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   Things Laypeople Have Learned About Being Church During the Pandemic 

 

   The following reflections were shared by church members during their annual SPRC 
consultation with the district superintendent, in response to the question, “What have 
you learned about being church during the pandemic?” 

   The “Reaching New People” workshop prepared us to be flexible and adapt. 

Our pastor’s leadership helped us try new things and be adaptable.  We worshipped 
outdoors, we worshipped online, and we’re still together. 

   Regardless of age, we can all step up to plate and meet needs.  It is making us all better Christians. 

   We are reaching more people online! 

   We can do new things!  …  We can implement quickly. 

   Worship is vital.  Community is so vital that I got my own paid Zoom account and taught our seniors how 
to use it. 

   Human contact is what we miss the most. 

   The church really isn’t the building.  The church really is the people! 

   We actually had more contact with each other over Zoom. 

   More people took the opportunity to connect through small groups over Zoom so we saw lots of deeper 
spiritual growth.  Now we’re seeing those people step up their in-person participation. 

   We can be flexible; it’s not about just being able to worship in a particular manner.  The opportunity to 
share faith with our family has deepened it to a new level.  Virtual services are really a helpful blessing. 

   Each team was given responsibility for figuring out what they could do within the limits. 

   Leadership that is proactive about safety and online worship, as well as  having compassion and understand-
ing about varying comfort levels, says a lot about character. 

 

   From the DS:  Keep learning, keep up the good work, keep   
the faith, and keep your masks up! 

 
Rev. Abby 
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November Clergy Birthdays 
 

17 Rick Oaks             District Associate  
20 Hyun-Suk Kim 
       Korean/Coalburg/Hubbard 

 
   Reminder:  any clergy anticipating      
retirement in 2021 must notify Bishop 
Malone by December 1 and prior to 
sharing the news with anyone else.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Newsletter Deadline 

   

The deadline for submissions to         
the combined  

DECEMBER 2020/JANUARY 2021 
edition of      

The Mahoning Valley Messenger  is 
Wednesday, Nov. 18. 

Please be sure to notify us  
if/when you resume  

fundraisers, dinners, etc.  
 

Retiree Breakfast 
 

  District Retirees will not meet for   
fellowship until November 18 at the 

earliest.  Watch your email                           
for more information. 

 Additional information is available  
at www.eocumc.com 

in the November/December  
edition of The Window.  
 
 

Pandemic Precautions 
 

   THANK YOU for following the con-
ference’s guidelines so faithfully!  Please 
remember we expect our churches to: 
-follow the directives of government 
and public health officials 
-pull back and expand gatherings and 
activities according to local risk levels 
-be compassionate towards those who 
are especially vulnerable and 
stressed.  This could include the pastor 
offering elements of worship remotely 
even if some of the congregation     
gathers indoors. 
 
   Gov. DeWine made the following 
pleas on Oct. 27, 2020, all of which   
apply to churches: 
1. Reconsider hosting or attending 
gatherings of any size 
2. Think about cancelling events 
3. Wear masks inside & out, properly 
4. Stay home if not well 
5. Cooperate with local public health 
officials 
6. Work remotely from home when 
you can, and grant permission to do so 
if you are an employer 
7. Ask employees [and church mem-
bers] to take personal precautions inside 
& outside work [and church] Retailers 
[and churches] require masks 
 
A blessing from the DS:  Keep the faith, 
keep up the good work, and keep your 
mask up! 

Grants Under Consideration 
 

   Pastors - watch your email for news  
of possible grant availability.  The     

Mahoning Valley District Union is stud-
ying options for helping local churches 

financially with ministry expenses related 
to Covid-19.  Stay tuned. 

 

We expect 2021 Final Apportion-
ments Statements to be sent out in 

mid-November.  2021 Budgets  
are due in the District Office by  

December 1 
 

Paperwork Reminder 
If your church has completed its charge 
conference, either via a paired confer-
ence or with a visiting elder and you 
have not yet sent a complete set of 

signed  forms to the District Office, 
please do so immediately! 

 

Early Response Team (ERT)    
 Training – November 7 
   The East Ohio Disaster Response 
committee is hosting a UMCOR Early 
Response Team (ERT) training on Sat., 
Nov. 7 from 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. at 
Marion Salem UMC in Caledonia. The 
class will be led by UMCOR-certified 
trainer Michael Woodward. Participants 
will learn best practices for responding 
to disaster situations and can receive 
UMCOR certification upon successful 
completion of the training session and a 
background check.  Learn more and 
register at www.eocumc.com. 

