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     Be Our Guests . . .  
 

   After reading last month’s newsletter, you updated your signage and your internet presence, 
reminded your greeting team of their focus on guests, and made sure the flower beds aren’t 
growing a thistle crop, so you are ready for the arrival of summer guests looking for a new 
church home!  Will their worship experience make them want to come back? Here’s some 
questions based on my (almost) year of visiting different churches. 

 Will guests know what to do?  The last thing a guest wants is to feel out of place when everyone 
else knows what to do.  Many of our churches are operating as though everyone already knows 
when to stand, what communion is, and where the restrooms are.  Some of our churches don’t 

even list the doxology.  Think about what that would be like if it were your first time at church:  you’re carefully 
following your bulletin, the next thing listed is the sermon, but suddenly everyone else stands and starts singing 
a song you don’t know!  You need to be giving instructions about when people stand, which hymnal to use, 
how communion is served, and telling people what to do when.  Depending on your service style, you might be 
sharing this information in the bulletin, on the screen, and/or orally, but make sure people know what’s going 
to happen!   

Will guests know who is doing what?  Everyone should introduce themselves or be introduced when they speak—even if 
there are no guests present, so it becomes natural.  It’s also a good idea to list the different worship leaders in 
the bulletin. 

Have you made it easy for guests to participate?  Are there offering envelopes and prayer cards in the pews?  Are there in-
structions for electronic giving?  Are the offering envelopes older than your pastor?  Do you tell guests where to 
find busy bags for kids and restrooms for all? 

Are you maintaining quality worship during the summer, in spite of fluctuating numbers?   
Will your guests be bored during announcements and prayer requests?  In other words, are these two times in the service in-

comprehensible to outsiders due to their insider assumptions and/or length? 
Will the greeting time make guests feel more or less welcome?  Most churches have lost the liturgical reason for “passing the 

peace.”  Members often love the greeting time because it makes them feel good to see their friends.  For some 
of our members, it may be one of the few human touches they get all week.  So, there are some reasons for in-
cluding it in worship.  BUT!  Is it an interruption of the flow of worship?  Do people primarily greet their 
friends?  Does it go on for several minutes (way longer than is comfortable for a guest)?  Do members continue 
their conversations when the next part of worship begins?  If the answer to any of these questions is “yes,” your 
greeting time may make your guests feel less welcome. 

   And so on.  There are any number of internet articles addressing this.  Read a few yourself, share some with your 
teams, and make some changes to shift towards a hospitality mindset.  The best way to understand what your church 
needs to do is invite a friend who has never been to your church before to share with you all the ways they were sur-
prised, confused, or otherwise floundering.  The purpose of this exercise is not to eradicate a congregation’s beloved 
traditions, but to be able to welcome new people so that they, too, become beloved members. 

See you in the pews… 

Rev. Abby 
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June Clergy Birthdays 
 

3 Brad Bloomster - Smith Corners 
8 Paula Marbury - Niles First 
12   Vicki Kelley - Girard 
15 Doug Theobald - Struthers 
16 Kyle Tennant - Grace/ReGen. 
22   Ruth Roth - Deerfield/Atwater 
 

Pastors - If we have your birthday  
listed incorrectly - or not at all -     

please let us know.  
 

Congratulations to all GRADUATES  
on the District 

From Pre-School to Grad-School -  
 Yes, even Seminary – we salute you!  

 

 
MV District Retirees & Spouses  

     

There will be a picnic on Wednesday, 
Aug.  22, at noon at the home of Chuck 

and Joanie Ready, 803 S. Main St.,    
Columbiana.   

Meat, beverage and table service will be 
provided—please bring a dish to share.  

 
 

The deadline for submissions          
to the JULY/AUGUST 2018 

Newsletter  is 
Monday, June 18 

Please note that this edition will        
cover two months 

and submit your dinner and fundraising 
notices accordingly   

 

VANS Needed 
 

   The UM Community Center is in  
need of four to six 10-12 passenger vans  
to be purchased at a reasonable cost or 
donated, or connections to those out-
side of the church who may be willing  
to donate or sell at a reasonable cost. 
We have some great things planned for 
the seniors and for the youth of Trum-
bull and Mahoning counties and will 
need transportation to overcome barri-
ers to services and support that the low-
er economic community experiences. 
Used vehicles will considered. 
   Please contact  Shawneen Scharmer at 
SScharmer@UMCommunityCenter.org 

Please keep in your prayers: 

   Rev. Dan Bryant, whose sister, Jeri, 
passed away recently.  Jerri Schultz, 
(Western Reserve District Admin. Assis-
tant); Rev. Tom Scott (Winona) and 
Rev. Carol McCartney (Bunker Hill), all 
facing health concerns.    Please also 
pray for our retirees, esp. Rev. George & 
Ginny Schreckengost, and Rev. Marian 
Glass, who are battling various ailments.  

