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President’s Message
Review of Assembly August 1,2022
“In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct your paths.” Proverbs 3 vs 5-6 NKJV

Attending Assembly in May with United Women in Faith was a spiritual
awakening. We gathered with almost 3000 people, on-line and in person from
24 countries and all 50 states who shared about today’s challenges and found
comfort and strength to move forward, building new ways for faith-filled women.
We celebrated the positive impact of women around the world, through singing,
studying, and praying together.
We gathered to listen to influential speakers that set the tone during each
morning’s worship services. We sang together as a large group led in the spirit
of Jesus Christ. We were inspired by dynamic speakers who spoke about
environmental justice, injustice towards Asian American women and rampant
racial discrimination. Our Theologian in Residence for the weekend was Rev.
Janet Wolf who authored the mission study “Practicing Resurrection: The
Gospel of Mark and Radical Discipleship.” Her words have great meaning and
stressed how we must ACT for our faith. Another outstanding speaker was Rev.
YaNi, a poet and public theologian, who shared with us her faith through HipHop. She is a pastor, a visionary, leader and an activist. She looks at everything
through a womanist lens, and the lens of global liberation. I was also excited to
see and hear from Bishop Malone at assembly, who participated in the
ceremony of consecration of deaconess and home missioners.
continued next page
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UW Faith
Purpose
The organized unit
of United Women
in Faith shall be a
community
of women
whose purpose
is to
know God
and
to experience
freedom

We spent time in study sessions led by sisters from all over the world, who
discussed topics of Climate justice, women in the religious society, and
discrimination of women in other cultures. We also took leadership workshops
and interacted with other leaders of United Women in Faith. Over and over, I
heard how important communication is in teaching, leading and understanding
each other. During an Assembly we wrote postcards to be sent to Congress
urging representatives to pass legislation that advances Climate Justice, and
protects children from Racist policies in the schools. We are hoping our action
speaks volumes. We put our love in action.
All of these activities added up to a resounding 4 days of renewal and soul
replenishment, helping guide us to becoming more compassionate and
powerful women of God. The next Assembly will be held on May 15-17, 2026 in
Indianapolis, Indiana. I was glad to attend and gather with women from the
North Coast District. We shared, enjoyed, connected, prayed and were inspired.
As we move forward as United Women in Faith let’s make it our vision to leave
an impact, build our sisterhood and lead a spirit filled group that can leave a
beautiful legacy for our 150 year old organization! I want thank all of the
leadership in developing such a great program.
Please have a safe and enjoyable summer!

Marcia Adamczyk, President
North Coast District United Methodist Women

as whole persons
through

adamczykmarcia@yahoo.com

Jesus Christ;
to develop a
creative,
supportive

CALENDAR FOR NORTH COAST DISTRICT UMW 2022

fellowship;
and to

Sept 17

Fall District UMW Meeting
10 am
Church of the Saviour, Cleveland Heights
Check-in & continental breakfast 9:30-10 am

Oct 22

East Ohio Conference UWF Annual Celebration
Berea UMC (see info page 13)

Nov 12

Beacon Newsletter Distribution

expand concepts
of mission
through
participation in
the global
ministries of the
church.
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Vice President Note
Dear United Women in Faith,

