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The Reasons for that One Year Rule 
 

“We’ll keep in touch, right?” 
 

“Mom really misses you.  Could you bring her communion next time you come 
through?  And will you come back to do Mom’s funeral?” 
 

“Pastor, I’m calling you because you already know all the back story and I’d have to fill 
in the new pastor.” 
 

“Pastor, what do you think about the way the new pastor wants to do things?” 
 

If you are hearing those things, you are a pastor about to move or recently moved to a new church, talking    
to a former parishioner.  You are probably lonely, because you don’t have the depth or number of relation-
ships at your new church; so it might be really nice to hear from someone with whom you do have a strong 
connection.  You might feel adrift, because you don’t have a calendar full of commitments or a routine or a 
clear vision yet; so it might be tempting to provide pastoral care where you feel like you’d be on firm ground.  
You might feel overwhelmed by all the things you don’t know; so your ego might be just a tiny bit vulnerable.  
 

What’s the harm, you ask yourself, in providing pastoral care to a former parishioner?  Isn’t all the world our 
parish?  Aren’t we supposed to be compassionate and loving? 
 

If we continue to act as pastor to a church or its parishioners where we are no longer appointed, we do harm.  
We might think we’re answering our call to Sacrament by serving communion to someone in the hospital, but 
we do long-term harm because we prevent them from forming a relationship with their new pastor.  They’ll 
decline the visit by the new pastor because they’ll perceive their spiritual need as being met, but their family 
wonders why the new pastor isn’t visiting.  People talk, and soon half the church thinks the new pastor 
doesn’t visit, in spite of the fact that they tried.  Deep bonds form during crisis, and those bonds need to form 
with the person who will be around to provide ongoing pastoral care—the currently appointed pastor.  We 
also don’t do all the good we can in either our former or current churches when we create (even unintended) 
confusion about who the pastor is, even by something as indirect as conversation about a ministry decision, 
program, or direction where we are no longer pastor.  People and churches are capable of loving more than 
one pastor (our hearts aren’t pizza!), but we must be clear on who the current pastor is in order to do what 
God calls us to. 
 

Sometimes the most compassionate thing we can do is draw clear boundaries.  Our last acts of love for our 

churches are paving the way for the next pastor’s success and releasing our former churches to love their new 

pastor.   

Continued on Page 2 
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June Clergy Birthdays 
 

3 Brad Bloomster    Smith Corners 
8 Paula Marbury     Niles First 
12 Vicky Kelley Girard 
15 Doug Theobald  Struthers 
16 Kyle Tennant Grace/Regen 
22 Ruth Roth      Deerfield 
30   Seth Auman  Extension Min 
 

 

Pastors:  if we have your birthday listed 
incorrectly - or not at all - please notify 
the district office.  
 

 

 

MV District Retirees & Spouses                          
 

There will be no retiree gatherings in 
June or July — your August gathering 
will be a picnic at the Ready home  

on Wednesday, August 28. 
 

Newsletter Deadline 
The deadline for submissions          

to the July/August 2019 edition of  
The Mahoning Valley Messenger 
is Wednesday, June 19.  

This will be a combined edition,  
so please submit dinner / fund raiser 

notices accordingly.   

 
 District Office Schedule - June  
 

   The District Office will be CLOSED  
during Annual Conference week, June 
10-14.  The office will then be closed   

on Fridays for the rest of the summer.  
 

Congratulations to all Graduates on 

the district  -  from Pre-School to 

Seminary, we salute  

you all!   

One Year Rule, continued 
 

In the East Ohio Conference of the 
UMC, the clergy are in covenant with 
each other not to return to a previous 
appointment for the first year of a new 
one.  After that first year, there are    
additional professional courtesies that 
should be followed, like referring a   
former parishioner to their current    
pastor when they request some form    
of pastoral care.  In the pain of good-
bye and the uncertainty of new rela-
tionships, people often get very angry 
about this rule.  But we have repeatedly 
learned the hard way that the current 
pastor cannot fully become the pastor   
if the previous pastor is still serving in 
some pastoral capacity, even if it’s     
quietly.  None of us want to stand in  
the way of what God is trying to do! 

