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A COVID-19 BLESSING  
 

   I expect we all join my daughter in wanting the novel coronavirus to go 
to Mars, but it is here to stay for a while.  Most if  not all of  us have some 
version of  pandemic fatigue and do not want the current new normal to  
be the permanent new normal.  Hot spots, spikes, clusters, super spread-
ers, R0, seven day average, trends, local new cases, pre-symptomatic—all 
of  these and more are things we’ll have to learn about and pay attention  
to as the pandemic situation locally shifts and we continue adapting. 

   Please ask the following questions as you make summer plans, for yourself  and your church: 

What is it my soul really needs?   — or—What is the need to be met? 
For example:  to see other people without a screen in between 

How can God help me/us creatively meet that need? 
Perhaps worship continues online or drive-in but I gather with a smaller group for study, prayer, 
conversation, and/or friendship. 

How can we reduce the risk of  spreading the virus as we do so? 
Meet outside, wear masks, keep our distance, wash hands, limit group size, eat at home. 

   I know this is hard, but I also know that God is with us and will carry us through.  Here is              

   a COVID-19 blessing for your summer: 
  

Cultivate a home for Christ in your heart so his light shines forth from your eyes—above your mask, which 
you wear every time you leave your house 

Reach out and connect—while staying 6 feet away 

Get your hands dirty serving—and wash them frequently and long 

Invite people into your hearts—and out of  doors 

Make global local—pay attention to the new case numbers in your county and adjust your actions accord-
ingly to love your community and your world 

May the peace of  God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus,     
whatever circumstances come to pass. 

 

 Pastor Abby 

Rev. Abby Auman 
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July Clergy Birthdays 
 

3     Steve Knisely      East Liverpool 1st 
7     John Fitch               Franklin Square 
11   Jared Woodward            614 Church 
 

August Clergy Birthdays 
 

1 Fred Higgins  
    Berlin Center/Sebring 
2 Greg Calko    Millcreek Community 
10   Barry French                   Niles First 
14   Elizabeth Weed         Warren Grace 
15   Dick Smith                      Brookfield  
19 Pat Smith   
      New Waterford/North Lima     
29  Shannon Trenton           Church Hill 
 

 

 
 

Newsletter Deadline 
   

The deadline for submissions to the  
SEPTEMBER edition of      

The Mahoning Valley Messenger  
is Wednesday,  
August 29 

Please be sure to notify us  
if/when you resume  

fundraisers, dinners, etc.  
 

Retiree Breakfast 
 

  District Retirees will not meet for   
fellowship until October 28. 
Watch this space for more                 

information. 
  

Annual Conference to Meet Virtually 
Sept. 26-27 for AC 2020  

   Out of an abundance of care for all 
members of Annual Conference, Bishop 
Tracy S. Malone, after prayerful discern-
ment and in consultation with the     
Extended Cabinet, leadership of the 
Board of Ministry, and the Annual  
Conference secretary, has made the   
decision that Annual Conference 2020, 
and the Clergy Executive Session that 
precedes it, will be conducted virtually 
on the previously announced dates of 
September 25-27. For more info. go to: 
https://eocumcnews.com/2020/06/04
/eoc-annual-conference-members-to-
meet-virtually-september-26-27-for-ac-
2020/  

Please keep in your prayers:    
 

   Prayer concerns:  Sharon French (wife 
of Barry French, Niles First), recovering 
from knee surgery; Kathy Barton 
(Elkton) recovering from kidney trans-
plant; the many people having to make 
emotional adjustments to their annual 
conference milestone being virtual or 
otherwise different; churches and pas-
tors in transition. 
   Please pray for our retirees,  many of 
whom are facing medical issues and  
everyone affected in any way by the 
Coronavirus Pandemic., physically,  
emotionally, or financially. 
     
Dear churches,  
 
   THANK YOU to those of you who 
had conversations with your pastors 
about some time off for renewal.  If you 
didn’t do so yet, it’s not too late to have 
that conversation and make some plans 
for the summer! 
 
