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  “He did not wait till the world was ready”. 
 

   That line from Madeleine L’Engle’s poem First Coming has been dancing through my head like  
a leaf on the wind after many of my fall Pastor Parish Relations Committee (PPRC) consultations 
this fall.  Some churches are terribly worried about who has not come back, if they will come 
back, when they will come back, what they might be able to do to get them to come back.  Not 
“worried” in a “let’s talk to them and find out” way, nor a “let’s look at the indicators of when it 
might be safer and make plans for then” way, but rather “if they didn’t make the same decision  
as me does that mean they don’t like us any more” way and “we can’t make any plans until all of 
this is over and what if no one gets out of their pajamas any more by then” way.  Some churches, 

PPRCs, and individuals are understandably caught up in grief for what their church was and fear that not only will it 
never be that again (and it won’t!), but also despair that there is nothing for their church to look  forward to. 
 

   With the angels of the Bible, I say, “Fear not!” and “Good News!” 

   With Madeleine L’Engle, I say, “he came when the Heavens were unsteady.” 

   The world was terribly unsteady for people like Jesus’ family.  The Herods were guilty of such crimes against humanity 
that there was a saying attributed to Augustus, “Better to be Herod’s pig than his son!”  The emperor could order a nine
-months-pregnant woman to make an arduous journey without giving a single thought or care that his census would 
have that effect—among other things he could order on a whim.  The religious leaders sold out a whole village of     
babies.  Think of life without an understanding of germs, let alone all the ways we have to deal with them! 
   The “unsteady” world part is not the Good News.  Don’t we know that?!  No, the Good News is the “he came” part.  
“He came when the Heavens were unsteady” is the truly Good News part.  Jesus didn’t wait until all the Jewish people were 
following all of the Law perfectly.  He didn’t wait until they had driven out the Romans so the palace and the throne 
were empty.  Jesus didn’t wait until the rabbis figured out that the Messiah would not be a military general.  “He did not 
wait till the world was ready.”  He just came, “and pitched his tent among us.” (John 1:14) 

   Fear not, because Jesus is not waiting for the pandemic to be over to come back to your church.  He will come to 
however many are gathered IRL (in real life).  He will come to the guest who shows up to your service for the first time, 
who doesn’t know what used to be, but who came seeking Christ and has shown up for who and what are here now.  
Jesus will come to those who tune in from the parking lot or their device.  Yes, perhaps they are sipping coffee in their 
pajamas—perhaps they are exhausted and afraid and have come seeking hope and connection to a community in Christ.  
Good news, Jesus will come to those who haven’t felt safe enough to come back and don’t have internet, too.  (Hint:   
he especially comes when you—yes, you—call, write, or visit with precautions!) 

   The world will continue to be unsteady.  But Christ will continue to be God-with-us.  This sick, scared, despairing, and 
hostile world is desperate for the peace, love, hope, and joy of Christ.  It can’t wait!  Christ isn’t waiting!  As L’Engle’s 
poem closes, 

“We cannot wait till the world is sane 
to raise our songs with joyful voice, 
for to share our grief, to touch our pain, 
He came with Love: Rejoice! Rejoice!” 

   It might be time to start the Christmas carols early this year.  I did. 
 

Rev. Abby 
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November Clergy Birthdays 
  
  There are no district clergy birthdays 
listed in November.  If we have missed 
someone, please let us know.  If we have 
your birthday listed incorrectly (for any 
month) please let us know that too.  

 
ATTENTION CLERGY: 
 

   All potential 2022 retirees must no-
tify Bishop Malone and Rev. Auman 
by December 1.  Please do not an-
nounce your pending retirement to your 
congregation, Facebook or  other social 
media accounts until you have notified 
both Bishop Malone and Rev. Auman.  

 
 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 
 

The deadline for submissions                    
to the combined December 2021/

January 2022 edition of      
The Mahoning Valley Messenger              

is Wednesday, November 17. 
Please be sure to notify us if/when you 

resume fundraisers, dinners, etc.  
 

Retiree Breakfast 
 

Wed. Nov 17, 9:00 a.m. at 
Eat ‘N Park,  5451 Mahoning Ave. 

