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Mr. Anonymous and Ms. Name Withheld  

   I’d like to discuss your concerns with you.  Really, I would.  It’s my job to help shepherd 

the churches of the Mahoning Valley so I’d like to talk with a member of the flock for the 

sake of your church’s mission.  But I can’t do that.  Because I don’t know who you are.  

    You didn’t sign your name.  I know you didn’t forget, like a child rushing through their 

schoolwork, because you took the time to obscure your name.  It is a real mystery to me just 

what you want to accomplish by sending me an anonymous letter. 

    Do you expect that, having received an anonymous letter detailing complaints, I will show 

up to your next council meeting demanding changes?  Do you think I will call your pastor on the carpet, based on 

statements from a mystery person? 

    Neither of those things are going to happen.  Showing up to the council meeting with concerns is actually your 

job.  If I knew who you were, we could have some conversations and I could help you figure out the best way to 

address your concerns with others at your church.  I could also clarify for you some things about how we do things 

in the United Methodist Church, because it is clear to me from your letter that part of the issue is that you only   

partly understand what is going on and/or how things work.  If we could discuss our system, you might not agree 

but you would at least understand what’s happening.  If you aren’t sure how to talk to your pastor, I could coach  

you to figure out how to begin the conversation. 

    I have questions about what you wrote, but I have no answers, because I don’t know who you are.  I’d like more 

information.  I’d like to understand what’s going on.  I’d like to do something to help.  But I can’t—because you 

chose to hide behind “Mr. Anonymous.” 

    You are hiding.  Anonymous letters are generally destructive to the fabric of our faith communities.  Anonymous 

sources in newspapers are generally known to the reporters.  Whistleblowers are often known to the agency they 

report to.  As a society we do allow anonymous tips regarding certain crimes and abuse, because people are so 

afraid of repercussions.  But the type of things you typically write about are often discussed openly and regularly    

at church meetings.  The pain that led you to write your letter isn’t resolved, because, well, see above.  But I can 

only speculate you think you did something so now you’re mad at me for not fixing it while absolving yourself of 

any more responsibility without having done anything constructive.  From my view you are pointing fingers and 

pointing out problems, and you are also creating more problems instead of working towards solutions. Your letter 

creates or exacerbates a climate of mistrust and fear.  Your pastor is deeply hurt that you wrote anonymously to me 

instead of having a conversation with them. How do you see yourself following Jesus by writing an anonymous let-

ter?  When did Jesus say, “If you have a problem with someone, the best way to deal with it is by lobbing accusa-

tions to a 3rd party while remaining in hiding”?  In Matthew 18:15, Jesus does say, “If your brother or sister sins 

against you, go and correct them when you are alone together.  If they listen to you, then you’ve won over your 

brother or sister.”  He goes on to give instructions about how to proceed if the problem is not resolved.  As your DS, 

I’m actually #3 or #4 on that list of  instructions. 
        Part of what it means to live in Christian community is to talk with those with whom we have disagreements or 
who have hurt or wronged us, so that we can see God’s reconciliation and redemption in this life.  “If possible, to the 
best of your ability, live at peace with all people.” (Romans 12:18)  “If you forgive anyone’s sins, they are forgiven.  If 
you don’t forgive them, they aren’t forgiven.” (John 20:23)   

Continued on Page 2 

 



VOLUME  13 ,  ISSUE  7  PAGE  2  

 

November Clergy Birthdays 
 

17   Rick Oaks            District Associate 
20 Hyun Suk Kim           
                        Ygst. Korean / Hubbard 
21   May Yeh             Poland (Associate) 

 

Mayor’s Prayer Breakfast 
 

    The District has purchased a table for 
the Nov. 20 Prayer Breakfast and has  
six seats available.  Event is at the     
Mahoning Country Club, beginning at 
7:30 a.m. 
   Call Rev. Jeffery Harrison  @ West 
Austintown (330-792-1221) to reserve 
your  seat.     

 
MV District Retirees & Spouses  

     

    Will meet for Breakfast and Fellowship 
on Wed. Nov. 14 at 10:00 a.m.  at   
Denny’s, 4927 Mahoning Ave.,        

Austintown.  
Karl Bucey will lead the discussion. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 
The deadline for submissions          

to the combined December 2018/
January 2019 
Newsletter  is 

Monday, November 19 

 

Health Benefits Enrollment 
 

   Benefits Enrollment begins Oct. 31 
Active clergy, lay employees, and retirees 
younger than 65 years of age covered by 
HealthFlex are required to elect their 
health benefits for 2019 during annual 
enrollment, Oct. 31 through Nov. 15.    
   For 2019, participants choose from six 
available medical plans, tax advantage 
accounts to help manage health care 
costs, and optional dental & vision 
plans.        
   No action is required for retirees 
over age 65.  