    Appointment Changes in the         
 Mahoning Valley as of July 1 
 

   Please pray for all the pastors, families, 
and churches involved:   
   Pastor Mikayla Kovacik, appointed 
to Highlandtown/Wellsville 
   Pastor Teresa Smolka, appointed to 
New Hope in addition to Ohltown 
   Rev. Matt Darrin, appointed to   
Warren First, in addition to Howland 
 

Take a Hike! 
 

The Youngstown MetroParks is one of 
the country’s oldest metroparks systems, 
and a real gem!  Clergy are invited to 
join the DS at the Fellows Riverside 
Gardens on Tuesday, June 19 at 9:30am 
to enjoy God’s creation and each other’s 
company.  We will meet outside the visi-
tor center.  Fellows Riverside Gardens 
has far fewer steps and hills than some 
of the other parks, including flat areas 
for strolling. 

A Way Forward Updates 
 

   Many of us are quite naturally        
concerned with what will ultimately  
happen as a result of the special General 
Conference 2019 and the work of the 
Commission on A Way Forward.  You 
are strongly encouraged to use official 
sources as your source of information, 
even as you engage with people’s opin-
ions on blogs and social media.  Our 
conference website contains links and 
information both regarding general   
developments and those specific to our 
conference:  http://www.eocumc.com/
gc/index.html .  Note especially the 
dates for the Listening Posts, when you 
may share your thoughts with our con-
ference’s delegation.  Another authorita-
tive source is our denominational web-
site:  http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/
commission-on-a-way-forward .  Bishop 
Malone will be sharing updates during 
her episcopal address during annual  
conference, as well. 
   See page three for additional information, 
including Listening Post dates. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

With the DS in June 
 

3 Speak at Farewell Brunch 
6 Cabinet 
8-10     Youth Annual Conference 
10-14   Annual Conference 
20 UMCC Board Meeting 
28  Post Conference Review 
 

June Office Schedule Notes: 
 

   The District Office will be CLOSED   
during Annual Conference week 
(June 11-15) and then will be CLOSED    
on Fridays until after Labor Day.  
 
Annual Conference Breakfast 

   

   The Mahoning & Canal Districts will 
once again host a breakfast gathering    
at Lakeside, Monday, June 11, from  
7:30 -9:00 a.m.   
   The Clergy Spouse Breakfast and    
Fellowship will take place on Wed.  
June 13 from 9-11:00 a.m. 
 

Flood Bucket Donations accepted 
 

   As in past years , the Midwest Mission 
Distribution Center will have a truck in 
the South Gate Parking Lot at Annual  
Conference to collect Relief Supply Kits 
(Cleaning Buckets, etc.)  Monetary dona-
tions will also be accepted.  Please make 
all checks payable to: MMDC or E OH 
CONFERENCE UMC Fund #9944 

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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EOC Delegation Offers Listening      
Sessions 
 

   At its April/May meeting the Council 
of Bishops recommended the One 
Church Plan as a Way Forward for   
The United Methodist Church.  Having 
received and considered the extensive 
work of the  Commission on a Way  
Forward, the Council of Bishops will 
submit a report to the February 23-26, 
2019 Special Session of the General 
Conference that includes: 
 

• The Council’s recommendation 
of the One Church Plan. 

 

• A historical narrative of the Coun-
cil’s discernment process regarding 
all three plans: The Traditionalist 
Plan, The One Church Plan and the 
Connectional Conference Plan.   

