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Note to Teachers, Parents, and Caregivers,

This unit was designed to provide an introductory look at refugees and global migrants who have 
arrived in eastern Ohio in recent years. It is a Sunday school curriculum (ages 6-12) arranged in 
three lessons, one per Sunday, to take place at a time of your choice in conjunction with Global 
Migration Sunday or at other times of your choice during the year. Because of developmental 
differences, the concepts, books, and activities explored in each of the three lessons may differ 
slightly among age groups. In addition, the curriculum can also be used in multi-age Sunday 
school classes, small groups, or family environments. Please note, as in any Sunday school 
curriculum or family guide, the adult is not expected to complete all the activities with the 
children but utilize them as will best fit your circumstances.

The format of each lesson includes:

• Objectives. These are pertinent to each age group.

• Supplies. These might include specific book titles and/or equipment, i.e., a computer, to project
online stories, pictures, or maps.

• Introduction and Bible Memory Verses. Please encourage the child(ren) to learn the Bible verse and
see how it relates to the information shared on that specific day.

• Story Excerpt(s) and Discussion. The stories have been chosen carefully for each grade level. Some
excerpts are reprinted with permission from the authors. Specific book titles can also be easily
obtained through your local libraries, book distributors, or read-aloud versions which are available
online. Scripted discussion questions (in bold) should also prove helpful and are listed in each lesson.
In addition, suggested photographs of key individuals, maps, and other materials will be mentioned
or are included in the unit’s appendix.

• Music. Simple songs are included in the lesson plans, all of which are found in The United Methodist
Hymnal. In addition, adults and children are encouraged to look for specific music from a particular
refugee’s home of origin as found on digital music services such as Spotify.

• Conclusion and Prayer. Closing statements and prayers are included. Some of these have been
developed through The United Methodist Church, including the East Oho Conference.

• Activities. Art projects, videos, role play, letter writing, service projects, etc. are opportunities to end
the lesson in creative ways. Children should be encouraged to share new information with family
members and friends.

• References and Appendix. Complete lists of books for all ages, websites, and organizations which
provide further information are spotlighted at the end of the unit. Supplementary stories and
photographs of local refuges are also included after the three lessons. In addition, a link to a full
worship service for Global Migration World Sunday, as created by Deacons from the East Ohio
Conference, is found in its entirety.

Corinne R. Dunn, M.Ed., M.A.
Diversity Learning Consultant/Trainer
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Teacher/Adult Code for Lesson Plans
• Lesson number and suggested age group(s) are shown at the top of the first page of
each lesson in bold. Material for ages 9-12 only is color-coded red.

• Themes explored in the lesson are at the top of the first page of each lesson in bold.

• Sentences highlighted in bold are scripted words of important information to be
shared by the adult.

• Sentences in italics are suggested questions (and answers) which can be posted by the
adult or read by an older student.

• Lesson objectives and supplies are on the first page of each lesson.

Special Thanks

Sincere thanks to the following individuals who assisted in the creation of this curriculum by 
providing refugee voices and first-hand knowledge of the needs of our refugees and global 
migrants in the East Ohio Conference of The United Methodist Church. Your commitment and 
dedication are truly appreciated. 

Rev. Kathy Dickriede – Connectional Ministries office Missions & Community Engagement 
director

Rev. David Hull-Frye – Grandview UMC pastor

William Fenton-Jones – Connectional Ministries office Multicultural Ministries director

Rev. Gary Jones – Connectional Ministries office Spiritual Formation & Christian Education 
director

Alison Klocker – Nehemiah Mission executive director

Rev. William McFadden – Retired Elder

Rev. Michael Parisher – Deacon serving at Nehemiah Mission

Becky Trout Ashenfelter – Refugee Response Corner65 director

Our featured, global migrants from Congo, Sudan, Tanzania, Ukraine, and throughout the world!

From the offices of Multicultural Ministries and Missions & Community Engagement
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Dear Reader, 

Our prayer is that you have been on this journey with us as we seek to see all of God’s children around 
us in the East Ohio Conference. The All in God’s Image study guides are intended to be a resource for 
United Methodists, churches, friends, families, and community members to begin a journey of 
self-learning and of seeking the voices of immigrant and refugee communities around us. The 
material in this guide features those who are new neighbors, authors and experts, and a perspective 
that we hope will educate readers and center refugee and immigrant voices in your life. 

While ideally resources like this would be written and compiled by the community and persons 
represented in this guide, there is important work to be done by United Methodists to educate 
themselves. Authors like Ta-Nehisi Coates and others in the anti-racism movement acknowledge the 
difficult work of centering voices of Black, Indigenous, and People of Color (BIPOC), and of members 
of dominant groups learning for themselves without relying or putting the work on BIPOC and 
non-dominant group individuals. This guide is in that space. This is work in which the predominantly 
white organization of The United Methodist Church needs to participate. 

We also recognize that this work is not just about learning facts or history. We have a responsibility to 
be in relationship with the refugee and immigrant communities around us, real people with faces 
and names, to hear their stories and perspective. The United Methodist Church also has a place in the 
story (both good and bad) and this guide is a starting place to help you consider your place in the 
story. There is much repair, repentance, and restorative work to be done that simply cannot be 
accomplished in a study guide. 

This guide is a starting place. Cited resources featured in this guide are paths and opportunities to 
take you further. As demonstrated in this guide, we highly encourage you to continue to seek the 
voices of refugees and immigrants in your community and to nurture relationships with them. Our 
prayer is that this guide will be meaningful for your sunday school class, family, or small group. If you 
have any questions or concerns about this guide, please e-mail Will Fenton-Jones at 
willj@eocumc.com, so that we may continue to be in dialogue with one another – and know that the 
Connectional Ministries office team is available to resource you with materials necessary to ensure 
successful use of this guide.

In Christ, 

Rev. Kathy Dickriede, Connectional Ministries office Missions & Community Engagement director 
Will Fenton-Jones, Connectional Ministries office Multicultural Ministries director

mailto:willj@eocumc.com
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Week 1 Lesson Plan

Theme: Leaving Home Unexpectedly 
Suggested Age Groups: Ages 6-12 (Note: Ages 9-12 only are color-coded red.)

Objective(s): By the end of the lesson, the Sunday school participant and/or family member will:

• demonstrate understanding of key terms: refugees, migrants, internally displaced
people, and asylum-seekers.