.  

Mr. Anonymous, continued 
 

Restoration and redemption through 
forgiveness are some of the most pow-
erful gifts God offers us, but we 
shortchange them when we don’t give 
other people a chance to repent and 
apologize.  It might be the case that re-
pentance isn’t even needed—just clarifi-
cation—but as long as you withhold 
your name, we can’t straighten that out.  
It could even be that the God who 
makes all things new would reveal some-
thing new in conversation together—
something that neither you, nor I, nor 
your pastor, nor anyone else has even 
considered yet; something the Holy 
Spirit could bring out between the two 
or three who converse in Christ’s name.  
But you didn’t give God that chance 
when you withheld your name. 
    You should know your letters don’t 
go in your pastor’s file if you aren’t will-
ing to own your letter.  Mr. Anonymous, 
Ms. Name Withheld, They, and Some 
People are not members of any UMC.   
    I’m not saying your concerns aren’t 
valid.  I’m not saying I don’t want to 
hear what you have to say.  I’m not say-
ing your pastor is right and you’re 
wrong. 
    I can’t say anything to you, because    
I don’t know who you are. 
   Sincerely, 
 

   Your District Superintendent who 
loves and cares about your church, your 
pastor, and you. 

 PASTORS & LAY LEADERSHIP 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR NOW: 
 
 

Winter Clergy Gathering - Jan 23  
 

LEAD Conference - March 16 
 

Fresh Expressions Vision Day           
Sat. March 23 

Lay Servant Training - March 29-30 
Spring District Conference                

& Financial Tune-Up workshop - 
April 6 

 

Please keep in your prayers: 
 

    Rev. Deb Quillen (East Fairfield) and 
Rev. Barry French (Retired), both recov-
ering from surgery, Rev. Don Booth 
(Retired), Rev. George Lee (Retired) and 
Pastor Shane Russo (Woodland Park/
Girard), all facing health concerns.     
   Please also pray for Rev. Vernon and 
Karen Palo whose mother passed away 
recently,  the family of Gary Rinker 
(Retired Local pastor) who also passed 
away recently, and our retirees, many of 
whom are battling various ailments.  

        

Pastors - Thinking about Retiring? 
 

    If so, please announce your intention 
to Bishop Malone and your District  
Superintendent before sharing the   
news with your congregation and/or   
on social  media.  Thank you.  
   Please be advised that for the sake   
of the church’s mission, we expect 
retiring pastors to retire at the end   
of the appointment year (June 30).  

With the DS in  November 
 

1 Charge Conference Prep Day 
4 SPRC Consults 
5 Summit Prep 
6 SPRC Consults/Charge Conf. prep 
7 SPRC Consults 
11 Charge Conferences (2 & 6 p.m.) 
12 Korean Summit 
13 Youngstown Team meeting 
14-15   Cabinet 
18   Charge Conferences (2 & 6 p.m.) 
20 Mayor’s Prayer Breakfast/Reaching    
       New People Coaching Call 
22   Thanksgiving 
27 Planning meeting 
29 Ohio Northern Campus Visit 
 

November Office Schedule 
 

   The District Office will be CLOSED 
on Friday, Nov. 2.  We will also  be 
CLOSED from noon Nov. 21 until 
Mon. Nov. 26 for the Thanksgiving 
Holiday.   
 

MVAC Prayer Vigil 
    
   Dear friends, you all know that we 
are still reeling from the horrendous  

act of hate imposed upon our Jewish 

brothers and sisters in Squirrel Hill, 

PA.  On Thursday, November 1st, 

5:45p at Temple El Emeth located at 

3970 Logan Way, Youngstown, an 

Interfaith Community Prayer Vigil will 

be held.  It will start with regular even-

ing prayers and then a program will 

begin at 6p.  Everyone is welcome. 
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 The Faithful Work of Finding 
a Way Forward 
 
