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Who knows what a fractal is? 
 
   The scientists and mathematicians among us would offer a more technical        
definition, but basically it’s a repeating pattern that is the same on smaller and      
larger scales.  We see this in biology, chemistry, mathematics…and the Bible. 
   God has embedded a few aspects of resurrection as fractals in our world.  An   
obvious one would be the nature patterns of apparent death and rebirth:  the       
seasonal cycle of winter to spring that coincides with Easter, caterpillars to butter-
flies, bulbs to Easter lilies.  But there’s at least one more fractal of resurrection. It    

is hard, so we apply our remarkable human capacity to overlook it:  The transformation of resurrection 
requires the death of the previous life.  We are often so terrified of losing the life we know that we     
cling tightly to it, but we can’t live both.   

   If we look at the Easter stories, we see this fractal.  In the garden, Mary does not recognize Jesus at  
first.  Why should she?  In the life she knows, dead people stay dead.  If they don’t, a whole bunch of 
things are up for grabs, not least of which is who is truly Lord of the universe!  I wonder if Jesus tells    
her not to hold on to him because in doing so, she would be trying to make things go back to the way 
they used to be?   

   We see this fractal repeating in the Emmaus road story.  When Jesus asks them why they’re so sad,   
they get a chance to tell the story of the old life: hopes and dreams for justice and redemption crushed   
by empire and the humans who collaborate in our own oppression.  I think they want to believe the  
women’s story, but living by the rules they know doesn’t let them see how it could possibly be true.     
The resurrected Christ seems a little impatient as he opens the scriptures to them.  What if the Scriptures 
mean something different than they think?!  God is doing something bigger and greater than they’ve 
dreamed—there’s glimpses of it in the Scripture, but they’re going to have to let go of what they think  
the Scriptures mean to see it.  But let go, and what do we find?  While our minds struggle, the risen  
Christ appears among us!  Blessing us!  Living into the resurrection!  Revealing himself to those who  
have not understood.  Bringing eternity to mortals.  Setting hearts on fire.  I always imagine that they  
went from Emmaus to Jerusalem in half the time. 

   If fractals are repeating patterns…where in your own life are you afraid to let go of what you know      
in order to embrace resurrection?  What is your church clinging tightly to because it’s the only way   
you’ve ever done it…but it doesn’t seem to be quite working anymore?  The past and tradition can be  
valuable guides to God—as long as they don’t prevent us from turning around when the risen Christ  
calls our names and beckons us into resurrection. 

Peace, 

Rev. Abby 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rev. Abby Auman 
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May Clergy Birthdays 
 

6 Dawan Buie     
       Youngstown Team Ministry 
9 Russ Adams          Western Reserve 
21   Kathy Barton                        Elkton 
25 Jeff Lanzer     
            Newton Falls/Pricetown 
26   Carol McCartney           Bunker Hill 

 

Pastors:  if we have your birthday listed 
incorrectly - or not at all - please notify 
the district office.  

 

 

CAMPERSHIP REMINDER:   

   The  Application  
deadline for 2019 district 
Camperships is Friday,    

May 3.   
 

MV District Retirees & Spouses                         
will meet for Breakfast and Fellowship 

on Wed. May 22 at 10:00 a.m.                          
at  Denny’s, 4927 Mahoning Ave.,        

Austintown.  
 

Newsletter Deadline 
The deadline for submissions          
to the June 2019 edition of  

The Mahoning Valley Messenger 
is Monday, May 20 

 
 District Office Schedule - May  
 

   The District Office will be CLOSED 
Tuesday May 14 & Wednesday,  May 

15 while Rev. Auman is at Cabinet and 
Kathy is attending a continuing educa-
tion event.   

   The office will also be closed on   
Monday, May 27 in observance of    
Memorial Day. 

Please keep in your prayers: 
 

     Please pray for Rev. Doug Lewis, 
(Firelands District Superintendent) and 
Pastor Kathy Barton (Elkton) both of 
whom are facing health concerns, and  
all of our retirees, many of whom are 
battling illness  Please also pray for  
Clergy Families and congregations in 
transition. 
 

Celebrations:  
 

   Congrats to Pastor JP and Jocelyn 
Snyder on the birth of their son, Evan 
Michael Snyder.  
    