 

   Delegates to the Special Session are 
elected by their respective annual con-
ferences. The East Ohio delegation is 
offering clergy and laity an opportunity 
to engage the proposed legislation by    
participating in one of these 
five Listening Sessions:  
 

• Sat., Sept. 8, 10 am - 1 pm,      
Wildare UMC 

• Sat., Sept. 29, 10 am - 1 pm,   
Cambridge Christ UMC 

• Tues., Oct. 9, 6:30 - 9 pm,  New 
Philadelphia First UMC 

• Sat., Oct. 20, 10 am - 1 pm,     
Ashland First UMC 

• Tues., Nov. 6, 6:30 - 9 pm,               
       Aldersgate UMC  
 

Bible School Information Wanted 
 

   If your congregation will be hosting   
or participating in a Vacation Bible 
School or Day Camp in July or August, 
please notify the district office.  We will 
be happy to list in the newsletter any 
activities that are open to district mem-
ber churches. Send your information to:   
office@mvdistumc.org. 
 
 
 

 Annual Conference 2018 
 

   The 49th Session of Annual Confer-
ence is the second year of our quadren-
nial theme Bearing Fruit that Lasts: Called, 
Committed, Connected.  We will explore 
what it means to be called and equipped 
as followers of Jesus Christ when we 
gather June 11-14 at Lakeside.               
   John 15:13-17 (CEB) will guide our  
worship services, while business sessions 
will reinforce our EOC vision. 
Visit the Annual Conference 2018     
website to: 

• view block and live-stream              
schedules, 

• register for Special Events, 

• meet the speakers and the Class     
of 2018, 

• learn about the resolutions and 
more. 

   Annual Conference 2018 begins at  
10:00 a.m. on Monday, June 11 with   
the Service of Commemoration and  
Holy Communion.  
 

Youth Mentor Training 
 

   Imagine if every youth sponsor on      
a mission trip this summer had con-   
versations about faith and calling with 
young people on those hours-long bus 
rides?  It would be amazing, wouldn’t  
it? 
   If you’re not sure how to start that 
conversation - or even about how to  
talk to youth - there’s a Christian      
mentor training course that can help, 
and it’s available online this summer. 
The  Timothy Circle online mentor 
training  is a great place for them to  
start – it gives them the tools they    
need and they can do all of the course-
work   in their own time over a 3-week 
period online.  This training is meant   
to give clergy and laypeople the skills to 
better mentor young people in our 
churches.  More info on the training at 
www.beadisciple.com/timothy.  
   It’s a training designed by the United 
Methodist-based Institute for Disciple-
ship and the Denman Award-granting 
Foundation for Evangelism.  
 
 

Shared Ministry Apportionments, 
and Health Care and Pension  
Payments 
 

   Has your paycheck ever been late?  
Social Security check gotten lost in the 
mail?  Ever get to the bank too late to 
deposit a check on Friday?  Are you or 
someone you know suffering from un-
derfunded pensions? 
   Any of those situations leave individu-
als scrambling.  The same thing happens 
to the conference when churches are 
late (or never!) on their shared ministry 
apportionments, health care, or pension 
payments.  You may not see the effects 
from where you sit, but all of our pas-
tors sure want their pensions when they 
retire!  You also may not see the effects 
because one of them is that certain min-
istry simply doesn’t happen.  Please 
make every effort to remit these to the 
conference on time. 
   We celebrate that not only are most of 
our churches up to date on the district 
apportionment, but some have already 
paid that one in full! 
   We also celebrate that other than a 
few blips here and there, our churches 
are working to remain current on health 
care and pension! 
   We further celebrate these churches 
which are current on their year-to-date 
shared ministry apportionments (as of 
April 30):  East Liverpool First, Elkton, 
Lisbon, Franklin Square, Salineville, 
Highlandtown, Wellsville, Winona, 
Boardman First, Braceville, Deerfield, 
Ellsworth, Leetonia, Robbins, Wood-
land Park, New Hope, Pricetown, Smith 
Corners, Vienna, Warren Grace, West 
Austintown, and Western Reserve!  

Have a HAPPY and SAFE 
Summer! 