By Bishop Tracy S. Malone 
September 19, 2018 
 
“Therefore, as a prisoner for the 

Lord, I encourage you to live as people worthy 
of the call you received from God. Conduct 
yourselves with all humility, gentleness, and 
patience. Accept each other with love, and 
make an effort to preserve the unity of the 
Spirit with the peace that ties you together. 
You are one body and one spirit, just as God 
also called you in one hope. There is one Lord, 
one faith, one baptism, and one God and Fa-
ther of all, who is over all, through all, and in 
all.”         - Ephesians 4:1-6. (CEB) 
   I believe, and am convinced, that we 
can find a Way Forward that will keep 
the unity of The United Methodist 
Church if we fully embrace this call to 
conduct ourselves with all humility,  
gentleness, and patience; accepting each 
other with love; and making an effort to 
preserve the unity of the Spirit with the 
peace that ties us together. I continue to 
proclaim what I have said before: find-
ing a Way Forward is all of our work to 
do and all of our commitments to make. 
As a witness to our love for and com-
mitment to Jesus Christ, and the procla-
mation of the Gospel and our love for 
our beloved United Methodist Church, 
we are called to be steadfast in faith and 
figure out how to stay together in a way 
that allows for and embraces our con-
victions and differences. By God’s grace, 
and with humility, we can do this! Not 
for our personal sake but for the sake  
of the Kingdom of God and our United 
Methodist mission and witness. This is  
a holy and sacred work.  It’s all of our 
work to do ... all of our commitments  
to make. 
   “You are one body and one spirit, just 
as God also called you in one hope. 
There is one Lord, one faith, one bap-
tism, and one God and Father of all, 
who is over all, through all, and in all.” 
Our intentional work together seeking a 
Way Forward began in the Spring of 
2017 when I formed an a Way Forward 
task force.  The group of laity and clergy 
designed a conference-wide plan that 
created a safe and non-threatening    

environment where participants gath-
ered together for worship, shared-
learning, and facilitated small group  
conversation.  Hundreds of laity and 
clergy attended the sessions held across 
the East Ohio Conference between  
September 2017 and March 2018.     
Attendees at each session discussed the 
following questions: 

• In our diverse and global existence, 
what is the shared mission/purpose 
of the Church? 

• Is there a proactive way for us to 
live together in our differences that 
doesn’t presume that we will resolve 
our differences?  What would it be? 

• What might be a form of unity that 
would empower us living together? 

• What is our witness and what can 
be our witness to the world in rela-
tion to our differences? 

   Our work together continued as all 
laity and clergy were invited to join in 
ongoing prayer for the work of the 
Commission on a Way Forward and the 
conversations that are taking place 
across the world-wide United Methodist 
Church. 
   Our faithful work still continues as all 
laity and clergy make the commitment 
to: 

• Read the full report of the Commis-
sion on a Way Forward, which in-
cludes The One Church Plan 
(recommended by the Council of 
Bishops); The Connectional Church 
Plan; and The Traditional Plan. 

• Participate in one of the planned a 
Way Forward listening sessions 
where you can receive accurate in-
formation about all three plans and 
share your dreams, hopes and con-
cerns regarding them with the East 
Ohio Conference delegation. 

• Read the Mission, Vision and Scope 
document which provides the 
framework that informed all of the 
work of the Commission on a Way 
Forward and the recommendation 
from the Council of Bishops. 

The Council of Bishops recommends 
The One Church Plan because this plan 
best maximizes the presence of the 
United Methodist witness and encour-

ages a generous unity by giving United 
Methodists the ability to address differ-
ent missional contexts in ways that re-
flect their theological convictions while 
retaining the connectional nature of The 
United Methodist Church and fulfilling 
the vision of a global and multicultural 
church. The One Church Plan removes 
the restrictive language from The Book of 
Discipline and adds assurances to pastors 
and Conferences who due to their theo-
logical convictions cannot perform 
same-sex weddings or ordain self-
avowed practicing homosexuals. 
   As we engage in these necessary con-
versations to find a Way Forward that 
will maintain the unity of the Church 
and multiply our witness in the world, 
let us remember to keep our eye on the 
public mission of the church … to go 
into all the world “to make disciples of 
Jesus Christ for the transformation of 
the world”… by sharing the love of 
Christ, proclaiming the Gospel of Good 
News, binding up the broken hearted, 
feeding the poor, and liberating the op-
pressed. 
   Please visit the Conference website to: 
read the Final Report from the Commis-
sion on a Way Forward; read the Mis-
sion, Vision, Scope document; and reg-
ister to attend a listening post with the 
EOC delegation. 
   May God’s peace and wisdom abide 
with you and may your hearts and minds 
be open to God’s new possibilities!   
   “I ask that he will strengthen you in your 
inner selves from the riches of his glory through 
the Spirit. I ask that Christ will live in your 
hearts through faith. As a result of having 
strong roots in love, I ask that you’ll have the 
power to grasp love’s width and length, height 
and depth, together with all believers. I ask that 
you’ll know the love of Christ that is beyond 
knowledge so that you will be filled entirely with 
the fullness of God. Glory to God, who is able 
to do far beyond all that we could ask or imag-
ine by his power at work within us; glory to 
him in the church and in Christ Jesus for all 
generations, forever and always. Amen.”     - 
Ephesians 3:16-21 (CEB) 
 

For more information, see the GC19 

Plan Summary chart, attached to this      
newsletter.  
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DISASTER RESPONSE UPDATE 
 

The United Methodist Committee on 
Relief (UMCOR) is working with dis-
aster coordinators and Early Response 
Teams (ERT) in annual conferences to 
assist local churches in responding to 
hurricanes and ongoing situations in the 
United States and around the world.  
    