Two final thoughts for pastors in       
transition: 
   If the previous church and all things 
pastoral are off-limits, do you still have 
something to talk about? 
   One of the best indicators of our 
“success” as a pastor is whether we have 
laid a foundation for a church to thrive 
when we are reappointed. 
   Praying for us all in times of transition, 

Rev. AbbyRev. AbbyRev. AbbyRev. Abby    
 
Please keep in your prayers:   Please 
pray for Rev. Susan Brown - on medical 
leave - our retirees, many of whom are 
battling illness;  and Clergy Families and 
congregations in transition 

LEAD CONFERENCE:  
For Such a Time As This 

 

Sat., Sept. 28 at Church Hill UMC 
 

   This one-day event is designed to 
help you go where Jesus is Leading.  
With encouraging main session  talks 
and practical break-out sessions on 
topics including transformational 
small groups, vision-focused church 
governance, and more - you’ll leave 
the day inspired to take the next  
courageous step on the path before 
you.   
Watch this space for more info. 

. 
Appointment Update: 
 

FAREWELL:   
   Rev. Dawan Buie, is being appointed 
to Medina UMC (Assoc.) on the Canal 
District. 
WELCOME:   
    Rev. David Andrews (retired) is be-
ing appointed to Trinity, Youngstown.  
   Pastor Linda Baker (new Local   
Pastor) is being appointed the to Riley’s 
and Salineville UMC’s.  
   Rev. Paul Freer (Retired) is being 
appointed to Sebring UMC.  
   Rev. Barry French (Retired) is being 
appointed to Niles First. UMC. 
   Pastor Pat Smith is moving from    
Riley’s and Salineville UMC’s to New 
Waterford and North Lima Calvary. 
   Pastor Jim Spatholt is moving from 
New Springfield Trinity UMC to New 
Hope.  

With the DS in June 
 

2 Church/SPRC Consult 
3 New Clergy Orientation 
4 Church/SPRC Consult 
5 Church/SPRC Consult 
6 Clergy Consult 
8-9  Youth Annual Conference 
10-13    Annual Conference 
20 Post Conference Review  
 

Welcome New Pastors! 
 

Current pastors, if there’s someone new 
coming to a neighboring church, please 
invite them to a meal or coffee.  We’re 
in this together! 
 

Rev. David Andrews—Trinity (Ygst.) 
Pastor Linda Baker—Salineville &    
Riley’s  
Ms. Edie Boles—Trinity,  (New 
Springfield) 
Rev. Paul Freer—Sebring 
Rev. Barry French—Niles First 
Pastor Bobby Rathburn—Lisbon & 
Highlandtown 
Pastor Jim Spatholt—New Hope  
Pastor Pat Smith—New Waterford & 
North Lima Calvary 
Rev. DeWayne Smith—Newton Falls 
& Pricetown 
Pastor Matt Wilson—Damascus 
 
 
 

Remember 
Father’s Day 
June 16 
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 Annual Conference 2019 
 

We will meet June 10-13 at Lakeside 
Chautauqua for the 50th session of 
Annual Conference, during which  
we will worship, fellowship, and  
learn together as we grow in our   
capacity to bear fruit that lasts: 

• being, making, and maturing    
disciples of Jesus Christ; 

• being God’s agents of transfor-
mation in our communities and 
throughout the world; and 

• being bold and courageous in 
reaching newer people, younger 
people, and a more diverse    
people. 

