
Celebrating the Teach-Reach-Bless Miracle Offering 
 

   At our outdoor spring district conference on Sunday, April 
18, we are collecting (or celebrating, if you give your gift 
online) a miracle offering for Teach Reach Bless—the con-
ference  mission to provide new, safe housing for female 
students at Africa University.  There are three matching of-
fers to challenge each church in the district to contribute at 
least $100:  a direct match from East Liverpool First UMC 
up to $110,000; a $1 for every $2 actually given conference 
wide; and another $10 from the district superintendent for 
each church which participates.  Here are a few ideas of how 
your church might celebrate this opportunity to make an 
enormous difference: 

   Ask everyone at your church to give according to how 
many years they were in school: one cent, ten cents, one 
dollar, ten dollars—for each year. 

Designate the funds or a tithe on the funds from your next 
drive-through dinner for this mission. 

Plan an Easter goodies sale to benefit TRB. 
Share the resources on your social media or with your next 

newsletter and ask people to respond as they are 
moved:  https://www.eocumc.com/teachreachbless/
resources.html . 

   Celebrate a TRB worship service using the videos from 
Africa University or East Ohio:  https://www.eocumc.com/
teachreachbless/saturationsunday.html .  (Hint: maybe your 
pastor could use some extra time for all the extra Holy Week 
preparations this year!  Or maybe a recovery Sunday the 
week after Easter…) 
 

Youth Annual Conference 
2021 
 
   Please keep June 12 reserved 
for a one-day Youth Annual 
Conference. Conference Council on Youth Ministries 
(CCYM) is excited to announce that it is working on three 
locations for this year’s event, trying to offer an in-person 
event while keeping numbers low. More information,         
including registration, will be available in March.  
 
 

It’s Dinner Time, etc. 
 

Creamed Chicken & Biscuits - Western Reserve UMC is 
having a drive-thru dinner on Thurs, March 4 from 4:00 
until sold out at 4580 Canfield Rd., (Rt 62), Canfield.  
 

Swiss Steak Dinner - Vienna UMC is holding a drive-thru 
Swiss Steak Dinner on Saturday. March 6, 4:00 until sold 
out.  Vienna UMC is located at 4265 Warren-Sharon Rd. 
 

Spaghetti Dinner -  Brookfield UMC is having a drive-
thru spaghetti dinner March 20, 4:00 pm till 6:30 pm or 
until sold out (don’t wait too long!).  Brookfield UMC is 
located at 6951 Grove St., Brookfield.   
 

  From Walt Merrill and North Coast of Haiti Mission 

   Have a heart for mission but don’t know where or how to 
begin? Want to be a part of the Great Commission but are 
unsure of your call?  The North Coast of Haiti Mission 
(NCHM) is looking for hearts that are ready to be chal-
lenged and changed by the people of Haiti.  Our mission is 
to provide a Christian based education to children in Haiti.  
Working with five Methodist Schools in the Cap-Haitien 
Circuit, NCHM has helped with tuition, books, uniforms, 
teacher salary shortfalls, security gates, internet access, run-
ning water, new roofs, building maintenance and even la-
trines. Our scholarship program currently supports 11   
worthy students who would not otherwise be attending   
high school due to poverty.   

   Although travel to Haiti is almost impossible now with 
pandemics and political unrest, this has not stopped us 
from starting to plan a virtual mission trip to Haiti in June 
and, with God’s help, an actual feet-on-the-ground visit to 
Haiti by the end of the year. If you have interest in one or 
both trips or would just like to hear more, please let us 
know. You can contact me, Walt Merrill, by email or call 
440.328.5832. We are also a current EOCUMC Advance 
Special so it’s easy to make a  donation to NCHM using 
Fund 9947.  
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   Once Upon A Time . . .  
 

