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Notes from Nancy 

President: Nancy Burdsall    
 Greetings to you, United Methodist Women in Mission,  Mid-Ohio District. 

 This is the year to celebrate 150 years as a women's missionary organization.  "It 
was on March 23, 1869, eight women gathered at Tremont Methodist Episcopal Church 
in Boston, Massachusetts, and organized the Woman's Foreign Missionary Society---
what would later become United Methodist Women."(p. 79 of United Methodist 
Women Program Book 2018-2019 Sisterhood of Grace) 

 I hope you noticed that there were only eight women who met to establish a 
missionary society.  They sent out two women:  a doctor, Clara Swain, and a teacher, 
Isabella Thoburn to India.  Isabella Thoburn was the first non-medical single woman 
sent out to the mission field by women. 

 I know most of you may think a small group is too small to continue to support 
United Methodist Women.  If your group is small in number, I hope you will rethink 
and possibly think of your group differently.  At Shelby First, they still meet and 
contribute even though there is no named president.  They have an elected secretary 
and treasurer.  They help missions locally, but also support missions far and wide 
through the pledge to United Methodist Women.  Last year Iberia met with Edison 
United Methodist Women in order to continue their mission as United Methodist 
Women.  These are two examples of different ways that small groups can remain active 
and connected to United Methodist Women.  If a small group wants to meet with your 
larger group, please welcome them and work out a way to become a cohesive unit to 
carry out the purpose.  Be ready to let others know how you have worked through 
being a smaller group.   
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 Please feel free to call a district officer to come 
to your group to talk about moving forward with a 
smaller group.  Let the district team help you with 
options and with answering questions you might have 
about United Methodist Women. 

Vice President 
              District events to Attend  

     Appreciation Brunch, officer training and 
Celebrating 150 years March 16, 2019, at 
Shelby Trinity UMC.  No registration 
necessary, but a description of  the event will 
be found on a separate sheet elsewhere in 
the newsletter. 

 
    Spring District Meeting and Program Saturday 

April 13, 2019, at Cardington First UMC, Cardington.  
Program will be presented by Judi Blanton, 
portraying Isabella Thoburn.  ( Registration form 
elsewhere in the newsletter.) 

      Looking Ahead: Fall Retreat September 14, 2019, 
at Chesterville UMC, SR 95 in Chesterville, east of  
I-71. 

For all meetings:  Registration at 9:30, 
program at 10:00.  Registration forms 
elsewhere in this newsletter for spring 
meetings.  Additionally,  paper copies of 
registration forms will be mailed to 
presidents of local organizations or Vice 
Presidents if there is no President. 
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  2019   Officer Team 

President:  Nancy Burdsall 

Vice President:  Open 

Secretary:  Linda Fritz 

Treasurer:  Cathy Broome 

Program Resources:  Kathy Purvis 

Communicator Editor:  Open 

Spiritual Growth:  Diane Harding 

Social Action:  Dixie Lee Stineman 

Membership, Nurture & Outreach: 
Amy Barr 

Education and Interpretation Laurie 
McMahan 

Nominating Committee:  Chairman- 
Terri Plutko 

  Committee Members:  TBA 

Historian:  Eleanor Dixon-Wade  

• Important Dates 

Brunch, Officer training and 
Celebration of 150 years of UMW 
Saturday March 16, 2019, at Shelby 
Trinity UMC 

Spring District meeting and program 
Saturday April 13, 2019, at 
Cardington First UMC.  Judi Blanton 
portraying Isabella Thoburn 

Mid-Ohio District Retreat, 
September 14, 2019, at Chesterville 
UUMC  

Fall district meeting and program, 
October 12, 2019 at Bucyrus 
Woodlawn UMC 

Annual Celebration October 25-26, 
2019. 
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Secretary:  Linda Fritz 

I was born and raised in Morrow County, am a  graduate of The Ohio State 
University, and am retired from the US Postal Service.  During my thirty nine 
year career, I worked at the Columbus OH Processing Center, was a Federal 
Law Enforcement Officer / Postal Inspector in Chicago, and was a manager of 
logistics and distribution for the Central Region (13 states) in Chicago as well 
as the Southeast Area (5 states) in Atlanta and Memphis.  In 2007 I retired and 
returned to Ohio in 2009 to help care for my mother.  I currently live in Mount 
Vernon, but continue to attend the church I was raised in - Harmony Chapel 
UMC.  I am a member of Harmony Chapel and president of their UMW.

