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  YOU CAN’T GO BACK. 

   I remember feeling so strange the first time I returned home after leaving for college.  
How could my childhood home look exactly the same when I had changed so much in 
the six or eight weeks I’d been gone?  I could physically go back home, but mentally  
and emotionally I could not go back to being a somewhat dependent child after even    
a few weeks of being completely responsible for myself.   

   Many events in life change us profoundly and quickly—sometimes causing us to rise 
to the occasion, other times to eat dirt before we struggle to our feet.  Perhaps you’d 
put births, deaths, health crises, and/or new jobs on your list.  Other changes are more 

gradual but equally profound:  each school year, a friendship, a marriage, a Bible study.  Whatever it is that 
causes us to change and grow, voluntary or not, we can’t go back to who we were and how things were be-
fore—we can only go forward, trusting God to go with us. 

   The covid-19 pandemic is one of those dividing lines of before/after for the entire planet.  A week or so 
before the schools closed, one of our pastors told me that their teacher spouse was told to prepare lessons   
for three to five weeks of the kids being at home.  Now, I laugh at my reaction then.  I was horrified and 
thought, There’s just no way!  I can’t possibly work from home that long with the kids home!  Well, it turns out I can,    
and I’m prepared to do it indefinitely, and it will be ok.  Not great compared to their classroom experience, 
but ok.  What are your personal before/after lines?  Maybe it’s literally your hair roots!  What do you now 
know is possible?  Perhaps it’s not having your self worth measured by your productivity as valued by others! 

   This is also a before/after moment for churches.  There is not going to be a “return to [the old] normal.”  
We will return to our buildings and our in-person community.  It’s going to be different, with everyone    
wearing masks and refraining from hugging for a while—because that is the most loving thing we can do.  
Online worship and virtual community in some format are no doubt here to stay, while at the same time our 
desperate need for in-person community has been starkly revealed…especially to people who are feeling very 
lonely and left out.  We will have to start new ways of offering significant soul care to our communities.   
Small groups may take off while large worship services may take months to resume. There will be things we 
can’t do right away and things no one wants to start up again. However much we might yearn for, even  
mourn for, the way things used to be, we can’t go back. 

   I wonder if any of the first Christians ever wanted to go back.  Did Peter long for the time when Jesus was 
in charge?  Did Thomas flop around sleepless, wishing for the days when he could get a straight answer out  
of Jesus in the flesh immediately?  Did Mary ever say out loud to thin air, “The church is doing great things, 
but I just want to hug you again, my baby boy!”?  Did the other Marys long to sit at Jesus’ feet, listening to 
him teach instead of repeating his teachings to others?  As marvelous as the Resurrection was and is, did    
they ever long to go back to the way things were before? 

   The incarnate Jesus of Nazareth was limited to the one place his one body was.  The ascended Christ can  

be everywhere and every-when at once.  Not being residents of ancient Galilee, we are grateful!  Of course,  

we aren’t the ones who had to sacrifice being in Jesus’ incarnate presence.                            

Continued on Page 2 

Rev. Abby Auman 
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May Clergy Birthdays 
 
2     Bobby Rathburn 
             Lisbon & Highlandtown 
9     Russ Adams           Western Reserve 
21 Kathy Barton   Elkton 
22 Carol McCartney            Bunker Hill 
 
Audits/Budgets Due:  
 

   Yep — there are still a few strays out 
there.  If you have not yet submitted a 
copy of your audit for the year 2019 or 
your budget for the year 2020 to the 
district office, please do so immediately. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Newsletter Deadline 
 

  The deadline for submissions to the 
June edition of The Mahoning Valley 

Messenger is Wednesday,  
May 20.   

Please be sure to notify us  
if/when you resume  

fundraisers, dinners, etc.  
 

Retiree Breakfast 
 

  Watch your e-mail for updates on 
when/whether the retirees will meet     

in May  
 

 

 
Welcome to the District: 
 
Pastor Fred Higgins, who will be 
serving Berlin Center and Sebring 
 
 
FAMLP News from Steve Rice 
 

   As the district FAMLP representative 
I wanted to tell you that we have       
rescheduled the FAMLP meeting at  
Annual Conference this year.  I know    
it will be on Saturday but the time has 
not been confirmed yet.  
 

