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The Red Cross blood supply has dropped significantly and is at the lowest it has been at this time 

since 2015. As the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic continue to challenge the nation’s blood 

supply, donor turnout has reached the lowest levels of the year. Also, hospitals are responding to 

an atypically higher number of traumas, emergency room visits and organ transplants.  

Blood product distributions to hospitals are strong, significantly outpacing blood donations and 

the Red Cross has had less than a day’s supply of certain blood types. There is also an emergency 

need for platelets, which is the clotting portion of blood primarily given to cancer patients.   

FACTS: Every 2 seconds someone in the U.S. needs blood and/or platelets. A single car accident 

victim can require as many as 100 units of blood and approximately 36,000 units of blood are 

needed every day in the U.S. Twenty to 40% of trauma deaths that occur after hospital admission 

involve massive hemorrhaging. Blood is perishable and cannot be stockpiled. Supply can’t always 

meet demand because only about 3% of age-eligible people donate blood but one donation can 

potentially save up to three lives. 

The Red Cross is working around the clock to meet the extraordinary blood needs of hospitals 

and patients, but they can’t do it alone. All blood types are needed, particularly type O, as well as 

platelets. Trying to return to pre-pandemic activities and resume travel to visit loved ones for the 

holidays, people are reminded about the needs of patients and the power so many of us have to 

help save lives.  

GIVE BLOOD OR PLATELETS TODAY and 

schedule an appointment as soon as possible by 

downloading the Red Cross Blood Donor App, 

visiting RedCrossBlood.org or by calling 1-800-

RED-CROSS (1-800-733-2767).  

https://www.eocumc.com/mid-ohio/
https://www.redcrossblood.org/blood-donor-app.html
https://www.redcrossblood.org/
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HealthFlex Benefits Enrollment                
Nov. 3 - Nov. 18 

 
 
The enrollment window for HealthFlex 2022 ben-
efits opens Wednesday, November 3 and closes 
Thursday, November 18. Enrollment resources 
can be found on participants’ personal Wespath 
Benefits Access account and on the Health Bene-
fits page of the Conference website.  
 

HealthFlex is more than a health insurance plan. It’s a comprehensive approach to healthier liv-
ing -  an integrated, wellness-driven health program offered through Wespath Benefits & In-
vestments, a general agency of The United Methodist Church. Pastors appointed at 75% time or 
more are eligible for HealthFlex benefits, as are lay employees of local churches and district 
offices who work at least 30 hours per week. To sponsor HealthFlex for lay employees a 
HealthFlex sub-adoption agreement must be completed by the employer.  
 

Learn what’s new for HealthFlex in 2022 

Youth Leaders Network 
 
Mid-Ohio Area Youth Leaders Network is meeting 
at 10:00 a.m. on the third Thursdays of the month at 
Three Bean Coffee House: 125 Harding Way E, 
Galion.  
 
All who work with young people are welcomed, 
volunteers and paid staff. There is no agenda, and 
we’ll be talking about trends in ministry, how God 
is blessing ministries and where we have difficul-
ties. If you cannot make this day or time and are in-
terested in connecting with other leaders, please 
email Kaye Wolfinger: kayew@eocumc.com.  

2022 Budget & Year-End Reports 

Friendly reminder that the 2022 Budgets are due to the District Office no later than December 1, 2021. 

Also, to all clergy and those that work on year-end reporting the reports WILL NOT be submitted in 

Ezra. GCFA is working on releasing a new system that will be utilized conference wide. Once it is re-

leased, Brenda Vaccaro will be training district staff and all churches on the new system. It is highly 

encouraged that blank forms or copies of last years reports are printed since the new system will be re-

quiring the same information. That way when the books are closed in December, you will be prepared. 

More information will be shared when it is available.  

Health Benefits 

https://www.eocumc.com/health-benefits/index.html
mailto:kayew@eocumc.com
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Advent, which comes from the Latin word adventus meaning 
“coming” or “visit,” begins this year on November 28 and ends on 
Christmas Eve. The church liturgical year begins with the season of 
Advent. During this time, we remember the Jews longing for a 
Messiah as we anticipate and prepare for the coming of Christ. 
Even as we look back and celebrate the birth of Jesus in a humble 
stable in Bethlehem, we also look forward anticipating the second 
coming of Christ as the fulfillment of all that was promised by his 
first coming.  
 