Here are some ways you can help: 
    Donate online by visiting 
www.umcor.org and clicking on the 
Donate button 
    Consider making a contribution to 
the following:  Fund EOC 1327 – US 
Disaster Response  (Use the check’s memo 
line to donate for a specific storm) 
   Fund EOC 9046 – EOC UM        
Volunteers in Mission (UMVIM)  
Advance 901375 – North Central     
Jurisdiction (NCJ) UMVIM 
Advance 982450 – UMCOR Inter-
national Disaster Response  
  Consult your district response coor-
dinator to explore ideas on other ways 
to  help.  
   Our MV District Disaster Response 
Team Leader is:  Judy Milks, 
jjmilks@gmail.com or 330-550-2723. 

Thomas Merton, Spiritual Formation 
Event at Baldwin Wallace 
 

    A spiritual retreat day honoring the 
legacy of Thomas Merton, one of the 
most revered spiritual figures/writers of 
the 20th century, will be held on Satur-
day, November 17th. This free event, “A 
Day with Thomas Merton and Friends”, 
including four presentations and lunch, 
is sponsored by Baldwin-Wallace Uni-
versity and the Cleveland Chapter of the 
International Thomas Merton Society. 
The event is 9 am – 3 pm at the Center 
for Innovation and Growth on the B-W 
campus, 340 Front Street, Berea.  
Registration and a listing of the day’s 
sessions can be viewed at 
www.mertonandfriends.com. 
 
 
 
 
    
Christian Youth and Young Adult 
Summit  
 

   November 15, 11 a.m. - 3 p.m. at 
Ohio Wesleyan University.  Contact the 
Chaplain’s office (mmjeffri@owu.edu) 
for more information.  

          IT’S DINNER TIME 
 

Chicken Dinners to Go - Thurs.   
Nov. 1, 4:00 until sold out at Poland 
UMC, 1940 Boardman-Poland Rd.  
 

Drive by Turkey Dinners - Thurs. 
Nov. 1, , 4:00 until sold out at Western 
Reserve UMC, 4580 Canfield Rd.   
 

Swiss Steak Dinner - Sat., Nov. 3, 4-
6:00 p.m. at Vienna UMC, 4265 Warren 
Sharon Rd., Vienna 
 

Drive Thru Chicken Dinner - Thurs. 
Nov. 8, 3:30 until sold out at Calvary 
UMC, 12062 South Ave.,  North Lima. 
 

Free Pancake, Sausage & Egg  
Breakfast - Sat. Nov. 10, 9-11:30 at 
Smith Corners UMC, 3000 S. Canfield 
Niles Rd., Austintown and  Free Supper 
at the Corner - Thurs. Nov. 15 4:30-
6:00 at Smith Corners. 
 

Spaghetti Dinner - Sat., Nov. 17, 4-7 
(take-outs at 3:30) at Brookfield UMC, 
6951 Grove St., Brookfield.   
 

 
 
 
 
Et Cetera . . .  
      
Craft & Vendor Bash - Sat., Nov. 10,  
10 - 3 at Brookfield  UMC, 6951 Grove 
St., Brookfield.   
 

OFFICE MANAGER POSITION 

 

Salem First UMC 

 Part-time - 28 Hours per week.  

Contact Jim Beardsley at  330-446-

0009 or Pastor George at 330-337-

9531 for more info. 

 

UMC #GIVINGTUESDAY IS COMING!  

We hope you will join United Methodists around the world to support Global 
Ministries missionaries and Advance projects on UMC #GivingTuesday       
November 27, 2018. One hundred percent of your gifts made online through 
The Advance go to the missionary or project of your choice. In 2017, more 
than 3,350 people from 15 countries gave gifts of more than $677,398 toward  
missionary support, mission projects, and disaster relief. This was truly a global 
effort. Now is a great time to start thinking about how you want to connect your 
passion to God's mission. Visit www.umcmission.org to learn more about        

missionaries and projects. Your gift on UMC #GivingTuesday will help bring 
hope, love and healing around the world on November 27!  