Treasurer:  Cathy Broome

Dear Mid-Ohio District Treasurers, 
          BREAKING NEWS! 
          Cathy Broome has agreed to be the treasurer for 2019, subject to election at the 
spring district meeting and program, April 13, 2019.  You will send pledges and other 
mission monies to Cathy Broome; 277 County Road 2000;  Jeromesville, OH 44840.  
Registration forms and money for Spring and Fall District programs will be sent to 
Nancy Burdsall; 1298 Twp. Rd. 229; Cardington, OH 43315.  The mission team is 
happy to welcome Cathy as treasurer.  Previously, Cathy was the Administrative 
Assistant to the District Superintendent for the Mid-Ohio District United Methodist 
Church. 
 Psalms 119: 29 reminds us to: “Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; His  
love endures forever.” 

  
Nominations:  Chair:  Terri Plutko.

      Thank you to all who have agreed to serve as an officer for the Mid-Ohio District UMW 
Mission Team.  After the fall meeting and election,  four ladies have agreed to serve as a member 
of the officer team for Mid-Ohio UMW.  The officer team has approved them for the offices and 
they will be duly elected and installed at the spring district meeting.  They are Amy Barr, 
Membership, Nurture and Outreach, Laurie McMahan, Education and Interpretation and Cathy 
Broome, treasurer.

The Nominating Committee needs committee members to help us contact and nurture 
prospective district officers.  Please consider volunteering to be on the committee.
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Program Resources:  Kathy Purvis   
     
    Hello United Methodist Women!!! 
I am excited and blessed to be your New 2019 Program Resource Officer and to CELEBRATE 
150 Years of UMW!!!  Please feel free to call or text me @ 740-225-2247 or my e-mail: 
purvis3863@hotmail.com with any questions or concerns regarding our Online Reading Program.  
The NEW Online Reading Program offers outstanding resources to deepen our spirituality and 
understand our mission work.  

To tell you a little about myself...my name is Kathy Purvis and I am married to Kenny.  We have 
two grown sons, Kyle and Klay along with our two dogs, Clyde and Sadie Mae.  Klay is married to 
a wonderful girl, Austin and Kyle is getting married to Alyssa this coming September...blessed for 
the additions to our growing family!  We have lived in Marion County for over 30 years, been a 
member of Marion Salem UMC since 1992 as well as a member of United Methodist Women for 
18 years.  I love travel, reading and crafts...always willing to learn something new!  

I have held several non-profit positions such as Treasurer for Habitat for Humanity and Treasurer 
for Marion Salem UM Church.  I am presently the Resource Program Officer  for our local 
UMW and I love to show God’s Love to those around me.  I am looking forward to the District 
Program Resource Position!!!
The Online Reading Program can be found on the following website:  
www.umwmissionresources.org which will give you the latest news and resources by category.  A 
reminder for Local Program Resource Officers who order materials, “The Sampler” which is a 5 
Key Resources Packet will expire APRIL 2019...only $40.00...order soon!!!  

If you are not sure about ordering online, you can also call the Customer Service Number at 
800-305-9857 to place your order.  I’m anxious to see everyone at the March 16th District 
Meeting!  Happy Reading and many blessings for 2019!!!  

God Bless and Happy Reading for A Happy New Year!!!
Kathy

Social Action:  Dixie Lee Stineman.
   