Thank you, 
Rev. Abby 
  
Considering Seminary? 
 

   Thanks to the support of generous 
donors, Methodist Theological School  
in  Ohio (MTSO) offers full scholar-
ships to all qualified UM applicants who 
are pursuing  ordination.   
   Go to 222.mtso.edu for more        
information.   

   With the DS in July and August 
 

   As with so much else these       
days, Rev. Auman’s schedule is     

ever-changing. 
 

Rest assured that she is still working, 
   using telephone, text, e-mail and    

video-conferencing whenever possible. 
 

In addition, Kathy is working primarily 
from home but is checking e-mail  

messages on a regular basis and is in the 
office a few times a week.  Make an  

appointment (by e-mail) if you need to 
come to the office for any reason. 

 

If you need to contact Rev. Auman, 
please e-mail her at  
ds@mvdistumc.org.  

 

If you need to contact the office, 
please e-mail us at 

office@mvdistumc.org.              
 

The district office  
will be CLOSED 

JULY 1, 2 & 3   and will remain 
closed on FRIDAYS  
during July & August 

 

Special thanks go    

out to Rev. Ken 

Gifford, Becky 

Gifford, and Connie 

Arnato of Poland 

UMC for the great 

work they did to make the District 

Conference come off without a hitch. 

Members-at-Large 2021 
 

The following persons were elected 
at the District Conference to 
serve as Members-at-Large to Annual 
Conference 2021:   
 

Judy Briceland           Berlin Center 
Margaret Javens       New Waterford 
Dori Kinkopf                Deerfield 
Garrett Silsbe            Coalburg 
Jon Siron                       Canfield 
Laurie Spatholt           NL Calvary 
Cheryl Thompson          Canfield 
Gary Todd                     Negley 
Ruby Weymouth        East Liv. 1st 
Stefanie Williams            Canfield 
Mary Lou Henneman     Boardman 
Penny Wells        Millcreek Community 
Karen Myers  Millcreek Community 
Betsy Stark  Millcreek Community 
Carolyn Pytlick  Vienna 
Joel Evans  614 
Ken Schultz  614 
Sam Mohn           Niles 1st 
Bob Hoy            Howland 
Holly Stephens       West Austintown 
Larry Warren  Poland 
Mark Stamford       Woodland Park 
Wendy Shone  Girard 
Nancy Hoy            Howland 
Janel Darrin            Howland 
Gabrielle Darrin            Howland  
Samuel Darrin               Howland 
Alberta Morales            Howland 
Dennis Henneman      Boardman 
Sally Chappell                 Salem 



 
EOC Media Center 

 
The Media Center is featuring following           
   resources from our Evangelism section: 
Get Their Name; Grow Your Church 

by Building New Relationships in 
practical terms how to change the 
habits of leaders and entire congrega-
tions, so that  invitation is natural, 
constant, systemic, genuine, and easy.  

Just Walk Across The Room teaches us     
to “live in 3-D” – developing friendships, 
discovering stories, and discerning the  
appropriate next steps. 
Prayerwalking Your Community gives 
you everything you need to start a Prayer-
walking Ministry or conduct a widespread 
Prayerwalk of your community.   
Plugged In; Connecting Students to 
the Heart of God’s Biblical Practices 
will show them how they can be “plugged 
in” every step of the way–and the amazing 
difference it will make. 

To reserve these or other resources, call 
the Media Center at (800) 831-3972 x139 

or send an e-mail to                               
sarnold@eocumc.com. Browse the          

resource catalog at 
www.rqmweb.com/eocumc.   

 

Still Need a Lakeside “Fix?” 

INVITE, IGNITE, INSPIRE 
Church Revitalization Conference, 

  
August 30 - September 2, 2020 

 
A conference for pastors and laity         
interested in and committed to the        

revitalization of the local church. Based   
on his 10 years of leading a church from 

rebirth to explosive growth, keynote 
speaker, Rev. Andrew Forrest will share 

proven strategies for reaching the         
unchurched in a secular culture. Leaders  
in the areas of church planting, church 
growth, and church vibrancy will lead 

workshops each day. 
 

