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Visit our website at www.eocumc.com/mid-ohio  March 2019 

  

 EXPLORE will welcome 24 rising high school juniors and seniors. 
 

 Application deadline: May 15, 2019 
 

 Cost: $240 per student  
 

 Email: explore@owu.edu for scholarship info 
 

 Apply TODAY 
 
 

Attention high school Juniors & Seniors, let your faith COME ALIVE through fun and fellowship with 
your peers. This is you call to EXPLORE your Christian life. Launch your faith forward with other 
high school juniors and seniors for seven days on a university campus. Come experience theological 
study in a college classroom setting; serve in the community with different segments of society; and 
discover God’s presence in your life through time in the outdoors.  

Annual Conference 2019 

The deadline for Annual Conference registration is May 10.   

Registration packets have been mailed out and online registration 

is open. If you have not received your packet please contact the 

District Office ASAP. All Annual Conference information can be 

found on their website: http://www.eocumc.com/eoac19 

Items Available  

Choral music library, hymnals and choir robes from New Beginnings UMC in Delaware are available 

for FREE to other churches who could use them. All items can be reviewed and picked up on April 2 

from 6-8pm and April 3 from 10a-noon. If interested contact Pastor Dave Carter at 740-363-2092.  

Also, a church near Doylestown has closed 

and some pews need to find a new home.   

Call Cathy Broome at 419-651-9231.  

And the district office has a red, gray, and 2 

white Clergy Robes available for FREE. Not 

sure of sizes but they are in good shape.  

https://www.owu.edu/about/offices-services/office-of-university-chaplain/explore-institute/application-form/
https://www.owu.edu/about/offices-services/office-of-university-chaplain/explore-institute/
http://www.eocumc.com/eoac19/
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Bishop Malone’s Post General Conference Message 

(View and download video of the message at    

http://www.eocumc.com/eogc19/index.html) 

Follow-UP Sessions 
  Sat, March 9 * 10a * Newcomerstown Christ 
  Sat, March 9 * 2p * North Canton Faith UMC 
  Sun, March 10 * 4p * Strongsville UMC 
Bishop encourages all Lay & Clergy to attend a session above. 

 
  Dearly beloved Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  
 
  The General Conference has completed its work and by a majority vote, passed the traditional 
plan with some parts that were ruled unconstitutional. The delegates voted to refer it to the Judicial 
Council for review at their next meeting but as of now our existing Discipline language is maintained.  
  Now, some are pleased with the outcome of the special session and some are deeply hurt and dis-
appointed. My heart weeps for the brokenness experienced within the body of Christ. We could not 
find a way forward of being church that would allow for the contextual differentiation that we were all 
hoping for and a way to keep as much unity as possible. Now, we need to take the time to process what 
has happened and the implications of the decisions that are critical for how we move forward.  
  Friends, please know, that any procedural changes that will have some effect will not take place 
until January 1, 2020. So, we have time. So, let us breathe.  
  What I love about our beloved United Methodist Church is our beautiful diversity and our global 
connection and witness. And as a global church, what is challenging is that we have differing views of 
human sexuality and understandings of our LGBTQi brothers and sisters.  
  But despite our differences, as a United Methodist Church we do believe that all persons are of 
sacred worth. Our doors are open to persons of all ages, races, nations, ethnicities, gender and sexual 
orientation. We are one church, one family, one in the mission of making disciples of Jesus Christ for 
the transformation of the world  
  So, here’s what I am hopeful for, what I am asking of all clergy and lay:  
   1. As we prepare to begin this season of Lent, let us fast and pray and ask the Holy Spirit to 
help us unite and heal our beloved United Methodist Church. Friends, this is all of our work to do.  
   2. I’m asking that we be calm, stay the course, do not yield to fear, doubt, despair. God is our 
refuge, a very present help in a time of trouble  
   3. Stay focused on the mission, because the mission is still yet alive. Let us keep the main 
thing the main thing, sharing the extravagant love, grace, hope and peace of Jesus Christ with all of 
God’s beloved children.  
   4. I am asking that you stay connected with your brothers and sisters in Christ; love one anoth-
er, care for one another, support one another.  
   5. I am also asking that you plan to attend one of the post General Conference gatherings that 
will take place across the annual conference on the weekend of March 9 and 10.  
   6. I am convinced that the God who has begun a good work in us will bring it to completion, 
because our God is faithful, and God’s love, yes, it endures forever. And I know that there is a balm in 
Gilead that will heal, restore, and give us hope.  
   7. And I am convinced that by God’s grace we will someday find a way to fully embrace the 
wideness of our beautiful diversity.  
  As your Bishop, by the grace of God, I will lead, shepherd and guide us through these challeng-
ing times and I humbly ask that you commit with me to trust where the Spirit of God will take us. Yes, 
us. Progressive, centrist, traditionalist, gay, straight, all of God’s beloved. And as we go, together, to do 
Kingdom work, to do kingdom work, the making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 
world, God will be with us.  
  So, here is my prayer, and I invite you to pray with me. Lord, make us one with Christ, one with 
each other, and one in ministry to all the world, until Christ comes in final victory and we are all seated 
in the heavenly kingdom! So be it.   Amen  

http://www.eocumc.com/eogc19/index.html
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Mid-Ohio District     Sunday, April 7 * 3:00 - 5:00 p.m. 