2019 ushers in a new Social Action chair.
Most recently I have led the devotions at our district meetings, this year I will head up our Social 
Action committee.
The Response magazine is an excellent resource for United Methodist Women to research what 
our leaders are focused on concerning social actions we could become involved in.
Marsha Burden our previous chair is giving me the information from past years, so there will be a 
cohesive transfer of data.
Some ideas come to mind that you all may or may not be working towards.
Being a creative, supportive community for other women, rather than the chaotic events  that 
many face, with low wages, shortage of food, decent safe housing, lack of job training.
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We have within us a desire to give all peoples hope for a better more love filled life.
We can make a difference as our fore mothers did!
Dixie Lee Stineman

Spiritual Growth:  Diane Harding

         The annual retreat will be held Saturday September 14, 2019,  at Chesterville UMC, 115 E. 
Sandusky Street, Chesterville, OH 43317.  It is on SR 95, a few miles east of I- 71.  10 am - 12 pm.  
Bring a lunch and  share in fellowship after the retreat.  

     A Devotional by Diane Harding

He Is The Potter; We Are His Clay
It's the beginning of February, and most of us find it hard at this time to continue with our New Year's 
Resolutions.  We have either already given up, or may be having a difficult time keeping them. 

Fortunately for us, God does not give up.  He doesn't put us aside, or complain that it's too difficult to 
deal with us.  He continues to be there for us always.

Sometimes we need to let him mold us into the person he wants us to be.  

Think about the gifts and special abilities God has given you.  We should remember to use these 
gifts to honor the One who gave them to us.  

If your gift is music, maybe you can reach others with your music.  If your gift is being a prayer 
warrior, maybe you can prayer a little longer each day.  We have so many gifts, so many options and 
nothing is impossible with God as our Savior.

This past Christmas season,  I was at a local pharmacy one evening, when a well-dressed 
gentleman came up to me.  I was a little leery, talking to a man that I didn't know.  He proceeded to 
tell me that this was a difficult time for him as he had lost his wife, brother, and an eighteen year old 
son.  He asked if I had any advice to give him.  I thought for a moment but all I could say was, "Have 
you ever thought of talking to someone, like a therapist?"  I really wanted to help this gentleman.  It 
was a logical answer, but there was a better one.

Like I said, I wasn't really comfortable talking to a man I had never met.  As he turned to walk away, 
he called over his shoulder, "There's no therapist in the Bible."

I stood there, speechless.  It was at this time that I realized I had missed an opportunity to  lead 
someone closer to God.  Maybe because of my discomfort, I had not been thinking clearly. 

Three things came to mind as I walked to my car after leaving the store.  One was, if he 
already had the answer, why did he ask the question?  Was God humbling me and showing 
me that I need to be more alert?  Give a little more, think of Him a little more, make sure I'm 
being the person, he has molded me to be.  The second thought was that there is a therapist 
in the Bible, namely God. Who better to talk to when we are most in need?  There is no one 
else that cares for us more than he does.  And the third and final thought was that God is the 
answer to every question.  I know after this experience, I won't soon forget.
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Do I have any advice?  God is the answer.  We need to be alert enough to recognize that God may 
put us in someone else's path, to reach out to them.  Remember him in everything you do.  Be the 
person he created you to be.

Let him be your potter.  You should be his clay.

Diane Harding
02/01

Membership, Nurture and Outreach:  Amy Barr

        Hi! I’m Amy Barr, and I’m happy to be joining the district leadership team as Membership, 
Nurture and Outreach Coordinator. I’ve been attending Trinity UMC in Mt. Gilead my whole 
life, and have been a member for 20 years. I have been married to my husband, Jeremy, for nearly 
13 years, and we have a 7 year-old daughter, Carolyn. I work as a child-care provider in the 
Columbus area, and am active in my local UMW unit, chancel choir, am a Sunday school teacher. 
I’m also a founding member of Morrow Little Theatre, a community theatre group. I led an 
Advent study using the book “Loving My Actual Christmas,” and plan to do another one using 
“Loving My Actual Life,” both by Alexandra Kuykendall.

Education and Interpretation for Missions:  Laurie McMahan
     Laurie McMahan is married to Jerry.  They have six grandkids, three dogs and two 
cats.  Even though Laurie really enjoyed working at the Bare Bowl in Delaware, she no 
longer works there.  "The "grands" are my job now.  (Yippee !!!)"  Laurie is secretary 
for Marion Salem UMW.  She enjoys taking the two youngest grands to Bible Study 
Fellowship on Thursdays. 
    Earlier in her life Laurie was the elementary librarian at Elgin local schools, from 
which she retired. She also previously served as Mid-Ohio District UMW Vice 
President.  We welcome Laurie back to the mission team! 