Appointment Update: 
 

Rev. Jeff Lanzer (Newton Falls/
Pricetown) and Pastors Jeff and May 
Yeh (Poland Assocs.) are all concluding 
ministry. Pastor Carolyn Smith is   
concluding ministry at North Lima   
Calvary but continuing ministry at     
Columbiana. 
 

Pastor Robert Rathburn, is being 
appointed to Lisbon & Highlandtown 
UMC’s;  Rev. DeWayne Smith, is   
being appointed to Newton Falls and 
Pricetown.  
 
Dear Pastors and SPRC Chairs:  If 
you have not yet submitted your 2019 
Clergy Assessment and Action Plan, 
please do so ASAP.  
 
 
 

PASTORS & LAY LEADERSHIP -   
MARK YOUR CALENDARS: 

 

\ 

REACHING NEW 
PEOPLE  

 

PREVIEW - FRIDAY, MAY 3 
at Canfield UMC - 6-7:30 p.m.  

 

Come for a preview of the workshop 
“How to Reach New People” 

 

In this preview you will learn: 
 

Details of what growing churches do 

How to prepare a team for the      
upcoming workshop 

 

Tips on how to get started reaching 
your community 

 
 

Bring a team and get started making 
a difference in your community 

 

 
 
 
 
LEAD CONFERENCE:  
For Such a Time As This 

 

This one-day event is designed to 
help you go where Jesus is Leading 

 

Saturday, Sept. 28 
at Church Hill UMC 

 

Watch this space  
for more information 

 

With the DS in May 
 

1-2 Cabinet 

3 Reaching New People Preview 

4 Reaching New People Tune-Up 

6 EOWCA 

13 1st 12 Training  

14-16 Cabinet 

18 Transition Workshop   

19 Annual Conference Clergy Session 

27   Memorial Day—Office Closed 

28–30 Cabinet  
 
 

THE MAHONING VALLEY  
DISTRICT UNION 

 

Notice of a new resource for startup 
mission funding for the local church 
   Need a financial boost to start a new 
ministry?  The District Union is an-
nouncing merit-based grants to local 
churches for start-up funding for new 
ministries in their communities. Funds 
will be paid directly to the church. 
   These funds are available for a one-
time payment to help with expenses  
incurred in the start-up of a new minis-
try, not as ongoing support to that min-
istry. It is short term launch support that 
can be considered as a complement to 
East Ohio Conference funding and the 
church’s own resources.  
   Application forms are available at the 
district office.  The deadline for the 
first round of grants is July 1.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The Judicial Council, the top court of The United Methodist Church, has reviewed and ruled on the constitu-
tionality of the legislation passed at the 2019 Special Session of General Conference. The letter from the Council 
of Bishops, found  at the end of this message, provides a helpful explanation of the Judicial Council rulings.   
The parts of the legislation that were determined to be constitutional will take effect on January 1, 2020 (except 
in Central Conferences). Until then, our current 2016 Book of Discipline remains in effect. 
The Judicial Council has done the work it was tasked to do. I encourage us to remain faithful to the task that is 
always at hand for each member, pastor and congregation of the Church. And that is to stay focused on the   
mission of making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 
I encourage us to be mindful that the decisions and actions of the General Conference have caused great harm 
to many. Let us be committed to offering Christ’s hospitality to all persons and to treating each other as God’s 
beloved. Let us show love, compassion and support to our Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender and Queer    
siblings in Christ (and to their families and allies) who are deeply hurting and who continue to be marginalized  
in our beloved United Methodist Church. 
Let us continue to love the Lord, our God, with all our heart, our soul, our mind and our strength and to love  
all our neighbors as ourselves. Let us remain steadfast in prayer and scripture, growing in our personal walk   
with Jesus Christ and invite others to walk with us. Let the peace, welcome and joy of Christ be so evident in  
our words and actions so that others will experience the love of Jesus through our witness. 
In these times of uncertainty, we can be certain of one thing: “Jesus is the same yesterday and today and         
forever.” (Hebrews 13:9) God who raised Jesus from the dead will also give new life and give us a future with 
hope. 
As we live into this season of Eastertide, we are reminded that we serve a Risen Lord and Savior who is always  
at work in our lives and in the world dispensing love where there is hate, light where there is darkness, and hope 
where there is despair. As a people of faith, we believe that the Resurrection of Christ is a continuing event for 
today, tomorrow and forever. It is victory over death! It is the promise of new life! It is the certainty of our  
hope! It is the power of our love! And it is our commitment to embody and share the radical love and grace of 
Jesus Christ with all of God’s beloved children. 
Therefore, I call on all East Ohio pastors, congregations and faith communities to keep the main thing the main 
thing: 
• Be committed to living into our shared vision of being disciples, making disciples and maturing disciples      

of Jesus Christ. 
• Be committed to being Gods agents of transformation in your community and throughout the world. 
• Be committed to being bold and courageous in reaching new people, younger people and a more diverse 

people. 
And be committed to holding on to each other by praying for one another, staying in conversation with each 
other and making room for one another. And while holding on to each other, remember John Wesley’s three 
simple rules: Do good. Do no harm. Stay in love with God. 
 