In the third year of our quadrennial 
theme Bearing Fruit that Lasts: Called, 
Committed, Connected, this year’s      
emphasis is being Committed. 
Opening Worship begins at 10:30 
a.m. on Monday, June 10.  Adjourn-
ment is scheduled for 6:00 p.m. on 
Thursday, June 13. (NOTE: this       
is later than in previous years.) 
Visit the Annual Conference 2019 
website:  www.eocumc.com/eoac19    

daily for recaps of business sessions   
and worship services, and for photos, 
videos, and more. 
Visit the site now to view the Pre-
Conference Workbook, view the  
Worship Book, and learn more about 
each of the ministries and events     
highlighted in this Annual Conference 
issue of E-News. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Frequently Forgotten Stuff From    
The Book of Discipline 

      The following items have come up  
in several churches, so they are remind-
ers to everyone!  Only one of these was  
new in 2016. 

   “The pastor shall be the admini-
strative officer [of the charge confer-
ence], and as such shall be an ex   
officio member of all conferences, 
boards, councils, commissions,   
committees , and task forces, unless 
restricted by the Discipline.” (The 
Charge Conference) 

     Staff Parish Relations Committee 
may only meet with the pastor or DS 
present.  (Para. 258.2.e) 

It is only a charge or church con-
ference if the DS says it is.           
(Para. 246) 
The pastor may have access to    

giving records for purposes of leader-
ship, stewardship, and membership  
care. (Para. 340.2.c.2.c) 
     The bishop makes appointments   
of pastors to churches. (Para. 425.1) 

U.S. Disaster Response News 
 

   Disaster events are a common occur-
rence, and when we hear of the devasta-
tion we often feel a desire to serve the 
site we see on the news. However, there 
are many families waiting to return to 
their homes from events that occurred 
two to three years ago. Please consider    
responding to a location that is ready to 
receive long-term recovery teams. 
   Go to the May 13 edition of E-News, 
under United Methodist Volunteers  
in Mission (UMVIM) for a link to a list 
of active Disaster Long-Term Recovery 

(LTR) sites, throughout the USA (some 

not too far away), along with an interactive 

map of these sites.   

   These disasters may have faded from the 

headlines, but your help is needed NOW! 

 

Clergy Spouse Continental   
Breakfast @ Lakeside 
  
Date: Wednesday, June 12, 2019  
Time: 9:30—11:30 a.m.  
Where: Wesley Lodge 
  
Moving Dates for 2019 Clergy  
Changes 
 

   Move-out deadline date: Monday,  
June 24, 2019.  
   Remember that those local church 
who are current with their shared minis-
try payments as of June 30 are eligible  
to receive 50% reimbursement (subject 
to limitations) of the moving cost for 
their new pastor.  
 
DISTRICT UNION REMINDER 

 

Notice of a new resource for startup 
mission funding for the local church 
   Need a financial boost to start a new 
ministry?  The District Union is an-
nouncing merit-based grants to local 
churches for start-up funding for new 
ministries in their communities. Funds 
will be paid directly to the church. 
   These funds are available for a one-
time payment to help with expenses  
incurred in the start-up of a new minis-
try, not as ongoing support to that min-
istry. It is short term launch support  
that can be considered as a complement 
to East Ohio Conference funding and 
the church’s own resources.  
   Application forms are available at the 
district office.   
 

The application deadline  
for the first round of grants  

is Monday, July 1.  
 

Don’t squander this opportunity 
to fund a ministry project! 

 
Clergy Robes - Free to Good Home 
 

   Three clergy robes: white ,only worn   
3 times; purple, in very nice condition; 
black, in good condition and many 
stoles.  Interested individuals may call 
Damascus UMC 330-537-3031.  Leave   
a message if needed.  



Mahoning Valley District 
The United Methodist  Church 
PO Box 11260 
Youngstown, OH  44511 

Return Service Requested 

 

 

 ——————————————————————————————————————————————————————–————

Run/Walk Celebrates 200 Years of 
Global Ministries 
 
   Health and Welfare, United Methodist 
Volunteers in Mission (UMVIM) and 
Conference Council on Youth Ministries 
(CCYM) are partnering to host the 5K 
Run/1-Mile Walk at Lakeside Chautau-
qua on Wednesday, June 12. 
   In recognition of the 200th anniversary 
of Global Ministries, our goal is to have 
200 runners/walkers, each raising at 
least $200 in sponsorships. Participate 
by running in the 5k, walking the 1-mile 
course, or sponsoring a runner/walker 
from your church or district. Money  
raised will support the work of UM 
VIM, the Youth Service Fund, and   
mission partnerships in East 
Ohio. Learn more about East Ohio 
mission partnerships.  Register at 
www.eocumc.com. 
 
