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Dear churches, 
 
Your pastors are exhausted. 

   If you want your pastor to still be a pastor “when this is all over” (whatever that even 
means!), please go email or text them right now and ask them which week they and the en-
tire worship staff would like to have off in June.  Ask which church your church should 
connect with instead for online worship, and promise to tell your friends not to complain 
about not having your pastor for one week.*  Go on; I’ll wait. 

   The pandemic is hard on everyone—just in different ways.  It’s not really helpful to argue 
about harder and hardest because it’s so hard for all of us that the most appropriate words 

are not printable here!  So we all need to take care of each other however we can and give each other breaks how-
ever we can.  In addition to why the pandemic is hard for everyone (loss of control, fear of illness, grief, no clear 
end in sight, etc.), here are some of the reasons your pastor is at high risk for burnout. 

   Nearly overnight, your pastor had to completely shift how they do almost all aspects of their ministry to do it 
remotely and/or electronically.  By and large, they did an AMAZING job, but if they had wanted to be video pro-
ducers, they would not be your pastors.  Removing their direct contact with you removes a lot of the joy and ener-
gy from their ministry.  They also feel the sad weight of inadequacy every time they can’t go to your hospital room 
or hug you because it was a phone call instead of lunch. 

   Having been sprinting since March to reconfigure everything, some pastors finally felt like they were able to slow 
to a jog—new systems and rhythms were in place.  But now the reopening guidelines look like another mountain 
to climb.  Some people want to sprint up that mountain, while others want to wait awhile before starting, and 
which of our pastors are epidemiologists with good data to use for a decision?!  Some people are bored at home—
which is its own challenge.  Your pastor, however, is busier than ever and still might feel like it’s never enough. 

   Your pastor may be lying awake nights, worrying about whether the church will run out of money—and thus 
they will be out of a job—or if they personally have what it takes if church has to be totally reinvented.  The loss of 
boundaries between work and home, plus feeling responsible for the church’s mental health and morale, has 
equaled seven day workweeks, week after week.  They’ve been called to leadership, and right now that means ex-
ploring questions and waiting on the Lord.  Does that sound good to you?  Of course not! Everyone really just 
wants to know the answer! 

   Jesus was fully divine as well as fully human—and he took breaks.  The very first story in the Bible ends with 
God taking a break!  We all need breaks. We may not be able to go on vacation like we want, but you can still bless 
your pastor and the worship staff with a week off* to recharge for whatever lies ahead, and do what you can for 
yourself under the current constraints.  We can offer each other appreciation and compassion.  In doing so, we 
“bear each other’s burdens and in this way fulfill the law of Christ” (Gal. 6:2). 

    Hear me clearly:  Your pastor loves Jesus.  Your pastor loves you.  Your pastor loves the church.  Your pastor 

finds much blessing and joy in being a pastor, or they would be doing something else.  If they haven’t had a break 
in the last month, they probably just need one so they can continue to serve with hope and joy.*  You are in the 

wonderful position of being able to give that gift. 

Continued on page 2 

Rev. Abby Auman 
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June Clergy Birthdays 
 

3 Brad Bloomster   
 Smith Corners 

12   Vicky Kelley                          Girard 
15  Doug Theobald                  Struthers 
16  Kyle Tennant             Grace/ReGen 
22  Ruth Roth           Deerfield 
30  Seth Auman        Extension Ministry 
 

Clergy Assessment 

   The annual clergy assessment report 
(which is usually due on May 1) will be 
due in the fall instead, with the charge   
conference paperwork. This report has 
not been sent to churches yet and may 
be revised.  

 
Newsletter Deadline 

   
The deadline for submissions to the 

combined JULY/AUGUST edition of     
The Mahoning Valley Messenger  

is Wednesday,  
June 17.   

Please be sure to notify us  
if/when you resume  

fundraisers, dinners, etc.  
 

Retiree Breakfast 
 

  District Retirees will not meet for   
fellowship until October 28. 

