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Visit our website at www.eocumc.com/mid-ohio  February 2022 

It’s time to think about how your children will spend their 
summer vacation. Camping can satisfy what children need. 
They experience faith, responsibility, and cooperation as 
part of a caring community. They experience self-esteem as 
children of God. In a world where it is hard to be a kid, and 

it is hare to be a parent, let East Ohio Camps be your partner in faith and the development of your 
child. Camps offer great experiences at great places - all with trained, caring staff. Contact your local 
church, call the East Ohio Conference Camps Office at (330) 499-3972 ext. 108, or visit us online by 
clicking the following link… Learn more about East Ohio Summer Camp 
 

The summer program requires a great number of qualified staff members to be successful. The camps 

are looking for outstanding Christian women and men for summer staff positions. They are looking for 

counselors, lifeguards, program staff, food service, administration and maintenance staff.  Visit 

www.EOCSummercamps.org and click on Staff & Volunteer tab for more info or call the camps direct-

ly - Aldersgate (330-627-4369), Asbury (330-569-3171), Wanake (330-756-2333). 

Also, don’t forget to apply for a district camp scholarship here, or by asking your pastor for a camper-

ship application or by contacting the district office.  

Attention high school seniors attending college in Fall 2022 and students 

currently enrolled at one of our historically United Methodist colleges and uni-

versities: East Ohio Merit Scholarships are awarded each year for students who 

show excellent leadership, church involvement, academic achievement, and 

community service. Applications are now being accepted for this scholarship 

program. Most recipients of past scholarships have received between $1,500 

and $5,000 in scholarship funds.  

Learn more and apply by March 24, 2022 

Learn about other scholarships and financial assistance of the EOC website. If you have questions 

about scholarships offered by the East Ohio Conference, e-mail the Rev. David MacDonald.  

https://www.eocumc.com/mid-ohio/
https://www.eocumc.com/camps/index.html
http://www.eocsummercamps.org/
https://www.eocumc.com/mid-ohio/_pdf/22CampershipApp.pdf
https://www.gbhem.org/
https://www.eocumc.com/scholarships/index.html
mailto:d-macdonald@onu.edu
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Lay Servant Ministries is the United Methodist system for  lay 

leadership development. It is the most significant lay leadership de-

velopment program available within the United Methodist connection. 

Through this system of equipping and empowering, lay servants have 

the opportunity to grow as disciples of Jesus Christ who then go and 

make other disciples.  

Being called to ministry is a serious endeavor. It takes a disciple to 

make a disciple. Thus we must do all we can to prepare ourselves to 

serve others. Are you ready to answer God’s calling for you as a lay 

servant leader? View additional info about LSM in Mid-Ohio here.  

The 2016 Book of Discipline no longer uses “Local (Basic) Lay Servant.” Persons completing the 

Basic course will not need to complete an annual report for charge conferences. Persons are encour-

aged to take the Basic course as a step toward discerning a call to ministry that may include becoming a 

Certified Lay Servant. A certification of completion is issued upon completing the Basic course. Per-

sons may apply to become Certified Lay Servants after completion of both Basic and an Advanced 

course. Learn more about EOC Lay Servant Ministries here including a new video resource for CLM. 

Mid-Ohio District’s 2022 Lay Servant Training will be on February 19, 2022 from 8:30a - 7:30p   
at Trinity UMC (75 East High St., Mt Gilead, 43338).   
 

Brochure with registration and online payment link or go directly to Registration.   
You can also get a brochure/registration through the district office or from your pastor. 

Simplifying Local Church Leadership 
 
For many, both clergy and lay, a surplus of meetings, no clear and simple processes for new ministries, 
and committees functioning poorly is a drain on energy and resources. The Simplified Accountable 
Structure (SAS) is an alternative leadership structure which streamlines ministry governance so that 
churches and people can better live into God’s call for them. It not only needs fewer leaders who show 
up at meetings (though that’s a bonus too!) but it helps empower ministry to grow and focuses us away 
from micromanaging and towards living into our mission and vision.  
 