Austintown 
  

 

Midwest Mission Christmas         
Collection – Nov. 29-Dec. 
 

      The Mahoning Valley District    
collection site will be at  Boardman 
UMC 6809   Market St, Youngstown, 
OH 44512. You can contact them by 
calling 330.758.4527 or office 
@boardman   methodist.org  
   Drop off dates are Nov 29-Dec 3, 
9:00am-2:00pm. Enter from the main 
parking lot, take to Fellowship Hall up   
the stairs, and to the right (follow the  
signs posted).  
 
 

Please Keep in Your Prayers:    
 

   All those suffering from COVID-19     
in different ways; and DeWayne Smith 
and Lizzie Weed for medical recovery 
 Please also pray for all pastors and 
churches during this season of transi-
tion. 
 

HealthFlex Benefits Enrollment 
Nov. 3 – Nov. 18 
 

   Attention all Clergy and Lay employ-
ees covered by Wespath Benefits.  The 
enrollment window for HealthFlex 2022 
benefits opens Wed., Nov. 3 and closes 
Thurs., Nov. 18.  Enrollment resources 
can be found on participants’ personal 
Wespath Benefits Access account and 
on the Health Benefits page of the   
Conference website. 
   HealthFlex is more than a health    
insurance plan. It’s a comprehensive 
approach to healthier living – an inte-
grated, wellness-driven health program 
offered through Wespath Benefits & 
Investments, a general agency of The 
United Methodist Church. Pastors    
appointed at 75% time or more are    
eligible for HealthFlex benefits, as are 
lay employees of local churches and  
district offices who work at least 30 
hours per week. To sponsor HealthFlex 
for lay employees a HealthFlex sub-
adoption agreement must be completed 
by the employer. 
    
   Advent Begins 
    November 28 
 
 

COVID-19 Updates 
   As of this writing on Nov. 3, 2021, we 
have reason for optimism heading into 
the holidays!  New cases in the Mahon-
ing Valley continue to decline from the 
peak of the delta variant surge.  Vaccines 
may be available within a week for the 
28 million children ages 5-11.  More 
testing and treatment are available.  We 
learn more about COVID-19 every day.  
Churches may reasonably loosen some 
of their precautions if positive trends 
continue and if most of their congrega-
tion is vaccinated. 
   However!  This coronavirus remains 
very dangerous for the unvaccinated.  
There is no way to know in advance 
who will recover from a mild cold and 
who will end up on a ventilator.  We 
cannot predict who will be no worse for 
the wear a few weeks later and who will 
have to try to apply for disability be-
cause long-haul COVID-19 prevents 
them from working.  Children will not 
enjoy full protection from the vaccines 
until two weeks after their second shot 
(which is likely a total of five weeks 
from the first shot).   
   Therefore: continued precautions are 
in order, especially if some in the con-
gregation are not vaccinated, if many in 
the congregation are elderly, if there is 
poor ventilation in the spaces where 
people gather, and/or if the room will 
be crowded.  Always look for ways to 
reduce risk, like opening windows and 
doors, running the fan system, continu-
ing masks in the children’s ministry, etc. 
The district office will continue to re-

quire masks.  We provide some just in-
side the door. 
  We are all exhausted by the pandemic 
in so many ways.  Let’s all do our best to 
approach each other with compassion 
and gentleness even when we do not 
understand, after the example of Christ. 
 

With the DS in November  
1 Clergy Consults 
2-3 Cabinet 
4            Jurisdictional Conference    
             prep/Webinar 
9  SPRC Consult 
10-11 Jurisdictional Conference 
14  Charge Conferences @ 2,4, & 6 
16 Prayer Mtg./Charge Conf. 
18  Cabinet via Zoom 
20  Charge Conferences 
25-26 Office closed for Thanksgiving  
30  SPRC Consults 
 

REMINDER 
 

   The past 20 months or so have 
been difficult for all of us, and esp. 
for the clergy and lay ministers 
tasked with keeping the Good News 
before us.   
   Therefore, the MV District Union is 
offering unprecedented CLERGY   
RENEWAL GRANTS to partner in 
the work of restoring clergy souls so  
that they may again offer Good News to 
other thirsty souls.    Each actively serv-
ing clergyperson and lay pulpit supply 
person is eligible for a $300 reimburse-
ment grant to be used for a spiritual  
renewal retreat by January 31, 2022.   
   Clergy:  Don’t forget to take advan-
tage of this opportunity for renewal.  



