
 1 

 

Visit our website at www.eocumc.com/mid-ohio  March 2020 

GC 2020 Information Forum 
March 7, 2020 

 
You are encouraged to attend an infor-
mation forum on Saturday, March 7 from 
10a - 12p at Garfield Memorial UMC in 
Pepper Pike. The Protocol of the Reconcil-
iation and Grace through Separation will 
be presented. The Protocol is one of the 
major proposals to be acted upon at GC 
2020, but it does not represent a final deci-
sion for a course of action for The United 
Methodist Church. When GC receives this 
recommendation and proposed legislation 
in May, delegates will be able to adopt it, 
modify it, or do something different.  
 
East Ohio GC 2020 delegation members 
and Bishop Tracy S. Malone will give 
leadership to this forum.  
 
The session will be live streamed on the 

Conference website at www.eocumc.com/

gc/GC2020infoforum and recorded for 

future viewing and use.  

2020 East Ohio Annual Conference 

Registration and housing packets will begin arriving in mailboxes the 

first week of March.  

The Annual Conference 2020 website, your one-stop shop for             

everything related to AC 2020 will also go live beginning March 1. 

Our quadrennial theme is Bearing Fruit that Lasts: Called, Committed, 

Connected. The keyword for Annual Conference 2020 is Connected. 

When we gather June 15-18 at Lakeside Chautauqua, we will under-

score the importance of being connected to God and to our neighbors     

if we are to bear fruit by making disciples of Jesus Christ for the  

transformation of the world. 

https://www.eocumc.com/mid-ohio/
https://www.gracethroughseparation.com/legislation
https://www.gracethroughseparation.com/legislation
https://www.eocumc.com/gc/GC2020infoforum.html
https://www.eocumc.com/gc/GC2020infoforum.html
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This is a powerful prayer but then again when we go to the Lord in 

prayer, we expect a powerful response. 

The Mid-Ohio District Strategy Team is intentionally praying for  

each of the 69 churches in our district. It is the least and most we can 

do. We faithfully stand in the gap! 

Churches we are focusing our prayers on for the month of March are 

those listed below…  

Polk  Red Haw  Rural Chapel  Savannah  Scioto  Shelby First     

Shelby Trinity  Sixteen  Sparta  St Paul  Tiro       

The EOC Board of Missions and United Methodist Volunteers in Mission (UMVIM) are excited to 

share the listed below mission sites that can host overnight guests! They have overnight mission experi-

ences in urban and rural settings. Lodging, meals and supplies can be included at all of the mission 

sites. Guests sleep in real beds in air conditioned dormitories, houses, or cabins. Each mission is pre-

pared to welcome guests year round, including mission teams, confirmation classes, workshops, etc. 

More than anything, these mission sites seek to provide well-rounded, Christ-centered experiences.   

Blue Rose Mission 
The Blue Rose Mission provides opportunities for community and church group volunteers to bring 
Christ to homeowners in need in Richland County through home improvement projects. The Mission is 
a program of the Mid-Ohio District.  
 
Epworth Center Work Mission  
Work Mission volunteers become the hands and feet of Jesus by giving their time as servants. Work 
groups make building repairs for individuals, families, churches, and nonprofit organizations that can-
not afford them. Anyone age 12 or older is welcome to participate. The Epworth Center Work Misison 
is a ministry of the Southern Hills District.  
 
Heart 4 the City 
Heart 4 the City in Akron is building the front porch to the kingdom of God by prioritizing relation-
ships as establishing programs that address needs in the community.  
 
The Nehemiah Mission 
The Nehemiah Mission rebuilds the lives and homes of the physically and fiscally challenged of Cleve-
land through volunteer mission groups that improve living environments in order to sow seeds of hope 
for individuals and neighborhoods. The Mission is a program of the North Coast District.  
 
Urban Mission 
The Urban Mission is the one of the largest charities in the Upper Ohio Valley, offering food, shelter 
and other essential services to low income families. The Mission offers a vast array of programs and 
services and stands as a beacon of hope and compassion for individuals who might otherwise never ex-
perience the love of God.  

https://www.bluerosemission.org/
https://www.theepworthcenter.org/about/
http://heart4thecity.org/
https://www.nehemiahmission.org/#&panel1-10
https://www.urbanmission.org/
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Educational 
Opportunities 

 
Holy Land via Jordan 

(Nov. 30 - Dec. 9) 

Pastors Karen & Don Upson 
invite you to join them on a   
Holy Land tour via Jordan that 
will expand your knowledge of 
the Bible. Stand on Mount Nebo 
and view the land of Ancient 
Canaan as Moses did, sail on the 
Sea of Galilee like Jesus and his 
disciples and remember his res-
urrection at The Garden Tomb 
(pictured) with a special service. 
Arrangements for the trip are 
made through Educational Op-
portunities Tours. E-mail Karen 
Upson with questions and to 
learn more.  