• using a world map, identify the countries from which refugees have arrived in the East
Ohio Conference (Afghanistan, Somalia, Congo, Uganda, Burkina Faso, Nepal, Syria, and
Ukraine)

• list reasons why people might leave their country unexpectedly (some type of danger,
other individuals treating them badly, violence, war, and persecution.)

• define what is meant by a refugee camp. Show photos of children residing in refugee
camps around the world. (See online resources and websites for pictures.)

• identify types of items that people might bring if forced to leave home unexpectedly.

Supplies:

• Suggested book titles as obtained from local libraries, book distributors, and/or on online
read-aloud versions (see reference list). Optional books: Counting Kindness: Ten Ways for
Welcoming Refugees by Hollis Kurman; My New Home After Iraq by Ellen Rodger; and
Other Words for Home by Jasmine Warga

• Online pictures depicting the Holy Family’s exodus to Egypt as refugees

• Large, paper world map which can be displayed over the next three weeks. Sticky dots to
mark countries from which refugees have arrived in the East Ohio Conference. If needed,
a large world map can be obtained by contacting Will Fenton-Jones at
willj@eocumc.com. Individual world maps for ages 9-12 plus markers.

• Computer or other device with screen large enough to be viewed by children (for use all
month)

• Crayons or markers which include black and brown colors (for use all month)

• Construction paper and computer paper plus scissors, glue sticks, and stickers (for use all
month)

• Bible(s)

• The United Methodist Hymnal

• Assorted items which children can “choose” to take with them when leaving
unexpectedly (photo, book, Bible, cell phone, pet, game, doll, stuffed animal, pillow,
jewelry, etc.)

• Handout: Words Matter – Summary Table (See downloadable materials at end of guide.)

mailto:willj@eocumc.com
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Lesson Format:   

 • Introduction (including Bible memory verse): Apply this verse to the lessons as we 
   welcome refugees and migrants to our area. Ask children to memorize this verse in the 
   week to come. Matthew 25:35 (CEB): “I was hungry and you gave me food to eat. I 
   was thirsty and you gave me a drink. I was a stranger and you welcomed me.”

   Discuss that we will be spending time over the next few weeks learning about 
   refugees and migrants who have arrived in eastern Ohio from all parts of the world. 
   Refugees are people of all ages who have had to leave their country often because 
   of great danger such as war or persecution. They cannot return to their country 
   because they would be in danger. Migrants are also individuals of all ages who have 
   had to leave their country for other reasons [such as famine, disease, hunger] and 
   could return if there was no longer danger. Internally displaced persons still live in 
   their countries but have been forced to leave their homes because of violence or 
   persecution. They cannot return to their homes because of great danger but are still 
   under the country’s laws. [There are presently people still living in Ukraine who are 
   displaced because of the war.] Asylum-seekers are people who have left their 
   county for some unclear reasons and may return depending on outcome procedure. 
   Adults: See handout entitled “Words Matter-Summary Table* (produced by UNHCR) 
   which is located in the downloadable materials at the end of this unit.*

   [*Material adapted with some changes with permission from UNHCR, UN Refugee Agency, (Teaching 
   About Refugees), “Words Matter,” ©2021.]

   Spotlight the world map on the wall. There are many refugees and migrants who have 
   left their countries and traveled to other parts of the world for safety. There are 
   100,000,000 individuals worldwide who can no longer stay in their home countries. 
   Right here in the East Ohio Conference of The United Methodist Church, we now 
   have refugees and migrants who are living among us. Let’s see if we can find their 
   countries on the map. (Younger children can place a sticky dot on the map and/or older 
   children can put a dot on individual maps using a marker.)

   Afghanistan

   East African Countries (Somalia)

   French-speaking African Countries (Congo, Burkina Faso, and Uganda)

   Nepal

   Syria

   Ukraine

   We will look at the map often as we talk about the stories of refugees and global 
   migrants of all ages.
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• Bible Story Excerpt and Discussion: One of the most known refugee stories is in the Bible.
The story, found in Matthew 2: 13-15 (CEB), tells how Mary and Joseph were forced, with
the Baby Jesus, to leave the place Jesus was born, Bethlehem. (Show picture
interpretation of the Holy Family.) It says: “When the magi had departed, an angel from
the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Get up. Take the child and his
mother and escape to Egypt. Stay there until I tell you, for Herod will soon search for
the child in order to kill [harm] him. Joseph got up and, during the night, took the child
and his mother to Egypt. He stayed there until Herod had died.”

Let’s see where Bethlehem is located on our map and trace their route to Egypt. How do
you think Mary and Joseph felt when they had to awaken in the middle of the night and
leave their home with Baby Jesus? (Surprised, rushed, scared, etc.) What qualities did they
show when taking Jesus to Egypt? (bravery, love, determination, trust in God)

  What are some reasons that a place could get so scary that you and your family would 
  have to leave and find a safe new home? (a bad storm or flood, mean people, no home, 
  nothing to eat, etc.) Tell a story about when you felt very afraid – and what (and who) 
  made you feel better. *

• Selection and Activity: Zainab, a girl who had to leave Iraq, talks about her experience as
a refugee in the book, My New Home After Iraq by Ellen Rodger. “I had never been on
an airplane before we came to the United States. It was very exciting and scary. I felt
like a bird flying away to freedom! ... We did not bring a lot with us to the United States.
Before we lived in Jordan, we had already left everything behind in Iraq. We could not
go back to say goodbye to our family in Iraq. This made Ummi [her mother] very sad.
She said coming to the United States was for us children. It was to save our lives and to
give us a home in which we could be safe.” (p. 8) **

Take five minutes to think of the bravest thing you have ever done. Write down what
you did on a piece of paper in about five lines, including why it took courage or was a
little bit scary. Fold up your paper and put all the papers together in a cup or hat.
Everyone takes turns picking one out and reading it aloud to the group. If you like, try
guessing who wrote which story. ***
[*Taken with permission from Counting Kindness: Ten Ways to Welcome Refugee Children. Kurman, Hollis
(2020). Watertown, MA: Charlesbridge Publishing, Inc.]

[**Taken with permission from My New Home After Iraq. Rodger, Ellen (2019). New York, New York: Crabtree
Publishing Company.]