   Once, Reuben knew what his future held:  as the eldest of Jacob’s sons, he would 
become head of the family upon his father’s death and manage the largest share of the 
flocks, land, and wealth.  He would pass that inheritance on to his own sons upon his 
death.  Then there was a famine and the whole clan moved to Egypt and stayed there 
for 400 years. 
   Once, David knew what his future held:  he’d likely be a shepherd, forever, since he 
was the youngest of many sons and wouldn’t inherit much.  Then a prophet came for 
lunch and David became Israel’s most beloved king. 
   Once, Mary Magdalene knew what her future held:  a lifetime of battling demons in a 

highly patriarchal society.  Then Jesus came to town and before she knew it Jesus commissioned her as the 
first gospel preacher. 
   Once, Peter knew what his future held:  he would charge down the Romans alongside Jesus and lead the 
Jews to overthrow them!  Then Jesus died, and rose from the dead, and commissioned Peter to “feed my 
sheep,” which of course meant the Jews.  Then the Holy Spirit blew through town again, and Peter found 
himself arguing that…maybe just maybe God would save people through Christ without full observance of 
the Jewish law? 
   Once, we knew some things, too:  if we can just get people through the doors of the church once, they’ll 
eagerly come back every week and start tithing.  Annual Conference is always at Lakeside.  General Confer-
ence happens every 4 years and would happen again May 5-15, 2020, and it would finally resolve the denomi-
national impasse.  Church can only happen in a particular place and way.  Then…well, you lived through it, 
too. 
   We’ve been here before, Church—where we have to throw away our maps of the future.  God has also  
been here before.  We are in the messy middle right now:  wandering in the desert toward the Promised Land, 
hiding in a cave, weeping on silent Saturday, wrestling with God and wrestling with other believers who have 
discerned differently.  Be strong and of good courage, because the Light still comes into the darkness but the 
darkness does not overcome it. 
 

Be patient, flexible, compassionate, and faithful, 
 

Rev. Abby 
 

ANNUAL AND GENERAL CONFERENCE UPDATES: 
 

Annual Conference will be remote in 2021:  https://www.eocumc.com/eoac21/index.html 
 

General Conference 2020 is delayed until 2022:  https://www.resourceumc.org/en/content/        
General-Conference-Postponed-to-2022. 
 

A Special Session will convene online in May 2021:  https://www.unitedmethodistbishops.org/ 
newsdetail/bishops-call-special-session-2021-15074669  
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March Clergy Birthdays 
       

12   Jim Spatholt                    New Hope 
29 Linda Baker       Salineville & Riley’s 
 
For Additional News & Information 
 

    “Like” the Mahoning Valley District    
of the United Methodist Church on  
Facebook and check it occasionally for 
workshop recommendations and helpful 
articles.  There are some digital work-
shops coming up in early March that 
help churches pivot towards our     
coming new normal. 
 

 
 

Newsletter Deadline 
   

The deadline for submissions                    
to the  

APRIL 2021 edition of      
The Mahoning Valley Messenger              

is Monday, March 22 
Please be sure to notify us  

if/when you resume  
fundraisers, dinners, etc.  

 

Retiree Breakfast 
 

  Watch your email for news. 
 

 

 

District Leadership 
 

   The district nominations committee is 
accepting suggestions for lay and clergy 
leadership on the following district  
committees:  finance, district union, 
committee on ministry, superintenden-
cy, and lay leaders.  Please email 
DS@mvdistumc.org to recommend 
someone or volunteer yourself! 
 
    
 
 

Please Keep in your prayers:    
 

   All those suffering from COVID-19     
in different ways.   
   We pray also for Pastor Rick Oaks 
(District Assoc.) and his wife Brigitta as 
she fights another cancer battle. 

 
Spring Conference  
 

   Our Spring District Conference is  
scheduled for the afternoon of April 18, 
in the parking lot of Western Reserve 
UMC (home of the district office).   
      For now, we are planning to err on 
the side of caution and gather outside.   
    
 
  Remember to  
  change your  
  clocks 
  March 14. 
 