Watch this space for more information. 
  

 

Welcome to the District: 
 
Pastor Fred Higgins, who will be 
serving Berlin Center and Sebring 
 
Audits/Budgets Due:  
 

   Yep — there are still a few strays out 
there.  If you have not yet submitted a 
copy of your audit for the year 2019 or 
your budget for the year 2020 to the 
district office, please do so immediately. 
   Audit forms are available on the   
Mahoning Valley District page at 
www.eocumc.com.  
 
 

Dear Churches, continued    

   May we all know ourselves held and 
comforted by the great big love of God, 
our refuge and strength, our rest and  
our joy. 

Love, 

Your DS who is trying to practice what 
she preaches 

   *P.S. - Listen to what your pastor  

says about their actual needs.  A few 
pastors have been really energized by 
finally getting to do online ministry the 

way they've always wanted. Others 
might be wanting to take a little more 
time in July, etc.  Thank you for listen-

ing to your pastor’s actual needs for  
renewal! 

Please keep in your prayers:    
 

   Please pray for: 
   Rev. Jerry Krueger, whose father, 
Glen, passed away early in May. 
   Rev. George Schrekengost (Retired 
Elder), who passed away recently.  
George was the father of Elaine Weaver 
(Retired as Local Pastor). 
   The residents and staff of Copeland 
Oaks and Crandall Medical Center . 
   Everyone affected in any way by the 
Coronavirus Pandemic., physically,  
emotionally, or financially. 
    Please also pray for our retirees,  
many of whom are facing medical     
issues, and for churches awaiting       
pastoral changes.   
 

IMPORTANT UPDATE 
 

   Annual Conference 2020 Bearing 
Fruit that Lasts: Connected is current-
ly scheduled to begin at 10:00 a.m. on 
Saturday, September 26 with the Service 
of Commemoration and Holy Commun-
ion and will conclude on Sunday, Sep-
tember 27 with the 11:00 a.m.   Service 
of Commissioning and Ordination. 
   The Service of Commissioning and 
Ordination was moved from Saturday 
afternoon to Sunday morning so that  
we will close Annual Conference in   
celebration, sending out provisional 
members and full members into the  
next phase of their respective ministries 
and sending out all members to live into 
the mission and ministry of the East 
Ohio Conference. 
   As they are finalized, additional details 
will be released about Annual Confer-
ence 2020 and Clergy Executive Session 
– which meets from 11:00 a.m. until 
5:30 p.m. on Friday, September 25, also 
in Hoover Auditorium at Lakeside 
Chautauqua. 
 

Congratulations Graduates! 
 

   We realize that so much about what 
you expected of your senior year has 
been changed or outright canceled by 
the pandemic.  We know that that you 
have missed so much along the way. 
   Therefore, we want to acknowledge 
your accomplishments and wish you 
God’s blessings as you move on to   
your next adventures in life.  

With the DS in June 
 

   As with so much else these       
days, Rev. Auman’s schedule is     

ever-changing. 
 

Rest assured that she is still working, 
   using telephone, text, e-mail and    

video-conferencing whenever possible. 
This includes scheduled cabinet  

dates of June 2, 4, 15 & 29. 
 

In addition, Kathy is working primarily 
from home but is checking e-mail  

messages on a 
regular basis 

 
If you need to contact Rev. Auman, 

please e-mail her at  
ds@mvdistumc.org.  

 
If you need to contact the office, 

please e-mail us at 
office@mvdistumc.org.              

 
By the way, the office will be  

CLOSED 
ON FRIDAYS  

BEGINNING JUNE 5 
 

 
 

Summer 

begins  

June 20 

 

 
 



A Message from Bishop Tracy S. 
Malone and the Extended Cabinet – 
May 21, 2020 
 
   Greetings in the name of Jesus Christ. 
We continue to be thankful for the crea-
tive and loving ways you are embodying 
the love and grace of Jesus Christ. The 
leadership and resilience you have demon-
strated during this COVID-19 pandemic  
is remarkable and is celebrated.  