Mansfield Police Department’s Newest Chaplain & 

Main Street UMC’s FOCUS 

“Our focus is to love God through loving our neighbors. Our 

focus for our church this year is taking care of our community 

caretakers, the men and women who get out there and serve our 

community day in and day out.” These are the words of pastor 

Jenny Whitmore speaking at her swearing-in as the new Mans-

field Police chaplain. This mission has been lived out at Main 

Street UMC in Mansfield the last several months through out-

reach where first responders can enjoy a home-cooked meal, relax and be “loved on.” One way the 

church shares this love with the responders is through prayer squares that remind them that someone is 

praying for them. That love, trust and thankfulness was echoed back in the choice to invite pastor 

Whitmore to become police chaplain. Says Whitmore, “We are honored as a church to be able to minis-

ter to you in this way.”   ~ Jennifer Darling-Melott, Mid-Ohio Communications Rep.   Extended Article 

The Journey of Surrender by Bishop Tracy S. Malone 
 
 No matter our age or how long we have had a relationship with Jesus, we are on 
a spiritual pilgrimage of learning and discovery. We are seeking to know and to 
experience more fully the love and grace of God through Jesus Christ. We are 
seeking to know the mind of Christ and how to pattern our lives after the example 
of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. We are seeking how to be open to the call and 
movement of God and the transforming power of God’s Spirit in every aspect of 
our lives. 
     The season of Lent is a time to reflect on our call to discipleship and our jour-
ney of faith. These 40 days between Ash Wednesday and Easter can be transforma-
tional should we choose to surrender ourselves to this holy invitation.  
 During Lent we are invited to slow down, take a step back from the busyness of 
our daily routines and intentionally create space for the inward work of “cross ex-
amination.” Taking time to reflect on our personal relationship with Jesus Christ. 
It’s a time to self-examine your faith and ask has it become ritual or stagnant, have 
life circumstances caused you to question or doubt your faith, or do you find you 
are lacking in faith? 
     We are invited to a season of study, fasting, praying and self-denial ... choosing 
to take off and let go of the things that trip us up and weigh us down ... anything 
that has become a barrier in our relationship with Christ, our relationship with each 
other and our relationship with our neighbors.  
 This “cross-examination” calls us to examine whether our love and actions re-
flect what we profess to believe about the gratuitous love, humility, compassion 
and grace of God and who we profess to be as servant leaders of Jesus Christ. Are 
you a credible witness? Does the light and love of Christ shine through your life? 
     I invite you to observe a holy Lent. I invite you to a journey of surrender. I in-
vite you to surrender yourself to a journey of learning and discovery through scrip-
ture, prayer, fasting and self-denial. I invite you to be humble and courageous ... 
Being open to what God reveals to you about your personal spiritual growth, your 
connection with one another, and your relationship and ministry with your neigh-
bors.  
 I offer this prayer from Ephesians 1:17-19 (CEB) as a blessing for your journey 
of surrender: “I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, will 
give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation that makes God known to you. I pray 
that the eyes of your heart will have enough light to see what is the hope of God’s 
call, what is the richness of God’s glorious inheritance among believers, and what 
is the overwhelming greatness of God’s power that is working among us believ-
ers.” 

~ Jeremiah 29:11-13 

mailto:d1k2u3@outlook.com
mailto:d1k2u3@outlook.com
https://eocumcnews.com/2020/02/18/church-serves-as-first-responder-to-community-servicemen-and-women/
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Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors… The People of the United Methodist Church 

Contact Us 

Articles for the district news-

letter must be submitted by 

the 15th of each month and 

are subject to editing and 

availability.    

Mid-Ohio District Office 

410 Park Ave., W. Suite 2 

Mansfield, OH. 44906 

(419) 522-3881                          

(419) 522-5485 fax 

midohiodistrict@gmail.com 

Visit us on the web at 

www.eocumc.com/mid-ohio 

Please help us be better 

stewards of our resources 

and read the newsletter 

via email or on the web-

site and let us know to 

remove you from the 

postal mailing list.     

Thank You! 

Sunday, March 17, 2:30 - 4:30p 
@ Sunbury UMC (100 W. Cherry St., Sunbury) 

 
Teams will be established once at Sunbury UMC. We will try to make 
the teams as equal as possible. There will be a 6-8 grade division and a  
9-12 grade division.  
 

If you have questions, please call or text Mandy Rocks at 419-560-7536 
or email at mrocks@mgschools.org.  

mailto:midohiodistrict@gmail.com
http://www.eocumc.com/mid-ohio/
mailto:mrocks@mgschools.org