You Can’t Go Back, continued    
 

   I long to offer all of you the certainties 
that you long for me to offer!  I wish I 
could tell you exactly when certain 
things will happen and what the future 
will hold.  About those things, I have 
only guiding questions and guidelines, 
public health benchmarks and scientific 
hypotheses.  The certainties I have to 
offer are these:   
   God didn’t bring us this far to leave us 
now. 
   The ascended Christ is with us always 
and everywhere no matter what! 
   The church has changed often 
through the years, but the Holy Spirit 
holds us together. 
   Nothing in all creation can separate us 
from the love of God in Christ Jesus  
our Lord.  There’s no going back once 
you’ve surrendered your life to that 
truth. 
   Peace and protection, wisdom and 
strength for the journey ahead, 
 

   Rev. Abby 
 
Please keep in your prayers:    
 

   Please pray for a everyone affected in 
any way by the Coronavirus Pandemic., 
physically, emotionally, or financially. 
    Please also pray for our retirees,  
many of whom are facing medical issues, 
and for churches awaiting pastoral    
appointments.  

IMPORTANT UPDATE 
 

The Mahoning Valley       
District 

SPRING CONFERENCE  
has been suspended until it is 
safe to gather in person again.  

 

See Page 3 for additional updates 
   

ADVOCACY  
 

Safe Sanctuaries:                            
Best Practices for Online Ministries 
   As we continue to move forward in ministry 
during the COVID-19 pandemic, many folks 
have turned to having gatherings using various 
online platforms like Zoom, Google Hangouts, 
and others that are great for keeping relation-
ships strong and ministries moving forward.   
As we use these platforms, we need to remember 
the importance of adhering to Safe Sanctuaries 

best practices. 
   EOC pastors, congregations and   

faith communities are encouraged to 
read – and put into practice – the tips 
offered by United Methodist Disciple-

ship Ministries in its article Safe      
Sanctuaries: Eleven Online        

Gathering Suggestions (this article is 
available in the April 20 edition of       

E-News.)  

   If you have questions about Safe Sanc-
tuaries policies, please reach out to the 

Rev. Gary Jones via email or phone, 
(330) 499-3972 ext. 120. 

With the DS in May 
 

   As with so much else these       
days, Rev. Auman’s schedule is     

ever-changing. 
 

Rest assured that she is still working, 
   using telephone, text, e-mail and    

video-conferencing whenever possible. 
This includes scheduled cabinet  
dates of May 4 and May 19-21 

 
In addition, Kathy is working primarily 

from home but is checking e-mail  
messages on a 
regular basis 

 
If you need to contact Rev. Auman, 

please e-mail her at  
ds@mvdistumc.org.  

 
If you need to contact the office, 

please e-mail us at 
office@mvdistumc.org.              

 
By the way, the office will be  

CLOSED 
on Memorial Day,  

May 25 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 



 

COVID-19 MAHONING VALLEY DISTRICT INFORMATION CENTRAL, UPDATED 

 

What’s the status of…? 
 

The District Superintendent—available by email, phone, text, and Zoom; very  
much working! 
 

District Office—open online Mon-Fri.  Email will get quickest response;     
voicemail checked regularly. 
 

Spring District Conference—postponed, no new date set 
 

Clergy Executive Session—postponed to September 25, 2020—at Lakeside 
 

Annual Conference—postponed to September 26-27, 2020—at Lakeside 

(Stay tuned for an update on Course of  Study scheduled for that weekend.        
Nothing definitive at press time.) 
 

Jurisdictional Conference—postponed to 2021, exact date not released as of        
press time 
 

General Conference—postponed to 2021, exact date not released as of  press       
time, although tentative dates of  early September have been shared 
 

In-person worship—suspended to save lives as some aspects of  society live into   
the new normal.  As of  press time, the governor’s orders were still work from home, 
stay home, and limit gatherings to under 10 people. 
 

