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  Be Kind 
 
   The teacher’s face expressed the relief that finally, someone had taken the time to 
really SEE her and understand her.  “Thank you for saying that!  As soon as people 
find out I’m a teacher, they just start telling me their opinion of what schools should 
do and most of them really have NO IDEA what it’s like and what we’re working  
with.  It’s going to be so hard!  So thank you for saying that!” 
   What had I said to this teacher?  “How are you feeling about back to school?     
There are no good options for schools or teachers or families.” 
****** 

   The drugstore cashier’s face expressed the relief that finally, someone had taken the time to really SEE her 
and understand her.  But then it changed, and her eyes said it all as she said, “Some people are like you, but 
some people yell at us like all this is our fault.  They get really nasty—as if we have a choice in any of this!  I 
just don’t want to get sick.” 
   What had I said to this cashier?  “Have you been working all through this?  Oh, thank you so much!  I hope 
people are being kind about the masks and everything else.” 
****** 
The Target employee’s face expressed the relief that finally, someone had taken the time to really SEE her  
and understand her.  “Thank you for caring.  My husband is Black, so our family is biracial, and I just get so 
worried about them and especially him.  People just don’t understand what it’s like to worry so much all the 
time!” 
   What had I said to this Target Drive-Up employee?  I asked her if she wanted a Black Lives Matter face 
mask when she asked where I’d gotten mine—so I gave her one and invited her to events at our churches.  
***** 
Matthew 9:35-38 
35 Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and proclaiming the good 
news of the kingdom, and curing every disease and every sickness. 36 When he saw the crowds, he had      
compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 37 Then he    
said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; 38 therefore ask the Lord of the        
harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.” 
***** 
Everyone feels harassed and helpless right now. 
See people like Jesus did and does. 
Have compassion. 
Be kind. 
Love. 
 
Rev Abby 
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September Clergy, etc.  Birthdays 
 

1    Insook Do                           Palmyra 
5 Jeff Harrison         West Austintown 
14 Tom Scott  
             Winona & New Garden 
22   Kathy Kramer          District Office 
23 Cyndi Midlick                                 

 Columbiana/Leetonia/Robbins 
27   Kathryn Adams              Lowellville 
27 Jeff Pellin                Good Shepherd 
29  Steve Sullivan                          Salem 

 

 
 

Newsletter Deadline 
   

The deadline for submissions to the  
OCTOBER edition of      

The Mahoning Valley Messenger  
is Wednesday, Sept. 23. 
Please be sure to notify us  

if/when you resume  
fundraisers, dinners, etc.  

 

Retiree Breakfast 
 

  District Retirees will not meet for   
fellowship until October 28  

at the earliest 
Watch this space for more                 

information. 
  

Annual Conference to Meet Virtually 
Sept. 26-27 for AC 2020  

   Out of an abundance of care for all 
members of Annual Conference, Bishop 
Tracy S. Malone, after prayerful discern-
ment and in consultation with the     
Extended Cabinet, leadership of the 
Board of Ministry, and the Annual  
Conference secretary, has made the   
decision that Annual Conference 2020, 
and the Clergy Executive Session that 
precedes it, will be conducted virtually 
on the previously announced dates of 
September 25-27. For more info. go to: 
https://eocumcnews.com/2020/06/04
/eoc-annual-conference-members-to-
meet-virtually-september-26-27-for-ac-
2020/  

Please keep in your prayers:    
 

   Prayer concerns:  Kathy Barton 
(Elkton) recovering from kidney     
transplant; the many people having to 
make emotional adjustments to their 
annual conference milestone being    
virtual or otherwise different; churches 
and pastors in transition. 
   Please pray for our retirees, many      
of whom are facing medical issues and  
everyone affected in any way by the 
Coronavirus Pandemic., physically,  
emotionally, or financially. 
 
