission 
journeys are travels that transform our 
lives through blessings, dreams and   
visions of strangers who over time    
become friends, through beautiful     
moments and bumpy roads as we      
answer a call to serve in new plac-
es.   Do you have a yearning to discover, 
to experience deep reflections and ex-
haustion for the hope of being a part the 
mission story.  Educators, medical folks, 
electricians, handy people, construction 
workers, pastors, all sorts of folks are 
needed to build relationships, share the 
Gospel, and help leave the world better 
than you found it for the sake of 
Christ.  Remember God does not call 
the qualified, God qualifies the 
called.  Your skills, prayers, witness, per-
sonality, and gifts are an answer to 
someone's prayers.   
   Here is a list of places where the East 
Ohio Conference of the UMC is in-
volved.  Contact the person about the 
place that grabs your heart and curiosity 
and see what worlds will open up for 
you!  If you have a general question, 
please contact kdickriede@gmail.com.   
   Go ahead, say a prayer for courage, be 
brave, take a risk and contact someone 
today! 
   Additional information and 2018-19    
trips are listed at eocumc.com under  
Missions.   
 
Bible Schools around the District: 
 

   Brookfield UMC - July 9-13.  Go to 
Brookfieldyouthministry@gmail.com   
or call 330-448-1001 for information/
location.  
   Niles First UMC - July 23-26,   
5:30-8 p.m. at Niles First — 608 N 
Crandon Ave., Niles 44446.  Dinner  
will be served each night.  Jointly    
sponsored with Niles 1st Presbyterian 
and Trinity Lutheran Church. Call     
330-652-1439 for information. 
   Smith Corners - July 11-14, 9-noon 
lunch is included.  Call 330-799-9390  
for more information. 
 

Positions Available in the East Ohio 
Conference 
 

   The Ohio East Episcopal Area of The 
United Methodist Church is seeking a 
full-time Executive Secretary to the 
Bishop.  A detailed description of the 
position may be found at eocumc.com/ 
July 2 E-News. 
   Interested, qualified candidates are 
invited to submit a resume, including at 
least three references, to Assistant to the 
Bishop the Rev. Dr. Gary George.  Re-
sumes will be received through August 
31.  They can be sent via e-mail or U.S. 
mail (8800 Cleveland Ave., N.W., North 
Canton, OH 44720).   
   The East Ohio Conference of The 
United Methodist Church is seeking 
applications for the Administrative 
Assistant to the Director of Connec-
tional Ministries.  A detailed descrip-
tion of the position may be found in the 
July 2 E-News. 
   The administrative assistant reports to 
and is responsible for supporting the 
director of Connectional Ministries in 
fulfilling the mission and vision of the 
East Ohio Conference. This includes 
communicating, budgeting, reporting, 
and coordinating for a variety of minis-
tries and committees.  Experience with 
and understanding of The United Meth-
odist Church is desirable but not re-
quired for this position, which is full-
time, hourly, and non-exempt with 
health care and retirement benefits pro-
vided.  Interested applicants must email 
a letter of interest and current resume to 
Director of Connectional Ministries the 
Rev. Steven Court by July 23. Employ-
ment is anticipated to begin Sept. 1. 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
Learning, Lunch and Laughter     
 

   Our annual gathering/training session 
for local church secretaries and adminis-
trative assistants will be held a little later 
than usual this year.  Watch your news-
letter & e-mail for the new date.   



Mahoning Valley District 
The United Methodist  Church 
PO Box 11260 

Return Service Requested 
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REACHING NEW PEOPLE, cont.   
   A Team of clergy and lay people re-
ceive two days (usually Friday evening 
and Saturday) on intensive, practical, 
hands-on training on how growing con-
gregations reach new people.  Topics 
include: 

How 1955 strategies no longer work 
A discussion about where your church 

is right now 
How to re-introduce the church to the 

community  
How to re-arrange the pastor’s work 

week and get him/her out into the 
community meeting new people 

How to develop a culture of invitation 
in the congregation 

Each church team comes out of the 
weekend with a 6-month plan of Action. 
The workshop in followed by a year of 
cluster coaching (see below), to imple-
ment your Action Plan. 
   Description of Cluster Coaching 
Calls 
   There are monthly coaching calls (one 
month a pastor’s call and the next 
month, the pastor and teams).  On each 
call there will be a worksheet to contin-
ue to guide your work. This continues 
for six months and then there is another 
face-to-face training called a “Tune Up 
Day”.  Each church is encouraged to 
bring more people to this day, more 
training is given and each church comes 
out of the day with a new 6 month   
Action Plan.  We then return to the 
monthly coaching calls.  In between 
calls, each church has unlimited email 
coaching. 
   Teams will also receive a weekly  
newsletter with ideas, coaching tips and 
best practices of churches around the 
country.  

   Pastor’s Calls 
   The most important feature of pas-
tors’ calls is “Just in time coaching”; 
coaching for the issues that are front 
and center for your church and need 
timely guidance. 
   Other issues that often are addressed    
       on Pastors’ calls include: 
  Leadership Style:  Often the DISC  

profile is used to discuss leadership 
style and how that affects reaching 
new people. 

  Freeing up 20% of time for networking 
  Networking strategies and how to     
       begin to invite new people 
  The use of time around what is   
     “important” and what is “urgent” 
  Developing more leadership for the  
      church 
  How to deal with resistance 
  Building your Team 
   Team Calls 
When Teams gather for conference 
calls, here are some of the issues often 
addressed: 
“Just in time coaching” around issues 

that are front and center 
Building allies for this process of 

reaching new people 
Developing regular member/guest ac-

tivities and a culture of invitation 
How to get out into the community 

and make connections 
How to deal with resistance 
How to celebrate success 
Best practices from churches around 

the country 
   The goal of all these calls (and the 

emails in between calls) is to help 
you bear fruit in your setting: to 
make a difference in the lives of 
people and the community you 
serve.           Paul Nickerson 

IT’S DINNER TIME 
 

Chicken Dinners to Go - Thurs.   
Aug. 2, 4:00 until sold out at Poland 
UMC, 1940 Boardman-Poland Rd.  
 

Drive Thru Chicken Dinner - Thurs. 
July 12 & Aug. 9, 3:30 until sold out at 
Calvary UMC, 12062 South Ave.,  
North Lima. 
 

Free Pancake, Sausage & Egg  
Breakfast - Sat. July 14 & Aug. 11,        
9-11:30 at Smith Corners UMC, 3000 S. 
Canfield Niles Rd., Austintown. 
 

Free Supper at the Corner - Thurs. 
July 19 & Aug. 16, 4:30-6:00 at Smith 
Corners. 
 

Et Cetera  . . .  
 

Family Fun Night  - Friday, July 27  
& Aug. 24,  6-8 p.m. at Smith Corners 
UMC, 3000  S. Canfield Niles Rd.,    
Austintown.  Food, music, hayride, 
games, fellowship.   
 

Veterans Picnic - Thursday, July 12, 
6:00 p.m. at Ohltown UMC, 2001    
Ohltown Rd., Mineral Ridge 444440. 

Call 330-652-6614 for information.  
 

Family Fun Night - Friday, Aug. 10,  
6-9 p.m. at Ohltown UMC, 2001 Ohl-
town Rd., Mineral Ridge 444440.  Call 
330-652-6614 for information 
 

Summer Fest - Aug. 11 & 12 on the 
Brookfield Village Green, Sponsored by 
Brookfield UMC.  Family fun, food 
booths, displays, craft & vendor show.  
Got to www.mybrookfield church.com 
for full schedule and more information.   
   
 


