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Visit our website at www.eocumc.com/mid-ohio  April 2020 

Responding to COVID-19 Together 
COVID-19 is an unfolding event bringing uncertainty to every aspect of our UMC operations and as 

we respond to the outbreak of COVID-19 we are actively discerning the best way to balance ministry 

while protecting the health of all our clergy, laity and communities.  

 

The EOC COVID-19 Resource Page has the latest information from Bishop Malone, the Cabinet, The 

UMC, the State of Ohio, the CDC (Center for Disease Control, as well as the World Health Organiza-

tion. The Area Center is closed to the public except by appointment for essential matters. Conference 

staff continues to resource and equip pastors, congregations, faith communities and the various mis-

sions/ministries of our annual conference. Some staff are working in the Area Center while others are 

working remotely to do their work.  

 

Due to the state mandated STAY AT HOME ORDER, the district office staff is working remotely. 

Business hours continue to be Monday-Friday, 9:00 am - 4:00 pm. Voicemails & Emails are checked 

and responded to as quickly as possible. If you have not yet submitted your Audit report please do so as 

quickly as possible. The district office forwards a copy to the EOC treasurer’s office (less work for 

you). Please email the Audit to the district office but if you do not have that capability sending it via 

USPS is just as good.  

 

Annual Clergy Assessments - POSTPONED  

The forms will be distributed this Summer and will need to be submitted in the Fall as part of charge 

conference consultations with clergy and staff parish teams. 

 

Camps & Retreats Open House - POSTPONED 

Now is the time for patience, hope, and planning. As things continue to move and change, we will con-

tinue to keep you updated as information is available. You are encouraged to plan for the future and 

register for camp. The normal refund policy states that if an event/program is cancelled you will re-

ceive a full refund.  

 

General Conference moves to 2021, please click Here to read more.  

 

Spring District Conference - POSTPONED  

Cabinet has announced that all SDC dates have been put on hold until it is safe to gather again.  

 

YAC 2020 - early bird registration has been extended to May 8. Full refunds will be given should the 

event need to be cancelled.  

https://www.eocumc.com/mid-ohio/
https://www.eocumc.com/coronavirus/index.html
https://www.resourceumc.org/en/content/general-conference-to-move-to-2021
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During one of Joy Snyder’s (Three Rivers District Admin. Assistant) prayer times she was led to think 

“as such a time as this” (Esther 4:14) and as a result from her contemplation she felt called to share her 

personal insight with the EOC which is below…   

We are hearing from the White House to our pulpits... Stay Connected.  Check on your neighbors.     
Encourage one another.  Share the burdens.  Respect the guidelines.  
 
Our 2020 Annual Conference theme is CONNECTED. 
 
CONNECTED was selected by Bishop Malone and her communication team in 2016! ... " to un-
derscore the importance of being connected to God and to our neighbors if we are to bear fruit ..." 
Remain in me, and I will remain in you. A branch can’t produce fruit by itself, but must remain in the 
vine... Without me, you can’t do anything....My Father is glorified when you produce much fruit and in 
this way prove that you are my disciples.. (John 15:4-8) 
 
With every e-mail, video blast, live-streamed worship we are experiencing new ways in which to 
STAY CONNECTED. 
 
We are reminded how the body is not the building.  We are discovering unique avenues of sharing 
Christ's love to the needy and lost, devising creative means of outreach and discipleship.  During these 
times we are not advocating one direction or another about being under a banner of The United Meth-
odist Church.  We are being UNITED Methodist with kingdom purpose in ministry and mission.   
 
We are encouraging congregations to bear fruit despite social distancing.  God is CALLING US to 
plant seeds in new fields, to cultivate them in a manner that is strange and unfamiliar.  We are COM-
MITTED to sowing in faith.  We are trusting for the provisions as we steward our assigned furrow; ex-
pectant of the harvest because our God is faithful.  Our focus is being CONNECTED to Christ and oth-
ers despite our circumstances, SO THAT we can bear fruit that last. 
 
Many of us have asked God for more 'time'.  We needed more time to prepare our lessons, to tend our 
souls.  We wanted more time to build relationships.  God has answered.  We now have time to study 
His word more intently, to experience "digital" fellowship, to pray for the lost, to lift petitions for heal-
ing and deliverance, to rest in His presence.  
 
May we all be found 'being about our       
Father's business' (Luke 2:49) during these 
times. May we abide in Him and He in us, 
helping other to do likewise. May we model 
how to resist fear, anxiety, frustration or   
laziness because of the unknown. Like the 
resistance a seed encounters before it pro-
duces fruit, my prayer is that the challenges 
before us produce fruit that last. 
 