 
News from 
Congregational Vitality 
 

   Please refer to the attached flyers for 
news on two learning opportunities:  
Telling The Old Story In A New 
Time (March 2) and Both/And 
(March 18)  These webinars are de-
signed to teach us how to promote best 
practices for worshiping on-line & be-
yond in a physically distanced world and 
to maximize hybrid worship experiences 
for on-line and in-person audiences. 

 

Appointment Updates 
 

   Jessica Schnegg will be appointed to    
Six-Fourteen Church, effective July 1.   

 
DON’T FALL VICTIM  

TO E-MAIL SPOOFING! 
 

   Spoofing occurs when someone with 
bad intent attempts to make a victim out 
of someone who thinks they are helping 
a friend - i.e. being spoofed into re-
sponding to an email they think is from 
somebody else. Spoofing and other e-
mail scams asking for money have been 
around for many years and there is noth-
ing that the General Church, the East 
Ohio Conference, or the Mahoning Val-
ley District office can do to stop them. 
Unfortunately, the same technology that 
adds convenience to our lives in so 
many areas also makes it possible for 
spoofing and other scams to occur. 

   Please know that neither Bishop 
Malone nor Rev. Abby Auman will 
send you e-mails asking that you 
purchase gift cards on their behalf. 
It’s important that you see/hear/retain 
that message because recently there 
seems to be an increase in e-mail spoof-
ing.  

   The best defense against becoming a 
victim is to be diligent. Read the header 
of an e-mail when you receive it. If the  
e-mail address listed on the From line 
does not match the e-mail address of  
the person sending it, you are being 
spoofed. Do not respond to the e-mail. 
           Delete it� 

With the DS in March 
 

2 Clergy take-in 
5 Regional YPM 
8 Toward Healing the Harm event 
9-11 Cabinet 
16 District Finance via Zoom 

 

   Kathy is still working at home on 
occasion, so if you need to contact 
the office, please e-mail us at:           
office@mvdistumc.org.  If you need 
to drop-off something or conduct 
business at the office, please email 
first to make sure we’re open.   
 
Paperwork and Leadership  
  Information Needed  

 

   Many of our churches did not list Lay 
Members to Annual Conference on 
their leadership directories.  If this is 
true of your congregation, please send 
the name and contact information of the 
person who will be representing your 
congregation to the district office ASAP.  
It will soon be time for the conference 
to send-out registration info., etc. and  
we’re sure you would like for your    
congregation’s Lay Member to be     
included in the distribution.  
    

   Local Church Audits for the year 
2020 are due in the  
district office by       
Friday, March 26.  

March Pandemic Guidance              
   from the DS 

   At press time, as many of the COVID-
19 indicators trend downwards while vac-
cinations increase, the district superinten-
dent has no district-wide recommendation 
on whether or not to have indoor worship.  
As churches account for their local contex-
tual variances, please continue to follow 
the guidance of the conference guidelines 
and local and state public health authori-
ties.  Please consider the following as you 
make your decisions: 

All district counties are still red and high 
incidence on the Ohio Public Health 
Advisory System.  That means  “Limit 
activities as much as possible.”  If you 
are resuming indoor worship as the 
most essential spiritual    function, 
continue holding meetings and other 
activities remotely as much as possible. 

Those who have not been vaccinated are 
still at risk of severe outcomes.  Many 
of us do not have any idea when   we 
will be eligible.  Please respond with 
Christian compassion and grace to 
those who still need to worship   and 
work from home. 

As the weather warms, hold events out-
side as much as possible. 

Encourage those who can worship re-
motely to continue doing so as a way 
to reduce the risk for those who can-
not. 

Remind everyone what proper mask wear-
ing looks like:  covers nose to chin and 
cheek to cheek, worn for the     dura-
tion!   

Remind everyone to stay home if they 
have any symptoms whatsoever, if any-
one in their household has been     
exposed (in the “health department 
notification” way), if anyone in their 
household is waiting on a COVID-19 
test result. 