Please Keep in your prayers:    
 

   Revs. Russ and Kathryn Adams, both 
recovering from illness, and Rev. Steve 
Rice, recovering from a hand injury. 
   Please pray for our retirees, and every-
one affected in any way by the Corona-
virus Pandemic., physically, emotionally, 
or financially. 
 

With the DS in November 
 

3 Charge Conferences 
4 Charge Conferences 
8     Charge Conferences 
10-12   Cabinet 
16   Zoom Meeting 
17   Charge Conferences 
18 Superintendency Committee 
26 Thanksgiving  
 

The office will close at noon on    
Nov. 25 and remain closed until 

Monday, Nov. 30.   
 
 
 

 

Kathy is still working at home on 
occasion so if you need to contact 

the office, please e-mail us at        
office@mvdistumc.org.     

If you need to drop-off something    
or conduct business at the office, 

please call first 
to make sure we’re open. 

Thank you! 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

THE MAHONING VALLEY DROP-OFF SITE IS BOARDMAN UMC, 6809 MARKET ST., YOUNGSTOWN, 44512.   

Drop-off is Nov. 30-Dec. 4, 9 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.   Items may be brought to the Fellowship Hall. 

Call 330-758-4527 or email: boardmanmethodist@sbcglobal.net with questions or to confirm drop-off information.  



Financially Support Your Church, Your Neighbors, and 
The UMC During the Pandemic 
 

   While most of us continue to worship virtually, it’s im-
portant to remain faithful in giving our tithes and offerings  
to support our local church and the ministries of The United 
Methodist Church.  
   You might also consider making a contribution to the 
following:    
•     Fund EOC 1327 – US Disaster Response (Use the check’s 
memo line to donate for a specific storm)  
· Fund EOC 9046 – EOC UM Volunteers in Mission 
(UMVIM) Advance 901375 – North Central Jurisdiction 
(NCJ) UMVIM.  Donate online by visiting www.umcor 
.org and clicking on the Donate button. 
•         Fund EOC 9172 - Copeland Oaks Care Fund, Sebring.  
This Advance Special is an on-going program that provides 
financial assistance to aging folks in our care who can no 
longer afford to pay for housing, meals, prescriptions and 
healthcare needs.  
 

Teach • Reach • Bless 
 
   In January we began the public phase of the East Ohio 
Conference Teach • Reach • Bless campaign to raise and col-
lect $1.5 million to build and furnish a new dorm for female 
students on the campus of Africa University. The dorm will 
enable more female students to live on campus, meaning they 
will not need to find off-campus housing and commute to 
class – situations that make them vulnerable to untenable 
situations. 
   On Saturation Sunday, November 15 pastors, congrega-
tions and faith communities of the East Ohio Conference are 
asked to share the story of Africa University and the positive 
impact the Teach • Reach • Bless campaign will have on the 
lives of female AU students. Worship resources for Satura-
tion Sunday have been created by East Ohio Conference cler-
gy and lay leadership and by the Africa University Develop-
ment office. Please note that you do not need internet access 
in your church sanctuary to utilize the resources. 
   Pastors & Leadership:  Please see your email and the    
Nov. 2 edition of E-News for a link to more information.   

 

It’s Dinner Time, etc. 
 

Drive-Thru Turkey Dinner  - Thursday, Nov. 5, 4:00 until 
sold out at Western Reserve UMC, 4580 Canfield Rd., Can-
field.  
 

Drive-Thru Turkey Dinner - Sat. Nov. 7, 4-6 p.m.. at New 
Hope UMC, 20 Fairview Ave., Niles.  Pre-Sale only, call the 
church 330-652-3409 or Barbara Beach 330-782-5950 for 
tickets.   
 

Drive Thru Swiss Steak Dinner - Sat., Nov. 7, 4-6:00 at 
Vienna UMC., 4265 Warren-Sharon Rd., Vienna. 
 

Spaghetti Dinner -  Brookfield UMC is having a Drive-Thru 
spaghetti dinner Nov. 21,4:00 pm till 6:30 pm or until sold 
out (don’t wait too long!).  Brookfield UMC is located at 6951 
Grove St., Brookfield.   
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Youngstown, OH  44511 
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�——————————————————————————————————————————————————————–————

Many dinners and other fund-raisers have been         
suspended for the duration of the health emergency. 
Please keep your favorite dinners and fund raising  

projects in mind as they’re going to need your support  
once the crisis is over.   However, if you have resumed 
a fund raising event or community activity and would 

like to have it listed, we’d be glad to do so.  
Please keep in mind that the next newsletter will be a 

combined December/January edition and submit  
notices accordingly.  


