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Visit our website at www.eocumc.com/mid-ohio  June 2020 

The Mid-Ohio District Conference will be held on June 25 via a Zoom Webinar beginning at 7 p.m. 

with sign-in at 6:40 p.m. There will also be a “practice session” on June 23 at 7 p.m. for those new to 

Zoom to familiarize yourself and to get any “bugs” worked out. 

Pre-registered district conference members will receive a digital copy of the conference booklet to re-

view with all of the necessary reports, nominations, etc. If you do not have access to a digital copy 

please contact your local church for a printed copy.  

Use the following link to register - https://forms.gle/t22jTwyo6xbNwudMA.  If you wish to participate 

but are not able to register digitally, please get a hard copy of the registration form from your local 

church and send a completed copy to the district office at 410 Park Ave. W., Suite 2, Mansfield, OH. 

44906. Everyone must be registered by June 15.  

Once registration has ended all registered clergy and laity will receive an invitation and a passcode   

prior to the Zoom District Conference and practice session. If you do not receive an invitation and 

passcode please contact the district office to be sure we received your registration.  

You do not have to have a Zoom subscription to participate. You can access the Zoom District Confer-

ence by phone or by computer. Watch this Zoom tutorial to see how easy it is to participate using your 

laptop. If you prefer to use a smart phone watch this video. There will also be a “Call In” number for 

those that don’t have a computer or a smart phone. Please review the FAQ sheet here and participate in 

the 15 minute practice Zoom session on Tuesday, June 23 at 7 p.m. if you need to.  

Thursday, June 25 
7:00 p.m. 

Via ZOOM 

https://www.eocumc.com/mid-ohio/
https://forms.gle/t22jTwyo6xbNwudMA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kh50kVaIdAY&feature=share&fbclid=IwAR36568jnxyUchpkPeImDeV8XqGy3a8pBDJpHIXwbFPyubsL7MYSSLLwIfQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iVb9nBu1Sug&feature=youtu.be
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13knFmBfzsZwYpv-tX8-19mRyuH_wYF7s/view?usp=sharing
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Guidance from Bishop Tracy S. Malone and the Extended Cabinet 

The Extended Cabinet is now recommending that churches can consider moving from Phase 1 to Phase 
2. We appreciate the way pastors and church councils (and equivalents) are giving serious attention to 
the details of the EOC guidelines as they develop and implement plans that prioritize care for people. 

During Phase 2, small groups such as bible studies and other spiritual groups, committees, and office 
functions can begin to meet together in-person. Small group gatherings could include worship in some 
contexts, if clergy and lay leadership mutually and prayerfully determines that they will follow the wor-
ship practices and other practices listed in Phase 3 of the Guidelines for Phased-in Reopening of EOC 
Church Buildings as well as the guidance of their county health department. 

The Guidelines are a resource based on the best advice of faithful United Methodist medical profession-
als and reflect current State of Ohio orders to reduce the risk of spreading the coronavirus. It is a tool to 
empower clergy and lay leadership to have conversations and make collaborative decisions about what 
needs to be done so that each congregation and faith community can be the Church in safer ways in 
their particular context. 

Each of our nearly 700 East Ohio Conference churches is unique and will create its own plan for what 
is necessary for that congregation to move from one phase to the next. That is expected because every 
church has a different context, capacity and level of readiness and risk. Church pastor(s) and their coun-
cil (or equivalent) should not feel pressured to move to the next phase before they are ready to do so but 
they are expected to be actively developing plans for reentering the church building. 

We are closely monitoring the situation and will continue to do ongoing assessments and make recom-
mendations accordingly. District superintendents and Conference staff continue to be available to sup-
port and resource your ministry. 

We place our trust in God whose wisdom is beyond our understanding. We continue to follow Christ 
who is our example and our strength. And we rely on the power and encouragement of the Holy Spirit. 

“Therefore, if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort in love, any sharing in the Spirit, any 
sympathy, complete my joy by thinking the same way, having the same love, being united, and agreeing 
with each other. Don’t do anything for selfish purposes, but with humility think of others as better than 
yourselves. Instead of each person watching out for their own good, watch out for what is better for 
others. Adopt the attitude that was in Christ Jesus.” - Philippians 2:1-5 (CEB) 

Download the UPDATED Guidelines for the Phased-in Reopening of EOC Church Buildings. 

https://www.eocumc.com/coronavirus/_pdf/Church_Building_Guidelines.pdf
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Flat Rock has a current on-going need for fabric, washable and re-useable gowns. We’re seeking seam-
stresses, sewing groups, church, and community groups who can help with this much-needed project.  

Their priority need right now is for fabric, washable, re-useable gowns. We’re hearing from facilities 
with COVID-19 positive patients that these are the items they go through the quickest. Also, they are 
the least available items right now on the PPE market. Please make all gowns in Large or X-Large sizes 
because they are for men and women and a little big is better than too small. The current need is for 50-
75 of these gowns. 