Pay very close attention to what is hap-
pening in the zip codes of your wor-
shipping community so that you can 
be aware of localized outbreaks that 
might cause you to pull back again. 

Prepare the congregations that you may 
need to go fully remote again if condi-
tions warrant.  If the more contagious 
variants gain a foothold in our area, we 
will see an increase again.  Many scien-
tists were predicting that to     happen 
across the country in March.  Our be-
havior makes the difference! 

 

   The guidelines, plans, and protocols are 

not 100% safe.  They reduce risk.  At this 
point, both individuals and churches have 
had infections of people who think they 
did everything right.  The end is in sight 
but we are still in danger. 
   Be kind and compassionate.  This has 
been hard on everyone! 

Rev. Abby 
 

Ohio Medical  
Reserve Corps 

 

   Are you a medical professional looking 
for volunteer Opportunities?  Go to 
www.ohioresponds.odh.ohio.gov. for more 
information on how you can help support 
Ohio for the Covid-19 response. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Summer Camp Is Back in 2021 
 

   The East Ohio Camps leadership team 
has been praying, seeking counsel, and 
working diligently on what move to make 
about Summer Camp in 2021. After much 
prayer, consultation, and creative thinking 
we have decided to move forward with  
our plans for Summer Camp programs in 
2021 at Camp Aldersgate, Camp Asbury, 
and Camp Wanake. We can’t wait to see 
you at Summer Camp 2021!  
   For more information, go to:  
eocumc.com / Ministries / Camps and     
Retreat Ministries / 2021 Summer Camps. 
   District campership applications were 
emailed to pastors and camp contact  
persons the week of Feb. 15. and are at-
tached to this newsletter.  Please apply if 
you are interested in securing a $50 grant 
toward attending camp.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   GYCDOR  -  Greater Youngstown 
Community Dialog on Racism is announc-
ing an Online Dialogue Group, Thursdays 

from 5-7 p.m. 
   Sign-up for the Zoom sessions at: 

GYCDOR.COM.   

 Mahoning Valley District has open-
ings to attend Annual Conference 2021,  

June 16-19, 
   If you would be interested in attending 
Annual Conference this year as a voting 
member (Member-at-Large) please talk 
with your pastor. Upon approval of your 
church council your pastor will submit 
your name to the district office and you 
will be added to the list to be brought to 
The Spring  District Conference.  We  
have spots open for eight people.   

   Annual Conference 2021 is now 
scheduled to be held remotely.   

 
 

We also have openings for nominees to 
attend Annual Conference 2022.   
 

   These persons were nominated at the 
2020 Charge Conferences to attend      
Annual Conference 2022:    
 

Dori Kinkoph  Deerfield 
Gary Todd  Negley 
Margaret Javens New Waterford 
Bonnie Virden  New Waterford 
Garret Silsbe  Coalburg 
Judy Briceland  Berlin Center 
Jennifer Fike   Sebring 
Joel Evans  614 
Penny Wells  Millcreek 
Louise Easter  Millcreek 
Jody Hull  Franklin Square 
Sally Chappell  Salem 
 

   If we missed someone, please contact 
the district office ASAP.  If you wish to be 
nominated, or have someone to nominate, 
please talk with your pastor. Upon approv-
al of your church council, your pastor will 
submit your name to the district office so 
that we can get you on the ballot for the 
April 18 Spring Conference.   
   Since the April 18 conference will be 
held outdoors/broadcast live, it is essential 
that any and all write-in nominations be 
submitted no later than Monday, April 12 
so that ballots/meeting booklets can be 
emailed prior to the meeting. 
 
Christian Family Credit Union –         
        New phone number and website  
 

   Christian Family Credit Union (Formerly 
called the East Ohio Credit Union) has a 
new phone number 330-619-4201. You 
can no longer reach the credit union by 
dialing the East Ohio Conference office.     
   The new website is www.christian 
familycu.com  