[***Taken with permission from Discussion Guide for Other Words for Home by Jasmine Wenta. Guide
prepared by Autumn Allen, EdM, MA-MFA, educator, writer, and critic. Visit her online at
www.autumnallenbooks.com.]

https://www.autumnallenbooks.com/
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• Music to Hear or Sing: “Kum Ba Yah (Come by Here)” – The United Methodist Hymnal
#494—How does this song remind you of refugees and migrants? (the words “praying,”
“crying,” needs you”)

• Conclusion: Today we discovered that sometimes people, both young and old, leave
their country in search of a safer place to live. Even small children become refugees
or migrants when they must leave with their family. Next week we will learn what
life is like for these people when they arrive in a new country. Thankfully, many
churches, such as ours, are looking for ways that we can be of help. Let us join
together in prayer:

“Dear Lord Jesus, your family on earth knew the life of refugees when they fled to 
  Egypt. Bless all who seek refuge on this earth. Meet their needs for safety and for 
  home. Move the ears of your people to show them welcome. Cause wars to cease 
  and bring justice to the nations that no one will need to flee again. In your great 
  mercy, Lord, hear our prayer.”  
  [Material utilized with permission from https://www.lirs.org/prayers-immigrants-refugees]

• Extended Activity: We learned today that sometimes a refugee might have only a few
minutes to get some possessions together in a backpack or suitcase before leaving
their home, possibly forever. Why might they need to leave so quickly and
unexpectedly? (Immediate danger such as war; a car, bus, or train had only a few
minutes to transport them; they could only carry a few things, etc.)

Choose only three items from the choices given on the table (photo, book, Bible, cell
phone, pet, game, doll, stuffed animal, pillow, jewelry, etc.) and place them in a
backpack. Explain to your family or class why you chose each item.

https://www.lirs.org/prayers-immigrants-refugees
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Week 2 Lesson Plan

Themes: Difficulties in a New Country
Suggested Age Groups: Ages 6-12 (Note: Ages 9-12 only are color-coded red.)

Objective(s): By the end of the lesson, the Sunday school participant will: 

 • define the term refugee camp and detention camp as they apply to refugees and 
   migrants. 
 • state the types of problems which refugees experience when first arriving in a new 
   country. 
 • describe the experiences of refugees profiled in two United Nations High Commissioner 
   for Refugees (UNHCR) videos, “Rahf’s Story” and “Malak and Takwa’s Story”. 
 • discuss in small groups, children or youth who have settled in the East Ohio Conference 
   as refugees. (Two Ukrainian families in Elyria; Sudanese and Tanzanian middle-school 
   age refugees who enjoy time at Nehemiah Mission in Cleveland; and Neema, a young 
   adult refugee from Congo, who is a student at Cleveland State University)

Supplies:

 • Suggested book titles as obtained from local libraries, book distributors, and/or online 
   read-aloud versions (See reference list). Optional books: Counting Kindness (Ten Ways 
   for Welcoming Refugees) by Hollis Kurman; Dreamers by Yuri Morales, The Boy at the 
   Back of the Class by Enjoli Raúf; My New Home After Iraq by Ellen Rodger; and Other 
   Words for Home by Jasmine Warga.  
 • UNHCR videos 
 • Online pictures depicting Ruth’s journey as a refugee to Bethlehem. 
 • Large, paper world map which can be displayed over the next three weeks. Sticky dots to 
   mark countries from which refugees have arrived in the East Ohio Conference. If needed, 
   a large world map can be obtained by contacting Will Fenton-Jones at 
   willj@eocumc.com. Individual world maps for ages 9-12 plus markers.

 • Computer or other device with screen large enough to be viewed by children (for use all 
   month). 
 • Crayons or markers which include black and brown colors (for use all month) 
 • Construction paper and computer paper, scissors, glue sticks and stickers (for use all 
   month) 
 • Bible(s) 
 • The United Methodist Hymnal

mailto:willj@eocumc.com
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Lesson Format:

 • Introduction (including Bible memory verse): Begin the lesson by reviewing the Bible verse 
   from last week. Have individuals repeat the verse if they memorized it, Matthew 25:35 “I was 
   hungry and you gave me food to eat. I was thirsty and you gave me a drink. I was a stranger 
   and you welcomed me.” New Bible Verse—Here is another verse to memorize this week. 
   Hebrews 13: 1-3 (CEB): “Keep loving each other like family. Don’t neglect to open up your 
   homes to guests, because by doing this some have been hosts to angels without 
   knowing it.” 

   Last week, we talked about what it means to leave your country quickly and 
   unexpectedly because of danger in many forms. Let’s review some of the terms from our 
   last lesson. I will give you the meaning, and you can tell me the word: refugees, 
   migrants, internally displaced peoples, and asylum-seekers. Let’s also take a look at our 
   map(s) in order to remember the countries in which refugees have left and come to this 
   area. 

 • Bible Story Excerpt and Discussion: Another well-known story in the Bible’s Old Testament 
   tells about a refugee named Ruth. Ruth lived in the country of Moab. (Show a picture 
   interpretation of her.) Her mother-in-law, Naomi, also a widow, decided to leave Moab 
   and return to her home of Bethlehem. Ruth insisted on coming with Naomi rather than 
   staying in Moab where she was born. In Bethlehem, she met a relative of Naomi named 
   Boaz who was very kind to her and treated with her respect even though she was an 
   immigrant. Ruth said to Boaz, “How is it that I’ve found favor in your eyes, that you 
   notice me? I’m an immigrant.” Boaz responded to her, “Everything that you did for your 
   mother-in-law after your husband’s death has been reported fully to me: how you left 
   behind your father, your mother, and the land of your birth, and came to a people you 
   hadn’t known beforehand. May the Lord reward you for your deed ...” (Ruth 2:10-12.)

   Let’s trace Ruth and Naomi’s journey from Moab (now Jordan) and Bethlehem. How do 
   you think Ruth felt leaving her own country as a refugee and moving to Moab? (scared, 
   nervous, excited) What was different in her new home? (language, religion, people, type of 
   work, etc.) Besides Boaz, who else protected Ruth as a refugee? (God protected her.)