Blessed to be a part of the team,    
Humbly submitted,  

Joy  
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A Budget Message from Conference Council on Finance & Administration 
 

As you know, this has been a year of extraordinary turbulence in The United Methodist Church. One 
might think that, in financial terms, the sky would be falling - but it is not! Our East Ohio churches 
have been faithful, and giving last year was relatively strong. Roughly two-thirds of our churches paid 
100% or more of their shared ministry apportionments - and the total amount given to the shared minis-
try goal actually went up. Our spending was down, and we ended the year on solid financial footing.  
 
Going forward, the apportioned Conference budget for 2020 has been reduced by 5%, by action of the 
2019 Annual Conference. The basic purpose of the budget reduction was to reallocate available dollars 
so that local churches would have more available for their respective mission fields. While the total 
amount apportioned in East Ohio has gone down by 5%, your local church apportionments are also af-
fected by what your spends on its own operations. Your church reports these amounts in your Year End 
Reports, and these figures produce the “grade figure” - the percentage of the total Conference budget 
that is apportioned to your church. Your church’s grade figure for 2020 was calculated in the Summer 
of 2019 and was included in your apportionment statement; it was based on the expenses your church 
reported for salaries, programs, and building operating costs in 2018.  
 
In 2018, the total amount that all churches in the Conference reported for these expenses - a total called 
the Conference Base Figure - actually went down. This indicates that many churches spent the same or 
less in 2018 then they had spent in 2017. If, on the other hand, your church expenditures went up, this 
would cause an amplified upward movement in your church’s grade figure for 2020. An additional fac-
tor is the number of churches that close each year. Ongoing churches must pick up a larger share of the 
budget to offset those that are no longer contributing. The average annual impact of this is that appor-
tionments for each church are about 1% higher each year than they would have been if there had been 
no closings.  
 
If a church’s operational expenses rose in 2018 by several percentage points, the upward impact of this 
on the church’s apportionments would more than offset the 5% reduction in the Conference appor-
tioned budget; and some churches as a result saw an increase in their 2020 apportionments. Most 
churches, however, had a decrease in their apportionments, in some cases by more than 5%. And all 
churches saw a significant decrease in apportionments verses what they would have been without the 
budge reduction!  
 
The downward trajectory of apportioned budgets is expected to continue in 2021, on both the Confer-
ence and the General Church levels. Leaders in every area are diligently at work identifying where we 
can reduce spending, so that every dollar given will have the maximum impact for the mission of the 
church. Thank you for your church’s dedication toward our common mission of bearing fruit for the 
Kingdom of God! 
 
Sincerely, Rev. David Palmer       Vera Rebrovich, CPA 
                 Chairperson, CF&A      Director, Financial and Administrative Services  
 
FAQ’s 
Who sets the apportioned Share Ministry amounts? 
Local church lay and clergy members of the East Ohio Conference must approve all budget items at 
Annual Conference. The amount we vote to support at AC is then “apportioned,” with each EOC 
church asking to pay its fair share. 
How is a church’s apportioned Shared Ministry fund amount calculated? 
Apportionments are figured only on the amount of money a church spends on itself for programming, 
operations and salaries. Church membership is no longer part of the formula.  
What happens if we do not pay our Shared Ministry funds? 
Some missions and ministries of our church is either cut or eliminated.  
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Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors… The People of the United Methodist Church 

Contact Us 

Articles for the district news-

letter must be submitted by 

the 15th of each month and 

are subject to editing and 

availability.    

Mid-Ohio District Office 

410 Park Ave., W. Suite 2 

Mansfield, OH. 44906 

(419) 522-3881                          

(419) 522-5485 fax 

midohiodistrict@gmail.com 

Visit us on the web at 

www.eocumc.com/mid-ohio 

Please help us be better 

stewards of our resources 

and read the newsletter 

via email or on the web-

site and let us know to 

remove you from the 

postal mailing list.     

Thank You! 

Disaster Response 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A good way to prepare for concerns related to any disaster or virus out-
break is to host a Connecting Neighbors training event.  
 
The Connecting Neighbors curriculum consists of three modules:  
 
      Module 1: Ready Congregants 
      Module 2: Ready Churches 
      Module 3: Ready Response 
 
Learn more about Connecting Neighbors and if you are interested in 
hosting a training when we are able to safely gather again, please email 
Rev. Kathy Dickriede 

mailto:midohiodistrict@gmail.com
http://www.eocumc.com/mid-ohio/
https://www.eocumc.com/missions/connecting-neighbors.html
mailto:kdickriede@gmail.com