See other side for the letter from the Council of Bishops  



 

For Immediate Release 

April 26, 2019 

WASHINGTON, D.C. - The Council of Bishops expresses its deep gratitude to the Judicial Council for its careful review of the actions of  

the 2019 General Conference. The Judicial Council’s decisions are clear and sound, and they give helpful guidance to the Church. 

In Decision 1378, the Judicial Council ruled that the constitutional parts of the Traditional Plan enacted by the General Conference were   

severable from those parts that it ruled were unconstitutional. The parts of the Traditional Plan that were declared unconstitutional during the 

General Conference were held again to be unconstitutional. 

In Decision 1379, the Judicial Council ruled that the disaffiliation petition passed by the General Conference is constitutional and clarified 

that the annual conference must approve a local church’s decision to disaffiliate with the denomination in addition to the other requirements 

set forth in the new legislation. 

These are some of the important rulings: 

1. The question of local churches exiting from the denomination is one that is determined by votes in the local church and at the annual     

conference. This retains the value of our connection. 

2. The practice of certifying Board of Ordained Ministry members on whether they would follow the Book of Discipline in its entirety,      

including on matters of human sexuality/LGBTQ identity, was found unconstitutional. Current language around sexuality and restrictions    

on same-sex weddings and ordination of self-avowed practicing homosexuals was not in question and is retained. 

3. Accountability for bishops continues to be lodged in the jurisdictional college or central conference.  

4. Exiting churches must pay their fair share of pension liability. Exiting clergy retain their pension but it is converted to limit further liability 

to the conference. 

5. Seven petitions in the Traditional Plan were found to be unconstitutional, consistent with two previous Judicial Council decisions, and eight 

petitions were found to be constitutional. 

Our polity disperses authority to lay and clergy delegates to General Conferences in writing legislation and to the Judicial Council in inter-

preting the constitutionality of that legislation.  Bishops are in the role of providing spiritual and administrative leadership, which is to say, 

putting in practice the discernments of these two bodies. While additional questions may arise as the new church laws take effect January 1, 

2020 (except in Central Conferences), today’s decisions provide a path for local churches and annual conferences to move forward. As disci-

ples of Jesus Christ, we pray that we will fulfill the law through our love for one another (Galatians 5. 14).  

The peace of the Lord, 

 

+Ken Carter 

President, Council of Bishops 

The United Methodist Church 
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 2018 – 19 DYC REPORT 
 

This report was accidentally left out of the 
Spring Conference booklet.  We apologize for 

the omission. 
     This year there was a change in youth 
and adult leadership in DYC.  After 
years of service, Jeff Pellin, DYC Coor-
dinator, stepped down to pursue other 
avenues in ministry.  After some ups and 
downs with leadership, we, Justine and 
Bonnie, took the positions as co-
coordinators in September.  With four 
youth and eleven adults, one of our fo-
cuses this year as co-coordinators was  
to empower the youth to lead and en-
courage the adults to support the youth 
leadership. We started off with a leader-
ship training with Rev. Abby Auman, 
where the youth learned the “Fist to 
Five” technique.  During the training, 
they were exposed to the different posi-
tions on a council and how meetings 
run.   
     After the leadership training, the 
youth quickly began planning for DYC 
events. They planned a Christmas Carol-
ing event at Copeland Oaks, followed by 
a DYC Christmas party for all church 
youth groups. At this party they had 
food, fellowship and games at Salem 
UMC.   
      The long-time favorite event, “Y-
night” in January started off with a tradi-
tion at Trinity UMC. During worship, 
Pastor Mark McTrustry spoke on Isaiah 
49:16 and gave his personal testimony.  
The DYC youth members led the ser-
vice, and there were 148 in attendance. 
Berlin Center’s praise band lead us in 
worship through song that night. The 
rest of the evening was spent at the 
YMCA where the youth enjoyed many 
activities, games, swimming and LOTS 
of pizza!   
     The annual Camp Asbury retreat was 
held in March. There were 61 in attend-
ance from eleven churches. The youth 
chose the theme, “God is in Control” 
and picked five different scriptures to be 
highlighted. The weekend was filled with 
various speakers, small group discus-
sions, fellowship, worship, and a com-
munion service led by Rev. Abby Au-
man. Some feedback that DYC received 
after the weekend included, “God was 