Historian: Eleanor Dixon-Wade 

        As the UMW celebrates its 150 years in mission, we are reminded of our own histories.   At the 
upcoming Training and Appreciation Brunch to be held March 16 at Shelby Trinity UMC, you are 
encouraged to share a bit of history from your local unit.  Did you have a special event this past year 
or in years past?  Do you have photos that you would like to share?  Have you kept a journal or 
scrapbook?  Please bring any article or item with you.  Did you have an article or photo shared on the 
conference web page?  If you haven’t already shared your UMW Sunday bulletin or a Mother/
Daughter program, please bring those too.  We look forward to seeing you in March and hearing your 
stories. 
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                              An Invitation to the         

        Officer Appreciation Brunch and Training#
     Saturday March 16, 2019

                        Shelby Trinity UMC
   209 East Main Street; Shelby, OH 44875*

       Registration 9:30 am
        Brunch and program 10:00 am

RSVP  (to help with planning)
burdsalln@gmail.com  419-864-4685

          (N. Burdsall)
lfritz56@yahoo.com     740-397-4547  (lower case L 

is first letter of email)
 (Linda Fritz, sec.)

#Birthday party!!  We will celebrate the 150 years of UMW and its 
predecessor organization.  If you can, bring something to share about your local 
unit (past, present or future).  You might bring a story, a scrapbook, an article, a 
picture or something else to share.  

* Shelby has two United Methodist churches.  Trinity is NOT the one in the 
downtown area.  It is east on Main Street, SR 96.   
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              2019 Mid-Ohio District UMW Officers                 
              

   Rev. 2/2/19  
OFFICER   NAME                       ADDRESS          CITY            ZIP CODE               PHONE 
President     Nancy Burdsall              1298 Township Road 229  Cardington  43315    
                    419-864-4685 (c) 740-360-7454   burdsalln@gmail.com 
                         
Vice-President     Open Position   

Secretary            Linda Fritz                   83 Woodlake Trail Mt. Vernon       43050            
        740-397-4547 Lfritz56@yahoo.com 
Treasurer             Cathy Broome*       277 County Rd. 2000; Jeromesville, OH 44840  
          419-368-3304     broomeswept@gmail.com  
Program Resource     Kathy Purvis  3863 Marion Williiamsport Rd. E.; Caledonia  43314      
       740-225-2247   purvis3863@hotmail.com
               
Spiritual Growth      Diane Harding 324 Hopley Avenue   Bucyrus    44820-2709  
      419-617-5625  dianeharding12@gmail.com 
         
Education &   Laurie McMahan*           2775 Kreis Rd. Marion  43302              
Interpretation      740-225-1440  laurel_mgm@hotmail.com 
               
Membership, Nurture,         Amy Barr*      176 Union Street      Mt. Gilead   43338          
and Outreach     937-241-2266  amy2884@yahoo.com 
                                                       
Social Action   Dixie Lee Stineman 2466 Spore Brandywine Rd. Bucyrus 44820-9031   
      419-569-9200            stine44820@gmail.com 
Communication    Position open at this  time 
Historian Eleanor Dixon-Wade         1157 Sunset Blvd.  Mansfield    44907              
      419-709-0169          Edixonwade@gmail.com  
Nominations  
Committee Chair         Terri Plutko    1121 Clayburg Rd. #33     Greenwich     44837                 
        419-554-1579      
Committee Members  Open Positions 
       
       
*  To be elected in April 2019       
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How to prepare stamps: 
  If you cut the stamps out, trim stamps well away from perforated edge (leave at least 
1/4 inch margin around stamp).  You do NOT need the postmark attached.  Stamps 
with damaged perforations are not useable. 

