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Adapting Again to Another Stage of  the Coronavirus Pandemic 
 

   “3 Don’t do anything for selfish purposes, but with humility think of others as better than 
yourselves. 4 Instead of each person watching out for their own good, watch out for what   
is better for others.”  (Philippians 2:3-4, CEB) 
 
Q:  What church things are safe for vaccinated individuals? 
A: Almost everything. 
 
Q:  What church things are still some degree of risky for unvaccinated individuals? 

A: Anything indoors with masks off: singing, eating, Bible studies or meetings, worship;  not maintaining distance indoors from other 
households. 

 
Q:  Can’t everyone get vaccinated by now if they want to? 
  A:  Nope.  People who can’t get vaccinated include:  all children under 12, people allergic to vaccine components, some people who are 
immune-compromised, some people with other medical conditions. 
 
Q:  Aren’t people who aren’t vaccinated supposed to keep wearing their masks indoors? 
A:  Yes, but there might be a big gap between “supposed to” and “actually do.” 
 
Q:  How will guests, parents, cautious people, and unvaccinated people know that all of the people not wearing 
masks have been vaccinated? 
A:  They won’t. 
 
Q:  How should Christians treat someone wearing a mask? 
A:  With kindness, respect, and distance.  You probably don’t know their full story. 
 
Q:  How should Christians treat someone not wearing a mask? 
A:  With kindness, respect, and distance if you don’t know their vaccine status. 
 
Q:  Why is our pastor expressing exhaustion?  Shouldn’t they be more rested than ever after more than a year of 
doing nothing? 
A:  Most pastors worked harder this past year than they ever have before, and often without the emotional rewards pastors usually ex-

perience.  The pandemic has been hard on everyone, but in different ways. 
 
Q:  What other questions should our church be asking as we adapt again? 
A: What level of spread is in our zip code?  Who will be left out if we drop certain practices?  Who will be at risk if we proceed as if 

everyone is vaccinated?  Could we do some halfway measures, like singing but with masks, or leaving half the sanctuary with social 
distance markings?  Are we more concerned about shared air (ventilation) than shared surfaces (deep cleaning everything)?  Could 
we increase people’s comfort level with the decreased risk of having whatever we’re doing outside?  Is whatever we’re bringing back 
something we want to bring back? 

Continued on page 4 
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June Clergy Birthdays 
 

3   Brad Bloomster           Smith Corners 
12 Vicky Kelley                            Girard 
15 Doug Theobald                   Struthers 
16 Kyle Tennant                Regeneration 
22 Ruth Roth                           Deerfield 
23 Bob Miller                                           
          East Pal. Centenary & Emmanuel  
30 Seth Auman        Extension  Ministry 
 

Pastors:  If we have your birthday listed 
incorrectly - or not at all - please let us 
know.  
 
 

Newsletter Deadline 
   

The deadline for submissions                    
to the combined  

JULY/AUGUST 2021 edition of      
The Mahoning Valley Messenger              

is Monday, June 21. 
Please be sure to notify us  

if/when you resume fundraisers,  
dinners, etc. and submit your infor-

mation for both months.  
 

Retiree Breakfast 
 

  Please join us Wednesday, June 23 at 
9:00 at the Eat ‘N Park Restaurant,  
5451 Mahoning Ave,., Austintown. 

Congratulations Graduates 
 

   In what continues to be an extraordi-
nary school year, we congratulate you 
for your persistence in completing the 
requirements for whatever level of 
schooling from which you are graduat-
ing.  From Pre-School to Graduate 
School,  Course of Study to Seminary, 
we’re proud of all of you.    
 
 
    
 
 

Please Keep in Your Prayers:    
 

   All those suffering from COVID-19     
in different ways.   
   Rev. Russ Adams (Western Reserve) 
and Pastor Rick Oaks (District Assoc.) 
and his wife Brigitta as she fights anoth-
er cancer battle. 
    
Appointment Updates 
 

   Rev. Jonathan Williams is being  
appointed to West Austintown UMC.    
   Pastor Linda Baker is being appoint-
ed to Highlandtown UMC, in addition 
to Riley’s and Salineville. 
   Rev. Insook Do is being appointed to 
Braceville UMC. 
    Congratulations to Pastor Dick 
Smith, who has completed the Course 
of Study and has been reappointed to 
Brookfield UMC as a Retired Local   
Pastor.  
   All appointments become effective 
July 1. 
 

Ongoing Pandemic Protocols 
 

  If planning to visit the district office, 
please wear a mask if you have not yet 
been vaccinated.  All visitors should   
continue to social distance as well. 
 