clearly present this weekend,” “we liked 
getting a better connection with Christ,” 
and, “meaningful weekend.” 
     Since beginning in September, we 
have seen our DYC youth’s leadership 
skills grow significantly!  We have also 
grown in size, welcoming four more 
youth to the council since September. 
We are encouraged to see that more 
youth have expressed interest in being a 
part of DYC in the upcoming year! 
Looking ahead, we are very excited to 
see where the youth go from here, lead-
ing other youth towards getting to know 
Christ or deepening their relationships 
with Christ.   
     We feel very blessed to be a part of 
this ministry in our district.  We are very 
thankful for the opportunity to work 
with the youth and the other adults on 
DYC.  We would like to give a special 
thanks to Pastor Jim Rhodes for being a 
part of the DYC adult leadership and 
helping with the financial side of DYC. 
We would also like to give thanks to T.J. 
Flamini for taking on the responsibility 
of the CCYM adult representative for 
our district and serving as DYC adult 
representative.   
Yours In Christ,   
Justine Spak , Bonnie Virden  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clergy Spouse Continental   
Breakfast @ Lakeside 
  
Date: Wednesday, June 12, 2019  
Time: 9:30—11:30 a.m.  
Where: Wesley Lodge 
  
   Childcare for children 18 months   
to 4th grade is available at Lakeside 
UMC. The cost is a donation. Please 
register online by May 15th at:  
www.eocumc.com/eoac19.  Choose 
Registration, then VBS & Child Care.  
   Please join us for a time to renew old 
friendships and make new ones.  

 
 

Moving dates for 2019 Appointments  
 

   Move-out deadline date: Monday,  
June 24, 2019.  
   Remember that those local church 
who are current with their shared minis-
try payments as of June 30 are eligible  
to receive 50% reimbursement (subject 
to limitations) of the  
moving cost for their   
new pastor.  
 

 
Members-at-Large 2020 
 

   The following persons were elected    
at the Spring District Conference to 
serve as Members-at-Large to Annual 
Conference 2020: 
 
Colleen Aliberti  Niles 1st 
Judy Briceland  Berlin Center 
Zachary Byler  Warren Grace 
Sally Chappel  Salem 
Judy Dennis  Newton Falls 
Joel Evans  614 
Jennifer Fike  Sebring 
Margaret Javens  New Waterford 
Laura Kenworthy Coalburg 
Jill Kercher  Canfield 
Dori Kinkopf  Deerfield 
Samantha Knight 614 
Barb Lendon  Boardman 
Suzan Masters  Boardman 
Lucy Smith  Richard Brown 
Kimatha Morgan Palmyra 
Carolyn Pytlic  Vienna 
Josh Reichard  Ygts. Trinity 
Carol Shelley  Ellsworth 
Garret Silsbe  Coalburg 
Jon Siron  Canfield 
Olivia Sowers  Damascus 
Laura Spatholt  North Lima 
Sara Streets  Niles First 
Stephanie Tennant Warren Grace 
Cheryl Thompson Canfield 
Gary Todd  Negley 
Cheryl Viola  Lockwood 
Penny Wells  Richard Brown 
Ruby Weymouth E Liv. 1st 
Stefanie Williams Canfield 
 
  In addition, Cheryl Viola (Lockwood) 
was elected to fill an open slot at the 
2019 Annual Conference.  



Mahoning Valley District 
The United Methodist  Church 
PO Box 11260 
Youngstown, OH  44511 
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Run/Walk Celebrates 200 Years of 
Global Ministries 
 
   Health and Welfare, United Methodist 
Volunteers in Mission (UMVIM) and 
Conference Council on Youth Ministries 
(CCYM) are partnering to host the 5K 
Run/1-Mile Walk at Lakeside Chautau-
qua on Wednesday, June 12. 
In recognition of the 200th anniversary 
of Global Ministries, our goal is to have 
200 runners/walkers, each raising at 
least $200 in sponsorships. Participate 
by running in the 5k, walking the 1-mile 
course, or sponsoring a runner/walker 
from your church or district. Money  
raised will support the work of UMVIM, 
the Youth Service Fund, and mission 
partnerships in East Ohio. Learn more 
about East Ohio mission partner-
ships.  Register at www.eocumc.com. 
 