 • Extended stories and discussion: Before moving to a more permanent home, some 
   refugees live for years in camps, frequently located at the borders of nearby countries. 
   Sometimes these refugee camps are fenced in and in unpleasant surroundings. Children 
   attend school every day and then must come back to the camp to live. [Note: there are 
   excellent picture books and websites in the appendix which feature photos of refugee 
   camps to share.]
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We will now take a few minutes to see one of two short stories of modern-day refugees who 
also first lived in refugee camps before relocating. UNHCR has shared the stories on its website 
for others to see along with additional activities for children.*

“Rahf’s Story” (VIDEO EXERCISE) can be found at https://youtu.be/YanR5YlMtco. 

Where did seven-year-old Rahf live in the beginning of her life? (Syria) Why did she leave Syria? (a 
war was going on there) Where did she and her family move as refugees? (Luxembourg, a country 
in Western Europe) What was different for her in her new country? (new language, Luxembourgish; 
her father had passed away) What does she like to do in her new country? (play with her cat; karate) 
Why is her mother wearing a head covering—hijab? (The family is probably Muslim, an important 
religion in Syria and all parts of the world.)

“Malak and Takwa’s Story” (VIDEO EXERCISE) can be found at https://youtu.be/pEjzbX1QM2o. 

Why did 11-year-old Malak’s and Takwa’s father say they left Syria? (things were not good there 
[war]) The family was in a refugee camp in Jordan but after two-and-a-half years, their father was 
given the chance to move to Luxembourg, a country in western Europe. Why did he want to bring 
his family there? (better schools, and then he got a job as a karate instructor) What are some things 
that Malak and Takwa like to do in their new country? (have a rabbit as a pet, do their homework 
together, make drawings) What would they like to do when they grow up? (clothes designer and 
dentist) What do you think was hard about having to leave their country? (left friends and family, 
new language, small house for big family)

In the book, My New Home After Iraq by Ellen Rodger, we also learn that “for refugees, moving 
to a new country can be frightening. Everything is new, from the language to the money that 
people use. It takes time to adjust. In the United States, the government and groups called 
resettlement agencies help refugees when they first arrive … The workers help refugees find 
homes, schools, and doctors. They help them apply to work in the United States [and provide 
many more services]” p. 14. ** Did you know that many churches and organizations in the East 
Ohio Conference of The United Methodist Church work with resettlement agencies? In our next 
lesson, we will learn how they all help refugees!
[*Videos utilized with permission from UNHCR, UN Refugee Agency, (Teaching About Refugees), ©2021.]

[**Passage taken with permission from My New Home After Iraq. Rodger, Ellen (2019). New York, New York: Crabtree 
Publishing Company.]

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YanR5YlMtco
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pEjzbX1QM2o
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• Music to hear and/or sing: “Jesu, Jesu” – The United Methodist Hymnal #432—The name
“Jesu” is pronounced Yay-su or Jay-su and is another name for Jesus. It is interesting to
know that the tune from this song comes from the African country of Ghana. Just as we
help the refugees, the hymn tells us to help what other people in the world? (our friends, our
neighbors--rich and poor, Black and white). Why did Jesus wash the feet of His disciples? (to
show that He loves us and serves us as we should serve others). Sing the song and familiar
tune together.

• Conclusion and Prayer: In today’s lesson, we learned how difficult it is for refugees and
global migrants to arrive in a new location far away from home (different languages,
small homes, parents need jobs, missing friends and family, etc.). Even the airplane can
be scary since most have not used that type of transportation! Many organizations
around the world help these people as well as refugee resettlement agencies right here
in Ohio. What did some of the children say they liked about coming to a new country?
(beautiful land, new pets, good schools, and fun things to do like karate.) Let us pray
together for the many people who are now making new homes in different places
around the world because they cannot return home:

Prayer: “Oh God, you give justice to the weak and the orphan. Fill us with strength and
courage as we walk alongside children and families who seek welcome and comfort.
Lead us to honor the humanity of people who must flee. Lord, in your mercy, hear our
prayer.”
[Material utilized with permission from lirs.org/prayers-immigrants-refugees]

• Activity: Our Refugee Neighbors: Split the children into smaller groups. Give each group
photos and stories about refugees from a particular location now living in the East Ohio
Conference. (Note: these can be found after Lesson Three in this guide.) At short intervals,
switch pictures and stories in the groups but first, ask the groups to answer these questions:
How old are the children or youth? What country or countries are they from? When did they
come to America? Where do they live now? What difficulties do you think have they faced
here?

Now that you have learned about some of our refugee neighbors, compose a letter or
card to send to them (individual or group). You can use construction paper, computer
paper, markers, stickers—whatever you would like to show them you are happy that
they are here! (Note: the cards and letters can be sent c/o Will Fenton-Jones, Multicultural
Ministries, East Ohio Conference, 8800 Cleveland Ave. NW, North Canton, OH  44720. Please
make sure that the young peoples’ first names are listed on the card or letter.)

https://www.lirs.org/prayers-immigrants-refugees
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Week 3 Lesson Plan

Theme: How Can We Help?
Suggested Age Levels: Ages 6-12 (Note: Ages 9-12 only are highlighted in red.)

Objective(s): By the end of the lesson, the Sunday school participant will: 

• state the differences between refugees, global migrants, internally displaced people, and
asylum-seekers. (Review)

• utilizing the class map and/or individual maps, identify which countries in the world are the
original homes of refugees and global migrants now living in the East Ohio Conference.
(Review)

• name two or more services in eastern Ohio that help families who are coming to the United
States without support of family or friends.

• plan a project which can be done by your church, Sunday school class, or family to help these
individuals as they attempt to make a new life in the United States of America. (Project will
be completed during the weeks to come.)

Supplies:

• Suggested book titles as obtained from local libraries or book distributors. Optional book:
Counting Kindness (Ten Ways to Welcome Refugee Children) by Hollis Kurman.

• Materials needed for creating a class “Welcome Box” as described below as well as in
downloadable materials at end of unit.

• Crayons or markers which include black and brown colors (for use all month)

• Construction paper or computer paper, scissors, stickers, and glue sticks (for use all month)

• Computer or other device with flash drive portal (for use all month)

• Bible(s)

• The United Methodist Hymnal

• Large world map and/or individual maps. If needed, a large world map can be obtained by
contacting Will Fenton-Jones at willj@eocumc.com.