   We continue to be in a public health  
crisis due to the coronavirus, that remains 
contagious and can be deadly. Each of us 
needs to be intentional about making   
decisions and developing ministry plans 
that prioritize the well-being of our clergy 
and laity. No one should feel obligated    
or compelled to attend worship or any     
in-person event if they feel the risk is too 
high to do so. 

   The Extended Cabinet is now recom-
mending that churches can consider   
moving from Phase 1 to Phase 2. We   
appreciate the way pastors and church 
councils (and equivalents) are giving     
serious attention to the details of the   
EOC guidelines as they develop and     
implement plans that prioritize care for 
people. 

   During Phase 2, small groups such as 
bible studies and other spiritual groups, 
committees, and office functions can begin 
to meet together in-person. Small group 
gatherings could include worship in some 
contexts, if clergy and lay leadership mutu-
ally and prayerfully determines that they 
will follow the worship practices and other 
practices listed in Phase 3 of the Guide-
lines for Phased-in Reopening of EOC 
Church Buildings as well as the guidance 
of their county health department. 

   The Guidelines are a resource based on 
the best advice of faithful United Method-
ist medical professionals and reflect cur-
rent State of Ohio orders to reduce the 
risk of spreading the coronavirus. It is a 
tool to empower clergy and lay leadership 
to have conversations and make collabora-
tive decisions about what needs to be done 
so that each congregation and faith com-
munity can be the Church in safer ways in 
their particular context.  

   To read the entire post and guide-
lines,  go to www. eocumc.com 

 

MISSION NEWS 
 

Midwest Mission Distribution Center 
(MMDC) will be picking up donations   
on June 16 at locations throughout the 
Conference. See next column for MV 
District collection information. We still 
plan on collecting items at Annual Con-
ference in September for both MMDC 
and Eastbrook Mission Barn, but this June 
collection is to help meet the immediate 
needs due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Many locations will be ‘no contact’ drop-
offs. If you need help unloading, please 
bring someone with you or contact the  
site and  see if they can arrange for some-
one to help. Please respect physical  
distancing and wear a mask/face    
covering when dropping items off. 
 

High Priority Items 

• Homemade Face Masks 

• Hygiene Supplies: hand towel, wash-
cloth, toothpaste, toothbrush, soap, 
Band-Aids (3/4x3 size), shampoo  
(15-18 oz.), we can buy clippers way 
cheaper than they can  be purchased  
in store 

• Foldable walkers, wheelchairs,   
crutches, canes 

• NEW Children and Adult sandals 
/tennis shoes - Angels of Hope     
Network (Haiti, Guatemala, Granada, 
El Salvador, Nicaragua, Jamaican,  
Dominican Republic, Trinidad, Guy-
ana & Honduras) and Navajo & 
Apache Reservation (Arizona & New 
Mexico) 

• Handmade Diapers; Reusable  
      Feminine Hygiene Pads - available     
      on Amazon or there are patterns on     
      our website 

• Blankets (new or used) 

• Flashlights with batteries (new or 
used) 

      Sewing Instructions for some items 
They will also be collecting items for 
UMCOR Cleaning kits, UMCOR Hy-
giene kits and UMCOR School kits. 
   The sites will not be handling monetary 
donations.  To mail financial donations, 
please be sure to include Fund 9944 
MMDC on the check before sending it to 
P.O. Box 76019, Cleveland, OH 44101-
4755. You may also send monetary dona-
tions directly to MMDC at 1001 Mission 
Drive, Pawnee, IL 62558.  

See next column 

MAHONING VALLEY -  
DROP-OFF LOCATION 

 
Poland UMC  

 1940 Boardman Poland Rd., Poland,    
OH 44514  

Drop-off: June 8-12 & 15,                    
8:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

For information, contact 
Connie (330) 757-1553  

 polandumc@polandumc.org 
 

Drop-off under church portico then      
call (330) 757-1553 to let them know      

it’s outside. 
 