 

Oct. 18: Update from Bishop Tracy S. 
Malone About Boy Scouts of America 
& The UMC 
 

   Many of our United Methodist churches 
will receive a package in the mail from the 
Boy Scouts of America (BSA) bankruptcy 
case. The Disclosure Statement Package is 
being sent to all chartered organizations 
that sponsored a Boy Scouts troop. It is 
intended to summarize for chartered or-
ganizations how the BSA’s proposed plan 
of reorganization will affect the legal rights 
of chartered organizations with respect to 
Scouting-related sexual abuse claims po-
tentially connected to chartered organiza-
tions. The Package will include: 
· a “plan language” summary of the  

Disclosure Statement for chartered 
organizations. 

· an “opt out” form relating to options 
all chartered organizations have as to 
how sexual abuse claims against each 
chartered organization will be dealt 
with. THIS SHOULD NOT BE 
FILLED OUT BY A LOCAL 
CHURCH UNDER ANY CIR-
CUMSTANCE (more information 
on this will be provided in the next  

      two weeks); and a ballot for casting a  
  

 

vote for or against the plan (only local 
churches that timely filed a “proof of 
claim” with the bankruptcy court will re-
ceive a ballot, other chartered organiza-
tions will only receive the rest of the Pack-
age). THIS SHOULD NOT BE 
FILLED OUT AT THIS TIME (more 
information on this will be provided in 
the next two weeks).    
   To read the Bishops’ letter in its entirety, 
go to www.eocumc.com.   
 
Conference staff contact 

   The Connectional Ministries Staff of our 
annual conference are making renewed 
efforts to connect with local churches as 
we all seek to figure out what ministry 
looks like now.  Director of Multicultural 
Vitality Will Jones will be reaching out in 
the Mahoning Valley district—if he hasn’t 
already! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Charge Conference Forms 
 

   If you have not yet submitted your com-
pleted Charge Conference forms, please  
do so immediately —  you are LATE. 
 
Ezra Statistical Module To Be          
Replaced 
 

   The General Council on Finance &   
Administration (GCFA) will no longer use 
the Ezra Statistical Module to collect and 
report data. Information about the new 
system being developed to replace it will 
be announced once the system has been 
completed. While the reporting system 
isn’t ready for use, the type of data that  
will be reported in it remains unchanged 
from previous years. So that you will be 
ready to enter data in the new system, 
please print a blank copy of the current 
report in Ezra and manually fill in the 
2021 data. This way when the new system 
is ready, you will have all the information 
needed to complete the report in a timely 
manner in the new system.  
   Please note that the Church Dashboard 
is still active – so please enter your new 
leadership before the end of December,   
as always. 
 

 

 



IMPORTANT YOUTH MINISTRY 
DATES: 
 

Y Night and Planning - We will gather 
for a night of worship, leadership and fun 
on Friday, January 14 at the YMCA of 
Youngstown.  If you, or a member or your 
youth group are interested in the planning 
of this event, please call or text Stefanie 
Williams at 330-774-1139 or email 
youth@canfieldumc.org.   Our first plan-
ning meeting will take place Sat., Nov. 13 
at 2 p.m.  Location TBD. 
   Youth Leaders 24-hour Retreat 
Please mark your calendar for Jan. 21-22. 
We will have a 24-hour retreat at the  
Embassy Suites in North Canton.  
   Our theme will be "Relentless" and we 
will focus on prayer. Plan on participating 
as a Sabbath retreat as we spend time in 
prayer and practicing different types of 
prayer.   The Bishop will also be with us 
for a time. More info will be coming soon! 
Confirmation Retreats are happening in 
February. Camp Asbury will be Feb. 4-6 
and Camp Wanake will be Feb. 25-27.      
  The focus at both will be around Meth-
odist history. Please plan on bringing your 
group for a great weekend to learn togeth-
er with other UM Confirmands.  
Camp Asbury Regional Retreat – Youth 
and their leaders will gather at camp As-
bury on March 4 - 6 to work on mission 
and faith development. Youth leaders, 
there is no planning on your part once you 
get to the retreat.   We just ask that you 
come and participate throughout the 
weekend!   
   Ohio Youth Annual Conference will 
be held June 17-19 at Walsh Universi-
ty in North Canton. This is a bit of a 
change as was previously announced due 
to a change in Annual Conference dates.     
   We are in the process of securing great 