UW in Faith
~~~

We equip
women for
leadership.
In our sisterhood,
we lift
each other up.
We equip women
and girls around
the world to be
leaders —
in their
communities,
their agencies,
their

governments,
and their
churches.
We are
committed to
ensure these
opportunities
reach women
of all races and
ethnicities, across

I had the privilege to attend The United Women of Faith Conference in Orlando,
Florida. It was a wonderful spiritual experience. To see and meet so many
women from across our country and from many nations was inspiring. The next
conference will be in Indianapolis in four years. If possible, I encourage you to
plan to attend because you will come away spiritually refreshed.
Many of you have contacted me in anticipation of knowing who the featured
speaker will be for our fall district meeting, September 17, 2022. It is my
pleasure to announce that Cleveland Municipal Court Judge Marilyn B. Cassidy
will join us to discuss the work she has done relative to Human Trafficking.
Our guest speaker joined the Municipal Court in January 2007 after being
appointed by Governor Robert Taft. She was elected to a full term in 2008 and
since has been re-elected in 2013 and 2019. During her 13 year term of service
on the Cleveland Municipal Court Bench, she has devoted 10 years to hearing a
dedicated domestic violence docket which includes special prosecutors,
dedicated detectives and victim advocates. Judge Cassidy chairs the Cleveland
Municipal Court’s Human Trafficking special docket that assists survivors of
trafficking to recover by providing trauma counseling, housing and addiction
recovery services. Her leadership in addressing human trafficking has been
recognized by many state and national organizations. Before her work on human
trafficking began, Judge Cassidy received the Alvin I Krenzler Judicial Award for
unwavering commitment to the community and the Freedom Award from the
American Nationalities Movement. Judge Cassidy is the mother of two adult
children and the proud grandmother of three. She enjoys traveling the world
and sharing her gifts with others.
Please plan to attend our Fall District Meeting on Sept 17, 2022, 10:00 A.M.
Location: Church of the Saviour 2537 Lee Rd. Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44118.
Check-in and a continental breakfast from 9:30-10 am. Cost: $10 per person.
I am looking forward to seeing you soon!

every language

Blessings,
Barbara Murphy, Vice President

and economic
group.
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Treasurer’s Report
Hello Units,

We are organized
for growth.
We connect
women through:

First of all, thank you to all our units who have supported UMW with mission
giving during this dif cult year. It seems that just as we believe we are getting
back to normal and planning to meet again a setback occurs and we are unable
to have meetings and fundraisers safely. Yet, throughout the past two to three
years, UMW sponsored missions have been happening. The NCD UMW Team
wants to remind you that it is the money that units donated toward mission
giving and other ve-star giving that allows these mission projects to carry on.
So please do your best to send in your pledge to mission, special mission
recognitions, gifts to mission, gifts in memory, and World Thank Offering gifts in
this year.
NCD Unit Giving as of August 15, 2022 is shown below.

• The local
group
• The district
organization

5-Star Mission Giving

As of 8/15/2022

1. Pledge to Mission
(NCD Pledge $31.5K)

$5,204.13

• The conference
organization
• The jurisdiction
organization
• All-access
membership
• The national
office

2021 Year End

As of 8/13/2021

$24,037.13

$6,059.63

$280.00

$720.00

$240.00

3. Gift to Mission

$70.00

$1,275.00

$15.00

4. Gift in Memory

$70.00

$530.00

$355.00

$377.05

$1,298.50

$220.00

$6,001.18

$27,860.63

$6,889.63

2. Special Mission Recognition

5. World Thank Offering
Total 5 Star Mission Giving
(NCD goal $35K)

Year-to-date statements will be given to each unit at the Fall District Meeting.
Dates to remember: Any 3rd quarter giving should be mailed to me as soon as
possible; any year end (4th quarter) giving should be mailed to me by Dec 1,
2022. Checks should be made out to “NCD UMW” and mailed along with the
lled out “Remittance Form for all Treasurers” to Rebecca Riddlebaugh at the
address below. Questions? Contact Becky via phone or email below.
Becky Riddlebaugh
NCDUMWtreasurerBecky@gmail.com
440-235-0211 (home: evenings & weekends)
6899 Warrington Drive, North Olmsted, OH 44070-5054

fi
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Social Action
I feel so Blessed that I was asked to serve as North Coast District Social Action
Chair for last few years. I learned a lot about the "good work" United Women
in Faith is doing for the important social justice issues of our time. I now know
what Advocacy means. It is important to contact your Representatives and
Senators and Governors on social justice issues.

Our current
justice
campaigns
are

Just Energy 4 All

The current focus of United Women of Faith advocacy includes the ongoing
work for gender and racial issues for oppressed and dispossessed communities,
with special attention to the needs of women, children and Youth. Our main
campaigns are Just Energy for All and Ending Mass Incarceration and
criminalization of Communities of Color.
So many of you joined me in projects focused on these social issues. I hope you
will continue to help your local units work for Social Justice.
Thank you !!
And What Does the Lord require of you?

Ending Mass
Incarceration

To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.
Micah 6:8
Bunches of Blessings,

Criminalization

Claire Jencson

of Communities
of Color

Climate Justice

Racial Justice
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Program Resources
Jesus told this parable: “A man owned a fig tree planted
in his vineyard. He came looking for figs on it and found
none. 7.He said to his gardener,”Look, I’ve come looking for
fruit on this fig tree for the past three years, and I’ve never
found any. Cut it down! Why should it continue depleting
the soil’s nutrients?” 8.The gardener responded, “Lord, give
it one more year, and I will dig around it and and give it
fertilizer. 9.Maybe it will produce fruit next year; if not, then
you can cut it down.” Luke13: 6-9 CEB
6.

United Women
in Faith
~~~
We serve.
We advocate.
We make a
difference.
We support:
U.S. projects &
nearly 90 national
mission institutions
around the U.S.
International
partners focusing on
impacting poverty
through enhancing
capacities of local
women leaders in
their communities.
Advocacy - we
identify a speci c
focus every 4 years
for our advocacy in
addition to ongoing
work for gender &
racial justice with
special attention to
needs of women,
children & youth.
Deaconess/Home
Missioner, an order
in UMC for laity who
feel a lifetime call to
vocations and
ministries of love,
justice, & service.