What to send: 
  1.  United States All stamps:  (EXCEPT  NO: U.S. Flags, Love and Christmas) 
         Pre-1920s Stamps 
  2.  All Foreign Stamps 
  3.  All unused U.S. Stamps   
  4.  Stamp Collections 

Do NOT send embossed or prepaid stamps, any metered postage or preprinted 
envelopes. 

How to prepare stamps: 
  If you cut the stamps out, trim stamps well away from perforated edge (leave at least 
1/4 inch margin around stamp).  You do NOT need the postmark attached.  Stamps 
with damaged perforations or less than ¼ inch margin are not useable. 

NOTE: 
  Please do not just pull stamps off the envelopes.  This almost always results in thin 
spots and renders the stamp worthless.  Avoid stapling as even the tiniest hole ruins the 
stamp.  Do NOT fasten together with paper clips or rubber bands. 

  Please do not soak the stamps off the envelopes. 

You may bring the stamps to the Spring or Fall Mid-Ohio District United Methodist Women's 
meetings.  They are sent to the Alliance Stamp Ministry in Fort Myers, Florida.  The income from 
their sale goes to support preparation, publication and distribution to a Spanish language curriculum 
for Sunday Schools in Spanish speaking countries in Latin America, Spain and even the USA.  

Or stamps may be sent to:                        If you would not buy it, don’t send it. 
Judy McFarlin 
118 Co. Rd. 2575 
Lakeville, OH 44638-9608         Phone:  419-827-2123    Thanks!      Feb. 2019 
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                                   MID-OHIO DISTRICT SPRING MEETING 
    Cardington First;  300 South Marion Street; Cardington, OH 43315 
                Saturday, April 13, 2019 
                Registration beginning at 9:30    Program at 10:00 
             Continental breakfast items 
            REGISTRATION FORM          DEADLINE:  April 8, 2019 

Name:________________________________________  

Church:________________________________________ Phone_______________________ 

Address:  _____________________________________    City and zip__________________ 

Number of Adults ________________ x $3.00.  There is no lunch to be served.  A Subway is 
located about one block from the church.  A local dairy queen, Suzi Q, and a local deli, The 
Cardington Market, are also in town.  Your registration covers costs incurred by the District 
Mission Team for the program. 

# of children requiring child care ________________________________ 

Make checks payable to Mid Ohio United Methodist Women 

Send registration and checks to:    Nancy Burdsall, Mid-Ohio President; 1298 Twp. Road 229; 
Cardington, Ohio 43315. 
*Directions to Cardington First: The church is located at 300 South Marion Street, Cardington.  
State Route 529 and US Rt 42 meet in Cardington,  The church is two blocks south of the intersection.  
Use the parking lot off South Marion St.  Use the door with the red canopy. 

The program for the day will include a portrayal of Isabella Thoburn by Judi 
Blanton.  Judi is from Bellaire, Oh.  She attends Thoburn  UMC in St. Clairsville, 
Oh.  
A memorial service will be held to honor our members who passed in 2018.  The resource room 
will be available to preview some materials for programming.  But nothing to purchase at the 
site.  Second Mile giving items will be accepted.  The meeting will include recognition of local 
organization goals attained in 2018.  We will conclude with a Communion Service. 
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Paper copies of this form, scholarship application, youth and child registrations forms will be in 
the President's packet given out at the spring district meeting at Cardington First. 
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United Methodist Women Purpose 
The organized unit of United Methodist Women shall be a 
community of women whose purpose is to know God and 
to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus 
Christ; to develop a creative, supportive fellowship; and 
to expand concepts of mission through participation in 
the global ministries of the church. 
  
The Vision 
Turning faith, hope and love into action on behalf of women, 
children and youth around the world.

 Important Dates 
 March 16, 2019   Officer Appreciation and Training Brunch 
 April 13, Spring District meeting; Registration deadline April 8 
 July 19-21  Mission U, One day Sampler July 19, Registration deadline                   
 June 1, for lowest cost (Forms in President packet at Spring Meeting) 
 September 14, Retreat 
 October 12    Fall District meeting 
 October 25 and 26   Annual Celebration location in Canal District TBA 
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