However, when done well, this process takes time and    
intentionality. To help leaders make this switch, the EOC is 
offering cohorts and workshops that will guide the process 
while allowing each local church to put its personal touches 
on it. If you are interested in potentially switching to SAS 
for 2023, please e-mail Rev. Beth Ortiz to receive infor-
mation about upcoming workshops in early 2022. Follow-
ing the workshop, a church’s leadership can decide if it 
wants to learn more and engage in healthy steps to         
transition to this structure through cohorts and East Ohio 
Conference-supported coaching.  

https://www.eocumc.com/mid-ohio/lay-servants.html
https://www.eocumc.com/laity/lay-servants.html
https://www.eocumc.com/laity/lay-servants.html
https://www.eocumc.com/mid-ohio/lay-servants.html
https://forms.gle/xvs5rHfBhQqpU5sb6
mailto:bortiz@eocumc.com
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Annual Conference 2022 

Attention Lay Delegates, AC Members and Clergy Spouses 

that will be attending Annual Conference June 9-11 at the 

John S. Knight Center in Akron. This year ’s theme is Let Us 

Live Love and the theme scripture is 1 John 4:7-13 (NIV). In pre-

paring for this year’s sessions and services, the Annual Conference 

Program Committee is planning ways it will serve attendees in love while also creating opportunities 

for East Ohio clergy and laity to serve others in love.  

Please e-mail the district office at midohiodistrict@gmail.com and let Renee know if you are interested 

in:  

1. Serving others by volunteering to be a greeter or usher or to be a part of the hospitality team and/or 

2. If you will need childcare while attending or volunteering at Annual Conference 2022.  

 Responses requested by February 15th.  

The 2021-2022 Compass Group season is well underway with just four 

months left in this cycle. We currently have seven Compass Groups 

which meet five times between September and May. Our Compass 

Groups provide an opportunity for clergy to connect, to share ideas, to 

pray for and encourage each other along the way. Whether in person or 

over Zoom, our Compass Groups have been gathering consistently and 

with generally positive feedback.  

As the only constant is change, so too, our Compass Groups change over time. When folks move on to 

new appointments our groups change and we are provided with new group dynamics as well as the op-

portunity to say “farewell” to those moving on.  Being a part of a new Compass Group has been my 

experience this year and it has been a terrific opportunity to get to know new colleagues. Given the 

challenge of busy schedules, dealing with the challenges of Covid, and being intentional about keeping 

our own tanks full (or at least not running on empty), connecting with colleagues through our Compass 

Groups may feel like one more entry on the calendar. However, in the pursuit of keeping my spiritual 

and mental reservoirs filled, knowing I have colleagues praying for me has been a blessing.  

We also have the opportunity to participate in Leadership Cohorts which then becomes your group for 

that particular year. Yet the doors to your Compass Group remain open if you choose to do both. It is 

my hope and prayer that your Compass Group connection has been a source of encouragement for the 

journey.  

Respectfully submitted, Jenny Whitmore, District Coordinator  

mailto:midohiodistrict@gmail.com
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Contact Us 

Articles for the district news-

letter must be submitted by 

the 15th of each month and 

are subject to editing and 

availability.    

Mid-Ohio District Office 

410 Park Ave., W. Suite 2 

Mansfield, OH. 44906 

(419) 522-3881                          

(419) 522-5485 fax 

midohiodistrict@gmail.com 

Visit us on the web at 

www.eocumc.com/mid-ohio 

Please help us be better 

stewards of our resources 

and read the newsletter 

via email or on the web-

site and let us know to 

remove you from the 

postal mailing list.     

Thank You! 

Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors… The People of the United Methodist Church 

Teach • Reach • Bless 

$1.5 Million Collected to Build a                             
New Residence Hall for Female AU Students 

new residence hall that will house 90 female students on the campus of 
Africa University.  
 

“When God gives you a vision, God will make the necessary provisions 
for it to become a reality. This is evidenced by the embracing of the vi-
sion and by financial support of the laity and clergy of the EOC. It is tru-
ly remarkable that we have reached our goal. We have collected the 
monies and are now ready to break ground. I thank God for the gift of 
the vision, and I celebrate the bold and courageous generosity of the 
clergy and churches, especially in these challenging times,” Malone said 
 

“A hearty ‘thank-you’ to Bishop Malone, the co-chairs of the campaign 
committee, as well as all of the members on going over the top in that 
$1.5 million campaign to assist AU with the female dormitory, and not 
only going over the top but completing that dormitory campaign 12 
months in advance - especially during a pandemic,” said Mr. James Sal-
ley, associate vice chancellor for Institutional Advancement & president/
CEO of AU Tennessee. A ground-breaking ceremony will happen soon.   
                    Read the TRB campaign article in it’s entirety.  

Laity and clergy, working together, exceeded 

the goal of raising and collecting $1.5 million 

in support of the EOC Teach*Reach*Bless 

campaign. The funds will be used to build a  

mailto:midohiodistrict@gmail.com
http://www.eocumc.com/mid-ohio/
https://eocumcnews.com/2022/01/24/teach-reach-bless-campaign-reaches-goal-of-collecting-1-5-million-new-resident-hall-for-female-students-to-be-built-at-africa-university/