Guest Speaker - East Palestine Cen-
tenary UMC is welcoming Rev. Graham 
Locking on Sunday, May 12 for Sunday 
School & Church. Among his many  
appointments, Rev. Locking is a former 
Chaplain to the British Horse Racing 
industry.   
 

Sales:   
   Trash & Treasure Sale - Saturday,  
May 4, 9-2 at Ohltown UMC, 2001 
Ohltown Rd., Mineral Ridge.    
 

Rummage Sale - Friday & Saturday, 
May 10 & 11,  9-3 at Lockwood UMC, 
4570 Lockwood Blvd., Youngstown.  
 

Purse, Jewelry, Collectibles & Fine 
Gifts Sale - Friday,  May 4, 9-4 & Sat. 
May 5, 9-1:00  at Columbiana UMC,  
210 S Main St.,  Columbiana.   
 

IT’S DINNER TIME, ETC. 
 

Cook’s Night Off  Drive Thru      
Dinner - Wed.,  May 1, 4-6 at Winona 
UMC, 32114 Winona Rd.  Call 330-222-
1211 to reserve your meal.  
 

Chicken Dinners to Go - Thurs.   
May 2, 4:00 until sold out at Poland 
UMC, 1940 Bdmn-Poland Rd. (Rt. 224). 
 

Drive by Swiss Steak Dinners - Thurs. 
May 2, 4:00 until sold out at Western 
Reserve UMC, 4580 Canfield Rd.   
 

Drive-Thru Chicken Dinner -  Thurs. 
May 9, 3-6 or until sold out at Calvary 
UMC, 12062 South Ave., North Lima.   
 

Fly-By Chicken-n-Noodle (carry-out) 
Dinner Saturday May 11, 4-6 or until 
sold out at Damascus UMC, 300 Valley 
Rd. Damascus 
 

Free Pancake, Sausage & Egg  
Breakfast - Sat. May 11, 9-11:30 at 
Smith Corners UMC, 3000 S. Canfield 
Niles Rd., Austintown  
 

Drive Thru Ham Dinner  - Tues., 
May 14, 4-6 or until sold out at Colum-
biana UMC, 210 S. Main St.   
 

Free Supper at the Corner - Thurs. 
May 16, 4:30-6:00 at Smith Corners. 
UMC, 3000 S. Canfield Niles Rd.,    
Austintown  
 

Free Community Dinner - 4:30-6 pm. 
Sat., May 18 at Lockwood UMC, 4570 
Lockwood Blvd. Ygst, 44511 
 

Drive Thru Ham and/or Meatloaf 
Dinner - Monday, May 20, 3-7 or until 
sold out at Brookfield UMC, 6951 
Grove St.. 
 
 

First United Methodist Church of 
East Liverpool has two job opportu-
nities: 
 

   Seeking a part-time Youth Director 
to serve the youth (grades 7-12) and 
assist with the children’s ministry at the 
church. We are looking for someone 
who displays a maturity and love for 
Christ, cares for and understands youth 
both inside and outside of the church, is 
theologically trained and enjoys tackling 
difficult and interesting theological is-
sues, understands technology and can 
help maintain a website and Facebook 
page, and wants to work closely with the 
pastor and the church.  
   Seeking an Organist. The position is 
part time, approximately   10-15 hours a 
week. Responsibilities would include 
planning service music for one Sunday 
morning service at 10:45 a.m. with a 
choral warm-up prior to the service.  
The organist would accompany the 
choir which rehearses for one hour on 
Wednesday nights at 7:30 p.m. The 
choir sings September - May. Other re-
sponsibilities would include planning 
summer music June - August to replace 
the choral anthem while the choir is on 
summer hiatus. The organist would also 
be encouraged to organize occasional 
concerts offering a variety of music to 
support the music outreach of the 
church.     
   Call the church at 330-385-5269 or 
go to www.eocumc.com/classifieds 
for complete job descriptions. 
 

Don’t forget to honor Mom - 
Mother’s Day is May 12 