talent for this event. So, be sure to put it 
on your calendar. Registration will begin 
early in January. All housing and food will 
be accommodated right on campus. So, 
there will be very little planning needed on 
your part. Get your teens pumped for 
this!  

 

Jurisdictional Conference  
   Call for Daily Prayer – Nov. 1 – 11 
   The Mission Council of the North Cen-
tral Jurisdiction is calling on all United 
Methodists in the jurisdiction to prayerful-
ly support the November 10-11 virtual 
NCJ Jurisdictional Conference. Beginning 
November 1 and each day until November 
11 pause at 10:11 a.m. and pray the follow-
ing prayer based on Psalm 22:21: 
Long Prayer: “For all to get along well 
with God and be at peace; that something 
good will come to your people, Almighty 
God; we pray for the guidance and fire of 
your Holy Spirit to be with everyone at the 
2021 Special North Central Jurisdictional 
Conference. May the Holy Spirit fill the 
hearts and minds of leaders and delegates 
with wisdom and peace that work towards 
all that you want carried out at this time. 
Let us remember to give all glory and hon-
or to our Savior Jesus Christ, in whose 
name we pray, Amen. 
Short Prayer: “For all to get along well 
with God and be at peace, Almighty God, 
we pray for the guidance and fire of your 
Holy Spirit to be with everyone at the 
2021 Special NCJ Conference. In Jesus 
Christ’s name. Amen” 

 
HELP WANTED 

   Western Reserve UMC is looking for a 
Praise Team leader for their contemporary 
service.  Contact the church office at 
wrchurch99@aol.com or Diane Price at 
ddprice@zoominternet.net for info. 

It’s Dinner Time, etc. 
 

Chicken Dinners to Go - Thurs. Nov. 4 
4:00 until sold out at Poland UMC, 1940 
Bdmn-Poland Rd. (Rt. 224). 
 

Turkey Dinner - Western Reserve UMC 
is having a drive-thru dinner on Thurs,  
Nov. 4 from 4:00 until sold out at 4580 
Canfield Rd., (Rt 62), Canfield.  
 

Swiss Steak Dinner - Sat., Nov. 6, 4-6:00  
at Vienna UMC (Drive thru only).  Vienna 
UMC is located at 4265 Warren-Sharon 
Rd. Vienna. 
 

Soup Luncheon - Nov. 12, 11-1:00 at 
Negley UMC, 50865 Richardson Ave., 
Negley  44441.  Free/by donation.  
 

Breakfast - Sat. Nov. 13, 8:30-11 at Smith 
Corners UMC.,  3000 S. Canfield-Niles 
Rd., Youngstown.  Free/by donation.  
 

Drive-Thru Dinners - Thurs. Nov. 18,     
5-7 p.m. at West Austintown UMC, 6749 
Mahoning Ave., Austintown.  Free/by  
donation. 
 

Breakfast - Sat., Nov. 20, 7-10:30 a.m. at 
Damascus UMC, 300 Valley Rd., Salem. 

 

Chili Sale - Sat. Nov. 20, 10:00 a.m. until 
sold out at Ohltown UMC, 2001 Ohltown 
Rd., Mineral Ridge.   
 

Spaghetti Dinner—Sat. Nov. 20, 4-6 
p.m. or until sold out at Brookfield UMC   
6951 Grove. St., Brookfield. 
 
 
 

 
 

   HELP WANTED 
   West Austintown UMC is looking for a 
pianist for Sunday mornings & other wor-
ship service.  Please email your resume to 
westaustintownfumc@gmail.com.   

Mahoning Valley District 
The United Methodist  Church 
PO Box 11260 
Youngstown, OH  44511 
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