Go to:  Lakesideohio.com/Inspire 
for more information 

 

 

“Start the Journey” 
 

   A study examining injustice against Black Americans in the U.S. and East Ohio. 
   East Ohio Board of Church and Society, Multicultural Vitality and Methodist  
Federation for Social Action (MFSA) invite you into a study and extended convers-
ation about racism in our church & communities today 
   Join us over Zoom for this multi-week study as we read, watch, and learn together 
about racism in our church and communities. Participants will: 
   � Examine United Methodist and Christian tenets on race 
   � Apply guiding principles of the “Beloved Community” 
   � Consider such specific aspects of injustice as healthcare, education, and criminal-
ization as examined by respected authorities 
� Reflect and participate in weekly conversation on Facebook 
   The purpose of this interactive study is to seek means of reconciling and restoring 
just mercy as united people of God, that we might grow a healthy, wholesome 
“beloved community.” 
 

How do I start?  1. Join the Deacons of East Ohio to watch the film Just Mercy  
and participate in follow up conversation. This film can be accessed through various 
media platforms.  While watching Just Mercy please consider questions that are post-
ed on FACEBOOK. Participants are also encouraged to keep a personal journal 
throughout the study.   2. Join the Facebook group: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/661997421313650/ 
   3. Look for further details for the start of the studies in the East Ohio E-News 
 

   After viewing “Just Mercy” – Join the Kickoff Zoom Meeting on Racial Discussion 

and Actions: “What Can I Do?” on Aug 3rd at 7PM. Additional details will be issued 

later but for now mark your calendar.  

 



 

Youth Annual Conference 2020 Goes Virtual 
 
   On Sunday, June 14 Conference Council on Youth        
Ministries (CCYM) held its first-ever virtual Youth Annual 
Conference (YAC). The decision was made to meet virtually 
out of an abundance of care for youth and adults during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Shane Claiborne, Egypt Speaks and 
Tribe Collective delivered the same powerful messages and 
passionate worship to laptops, smart phones and iPads that 
they would have shared from the stage if YAC had been   
able to be held in-person. 
   “I believe that even if we’re not in the same room, God     
is here among us and the Spirit will move,” said EOC       
Director of Young People’s Ministries Kaye Wolfinger  

See next column 

   
 at the beginning of the broadcast. “Stay hopeful friends.     
 The world is crazy, but God is bigger.” 
    To view the virtual YAC 2020, go to www.eocumc.com     
  and go to the June 15, 2020 edition of E-News.  

Mahoning Valley District 
The United Methodist  Church 
PO Box 11260 
Youngstown, OH  44511 
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Most dinners and other fund-raisers have been          
suspended for the duration of the health emergency. 

 

Please keep your favorite dinners  
and fund raising projects in mind  

as they’re going to need your support  
once the crisis is over  

.COVID-19 Mahoning Valley District Information Central, Updated 
 

What’s the status of…? 
 

The District Superintendent—available by email, phone, text, and Zoom; meeting with people 
outdoors. 

District Office—open online Mon.-Thurs; in the office some days.  Make an appointment by 
email if  you need to come in for something. 

Clergy Executive Session—postponed to Sept. 25, 2020; will be held virtually. 

Annual Conference—postponed to September 26-27, 2020; will be held virtually. 

Postponed 2020 Jurisdictional Conference—rescheduled for Nov. 10-12, 2021 

Postponed 2020 General Conference—rescheduled for August 29-Sept. 7, 2021 

Worship—on a church-by-church basis.  Many have some kind of  online option if  yours does 
not! 

Appointment Changes—still happening July 1. 

Charge Conferences—Fall plans will be shared this summer as is the normal practice—watch 
your email for updates.  For property and other matters, as always—call the  DS.  For a called 
charge conference, expect to meet outdoors. 


