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NonViolence Parade  
 
   “Hey, I want to invite you to this event that is really awesome but you’ve never heard of it   
before,” then-Pastor Kelsey Orosan of then-Richard Brown UMC began. “The NonViolence 
Parade is unique to the Mahoning Valley.  You can meet me at the church and then I’ll help you 
find everything.”  (Notice how she made a personal invitation and also reassured me that she’d 
help me navigate something new—two key pieces of inviting someone to a church anything!) 
 

   I’m so glad Kelsey invited me.  In all the places I’ve lived, I’ve never experienced anything like 
Mahoning Valley Sojourn to the Past’s NonViolence Parade.  I’m (broadcast) inviting all of you 
to join me this year in a collective United Methodist witness on Sunday, October 3 at 3pm. 

(Email me to sign up—details attached and at the end.) But first, I want to tell you what I love about this event. 
 

   Mostly I love that the NonViolence Parade is multi-everything drawn together to witness to a collective desire for all people to live   
in peace and plenty.  Multi-racial is immediately obvious as people begin lining up, and among those wearing the leadership 
organizing t-shirts.  To a stranger’s eye, the relationships seem genuine and respectful.  Multi-faith becomes obvious 
when the signs and banners come out and as individuals wear the signs of their faith whether they are with their reli-
gious or secular group.  One year, I asked a man wearing a yarmulke if I could walk with him from the Covelli Center   
to the lineup point so I didn’t get lost by myself.  He didn’t hesitate to say yes.  As I’ve gotten to know people and their 
personal politics better, I’ve realized that this is a very multi-political event…but that doesn’t come out during the parade 
and rally in tension.  Multiple organizations walk:  faith groups, marching bands, politicians, social service and civic groups 
and agencies, football and other sports teams, youth organizations; from Trumbull, Mahoning, and Columbiana coun-
ties.  For an hour or two, it is a foretaste to me of being “one with Christ, one with each other, and one in ministry to  
all the world; until Christ comes in his final victory and we feast at his heavenly banquet.” 
 

   The outdoor rally at the end point is always impressively well-done, and all the more so for being organized and led by 
the teenagers and young adults of Sojourn to the Past.  This year one of our own district youth is involved!  We’ve all 
been to adult-organized events where the speakers rambled or duplicated each other, people didn’t seem to know what 
was going on, and/or it lasted way too long.  Come and see for yourselves a tightly scripted yet authentic and passionate 
event communicates clear and concise messages with audience involvement.  Usually YSU President Jim Tressel speaks 
(just sayin’!), but the most impactful are those who have lived in the midst of violence and chosen a different path. 
 

   The only thing this event is “anti-” is violence.  “Principle Three:  Nonviolence seeks to defeat injustice not people.”  
See all six principles at ohiononviolenceweek.org. 
 

   Even when I was new and knew Youngstown by reputation but not yet experience, I have never felt unsafe during the 
parade and rally. I have felt the power and hope of different people uniting in public witness for God’s dream of shalom 
for all.  It’s the only parade I’ve ever been to where more people feel compelled to march than spectate. 
   God renews my determination, strength, and soul through being together with like-minded people—it is so much  
easier to keep working for peace when we know we are not alone.  I am also compelled to examine and repent of ways  
I may be engaged in violence without ever picking up a gun—in my words, in my purchases, in the power of my role, 
etc.  God empowers us to offer an incarnate witness to those who don’t see choice other than violence—when we show 
up, they get a glimpse that their lives matter to someone.  That is one of the pieces that leads to other people’s lives 
mattering to them, which is one of many pieces that leads to peace. Showing up matters. 

See:  Nonviolence Parade, page 2.  
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September Clergy, etc. Birthdays 
 

1    Insook Do                         Braceville 
6 Lisa Courtwright         East Fairfield 
14   Tom Scott     Winona/New Garden 
22   Kathy Kramer           District Office 
23 Cyndi Midlick      Columbiana 
24 Sam Mohn           Coalburg 
27   Kathryn Adams              Lowellville 
27 Jeff Pellin             Good Shepherd 
29   Steve Sullivan                         Salem 
 
 Pastors:  If we have your birthday listed 
incorrectly - or not at all - please let us 

know.  
 

 
NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 

 
   

The deadline for submissions                    
to the October 2021 edition of      
The Mahoning Valley Messenger              
is Monday, September 20. 

Please be sure to notify us if/when you 
resume fundraisers, dinners, etc.  

 

Retiree Breakfast 
 

Wed. Sept. 22, 9:00 a.m. at 
Eat ‘N Park,  5451 Mahoning Ave. 

Austintown 
 
  

Needed for 2022: 
 

   The Mahoning Valley District has 
openings for 18 Laypersons to attend  
Annual Conference 2022 in Akron.  
   If you are not among the 12 who were 
elected at this year’s Spring Conference, 
and would like to participate as a Lay 
Member at Large in 2022, please 
speak to your pastor and ask to be nom-
inated at your Charge Conference this 
Fall.   
   We will also be asking for nominations 
for the 2023 Annual Conference at that 
time, so please make it clear in which 
year you would like to attend.  