     Conference     Trinity UMC (75 E. High St. * 43338)                                                                                        

 

Once again, the Mid-Ohio district churches will gather for networking, training and the required annual 

business at our spring district conference. This year’s training opportunities are listed below…  

Choosing the Faithful Path and Conversation at the Crossroads (Donna Van Trees) - This is a self 

evaluative tool for churches to identify and maximize their Kingdom impact. Based on demographic 

studies and years of the individual church’s statistics, it guides a pragmatic analysis of the church’s re-

sources and potential. Designed to help the church make a clear choice and develop a specific plan for 

one of two pathways: Re-Innovation or Transition to Legacy/Closure  

Coaching as Pastoral Care (Craig Moock) - When was the last time that you considered doing pasto-

ral care in a different way? Most of us care for others out of the training we received and/or the meth-

ods that we were taught through our families of origin and have not even considered that there could be 

a different way. Coaching is a discipline that is being used all over the East Ohio Conference to help 

people effectively understand and achieve their goals. This discipline is designed to ask powerful ques-

tions which send people back to their center in order to help them understand where they want to go 

and then assists them in deciding how they want to go about that. Coaching can be a marvelous tool for 

pastoral care and we will spend some time exploring this discipline and gain a few pastoral tools along 

the way.  

Lay Servant Ministry (Sharon Sours) - In 2012, the name “Lay Servants” started being used. This 

was to convince people that this ministry was not to only “speak” as the title “Lay Speakers” seemed to 

imply. Instead we wanted laity who felt called to serve their church to attend trainings to become 

equipped to do this. Lay servant training and experience prepares a person to be involved in worship 

leadership and support. It means that the laity, not just the pastor, are part of worship and hospitality. 

Lay servant ministry gives you a chance to serve in the model of Jesus.  

Membership to Discipleship (Kelly Brown) - Get clarity on what a disciple is, how disciples grow, 

what kinds of relational support work at different points in the journey and create a core curriculum 

that helps people reach the vision cast for maturing disciples. Best of all, discover in fresh new ways 

the power of John Wesley’s process for growing maturing disciples.  

Rule of Christ (Sue Antolik) - A Biblical process brought to our conference by Bishop Malone. Many 

of our churches are in conflict with each other and this process looks at those concerns and conflicts. 

The goal is that every church in East Ohio via their SPR team will go through the training and will es-

tablish their own procedures based on Matthew 18.  

Single Board (Jason Young) - Increasingly, United Methodist congregations are exploring alternative 

administrative structures (single board vs ad council/trustees/finance/pastor-parish) to streamline deci-

sion making and focus on the mission of the church. This session will discuss options for administra-

tive structure based on a local congregation’s needs, personality, and purpose. All are welcome - 

whether or not you have heard about a single board model, are considering a transition to a single 

board, or are already working through the transition to a single board.  
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Contact Us 

Articles for the district news-

letter must be submitted by 

the 15th of each month and 

are subject to editing and 

availability.  

Mid-Ohio District Office 

410 Park Ave., W. Suite 2 

Mansfield, OH. 44906 

(419) 522-3881                          

(419) 522-5485 fax 

midohiodistrict@gmail.com 

Visit us on the web at 

www.eocumc.com/mid-ohio 

Please help us to be better 

stewards of our resources 

and read the newsletter via 

email or on the website and 

let us know to remove you 

from the postal mailing list.  

Thank You! 

Mid-Ohio District Office of the UMC 

410 Park Ave. West, Suite 2 

Mansfield, OH. 44906-3121 

NON-PROFIT 
ORGANIZATION 

US POSTAGE PAID 
MANSFIELD, OH 

44902 
PERMIT NO. 348 

Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors… The People of the United Methodist Church 

Mid-Ohio District 2019 Summer Camps 

This program is designed to enable all youth to attend SUMMER 
CAMP regardless of their families’ ability to pay. Requests for as-
sistance are based on financial need and the amount of financial aid 
granted is based on the number of applicants & available funds.  

Our goal is to provide assistance to as many youth as possible. The 
application is confidential and is to be completed by a parent or 
guardian and signed by a United Methodist Pastor. Your coopera-
tion is greatly appreciated!  

Call (419-522-3881) or email (midohiodistrict@gmail.com) the dis-
trict office for an application.  Completed applications MUST be 
returned by April 29, 2019 to the Mid-Ohio District Office at…       
410 Park Ave. W, Suite 2, Mansfield, OH. 44906.   

East Ohio Camps can be researched from the following link… 
http://eocumc.com/camps/index.html 

http://www.eocumc.com/mid-ohio/
http://eocumc.com/camps/index.html