  MORE MISSION NEWS - MASK 
MAKING (Excerpts from E-News  
article) 
 
   The world needs masks! 
Whether you live in Ohio, 
Cambodia, or Liberia, masks are needed 
and recommended by health experts to 
reduce the spread of the coronavirus. 
These are not meant to be PPE quality but 
rather what is sometimes called "cough 
etiquette.” 
   Here’s how to get involved: 
First, we need people to be coordinators 
in districts areas or communities in 
East Ohio.  
   We are hoping those who sew will   
commit to at least 10 masks per week for  
4 weeks. Once you have made a couple, 
this should be only a few hours per week 
time commitment. We will assess the con-
tinued need at the end of 4 weeks to see   
if we will continue the outreach project, 
modify, or stop it. 
   If you don’t sew, do you have 100% 
cotton fabric and elastic that you can 
donate? We will be more than happy  to 
pick it up from you and get it to sewers. 
Another way to help would be to cut fab-
ric to the appropriate size for our sewing 
volunteers. 
      If you are willing to volunteer, have 
questions or need to have materials or 
masks picked up from your home, 
please contact Kdickriede@gmail.com   
or call (330) 492-3972 ext. 102. 
   If you can’t help with the production of 
the masks, we   welcome, appreciate, and 
need your prayers. 
    To access the full article, including 
links to mask patterns, go to the May 4 
edition of E-News, at www. 
eocumc.com  



 

CAMPS UPDATE 
 
   You are invited to visit the East Ohio Camps website 
and make an online donation  to show your support of 
the life-changing ministries our camps offer to campers 
and their families (http://eocsummercamps.org) 
   At the present time Aldersgate, Asbury, and Wanake are 
open as sanctuaries for those practicing social distancing to 
hike or walk and enjoy God's creation. Guests are asked to 
sign in and out following the posted procedures when you 
arrive at camp. In obeyance of the laws of our land and our 
commitment to safety, our sites are presently closed to guests 
attending in groups and staying overnight.  
   East Ohio Camps is presently crafting plans for a family 
camp program that fits within the current laws and re-
strictions this summer. Please look to the EOC Summer 
Camps website for alternate summer 2020 plans. 

 
 

Mahoning Valley District 
The United Methodist  Church 
PO Box 11260 
Youngstown, OH  44511 

Return Service Requested 

 

 

 ——————————————————————————————————————————————————————–————

 

Most dinners and other fund-raisers have been          
suspended for the duration of the health emergency. 

 

Please keep your favorite dinners  
and fund raising projects in mind  

as they’re going to need your support  
once the crisis is over  

COVID-19 Mahoning Valley District Information Central, Updated 
 

What’s the status of…? 
 

The District Superintendent—available by email, phone, text, and Zoom; very much working but taking appropriate 
measures as a high risk individual 

District Office—open online Mon-Thurs.  Email will get quickest response; voicemail checked regularly.   

District Conference—will be held this summer as a drive-in event.  Details TBA. 

Clergy Executive Session—postponed to September 25, 2020—currently planned at Lakeside; contingency plans being 
developed 

Annual Conference—postponed to September 26-27, 2020— currently planned at Lakeside; contingency plans being     
developed 

Postponed 2020 General Conference—New date: Aug. 29-September 7, 2021 

Postponed 2020 Jurisdictional Conference—New date:  Nov. 10-12, 2021  

Worship—our churches are urged to exercise tremendous caution as they develop plans according to the EOC Re-Opening 
Guidelines.  Do all you can to reduce risk.  Don't feel bad about moving slowly to reduce community spread for the sake of 
those who must work.  Outdoors appears to be safer than indoors at this time IF other precautions are observed.  Please  
offer compassion and remote options. 

Appointment Changes—still happening July 1 

Charge Conferences—on an extremely limited basis only for very necessary property matters.  As always, called by the DS.  
Fall plans will be shared this summer as is the normal practice. 