Attention Clergy Contemplating   
Retirement:   

   Due to the COVID-19 pandemic,   
the annual Board of Benefits-hosted 
financial/benefits seminar normally  
held in September has been cancelled. 
Please note that those considering     
retirement  in 2021 or 2022 can e-mail 
Benefits Manager Betsy Stewart to    
arrange a personal pre-planning retire-
ment consultation by conference call, 
Zoom, or  in an agreed upon meeting 
space with proper social distancing.  
   If  you have questions, You can         
email Betsy at:  betsy@eocumc.com. 
 
   Reminder:  any clergy anticipating      
retirement in 2021 must notify Bishop 
Malone by December 1 and prior to 
sharing the news with anyone else.  
 
 

With the DS in September 
 

1 Clergy Consults 
2 UMHEF 
3 Clergy Consults 
8    Clergy Consults 
9 Clergy Consults 
10 Clergy Consults 
13   SPR Consult 
14   Clergy Consults 
15 Clergy Consults / SPR Consults 
16 DCOM / Clergy Consults / SPR 

Consults 
17 Zoom mtg. 
20 SPR Consults 
21 Clergy Consults 
22 SPR Consults 
23 Clergy Consults / SPR Consults 
24 Clergy Executive Session 
25-26   Annual Conference  
20-Oct. 1    Cabinet 

 

Kathy is still working at home part  
of the time, so if you need to contact 

the office, please e-mail us at 
office@mvdistumc.org.      

 
ATTENTION PASTORS &  
  YOUTH LEADERS: 
 

   Applications are currently being     
accepted for Mahoning  Valley District 
Youth Council.  If you have a youth 
who you feel would benefit from leader-
ship opportunities please contact  
Stefanie Williams via email at 
youth@canfieldumc.org . Deadline for 
returned applications will be Sept. 16. 

 Important Notes Re:  2021 Shared 
Ministry Apportionment Figures 

 

   In a typical year, preliminary appor-
tionment figures for the next year are 
sent out in July. The preliminary appor-
tionment figure for next year (2021) is 
calculated using data in the Local 
Church Report from the year just     
ended (2019). Final apportionments   
are typically mailed to treasurers and 
pastors by mid-October. 
   This year has been anything but typical.  
Please make a note of the following changes    
to the apportionment timeline: 
   Because the vote approving the 2021 
East Ohio Conference budget will not 
take place until Sat., Sept. 26, when   
Annual Conference meets virtually,        
preliminary apportionment figures will 
not be processed and mailed until     
mid-October, at the earliest. 
   Church pastors and treasurers will 
have a much shorter time frame than 
they have had in prior years to review 
preliminary apportionments and, if 
needed, to request corrections.  
   The final 2021 apportionments will  
be mailed at the end of October or    
early in November. 
   Pastors, treasurers and others with 
finance responsibility are encouraged   
to review their 2019 Local Church    
Reports now to ensure that no changes 
to them are needed. This will help to 
ensure that 2021 apportionments can  
be processed and mailed out in as     
orderly a fashion as possible. 



SPRC Consult Reminder 
 

   Remember that LCPAs, CMAs, and 
LCPLs (if update is needed) are due to 
office@mvdistumc.org two weeks  
ahead of your meeting. 
   All required forms are available in pdf   
at www.eocumc.com on the Mahoning 
Valley District page under “Forms.”     
This can be found on the horizontal   
menu at the far left About Us tab, under 
Districts/Churches.  If you need WORD  
versions of any form, please email Kathy  
at office@mvdistumc.org.   
Pavilion meetings 
   Thank you to those churches which  
have graciously volunteered their pavilions 
for our meetings.  We will still wear masks 
and keep 6’ distance.  Folks may bring 
their own chairs if they feel more comfort-
able as it is difficult to wipe down wooden 
picnic tables effectively.  Please limit the 
number in attendance to six unless a    
larger committee has a particular need    
for all of them to come.  Fall weather in 
Ohio is dicey.  If weather or pandemic 
conditions warrant, I will convert the 
meetings to Zoom. 
Zoom meetings 
   If your folks have not used Zoom yet, 
please invite them to Google “how to use 
Zoom” as Zoom has several how-to vide-
os that are helpful.  I wish I’d kept track  
of how many people I’ve walked through 
their first Zoom call since the pandemic 
began—I’m sure it’s more than 100!    
Generally, if people can use email and a 
web browser they can use Zoom.  It does 
have a call-in option for folks who prefer 
to use their phones.  I will send the link    
to the pastor to distribute a week in      
advance—if I send them now, no one will  
be able to find them! 
   Attendance is optional for clergy unless  
I specify otherwise. 
   I appreciate everyone’s flexibility,      
patience, and care for each other.  I look  
forward to talking with you about how 
God is working at your church! 
   Rev. Abby 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   Please pay particular attention to the 