SUMMER OFFICE SCHEDULE 
 

   The District Office will be CLOSED  
on Fridays for the summer, beginning  
June 4.  The office will also be closed 
June 16-18 for Annual Conference.  
 

Annual Conference June 16-19 
 

   The worship services and business 
sessions of this year’s conference will be 
livestreamed from the John S. Knight 
Center in Akron with clergy and lay 
members of Annual Conference partici-
pating remotely via Zoom video confer-
encing.  
 

GENERAL CONFERENCE 
POINTERS 

 

· General Conference 2020 was again 
postponed to August 2022.  Even 
that  is subject to global vaccination 
and   potential travel restrictions. 

· None of the proposed legislation,   
including The Protocol, takes effect  
until formally adopted by General    
Conference.  There is nothing new 
for   a local church to vote on. 

·    The only way for a local church to 
separate from The United Method-
ist Church is through the narrow 
provisions and process of para.  
2553 disaffiliation. 

· If your church is engaging in discus-
sion of theology, biblical interpreta-
tion, human sexuality, and hospitali-
ty in order to learn, grow, and un-
derstand the perspectives of oth-
ers—then continue in a spirit of 
Christian gentleness. 

· If, in relation to General Conference 
matters, your church is repeating 
arguments, entrenching hostility, 
and growing anxious about voting - 

then find a new focus for prayer  
and a new topic for discussion  
while you wait for General Confer-
ence to actually adopt legislation. 

 

With the DS in June 
 

1-3 Cabinet 
6  Preach at 614 Church 
8 Church Conference 
10  Youngstown Strategy meeting  
12  Youth Annual Conference 
13  Regeneration - Otterbein 

 merger celebration 
16-19    Annual Conference 
21       Begin Renewal Leave 
27         Closing Worship with Korean 
 UMC 
 

RENEWAL LEAVE 
 

   Rev. Abby will be taking renewal leave 
from June 21-August 23.  If you need 
assistance during this time… 
   First, contact Kathy in the office at 
office@mvdistumc.org or 330.270.3400.  
She can answer lots of questions herself!  
She will also be able to help redirect 
your question if needed. 
   If it is a strategy, idea, or “I need help 
figuring out how to talk to this person” 
need, contact district associate Pastor 
Rick Oaks, rick.oaks@gmail.com . 
   If it can wait until Rev. Abby’s return, 
email DS@mvdistumc.org and she’ll 
respond upon return. Everything else 
can be handled by Rev. Steve Bailey 
(North Coast DS) or Rev. Edgar Brady 



Lay Servant Ministry Changes  

   The Conference Committee on Lay 
Servant Ministries (LSM) has updated the 
East Ohio Conference lay servant catego-
ries to reflect changes made in The Book of 
Discipline of The United Methodist Church 
2016. The Discipline no longer uses “Local 
(Basic) Lay Servant” as an LSM category. 
This change will take effect July 1, 2021. 
Persons are encouraged to take the Basic 
LSM course as a way to grow as a disciple, 
as a step toward discerning a call to lay 
ministry, or as a step  in becoming a certi-
fied lay servant, certified lay speaker, or 
certified lay minister.   A certificate of 
completion is issued for Basic training, but 
persons will not apply to become a lay 
servant at that point.    Persons may apply 
to become a certified lay servant after 
completion of both the Basic and any Ad-
vanced course. Persons completing the 
Basic course will no longer need to fill out 
the Lay Servant Annual Report to charge 
conference. All Certified Lay Servant cate-
gories will continue to fill out the annual 
report. Read the revised report 
(https://www.eocumc.com/laity/ 
lay-servants.html) and please do not use 
prior year reports. Due to the COVID 
pandemic, the LSM Committee has also 
extended the deadline requiring that certi-
fied lay servants and certified lay speakers 
must complete an Advanced course every 
three years. Persons whose last Advanced 
course was completed in 2017, 2018, or 
2019 must take an Advanced course in 
2021 or 2022 to be renewed. The LSM 
Committee will review the format and 
availability of courses in order to provide 
multiple alternatives for training in our 
current environment. BeADisciple 
(https://www.beadisciple.com/)continues 
to be an excellent resource for online train-
ing as well.  

UMCOR KIT COLLECTION - JUNE 7-13  
 
 

   The Mahoning Valley District collection point is Boardman UMC,            
6809   Market St., Youngstown, OH 44512;   (330) 758-4527;  email:  

office@boardmanmethodist.org from June 7-10, 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.  Enter from 
main parking lot, take to Fellowship Hall up the stairs and to the right. 

   We will not collect items at Annual Conference.   