Worship—online. Most of  our churches have some kind of  online worship.  Feel 
free to join another one if  yours doesn’t! 
 

Appointment changes—still happening July 1 
 

Charge Conferences—on an extremely limited basis only for very necessary      
property matters.  As always, called by the DS. 



AC 2020, YAC 2020, and     
Clergy Executive Session  
Postponed 
 

By Rick Wolcott*  
 

   The health and safety of East Ohio   
Conference clergy and laity are paramount. 
Bishop Tracy S. Malone, after prayerful 
discernment and in consultation with the 
Extended Cabinet, leadership of the Board 
of Ministry, and the Annual Conference 
secretary, has made the decision to post-
pone Clergy Executive Session and Annual 
Conference 2020 until the Fall. 
   Both Clergy Executive Session and    
Annual Conference will meet at Lakeside 
Chautauqua the last weekend in Septem-
ber. 
   Clergy Executive Session will meet from 
11:00 a.m. until 5:30 p.m. on Friday,     
September 25. The 51st Session of Annual 
Conference will begin at 10:00 a.m. on  
Saturday, September 26 and will conclude 
by 2:00 p.m. on Sunday, September 27. 
   In choosing new dates for the resched-
uled Annual Conference session the       
deliberate decision was made to include 
Saturday as one of the meeting dates so 
that the conference will be more accessible 
to lay members. Lakeside is able to accom-
modate a weekend session because the  
rescheduled Annual Conference meets  
after the summer Chautauqua program 
season concludes. 
   Annual Conference members will gather 
September 26-27 guided by the theme 
Bearing Fruit that Lasts: Called, Com-
mitted, Connected. Worship, business, 
and fellowship will underscore the im-
portance of being connected to God, to 
our neighbors, and to our mission of   
making disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world and bearing 
fruit that lasts. 
   “There is great joy and anticipation felt 
by many of us as we prepare to connect  
for a time of holy conferencing after this 
extensive time of physical separation from 
one another,” Malone said. “God’s Spirit 
continues to move among us as we join 
together across the East Ohio Conference 
to share the Good News of the Gospel in 
creative and tangible ways.”  (Excerpts 
taken from April 20 EOC E-News).  
    
*Rick Wolcott is director of Communica-
tions for the East Ohio Conference of  
The United Methodist Church. 
 

IMPORTANT  
NOTICE 

 

Due to world-wide concern         
over the Covid-19  
Coronavirus,     

General Conference 2020               
has been 

 POSTPONED 
until 2021.   

Please watch this space and the  
  East Ohio Conference  

E-News  
for new dates and other                

information  
 

Copy and paste this address to your 
browser for more information: 

  https://www.resourceumc.org/en/
content/general-conference-to-move-

to-2021  
 

In addition, all US  
Jurisdictional Conferences for 2020 

are postponed.   
   Once the dates for the General   

Conference are finalized, the Council  
of Bishops will set the date for the   

Jurisdictional Conference. The plan is 
for the Commission on General     

Conference and the Council of Bish-
ops to release a combined announce-
ment of both dates in the very near 

future.” 
 

Special #GivingTuesdayNOW - May 5        
     

   In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
there will be a special Giving Tuesday  
on May 5. Physical distancing mandates 
and a sudden increase in unemployment 

have put a financial strain on non-profits, 
including churches and church-related  
missions and ministries. Please support 
your local church as your first  mission  
and then consider also supporting our  
East Ohio Conference mission        

partners. 

 
 

UMCOR Launches COVID-19          
   Response Fund 
 

   The United Methodist Committee on 
Relief (UMCOR) continues to work with 
health boards, medical professionals,     
disaster management coordinators and 
faith leaders to prevent the further spread 
of the coronavirus. In this effort to com-
bat the COVID-19 pandemic, UMCOR is 
launching the Sheltering in Love giving 
campaign to assist vulnerable U.S. and 
international communities. 
   Grants of up to $20,000 will be awarded 
and disbursed quickly and efficiently to 
address pressing needs in the areas of 
health, food insecurity, water, sanitation 
and hygiene and economic instability. 
Grant applications should be available 
April 27. 
   Learn more and donate to the 
UMCOR COVID-19 Response Fund   
at www.eocumc.com.   
 