• https://eocumcnews.com/2021/12/09/the-great-commission-in-our-neighborhoods-
   churches-serving-migrant-communities-of-east-ohio/ (Article from East Ohio Conference 

  News to share with older students and families) 

mailto:willj@eocumc.com
https://eocumcnews.com/2021/12/09/the-great-commission-in-our-neighborhoods-churches-serving-migrant-communities-of-east-ohio/
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Lesson Format:

• Introduction (including Bible memory verse): Begin the lesson by reviewing the Bible verse
from last week. Have individuals repeat the verse if they memorized it: Hebrews 13:1-3. Keep
loving each other like family. Don’t neglect to open up your homes to guests, because by
doing this some have been hosts to angels without knowing it. Hebrews 13: 1-3 (CEB).

Today, our verse comes from Ephesians 1:19 (CEB): “So now you are no longer strangers
... Rather you are fellow citizens with God’s people, and you belong to God’s household.”

Over the past few lessons, we have learned about all the difficulties and adjustments
the refugees have had to go through to try and begin a new life in a new place. We also
heard the familiar stories of the Holy Family (Mary, Joseph, and Jesus) as well as Ruth
who also found themselves as refugees.

• Bible Story Excerpt and Discussion: Our final Bible story comes from the Book of Exodus
in the Old Testament. Exodus 12:40-41 (CEB). It talks about how the Israelites [or Jewish
people] were able to escape Egypt where they had been slaves for many years. Let us
hear this Bible story. “The length of time that the Israelites had lived in Egypt was four
hundred thirty years. At the end of four hundred thirty years, on that precise day, all the
Lord’s people in military formation left the land of Egypt. For all Israelites in every
generation, this same night is a time of intent watching to honor the Lord.”

  Does anyone know the name of the Israelite who God asked to lead the people out of 
  Egypt? (Moses) How long did the people wander in the wilderness as refugees? (40 years) 
  How would you feel if you were forced to wander without a real home for that many years? 
  (angry, frustrated, sad) Who helped the people survive? (God was with these refugees.)

• Lesson: Welcoming Refugees: Read the picture book, Counting Kindness (Ten Ways to
Welcome Refugee Children) by Hollis Kurman. What are your favorite ways to welcome
refugees that are mentioned in the book? (three meals, four beds, eight gift, etc.) Now we
are going to make a welcome box for refugees which we can leave in our Sunday school
class, church, or even at our schools or homes.

Refugees Welcome! Create a Welcome Box for newly arrived refugee children. What will
you put in the box? Which things might these children need or enjoy having? Think
about what you would need/want if you had just arrived in a new place where nothing is
familiar. Decorate the box in a cheerful, welcoming way. Can you also make a
welcome card? *

[*Permission to use this activity and other downloadable materials (see appendix) from Counting Kindness
(Ten Ways to Welcome Refugee Children). Text copyright ©2020 by Hollis Kurman and illustrated by BARROUX.
Used with permission by Charlesbridge Publishing Inc., 9 Galen Street, Suite 220 Watertown, MA 02472,
(617)-926-0329, www.charlesbridge.com. Permission was also given to use the website’s book cover.]

https://www.charlesbridge.com/
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• Extended Lesson: The people and organizations who help refugees. Now let’s learn about
some of the people and organizations who are helping refugees right here in the East
Ohio Conference of The United Methodist Church. This December 2021 article by
Communications Specialist Brett Hetherington was published on the East Ohio
Conference website. Let’s read the article [or duplicate it so that each child can have their
own copy which they can also take home and share with families]: https://eocumc
news.com/2021/12/09/the-great-commission-in-our-neighborhoods-churches-serving-

   migrant-communities-of-east-ohio/. How did Grandview United Methodist Church in 
  Cuyahoga Falls first welcome refugees from Nepal? (invited them to use church space for 
  their own worship services, made signs in different languages) How has the Nehemiah 
  Mission in Cleveland helped refugees from various countries including Afghanistan?  (It 
  hosts many after-school activities and adult activities including sports, language assistance, 
  meals, and tutoring; provides a storage place for donated items including food as well as a 
  space for global religious services) What group of refugees was helped by Dover United 
  Methodist Church? (Individuals from Central American communities) How did other faith 
  communities work alongside them? (set up children’s kids ministries including Vacation 
  Bible School)

• Final activity for all ages: How can WE help? How can we as a church, Sunday school class,
or individuals in a family help? (Using a dry erase board or flip chart, guide the children in
ways that we could be of help.) After their responses, add others that have been suggested
by community helpers and international organizations. (See Appendix of Materials: List of
Ways to Help Refugees and Global Migrants on page 26.) Let us, today, promise to help in
at least one of the ways we listed. We will let our pastor[s] know and let other church
members know, too. Our projects will be a way that we can bring light to refugees in our
area.

• Music to hear and/or sing: We have already learned two songs which remind us that we all
need one another, Kum Baya and Jesu. Our hymn today reminds us that we all must be
lights as we help our world and those who have been forced to leave their homes
because of war, famine, or any danger. “This Little Light of Mine” – The United Methodist
Hymnal #585. (Note: this hymn was originally an African American spiritual.)

• Conclusion and prayer. For the past three weeks we have learned so much about
refugees. We have learned how difficult it is for them to leave their home and adjust to a
new place to live. We also found out today that there are many people, centers of faith,
and organizations who are helping refugees in our area. The good news is that we can
help, too! Let us pray as I share a benediction written by the Order of Deacons in the
East Ohio Conference and Multicultural Ministries. “Thanks be to God for God’s presence
among us! We are reminded that we all live in a time of movement: from hurt to healing,
from confused to confident, and from lost to found. May we be a people who help one
another find wholeness and a sense of home. To the God who is able to guide us all back
to comfort and safety, Amen.”
[Material utilized with permission from: www.eocumc.com/globalmigrationsunday/worshipresource.html]

https://eocumcnews.com/2021/12/09/the-great-commission-in-our-neighborhoods-churches-serving-migrant-communities-of-east-ohio/
https://www.eocumc.com/globalmigrationsunday/worshipresource.html
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Our Refugee Neighbors

Cleveland-Area Middle School Students
Originally from African Countries Including Tanzania and Sudan

(Field Trip Sponsored by Nehemiah Mission in Cleveland)

It was fun visiting with many of these young men in September. We were all awaiting a delicious 
meal prepared by several church groups at the Nehemiah Mission which serves many refugees 
in the area. Three of the boys spoke to me for a few minutes. When asked what they 
remembered about their time in Africa, the boys mentioned that water was scarce for drinking 
and clothes washing. The boys remembered houses made of mud and eating a lot of rice and 
beans. 