Please Keep in Your Prayers:    
 

   All those suffering from COVID-19     
in different ways.   
   Please pray for the family of Juanita 
Pasley, former District of the United 
Methodist Community Center. Juanita 
passed away in late July.  Also for     
District Treasurer Jeff Williamson and 
family.  Jeff’s mother passed away in  
late July as well.  
   Please pray for the people of Lisbon 
UMC, following the death of a high 
school sophomore  
   Please also pray for all pastors and 
churches during this season of transi-
tion. 
 

A Request from EOC Financial & 
Administrative Services 

 

   Please take the time to review your 
monthly church remittance state-
ment each month. This is the third 
quarter of 2021. We want to ensure that 
all apportionment payments are included 
in the current year so that each church 
gets the benefit of having achieved 
100% of its apportionment commit-
ment. 
   In keeping with the notice in The East 
Ohio Annual Conference Journal, the final 
payment of the 2021 apportionment 
year needs to be received in our lock-
box on or before January 5, 2022. 
Checks received in our lockbox after 
January 5, 2022, regardless of the post-
mark date on the envelope, will be 
counted as having been received in 
2022. 

NonViolence Parade, continued 
 
   If you want to tangibly contribute to 
increasing the hope for peace, please 
plan to join other United Methodists on 
Sunday, October 3, 2021 in Youngs-
town. Lineup begins at 2:30pm. At least 
one person from your family/church/
group should email DS@mvdistumc.org 
with your cellphone number.  You will 
receive an email the week prior with 
details.  You will receive day-of text up-
dates if needed. 
 

   Praying for the deep shalom of the 
Prince of Peace for all, 

Rev. Abby 
 

To learn about Ohio NonViolence week 
and other events planned, visit http://
ohiononviolenceweek.org/ and see the 
flyer on page three. 
To learn more about Mahoning Valley 
Sojourn to the Past, visit 
https://mvsojourntothepast.com/.   
You can follow both on Facebook as 
well.   

SAVE THE DATE!  
 

   Bridges Out of Poverty Training at 
Girard First UMC —  Wednesday, Oct.  
27, 2021.  This will be a full day training, 
9:00-3:45.   
   We are trying find ways to reduce cost 
for District Clergy so watch for further 
details. More information to follow. 
 

With the DS in September 
 

2 Clergy Consults 
7 Clergy Consults 
8 Clergy Consults 
9 Clergy Consults 
12 SPRC Consults 
13 Cabinet Prep 
14-16  Cabinet Retreat 
19 SPRC Consults 
20 Clergy Consults 
21 Clergy Consults/SPRC Consults 
22 Clergy Consults/SPRC Consults 
26 SPRC Consults 
27 Cabinet Prep 
28-30  Cabinet 
 

Cabinet News & Notes 
 

   For those who haven’t heard, Rev. 
Auman has been appointed as Dean of 
Cabinet in the East Ohio Conference.  
In other words, expect to see “Cabinet 
Prep” on her schedule many times in  
the coming year. 
 

New Office Schedule 
 

   Beginning September 10, we will be 
starting “Work at home Fridays.” As  
always, I will be available by email at:  
office@mvdistumc.org, which I will  be 
checking throughout the day.       
   Otherwise, the office will be open    
Mon - Thurs. on the usual 9 - 12  &  
1- 4 schedule 

Kathy @ MV District 
 

 



 

The Mahoning Valley District is making plans to participate as a group. 
Watch your email for more information.  



FALL CONSULTATION  AND 
CHARGE CONFERENCE SEASON:  

PLAN DELTA 
 

   Pastor-Parish Relations Committee 
Consults will be held in person unless 
otherwise notified by the DS or requested 
by the church PPRC chairperson or pastor.  
A request to switch to Zoom will likely 
result in a date change and therefore must 
be made at least a week in advance.  Those 
scheduled for locations with pavilions 
should expect to meet in the pavilions, but 
masking will not be required.  Those with 
indoor consultations will be required to 
wear masks.  The DS plans to bring porta-
ble air purifiers to those meetings. 
   Charge Conferences will again be pray-
er and business only events again.  Stay 
tuned for possible online gatherings to 
partner together for more effective food 
justice ministries.  Some of the elders will 
be presiding over each other’s charge con-
ferences, as authorized by the DS.  The  
DS will be conducting joint charge confer-
ences at locations and dates TBA for other 
churches.  In person attendance will be 
limited at joint charge conferences to no 
more than 5 people per church, including 
the pastor and recording secretary. 
 

Lay Servants:  Save the dates! 
 

Fri, Nov 5 (evening) and Sat, Nov 6. 
 

Three classes: 
1. Basic Course (introduction to Lay 
Servant Ministries) 
2. Opening Ourselves to Grace (Lay 
Servant class) 
3. For the Common Good: Discovering 
and Using Your Spiritual Gifts  (Lay 
Speaker class)* 
 

*This is a new spiritual gifts course. Several 
on the Lay Speaker track need this class as 
they pursue certification. 
   Training will be held at Boardman UMC.  
More information will be sent out within a 
few weeks. 
 