New COVID-19 Ministry Resources 
  
   Visit the COVID-19 Ministry Re-
sources page of the Conference website 
to find many sites dedicated to equipping 
ministries to reach more people in bold 
and new ways during the current corona-
virus pandemic. The two new resources 
added in the past few days include: 
   Young People’s Ministries 
Youth Ministry resources to equip leaders 
during the current COVID-19 pandemic. 
   UMCOR Sheltering in Love Fund 
Support this COVID-19 Response fund   
to equip Methodist partners to assist     
vulnerable populations in the U.S. and 
around the world. 
   Get guidance from Bishop Malone and 
other Conference leaders on how best to 
respond to and reach out to others during 
the COVID-19 at  www.eocumc.com.   
 



2020 SUMMER CAMP PROGRAMS SUSPENDED 
 
   The East Ohio Camps   
leadership team has been 
praying and seeking counsel 
on what decisions to make 
about Summer Camp 2020. 
After much prayer and   
consultation, the leadership 
of East Ohio Camps is suspending the 2020 Summer Camp 
Programs at Aldersgate, Asbury and Wanake, as well as    
CYF, ReachOut and Institute. 
   We know this is disappointing news. We share your       
disappointment. It’s difficult for all of us to imagine a      
summer without camp. We know for many of you “camp”   
is the thing you most look forward to in the summer. The 
irony is that   in these “stay at home” times the fun we    
share with friends  at camp is what we need and want the 
most. 
   Recently, the East Ohio Board of Camps & Retreat      
Ministries spent much time reviewing and updating the     
Vision for Ministry. One key phrase in this new vision is, "... 
(we) will develop safe places of hospitality at our camp and 
retreat sites ... " The leadership team has wrestled with how 
to provide safe places for summer camp to happen and we 
don't believe that this can be accomplished in the midst of 
the COVID-19 pandemic in Ohio this summer. 
   If you have already registered for a Summer Camp 2020 
event, we will contact you about the refund to which you    
are entitled. We do ask, though, that you prayerfully consider 
making a tax-deductible gift to help see EOC Camps &    
Retreat Ministries through this crisis.  

 
Clergy Assessment 

   The annual clergy assessment report (which is usually due   
on May 1) will be due in the fall instead, with the charge   
conference paperwork. This report has not been sent to 
churches yet and may be revised.  

 
 
 
 

YOUTH ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
To meet VIRTUALLY June 14 

 

April 28 E-News—by Kay Wolfinger 
 

The Conference Council on Youth Ministries (CCYM) is ex-
cited to announce a June 14 live streamed alternative event 
for Youth Annual Conference 2020. 
Our virtual YAC will take place at 7:00 p.m. on Sunday, June 
14. We will live stream our keynote speaker, Shane Claiborne, 
as well as the band, Tribe Collective, who will lead us in a 
prerecorded time of worship. For those who register for this 
event and cannot make the scheduled time, you will be able 
to watch it at your convenience at a later date. 
To help enhance this virtual experience, YAC party boxes will 
be available for youth leaders to purchase, which will include 
t-shirts, lanyards, key tags, candles, and other items. Boxes are 
$15 per person and will be delivered to churches two weeks 
prior to the June 14 virtual Youth Annual Conference date. 
Registration, which includes party box orders, ends May 13, 
so get your group registered ASAP on our web-
site www.eocumc.com/yac. 
Those who have already registered for YAC will be contacted 
personally. 
*Kaye Wolfinger is director of Young People’s Ministries and Higher 
Education and Campus Ministry for the East Ohio Conference of The 
United Methodist Church. 
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 ——————————————————————————————————————————————————————–————

 

Most dinners and other fund-raisers have been          
suspended for the duration of the health emergency. 

 

Please keep your favorite dinners  
and fund raising projects in mind  

as they’re going to need your support  
once the crisis is over  