Learn about and download the UM Discipleship Ministries Advent 
candle lighting liturgy and view and purchase Advent resources 
from the General Commission on Religion & Race.  
 

An Advent Journey with Zoe Empowers Mission 
Meeting Jesus through the  

transformed lives of  
orphaned and vulnerable children 

 
Zoe Empowers is a United Methodist “mission done right” that 
empowers orphaned and vulnerable children to lift themselves 
out of extreme poverty in three years. The ministry is offering an      
inspiring resource for traveling through the season of Advent in 
which we prepare to truly welcome the Savior at Christmas and 
beyond. The Advent guide and videos are meant for use by individuals and families as a devotional, or 
by small groups, youth groups, or Sunday School classes of any age. Each session includes scripture, 
meditations, prayer, and some live links to video reports from Zoe Empowers groups in one of the   
seven countries where Zoe is at work: Rwanda, Kenya, Malawi, Tanzania, Liberia, Zimbabwe, and  
India. In this way you will meet some of the Zoe young people and hear their stories of transformation 
first-hand.  Learn more and download the Advent Resource. 

Season of                                  

Advent Begins                         

November 28 

Midwest Mission Christmas Collection - November 29-December 5 

This Christmas, East Ohio Missions is encouraging all Conference churches to support the Midwest 

Mission Distribution Center (MMDC) United Methodist Committee of Relief (UMCOR) collection 

drive. Many charitable organizations vie for our attention during this time of year. While their inten-

tions may be good, EOCUMC Missions seek to develop relationships that are healthy and seek justice 

for the recipients. Giving through the MMDC is an opportunity within our UMC connection to give in 

healthy and appropriate ways. Please collect items for MMDC and then bring to the drop-off site closet 

to you the week of Nov 29-Dec 5. Your Christmas donations will go to either Haiti, Guatemala, Hon-

duras, Jamaica, or El Salvador to children 

living in orphanages. If you can’t collect 

items, you can make a financial donation to 

MMDC using Conference Fund 9944. Learn 

more about what items are needed and where 

the collection sites are located here. Thank 

you for showing God’s Love in this way. 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/articles/advent-candle-lighting-liturgy-2021
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/articles/advent-candle-lighting-liturgy-2021
https://www.r2hub.org/premium-resources/p/advent2021
https://www.r2hub.org/premium-resources/p/advent2021
https://www.eocumc.com/missions/_pdf/ZoeEmpowersAdvent21.pdf
https://www.midwestmission.org/
https://www.midwestmission.org/
https://umcmission.org/umcor/
https://www.eocumc.com/missions/training.html
https://www.eocumc.com/missions/training.html
https://www.eocumc.com/missions/training.html
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Contact Us 

Articles for the district news-

letter must be submitted by 

the 15th of each month and 

are subject to editing and 

availability.    

Mid-Ohio District Office 

410 Park Ave., W. Suite 2 

Mansfield, OH. 44906 

(419) 522-3881                          

(419) 522-5485 fax 

midohiodistrict@gmail.com 

Visit us on the web at 

www.eocumc.com/mid-ohio 

Please help us be better 

stewards of our resources 

and read the newsletter 

via email or on the web-

site and let us know to 

remove you from the 

postal mailing list.     

Thank You! 

Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors… The People of the United Methodist Church 

Teach * Reach * Bless 
Building a New Residence Hall for Female Africa University Students 

 

The East Ohio Conference Teach * Reach * Bless campaign needs to 
collect only $337,616 to reach our goal of collecting the needed $1.5 
million to build and furnish a new residence hall for female students at 
Africa University. The new hall is needed because increasing enrollment 
at Africa University and a lack of on-campus housing means that some 
students commute from remote areas and find affordable off-campus 
housing, putting female students at risk of living in and being subjected 
to untenable situations.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A challenge gift from Rev. Bill & Marty McFadden will add $1 to every 
$3 collected in 2021. This means that if the campaign collects $253,212, 
the resulting challenge gift from the amount of $84,404 will put us at our 
goal of collecting $1.5 million.  Donate to Teach * Reach * Bless 

mailto:midohiodistrict@gmail.com
http://www.eocumc.com/mid-ohio/
https://www.eocumc.com/teachreachbless/donate.html