 

Training Opportunities 
 

   Early Response Training - June 14. 
9:00—5:00 at Lakeside Chautauqua - 
Fountain Inn. To register go to: 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/umcor-
emergency-response-team-ert-training-
lakesideoh-tickets-56513092180.         
   Questions? Please contact Jason Fra-
zer  at jasonfrazermtv@gmail.com.  
   UMVIM Team Leader Training - 
August 17, 9:30 a.m. - 4 p.m. - Urban 
Mission - Steubenville.  go to: 
https://umvimtltraining_urbanmission. 
eventbrite.com. for online registration,. 
For questions or scholarship infor-
mation please contact: Kathy Dickriede, 
330-468-2517, kdickriede@gmail.com.  

 

IT’S DINNER TIME, ETC. 
 

Cook’s Night Off  Drive Thru      
Dinner - Wed.,  June 5, 4-6 at Winona 
UMC, 32114 Winona Rd.  Call 330- 
222-1211 to reserve your meal.  
 

Chicken Dinners to Go - Thurs.   
June 6 4:00 until sold out at Poland 
UMC, 1940 Bdmn-Poland Rd. (Rt. 224). 
 

Free Pancake, Sausage & Egg  
Breakfast - Sat. June 8, 9-11:30 at 
Smith Corners UMC, 3000 S. Canfield 
Niles Rd., Austintown  
 

Drive Thru Ham Dinner  - Tues., 
June 11, 4-6 or until sold out at Colum-
biana UMC, 210 S. Main St.   
 

Drive-Thru Chicken Dinner -  Thurs. 
June 13 3-6 or until sold out at Calvary 
UMC, 12062 South Ave., North Lima.   
 

Free Supper at the Corner - Thurs. 
June 20, 4:30-6:00 at Smith Corners. 
UMC, 3000 S. Canfield Niles Rd.,    
Austintown  
 

FOR SALE:   
 

Bunker Hill UMC would like to sell a 
RISOgraph copier — “about 10 years 
old, works great.”  Leave message at 
330-337-9440 for more information /  
to inquire about price.  
 
 

 NOTARY SERVICES AVAILABLE 
 

   Reminder:  Notary Services are        
available at the District Office.   
Please call ahead (330-270-3400)          
to make sure Kathy is in the office     

before you come.   
 
 

Help Wanted… 
 

Western Reserve UMC, 4580   
Canfield Road, Canfield, is looking   
a CHURCH SECRETARY to 
work 32 hours a week. For more  
info., call the church office at 330-
792-5805. 
 

First UMC of East Liverpool is   
seeking candidates for the following    
positions: 
 

   CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR.     

   The Church Administrator is respon-

sible for providing administrative and 

organizational support to the church 

members, staff, and committees.  Must 

be able to use Facebook, utilize other 

social media, and work with church 

website."  All interested applicants 
are encouraged to send a resume and 
cover letter to Tracy Hyatt at: 
tmhyatt5@gmail.com.  
  Part-time YOUTH DIRECTOR to 
serve the youth (grades 7-12) and assist 
with the children’s ministry at the 
church.  
   ORGANIST— The position is part 
time, approximately 10-15 hours a week. 
Responsibilities would include planning 
service music for one Sunday morning 
service at 10:45 a.m. with a choral 
warm-up prior to the service.      
   For the Youth Director and Organ-
ist positions, Call the church at 330-
385-5269 or go to www.eocumc.com 
/classifieds for complete job         
descriptions. 
 

 