Now that they live in America, they are thinking ahead to future jobs in computer technology, 
engineering, cooking, and athletics. One of the boys would like to be a teacher! As most children 
their age, the boys enjoy playing videogames and soccer in their spare time. They all enjoy their 
sports teams here and would appreciate donations of supplies including coolers, water bottles, 
and deodorant spray. What a lively and energetic group! (Corinne Dunn)    

*Note: Permission to conduct this interview and use this photograph was granted by Nehemiah 
Mission and/or the boys involved.
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Our Refugee Neighbors

Mike, Anastasia, and Aresenii (l-r)
Elyria Middle School Students 

Originally from Ukraine

On a September day, I joined brothers Mike and Aresenii and their friend, Anastasia, for a visit 
after school. (Their moms also joined us and Anastasia’s mom helped translate for me!) The two 
families left their home country of Ukraine in February 2022 because of war there which 
continues even today. Because they had to leave so suddenly, the children could only choose to 
bring a few things – a stuffed animal, a book, a Ukrainian Bible, and two little kittens. They wore 
many clothes because it was very cold at that time of year, and they fled first as refugees to 
Poland.

Now that the families are in the United States, the children said learning a new language is 
difficult. They are in an ESL class (English as a Second Language) in school and are meeting 
students from other countries, too. Many older adults have befriended them at Wesleyan 
Meadows in Sheffield Village and Wesleyan Village in Elyria where the families have a place to 
stay temporarily. The children were given new bikes and enjoyed swimming in the pool there 
during the summer months and have been welcomed warmly by all. (Corinne Dunn)    

*Note: Permission to conduct this interview and take photograph was granted by the parents and
children involved.
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Our Refugee Neighbors

Neema
Ohio College Student

Originally lived in DRC Congo and Uganda

I first “met” Neema through seeing her writings in the fall of 2022. Thanks to her sponsoring 
organizations, Corner65 and www.butterpear.com, both here in eastern Ohio, I read several 
autobiographical chapters depicting her early, war-torn years. Born in Congo, she enjoyed 
school and respected her mother’s aspirations for her. Tragically, that all changed when she and 
her family were forced to flee Congo and spent three years living in a refugee camp in Uganda. 
She and her growing family lived in a very small hut where she continued to try and pursue an 
education.

In 2016, her refugee experience brought her to the United States, specifically Cleveland. As a 
young person, she attended Newcomer Academy and bilingual classes. She also aspired to 
attend John Marshall High School  and she did! Now she is a freshman at Cleveland State 
University and is described by one of her mentors as “full of life.” Though learning new things 
has been a challenge, Neema is succeeding and feels it is Important to “push yourself” in life. 
This friendly, young woman (who I finally met via a Zoom call!) has a bright future ahead. 
(Corinne Dunn)    

*Note: Permission to conduct this interview and utilize this photograph was granted by the
individual involved as well as her parent. Her original writing is published by https://www.butterpear
.com/post/neema-david with permission for use given by Becky Trout Ashenfelter and Neema.

https://www.butterpear.com/
https://www.butterpear.com/post/neema-david
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Recommended Websites for Young and Old

https://www.lirs.org/talking-to-your-kids-about-the-refugee-crisis-8-activities-for-families/
(LIRS--Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service)

https://www.sesameworkshop.org/what-we-do/crisis-response (Sesame Workshop)

https://www.unhcr.org/teaching-about-refugees.html (UNHCR--United Nations High Commissioner 
for Refugees)

https://unicefkidpower.org/how-to-talk-about-refugees-with-children/ (UNICEF Kid Power)

https://www.worldvision.org/refugees-news-stories/what-is-a-refugee-facts (World Vision)

United Methodist Websites

https://eocumcnews.com/2021/12/09/the-great-commission-in-our-neighborhoods-churches-servin
g-migrant-communities-of-east-ohio/ An article featured in the December 2021 East Ohio News 
which explores how some area churches and related organizations are assisting local migrants.

https://www.eocumc.com/multi-cultural/welcomingstrangers.html “Welcoming Strangers” as 
created by Multicultural Ministries of the East Ohio Conference. Includes two helpful training videos 
(vimeo.com/611710331, vimeo.com/617980402) as produced by local refugee agencies, US Together 
and Refugee Response.

https://www.eocumc.com/globalmigrationsunday/cwsimmigrantcurriculum.html Posted curriculum 
(with permission from CWS--Church World Service) in conjunction with East Ohio Conference 
Connectional Ministries.  

https://umcmission.org/?s=refugees Articles about initiatives sponsored by Global Ministries of The 
United Methodist Church

https://umcmission.org/learn-about-us/global-migration Sponsored by Global Ministries of The 
United Methodist Church

https://www.lirs.org/talking-to-your-kids-about-the-refugee-crisis-8-activities-for-families/
https://www.sesameworkshop.org/what-we-do/crisis-response
https://www.unhcr.org/teaching-about-refugees.html
https://unicefkidpower.org/how-to-talk-about-refugees-with-children/
https://www.worldvision.org/refugees-news-stories/what-is-a-refugee-facts
https://eocumcnews.com/2021/12/09/the-great-commission-in-our-neighborhoods-churches-serving-migrant-communities-of-east-ohio/
https://www.eocumc.com/multi-cultural/welcomingstrangers.html
https://vimeo.com/611710331
https://vimeo.com/617980402
https://www.eocumc.com/globalmigrationsunday/cwsimmigrantcurriculum.html
https://umcmission.org/?s=refugees
https://umcmission.org/learn-about-us/global-migration/
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Suggested Books for Younger Readers
*Annotations by Corinne R. Dunn, M.Ed., M.A., Diversity Learning Consultant/Trainer

The Day War Came. Davies, Nicola and Cobb, Rebecca (2018). Somerville, Massachusetts: Candlewick 
Press. This picture book was published in association with “Help Refugees” Association. Content may 
not be suitable for very young children but is appropriate for middle elementary students.

Antonia: A Journey to a New Home. DIPACHO (2021). New York, NY: mineeditionUS. A picture book 
without text which would best work when used by an adult and child(ren) discussing together. 