Mahoning Valley District 
The United Methodist  Church 
PO Box 11260 

Return Service Requested 

 

 

 ——————————————————————————————————————————————————————–————

East Ohio Summer Mission Tour  
  Every few years I spend several 
months in the United States sharing 
mission stories, teaching, and fundrais-
ing. I am searching for opportunities   
on my summer mission tour in the East 
Ohio Conference to share mission    
stories and talk about my mission     
experiences. Unfortunately, all of my 
Sunday morning slots have been filled. 
However, there are still many opportu-
nities for you and your congregation! I 
can come and speak to your United 
Methodist Women or United Methodist 
Men groups. I can teach a session on 
mission to your Vacation Bible School.  
I can preach at a midweek worship ser-
vice.  Or I would be happy to meet you 
(the pastor) and share my stories.  
    I was called into mission service in 
The United Methodist Church and sent 
by the East Ohio Conference in 2011.   
I was posted as the pastor of the ecu-
menical Moscow Protestant Chaplaincy 
and executive director of MPC Social 
Services in Moscow, Russia. In 2015   
the General Board of Global Ministries 
sent me to Vienna, Austria, where I 
serve as the pastor of the international 
and multicultural English-Speaking 
United Methodist Church of Vienna. 
Since starting in mission service 7 years 
ago, I have ministered extensively with 
immigrants including asylum-seekers 
and refugees, persons who were traf-
ficked, economic migrants. I’ve learned 
how to share the love of God in cross-
cultural and multicultural contexts. I 
grew up in the East Ohio Conference 
and served in many different capacities 
in the conference prior to seminary and 
then mission service.  

 Mission Tour, continued   
 

    I am available in East Ohio from June 
17- August 20.  Invite me to your 
church. Let me know how I can help 
enable your congregation in mission and 
service to Christ! 
  Rev. Matthew A. Laferty, Missionary 
United Methodist Global Ministries 
www.umcmission.org 

 

IT’S DINNER TIME 
 

Chicken Dinners to Go - Thurs.   
June 7, 4:00 until sold out at Poland 
UMC, 1940 Boardman-Poland Rd.  
 

Drive Thru Chicken Dinner - Thurs. 
June 14, 3:30 until sold out at Calvary 
UMC, 12062 South Ave.,  North Lima. 
 

Free Pancake, Sausage & Egg  
Breakfast - Sat. June 9, 9-11:30 at 
Smith Corners UMC, 3000 S. Canfield 
Niles Rd., Austintown. 
 

Free Supper at the Corner - Thurs. 
June 21, 4:30-6:00 at Smith Corners  
 
 

Et Cetera  . . .  
 

Family Fun Night  - Friday, June 29,  

6-8 p.m. at Smith Corners UMC, 3000  
S. Canfield Niles Rd., Austintown.  
Food, music, hayride, games, fellowship.   
 

Bible Study Available: "Twelve   
Women of the Bible: Life-Changing 
Stories for Women Today." I have 8 
study books and the DVD that accom-
panies it. Contact Rev. Kathryn Adams 
at 330-719-2902 or email: 
revkathryn927@aol.com 
 

Tent Revival 
 

Salem First UMC - June 17th, 18th and 
19th (6:30 p.m.  each evening).  Evange-
list Mark Hoobler, Live Praise Band 
Music and More.  Please join us for an 
old fashioned tent revival in our south 
parking lot. 
 

16th Annual Copeland Oaks Golf 
Scramble to benefit the Copeland Life 
Care Fund—Monday, June 25, at the 
Alliance Country Club.   For questions 
and further info.,  contact Angie Marvin, 
Development Coordinator  at  330-938-
7769 or angie@oaksfoundation .com. 
   
District  UMW Update 

   The Spring District UMW meeting 
was Thur. April  26 at Lisbon UMC. 
The topic was “Thinking Differently      
& Reaching Out” and was presented   
by Pastor Kelsey Jones Orosan.  Diane 
Price shared Special Music with all of  
us. We had a Memorial Service to     
honor our ladies who passed during   
the year. All in all it was a great day!       
   This Summer, cluster groups should 
be meeting. Fall District Meeting will   
be at Ohltown UMC, on Oct. 25. 
 

Youngstown Area Emmaus        
Community Picnic 
  
   Sat., June 9, 4:00 PM at Western     
Reserve United Methodist Church  
4580 Canfield Rd. (Route 62),  Canfield, 
OH 44406.  Join us for a picnic in the  
outdoor pavilion.  Please bring a dish 
to pass – dessert, beverage and table-
ware will be provided  
   For more info: contact Diane Price at: 
ddprice@zoominternet.net  