location of your consultation! 

 
 
Sunday, September 13  
@ East Fairfield Pavilion 
A.M. East Fairfield 
12:30 Elkton 
1:00  Negley 
1:30 Mt Zion/Rogers 
2:30  East Palestine Centenary/ 
 Emmanuel 
3:30 East Liverpool First 
4:30 Good Shepherd 
 

Tuesday, Sept. 15                                  
@ Smith Corners Pavilion 
6:00 West Austintown 
7:00 Boardman First 
8:00  Smith Corners 
 
Wednesday, Sept. 16                              
@ Ohltown Pavilion 
6:00 Niles First 
6:30  New Hope 
7:00 Girard First/Woodland Park/             

Bridge Team Ministry 
8:00 Ohltown 
 
Sunday, Sept. 20                                    
@ Lisbon Pavilion 
11:30 Lisbon/Highlandtown 
12:30 Lunch 
1:00 Riley’s 
1:30 Salineville 
2:30 Winona/New Garden 
3:30 Salem First 
4:30  
 
Tuesday, Sept. 22                                  
@ North Lima Calvary Pavilion 
6:00 New Springfield 
6:30  Franklin Square 
7:00 Columbiana 
8:00 New Waterford/North Lima    

Calvary 
 
 
 

 
 

Wednesday, Sept. 23                             
@ Pricetown Pavilion 
6:00 Deerfield 
6:30 Ellsworth 
7:00 Newton Falls/Pricetown 
 

Sunday, October 4 (Location TBA) 
A.M. Canfield 
1:30 Youngstown Trinity 
 
Tuesday, Oct. 6 via Zoom 
6:00 Braceville 
7:00 Palmyra 
8:00 Brookfield 
 
Wednesday, Oct. 7 via Zoom 
6:00 Bunker Hill 
7:00 Poland 
8:00 Damascus 
 
Sunday, Oct. 11                                      
@ Western Reserve Pavilion 
11:00 Lowellville 
12:00 Western Reserve 
1:00 Millcreek 
 
Tuesday, Oct. 13 via Zoom 
6:00 614 Church 
7:00 Church Hill 
8:00 Struthers 
 
Wednesday, Oct. 14 via Zoom 
6:00 Berlin Center/Sebring 
7:00 Howland  
8:00 
 
Sunday, Oct. 18                                      
@ Champion Otterbein Pavilion 
12:30 Champion Otterbein 
1:30 Warren Grace 
2:30 Vienna/Fowler 
3:30  Korean (Youngstown) 
4:00 Hubbard/Coalburg 
4:30 Tod Avenue 

   SPRC / SINGLE BOARD CONSULTS 

No Secretary Training this year! 
 