Julianne’s Story: A Real-Life Account of Her Journey from Zimbabwe. Glynne, Andy and Hammond, 
Karl (2018).  North Mankato, Minnesota: Picture Window Books (Capstone Books). Vivid illustrations in 
the picture book.

Counting Kindness: Ten Ways to Welcome Refugee Children. Kurman, Hollis and BARROUX (2020).  
Watertown, MA: Charlesbridge Publishing, Inc. A counting book for young children to learn about 
ways they can help refugee children. Resources for adults are also included.  

Suggested Books for Middle Elementary-Age Readers and Older
Navid’s Story: A Real-Life Account of His Journey from Iran. Glynne, Andy and Topf, Jonathan (2018). 
North Mankato, Minnesota: Picture Window Books. Middle-elementary grades.

Flying Over Water. Hitchcock, Shannon and N.H. Senzai (2020). New York, N.Y.: Scholastic Press.
A compelling fiction book for middle and older-elementary students focusing on the friendship 
between a Floridian girl and another child, a Syrian refugee, who arrives right after the U.S. 
president’s 2017 Muslim ban. Each chapter focuses on one of the two girl’s perspectives over a 
five-month time span. This is also a great read-aloud book for families.

The Color of Home. Hoffman, Mary and Karin Littlewood (2002). New York: Phyllis Fogelman Books.
Hassan has arrived in America with his family, having escaped war in Somalia. With the help of a 
translator and his new teacher, he recounts the tragedy he has witnessed as displayed in his painting. 
He is encouraged to paint a brighter picture for his mother, and he begins to include vibrant colors 
which he also remembers about Somalia. Slowly, he begins to adjust to his new home. This picture 
book was written by the author of Amazing Grace (Mary Hoffman) and might best be read together 
by children and adults.

My Two Blankets. Kobald, Irena and Freya Blackwood (2014). New York: Houghton Mifflin Harcourt 
Publishing Co. Middle grade picture book which examines the friendship which develops between 
two girls, one a refugee and the other a resident of her new country. The illustrations add to the 
feelings of warmth and friendship.

Where Will I Live? McCarney, Rosemary (2017). Toronto, Ontario, Canada: Second Story Press. 
Illustrated with many vivid photos from UNHCR (United Nations High Commission for Refugees), this 
picture book for middle elementary students would work best when used by an adult and child(ren) 
discussing together.
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Dreamers. Morales, Yuri. (2018). Dong Guan City, China: Holiday House. A beautifully illustrated picture 
book (by the author) suitable for all ages. Autobiographical in content, Yuri Morales describes arriving 
with her infant son in America from Mexico in 1994, and their learning adventures through books. 
Highly recommended.

The Waiting Place: When Home is Lost and a New One Not Yet Found. Nayeri, Dina and Miralpeik, 
Anna Bosch (2022). Somerville, MA: Candlewick Press. A read-together book for adults and children 
(upper elementary grades). Set in a refugee camp in Greece, the book was written by a former 
refugee who was also the daughter of a refugee. The photos, by Anna Bosch Miralpeik, are large and 
give a striking view of life in a refugee camp.

Making it Home: Real-life Stories from Children Forced to Flee. Naidoo, Beverley, ed. (2004). New York 
City, NY: Dial Books (Penguin Group). Children will learn about refugees who were forced to leave 
their homes nearly twenty years ago from places such as Sudan (Uganda), Congo, Iraq, Burundi, and 
Bosnia. Maps are included in the book as well as photos. The children, themselves, write first-person 
narratives. Upper elementary students could read this independently.

The Boy at the Back of the Class. Raúf, Onjali Q. (2020). New York, NY: Yearling (Random House 
Children’s Books). When a new boy enters and sits in the back of a classroom in London, his 
nine-year-old classmates become very curious and want to get to know him better. Since the child 
does not speak English, they use other techniques to show friendship. When they discover that he is 
a refugee from Syria who has become separated from his parents, several of the students hatch a 
plan for helping him. This poignant and funny book for middle elementary children is told from the 
perspective of Ahmet’s biggest advocate. A great read-aloud book for families to read together, one 
chapter at a time.

My New Home After Iraq. Rodger, Ellen (2019). New York, New York: Crabtree Publishing Company.
Upper elementary age; includes resources and glossary; many photographs and UN Rights of the 
Child. 

Sugar in Milk. Umrigar, Thirty and Khoa Le. (2020). New York, N.Y.: Hatchette Book Group, Inc. This 
beautiful picture book is based on an ancient Persian legend. A young girl who has migrated from 
another country learns that she can fit into the beauty of her new country, too. The illustrations, 
suitable for all grade levels, combine a modern-day city with ancient India and its Persian visitors.

Other Words for Home. Warga, Jasmine (2019). New York, New York: Balzer + Bray (HarperCollins 
Publishers). Newbery Honor Book for middle and upper elementary grade readers written from the 
perspective of Jude, a Syrian refugee who has left home with her mother and settled in Cincinnati. 
The novel, written in verse, contains six parts: the first one is entitled “Changing” and the last one is 
entitled “Living.” 

From the Tops of the Trees. Yang, Kao Kalia and Wada, Rachel (2021). Minneapolis: Carolrhoda Books.
Beautiful, picture book set in a refugee camp in Thailand in 1985. Based on real-life experience of 
Hmong people in Southeast Asia.
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Suggested Books for Adults

Let Me Tell You My Story: Refugee Stories of Hope, Courage, and Humanity. Bird, Twyla, ed. (2018). 
Sanger, CA: Familius Publishing. Two years in the making, this book spotlights the real-life stories of 
refugees who have arrived in safe havens from Africa and the Middle East. Young people and adults 
are featured in beautiful photographs though their identify is often not disclosed. An excellent 
reference for adults who are just learning about the refugee experience in the world.

Finding Jesus at the Border: Opening Our Hearts to the Stories of Our Immigrant Neighbors. Fogg, 
Julia Lambert (2018). Grand Rapids,  MI: Brazos Press. Dr. Julia Lambert Fogg, a bilingual, ordained 
minister who now resides in Southern California, examines the parallels between the experiences of 
immigrants who have crossed Southwest U.S. borders in recent decades and refugees and migrants 
as depicted in the Bible. The book includes both scriptural narratives and Dr. Fogg’s real-life 
experiences with 21st Century refugees and the often-insurmountable obstacles which they have 
faced before and after coming to America.