Fall 2021 UMW 

   Mahoning Valley Fall District meeting 
will be at Fowler UMC on Thursday,    
October 21 at 9am. Topic will be “Flat 
Rock” by Sherry Buehl. Music will be by 
Sandra Laurason. We will serve a continen-
tal breakfast and lunch. Cost is $8. Reser-
vations and money is to be sent to Diane 
Price. Any questions call Chris Grabert    
at 330-720-9461. 

 

THESE FORMS ARE DUE 2 WEEKS PRIOR  
TO THE SPRC/SINGLE BOARD MEETING WITH THE DS  

 

CMA (Clergy Ministry Assessment) to be completed by pastor and SPRC together  
LCPA (Local Church Profile: Annual)  

LCPL (Local Church: Long-term...requested of ALL EOC Churches in 2021)  
 

As a special request from Kathy, please also submit a draft of the 2022 Clergy      
Compensation form to this meeting as well.  This will allow us to review it to make 

sure you’re on the right track before the final copy is submitted at your Charge       
Conference. 

 

The forms can be found on the district website (www.mvdistumc.org) under Forms:  
Church Forms.  We request the forms and reports be submitted digitally. (Signatures can 

be obtained at a later date, during meetings if necessary.) The forms on the website    
are in .pdf format, which is our preference. But if you need a word.doc version or    

encounter problems using the pdf, send a request to Kathy at office@mvdistumc.org 

Please note:  this schedule has changed slightly since it was first presented    
and may change again after publication. 



CLERGY MISSION DAY  
    Sat., October 16 9:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m., 
Multiple Sites 
   Open to all clergy, laity serving as a   
pastor, and retirees. Join your fellow clergy 
at one of the following UMVIM sites for a 
day of learning, service, and fellowship! 
See firsthand what the mission does and 
learn ways local churches can partner with 
them. We will be doing hands on mission 
during this day too! Come ready to learn 
and work and build relationships with your 
colleagues with fun and meaningful time 
together. 
· Blue Rose, Mansfield (Mid-Ohio) 
· Covered Bridge Mission, Jefferson 

(Western Reserve) 
· Epworth Center, Bethesda (Southern 

Hills) 
· Nehemiah Mission of Cleveland 

(North Coast) 
· Urban Mission, Steubenville (Ohio 

Valley) 
   The sites will have the freedom to   

structure the day, but everyone will do 
hands on work at the site or in the      
community, worship, and have lunch. 
Skilled and unskilled UMVIMers needed. 
The event is free, but you do need to   
register in advance since group size is   
limited. Here is the link to sign-up:  
KWWSV���FOHUJ\BPLVVLRQBGD\B������
HYHQWEULWH�FRP�. 
 

Reminder:  
 

   The Charge Conference forms are not 
available in Word format on the EOC 
website this year.  All forms are to be com-
pleted in PDF, as there are dropdown 
boxes for different areas. If you do not 
have Adobe Acrobat you can download it 
for free at https://get.adobe.com/reader/
otherversions. 
   If you have no other option than to 
complete the forms in Word format, 
please contact the district office and we 
will try to accommodate you.  
 

It’s Dinner Time, etc. 
 

Chicken Dinners to Go - Thurs. Sept. 2  
4:00 until sold out at Poland UMC, 1940 
Bdmn-Poland Rd. (Rt. 224). 
 

Breakfast - Sat., Sept. 18, 7-10:30 a.m. at 
Damascus UMC, 300 Valley Rd., Salem. 
 

Free Soup Luncheon - Sept. 10, 11-1:00 
at Negley UMC, 50865 Richardson Ave., 
Negley.  
 

Drive-Thru Dinners - Thurs. Sept. 16,    
5-7 p.m. at West Austintown UMC, 6749 
Mahoning Ave., Austintown.  Free/by 
donation. 
 

Ham Loaf Drive Thru Dinner - Sat., 
Sept. 18, 3:00 until sold out at Brookfield 
UMC. 6951 Grove St. Brookfield.   
 

Rummage Sale - Fri., Oct. 1 (9-5); Sat., 
Oct. 2, 9-2, at New Springfield Trinity, 
2427 Columbiana Rd.  Half price on Sat.  

 

* * * * *  
Newton Falls UMC has pre-filled      
Communion Cups (including wafers) 
to give to a church in financial hardship.   
Call 330-872-1564 if interested. 

 

Need Help Affording Broadband?   
 

Qualifying Households may be eligible to 
save up to $50 a month off your internet 
through the Emergency Broadband Bene-
fit (Federal Stimulus Funds).  Call the Oak 
Hill Collaborative at 330-406-0271 or 
contact them at ohcebb@gmail.com for 
more information.  
 

 
 
 
 

Mahoning Valley District 
The United Methodist  Church 
PO Box 11260 
Youngstown, OH  44511 
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For details and additional information, go to the Eventbrite link. 