 
Special Thanks to these Mahoning Valley District Churches that have contributed to the Teach-Reach-Bless fundraising 
effort: 

 

 

Berlin Center UMC, Boardman UMC, Brookfield UMC, Canfield UMC, Church Hill UMC, East Fairfield UMC, East Liverpool 
First UMC, Niles New Hope UMC, Palmyra UMC, Poland UMC, New Garden UMC,  Sebring UMC, West Austintown UMC, 
Western Reserve UMC  



Adapting Again, continued: 
 

Q:  Where are all the people?   
A: Some probably did drift away, but many 

people are still planning to use a signifi-
cant level of caution.  Look for signs of 
how they may be staying engaged:  by 
commenting on online services, Zoom 
prayer groups, continuing their financial 
support, etc.  If you’re wondering about 
someone, the best thing for you to do is 
reach out and let them know you care. 

 

Q:  What are we going to do about 
how tired and burnt out everyone is 
just when we need to shift gears again 
and start everything up? 
A: Marie Kondo it:  if it doesn’t bring joy, 

hope, love, and/or peace, don’t do it yet.  
Instead, ask what would bring more 
love, hope, peace, and/or joy to you and 
your congregation, and do that.  Nobody 
wants to come to, let alone join, a church 
where exhaustion and anxiety are allow-
ing spirits of bitterness, cynicism, and 
toxicity to take over.   

    
          Rev. Abby Auman 
 
Calling History Buffs, Amateur        
Genealogists, Librarians, Teachers, 
and Historians :   

    The Mahoning Valley District is in 
need of someone to serve on the EOC 
Commission on Archives & History.    
This would be fun for anyone who en-
joys church and local history. 
      The Commission meets twice a year.   
For a fuller description or to volunteer 
yourself or someone else, please email 
office@mvdistumc.org . 

In-Person Mission Journey to Lake 
Charles, LA – Oct. 18-22 
 

   Strongsville UMC is partnering with 
area UM churches on a long-term re-
covery United Methodists Volunteers in 
Mission (UMVIM) journey to Lake 
Charles, Louisiana. Our EOC team will 
provide relief to those still displaced 
from their homes after both Hurricane 
Laura and Hurricane Delta ravaged the 
area last August. The only skill required 
for this outreach is a strong desire to 
reach out to these folks in the name of 
Christ and bring them hope.                                     
   An informational meeting is scheduled 
for Sunday, July 11 at 6:00 p.m. at 
Strongsville UMC (13500 Royalton Rd., 
Strongsville). You may attend the meet-
ing in-person or via Zoom. If you have 
questions about the trip, please e-mail 
Becky Zatezalo at bzatezalo@gmail.com 
or call her at (440) 476-8248� 
 

Virtual VIM Journeys 
 

   Journey virtually to Liberia June 23  
& 30, July 7 & 14 (Wed. @ 10 a.m.) to 
see what the United Methodist Church 
is doing in Liberia.  Register online at:  
https://liberia_umvim_journey.event 
brite.com or contact Melanie Thomas at 
330.499.3972 x102 to register by phone.  
 

   Journey virtually to Guatemala, Sun-
days June 13, July 11 and Aug. 8 at 1:00 
p.m.  Register online at https:// 
guatemalavirtualjourney.eventbrite.com 
or contact Melanie Thomas (above). For 
more info. go to www.eocumc.com.  
  
 
 

It’s Dinner Time, etc. 
 

Creamed Chicken over Biscuits - 
Western Reserve UMC is having a drive
-thru dinner on Thurs, June 3 from 
4:00 until sold out at 4580 Canfield Rd., 
(Rt 62), Canfield.  
 

Chicken Dinners to Go - Thurs.   
June 3, 4:00 until sold out at Poland 
UMC, 1940 Bdmn-Poland Rd. (Rt. 224). 
 

Wellness Fair - Sat., June 19, 10-2 at 
Woodland Park UMC. 601 Ohio Ave., 
McDonald. Free & open to the public. 
 

Free Movie Night  -  Friday, June 11 
@ 8:30 p.m.  At Berlin Center UMC 
15611 Akron-Canfield Rd., Berlin    
Center.  Bring the family (and your lawn 
chairs) to this free event.  
 
VBS - June 27-29, 6:00-8:30 p.m. at 
Damascus UMC. 300 Valley Rd., Salem.  
Call 330-537-3031 for details.    
 

Free to good home: 
 

   Canfield UMC has over 20 of these 
pew boxes available to any church or 
mission effort that can use them.        
   Contact Canfield UMC at  
330-533-9801 for information.  
 

Mahoning Valley District 
The United Methodist  Church 
PO Box 11260 
Youngstown, OH  44511  
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Please note our SUMMER OFFICE HOURS: MONDAY - THURSDAY, 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.  