The God Who Sees: Immigrants, the Bible, and the Journey to Belong (2020). Gonzáles, Karen. 
Harrisonburg, VA: Herald Press. Written by an author whose own family migrated to America from 
Guatemala, the book spotlights Biblical characters who also immigrated or were refugees including 
Jesus, Hagar, Ruth, and others. The book is an excellent tool for both young adult and adult groups 
and includes discussion questions and extended activities. 
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Refugee Organizations (Local)

Catholic Charities (Diocese of Cleveland) Migration & Refugee Services (216) 334-2900   
  
Corner65 (The Refugee Response) (216) 236-3877

Lorain County 4 Ukraine (LC4Ukraine) https://www.facebook.com/LC4Ukraine

Nehemiah Mission of Cleveland (North Coast District EOCUMC) (216) 961-6968
 
The Refugee Response (216) 236-3877

USCRI Cleveland (U.S. Committee for Refugees and Immigrants) (216) 781-4560

US TOGETHER (216) 456-9630   

Plus, many individual churches within the East Ohio Conference of the United Methodist Church, as 
well as other, faith-based communities, are reaching out to refugees and global migrants. For more 
information, please call Rev. Kathy Dickriede, ext. 102, (Missions & Community Engagement) and Will 
Fenton-Jones, ext. 107 (Multicultural Ministries) at the East Ohio Conference office, local: (330) 
499-3972 or toll free: 1 (800) 831-3972.

https://www.facebook.com/LC4Ukraine
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Refugee Organizations (National and Global)

Doctors Without Borders https://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/

HIAS https://www.hias.org/

Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service https://lirs.org

Save the Children® https://www.savethechildren.org/

Sesame Workshop™ https://www.sesameworkshop.org/what-we-do/crisis-response

UNICEF https://unicefusa.org

Global Ministries of The UMC https://umcmission.org/learn-about-us/global-migration/

USA for UNHCR – The UN Refugee Agency https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/

World Vision® www.worldvision.org

Note: Many of these organizations willingly give permission for the user to duplicate information on 
the site to share with other individuals.

https://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/
https://hias.org/
https://www.lirs.org/
https://www.savethechildren.org/
https://www.sesameworkshop.org/what-we-do/crisis-response
https://www.unicefusa.org/
https://umcmission.org/learn-about-us/global-migration/
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/
https://www.worldvision.org/
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Bible Memory Verses (Common English Bible)

Lesson One:
Matthew 25:35 (CEB): I was hungry and you gave me food to eat. I was thirsty and you gave me a 
drink. I was a stranger and you welcomed me.

Lesson Two:
Hebrews 13:1-3 (CEB): Keep loving each other like family. Don’t neglect to open up your homes to 
guests, because by doing this some have been hosts to angels without knowing it. 

Lesson Three:
Ephesians 1:19 (CEB): So now you are no longer strangers ... Rather you are fellow citizens with God’s 
people, and you belong to God’s household.
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List of Ways to Help Refugees and Global Migrants

Most Urgent: 
 • Housing (transitional and more permanent later) 
 • Jobs 
 • Work permits 
 • Education 
 • Mental health services including PTSD 
 • Transportation  
 • Bus passes 
 • Financial donations       
 • Language Assistance

Churches/Sunday Schools:  
 • Used sports gear

 • Volunteers for after-school tutoring    

 • Small group activities

 • Meals (lunches, snacks, dinners)

 • Youth groups inviting refugee youth

 • Financial donations and fundraising

 • Creation of health, hygiene, and wellness kits

 • Bicycles 
 • Provide church settings, retreat centers, etc. for housing

Thank you to Rev. William McFadden, Nehemiah Mission, and The Refugee Response for 
contributing these ideas in addition to countless refugee organizations, websites, and books which 
are available to the general public. 

 • Family projects

 • Vehicles

 • Translators

 • “Adopt a Family” project 
 • New winter clothes and boots/shoes

 • New bedding

 • Coolers, water bottles

 • Household goods

Photo courtesy of US Together
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Downloadable Materials

https://cdn.shopify.com/s/files/1/0750/0101/files/counting-kindness-activity-kit.pdf?v=1598897504

[Counting Kindness (Ten Ways to Welcome Refugee Children). Text copyright ©2020 by Hollis Kurman and illustrated by 
BARROUX. Used with permission by Charlesbridge Publishing Inc., 9 Galen Street, Suite 220 Watertown, MA 02472, 
(617)-926-0329, www.charlesbridge.com. Permission was also given to use the downloadable book cover.]

https://www.unhcr.org/6177f48c4.pdf

The teaching materials on this page are free of charge and can easily be included in your lesson 
plans and curriculum. You cannot alter the materials (except when explicitly mentioned) – but you 
can include them as you see fit in your lesson plans, presentations, and other teaching materials. 
Make sure you always UNHCR as the source.

© 2021 UNHCR - More teaching materials on www.unhcr.org/teaching-about-refugees. 

https://www.charlesbridge.com/
https://www.unhcr.org/6177f48c4.pdf
https://www.unhcr.org/teaching-about-refugees
https://cdn.shopify.com/s/files/1/0750/0101/files/counting-kindness-activity-kit.pdf?v=1598897504
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Global Migration Sunday Resource

The East Ohio Conference Order of Deacons encourages pastors, congregations, and faith 
communities to participate in Global Migration Sunday.

Paragraph 162.H in The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church 2016 advocates for the 
rights of immigrants as part of The Social Principles of our denomination: “We recognize, embrace, 
and affirm all persons, regardless of country of origin, as members of the family of God. We affirm the 
right of all persons to equal opportunities for employment, access to housing, health care, education, 
and freedom from social discrimination. We urge the Church and society to recognize the gifts, 
contributions, and struggles of those who are immigrants and to advocate for justice for all. We 
oppose immigration policies that separate family members from each other or that include 
detention of families with children, and we call on local churches to be in ministry with immigrant 
families.”

https://www.eocumc.com/globalmigrationsunday/worshipresource.html

[Permission to use this resource was granted by the Order of Deacons, and Rev. Kathy Dickriede and Will Fenton-Jones 
(Connectional Ministries Office), East Ohio Conference, The United Methodist Church.]

https://www.eocumc.com/globalmigrationsunday/worshipresource.html