Following are two pattern sites, including one that has a YouTube video tutorial: 
https://ukhealthcare.uky.edu/sites/default/files/isolation-gown.pdf 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DoAheilcP3g 
https://tinyurl.com/vdvxxa9 

 
There is another provider in the Flat Rock area that serves adults with intellectual and developmental 
disabilities. They offer many of the same kinds of programs and services that Flat Rock provides. Cur-
rently, they are serving several ill residents and have an immediate need for 50-75 gowns as well. They 
have been very helpful to Flat Rock in the past and we’d like to help them during this difficult time. 
You may use the patterns listed above, and, again, sizes Large and X-Large are best. 

Graduation gowns and Choir robes can be used as PPE with just a few alterations. These donations 
would save Flat Rock and volunteers who sew the expense of purchasing 4 to 5 yards of material per 
gown. They would greatly appreciate any Adult Size gown or robe available.  

They would also like to limit the number of deliveries directly to Flat Rock for the safety of their resi-
dents and on-site staff. Please contact Rev. Sherri Buehl at 567-228-9105 or sbuehl@flatrockhomes.org 
to make arrangements for getting the gowns to Flat Rock.  

Thank you for all the masks - you have all been so generous and the response was tremendous! Below 
are the Mask Patterns should you want to make them for another organization or for personal use…  

These links contain a variety of mask patterns and tutorials: 
https://www.masksforheroes.com/make-masks 
https://www.joann.com/projects/face-masks-and-coverings/ 
 

https://ukhealthcare.uky.edu/sites/default/files/isolation-gown.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DoAheilcP3g
https://1315d200-a002-7e79-b16a-c5845136427f.filesusr.com/ugd/484064_cb6b5ea3dd854cc99ffd4d14e0a0a313.pdf
mailto:sbuehl@flatrockhomes.org
https://www.masksforheroes.com/make-masks
https://www.joann.com/projects/face-masks-and-coverings/
https://www.flatrockhomes.org/
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Mid-Ohio District Office of the UMC 

410 Park Ave. West, Suite 2 

Mansfield, OH. 44906-3121 

NON-PROFIT 
ORGANIZATION 

US POSTAGE PAID 
MANSFIELD, OH 

44902 
PERMIT NO. 348 

Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors… The People of the United Methodist Church 

Contact Us 

Articles for the district news-

letter must be submitted by 

the 15th of each month and 

are subject to editing and 

availability.    

Mid-Ohio District Office 

410 Park Ave., W. Suite 2 

Mansfield, OH. 44906 

(419) 522-3881                          

(419) 522-5485 fax 

midohiodistrict@gmail.com 

Visit us on the web at 

www.eocumc.com/mid-ohio 

Please help us be better 

stewards of our resources 

and read the newsletter 

via email or on the web-

site and let us know to 

remove you from the 

postal mailing list.     

Thank You! 

The Midwest Mission Distribution Center (MMDC) will be picking up 
donations on June 16 at locations throughout the Conference. Each loca-
tion has different drop off days, times and instructions. They still plan on 
collecting items at Annual Conference in September, but this June col-
lection is to help meet the immediate needs due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic. Many locations will be ‘no contact’ drop-offs. If you need help 
unloading, please bring someone with you or contact the site to see if 
you can make arrangements. 
 
High Priority Items: 
 Homemade Face Masks 
 Hygiene Supplies: hand towel, washcloth, toothpaste, toothbrush, 

soap, band-aids (3/4x3 size), shampoo (15-18oz). 
 Foldable walkers, wheelchairs, crutches, canes. 
 NEW children and adult sandals/tennis shoes - Angels of Hope Net-

work (Haiti, Guatemala, Granada, El Salvador, Nicaragua, Jamaican, 
Dominican Republic, Trinidad, Guyana & Honduras) 

 Handmade Diapers 
 Blankets (new or used) 
 Flashlights with batteries (new or used)  
 
They will also be collecting items for UMCOR Cleaning Kits, UMCOR 
Hygiene kits and UMCOR school kits.  The sites will not be collecting 
monetary donations. You can either send those to the EOC (fund 9944 
MMDC) or send directly to MMDC.  

mailto:midohiodistrict@gmail.com
http://www.eocumc.com/mid-ohio/
https://www.eocumc.com/missions/_pdf/MMDCJune2020.pdf
https://www.umcmission.org/umcor/serve/relief-supply-network/cleaning-kit
https://www.umcmission.org/umcor/serve/relief-supply-network/hygiene-kit
https://www.umcmission.org/umcor/serve/relief-supply-network/hygiene-kit
https://www.umcmission.org/umcor/serve/relief-supply-network/school-kit