   Attention local church secretaries office managers, and volunteers:  Since most of us 
either have Zoom fatigue or don’t care to use it, we will forego the annual secretary 
training this year    To those who have attended in the past and were trained to use the 
Church Dashboard in the Ezra Database, I would like to request that you enter your 
own district leadership this year.  After all, you know your church members far better 
than I do and are well equipped with contact information, as this same information   
will be requested in the leadership section of the Charge Conference Omnibus form.    
  I will be more than happy to answer your questions and provide copies of the       
PowerPoint instructions to anyone who doesn’t have them.  We’ll miss you and our 
time together.          Kathy @ MV District 



Lay Servant News 
 

   All in-person training events have been rescheduled due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic. During this time of adaptation, 
the East Ohio Conference Committee on Lay Servant 
Ministries is temporarily extending from three years to 
four years the requirement that Lay Servants must   
complete a refresher or advanced course. This applies 
only to persons whose last course was completed in  
2017.  This extension does not change the requirement that 
every lay servant complete an annual report to their local 
church    conference.   The Annual Report form can be 
found at: https://www.eocumc.com/laity/_pdf /Lay-
SERVANT _AnnualReport.pdf  
 The Committee on Lay Servant Ministries will review the 
format and availability of courses in order to provide multi-
ple alternatives for training in our cur-rent environment,    
and BeADisciple.com continues to be an excellent resource 
for online training, as well.   
    
UM Volunteers in Mission  
 

   The five jurisdictional United Methodist Volunteers in  
Mission (UMVIM) offices have entered a new phase of     
collaboration by creating a website that includes resources 
from all five jurisdictions in one place. The new site eases   
the process for volunteers to gather resources and connect 
with the jurisdictional coordinators and each other while   
offering a way for missioners and project site directors to 
work together to better serve volunteers, whether planning  
to serve on a mission journey, wanting to learn more about 
missions, or exploring helpful resources for studying or   
sharing with others. Website: https://www.umvim.org. 
 

NCJ UMVIM Mission Academy to be Virtual Oct. 9-31 
 

The Mission Academy will be virtual in October. Current 
sessions include: In Mission Together, Theology of Mission, 
Virtual Missions, Youth and Young Adults, Preparing the 
Local Church for Disaster, UMVIM 101, Puerto Rico Up-
date, UMVIM Team Training, Environmental Racism. Addi-
tional sessions are being scheduled. Registration information 
will be available soon.  

Race at the Rock 
  

    Between now and Sept. 14 get your walking shoes on!    
Visit www.flatrockhomes.org (EVENTS) to register, and/
or donate toward the annual Dick Parks Memorial Race at  
the Rock-virtual style! 
   Rose M Darling. Church & Community Engagement        
Coordinator for Flat Rock,  330-639-5378; rdarling@ 
flatrockhomes.org 
 

Financially Support Your Church and The UMC During 
the Pandemic 
 

   While most of us continue to worship virtually, it’s im-
portant to remain faithful in giving our tithes and offerings  
to support our local church and the ministries of The United 
Methodist Church. The next scheduled special offering     
Sunday is World Communion Sunday on October 4. 
   Each local church sets the dates for two other  special of-
ferings. The offering for Golden Cross Sunday (UMC Fund 
9208) supports EOC Health   & Welfare covenant ministries. 
The DisAbility Awareness Sunday (UMC Fund 9212) offering    
supports persons with differing abilities and health concerns 
and calls the Church and society to recognize and include all 
persons.  For more info., go to the Conference website @ 
www.eocumc.com /August 24 edition of The E-News. 
 
You might also consider making a contribution to the 
following: 
· Fund EOC 1327 – US Disaster Response (Use the check’s 
memo line to donate for a specific storm)  
· Fund EOC 9046 – EOC UM Volunteers in Mission 
(UMVIM) Advance 901375 – North Central Jurisdiction 
(NCJ) UMVIM 
Donate online by visiting www.umcor.org and clicking on 
the Donate button 

Mahoning Valley District 
The United Methodist  Church 
PO Box 11260 
Youngstown, OH  44511 

Return Service Requested 

 

 

�——————————————————————————————————————————————————————–————

Most dinners and other fund-raisers have been         
suspended for the duration of the health emergency. 
Please keep your favorite dinners and fund raising  
projects in mind as they’re going to need your support  
once the crisis is over  



 