Mission u 2002 explored Luke 13 with its emphasis on who we can be together
in community. An in-depth study covering four sessions for the online version
and a weekend in-person retreat, saw a focus on women and ministry,
community and connectional support. A time was always included for individual
reflection. Illustrating with parables, as the one above about the fig tree, Jesus
taught us so much. We might ask, why is the fig tree not producing? Have you
ever felt like you were wasting soil? What conditions make things grow? People?
Movements? All thought provoking questions with discussions shared by
approximately 24 online participants. In addition, an art piece reflective of the
fig tree parable was viewed and discussed.
You Are Worthy by Rev Lauren Wright Pittman is a block print with oil based
ink. “…the fig tree to look unremarkable, surrounded by the hands of the
Gardener reaching down to lovingly massage the soil. The sleeves contain
patterning of simplified visual references to everything a plant needs to not only
survive, but thrive. Starting close to the roots and moving upward, the patterns
include water, air, sunlight, nutrients and space. The emphasis in this image is on
what is happening below the surface, in the depths of the dirt. The roots stretch
towards the hands of the Gardener….” Who can we be when we have
everything we need from the arms of the Gardener?
Two books were recommended by participants:
Short Stories by Jesus by Amy Jill Levine
Her Stories: African American Folk tales, Fairy Tales and True Tales by
Virginia Hamilton.
The above is a snippet of the discussions that were facilitated by Rev Robin
Dillon, lead pastor at Lakewood UMC. I would encourage everyone to consider
attending Mission u 2023.
Debbie Jones
Program Resources/Education and Interpretation
debij1000@aol.com

fi
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Nominations Committee
The Nominations Committee has worked diligently to recruit new members to
the North Coast Leadership Board. We have six positions to replace due to the
rotation process.
Spiritual Growth
Education
can transform
women.
Educated
women can
transform the
world.
We offer
educational
experiences
designed to
inspire spiritual
growth, personal
development and
community
nurture to enable
powerful
collective change.
They include:

Membership Care/Nurture

Social Action
Treasurer

Nominations (2)

This has been a rather tedious and eye opening task as the number of members
in the NC district have drastically diminished. At this time we seem to have only
about 25-28 active units and others are contemplating becoming inactive/
closing down. All that being said we have not been able to locate any one
willing the serve as treasurer for the district. We recently lost one of the
nominees for the nominations committee who is very ill.
Our current slate of new of cers starting January of 2023 is a follows
Spiritual Growth

Claire Smith-Jencson

Social Action

Tina Johnson

Treasurer

* To be determined

Membership Care/Nurture

April Hawkins

Nominations

Betty Mead
* see job description on page 9

On the next page you will see a short BIO for each of the nominees. All are
qualified to serve in positions indicated. If any of you know of someone that you

Mission u

would like to nominate for treasurer, please talk with them and ask their

The Reading
Program

permission. Please have them contact me via e-mail or phone. Thus we would
add her name to the slate and nominate her from floor at the September

Workshops &
Webinars

meeting. Attached is a copy of the description and duties of this position. “THIS
IS VERY IMPORTANT.” Let us all pray asking God to supply our need.

National Events
including
Assembly

fi
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Nominees for 2023 North Coast District Board Of cers
Claire Smith-Jencson:

Financial gifts
change lives.
We support
programs in the
U.S. & around the
world that
improve life for
women, children,
and youth and
their communities.
As trusted

I’m Claire Smith-Jenson, a longtime member of Ridgewood United Methodist in
Parma. I’m currently the president of our local unit of United Women in Faith.
I’m also on our Outreach committee and I am working with East Ohio UMC
Volunteer in Mission. I co-lead our Women of Faith bible study group. I am
stepping down from UW in Faith District Social Action Chair. I was previously on
the district nominations committee. This past summer I took the Earth Keeper
Class with Global Missions. I am a retired occupational therapist. Most of my
career I worked with children. I have 4 children and 3 grand kids. I also love to
hike and read.
Tina Johnson:
Tina is an active member of St. Paul UMC in Cleveland where she takes great joy
in serving the Lord. She currently serves St. Paul as the Church Council Chair,
Vice-President of United Women in Faith, Outreach Ministry Team member,
Certified Lay Servant, and the Voices of Victory choir. Tina is employed as a
Support Officer in Cuyahoga County’s Office of Child Support Services. In her
spare time Tina enjoys spending time with her family & friends and traveling.

steward of

April Hawkins:

generous

April currently attends Pearl Road United Methodist Church. She serves on the
Worship Committee, SPRC, Church Council, and Outreach Committee. She is
also the Lay Leader and a delegate to Annual Conference. April serves as the
Secretary for the Women in Faith unit at Pearl Road. April lives in Cleveland with
her black cat, Sabrina and works fulltime in the billing department at Blue
Technologies in Cleveland. She is responsible for completing 15-20 spreadsheets a month for different business and schools. In her free time, April likes to
relax and travel to different amusement parks and explore new places.

donations, we
give to partner
church,
ecumenical and
grassroots
projects through a
granting process
overseen by a
member-chosen,
25 member Board
of Directors
composed of
United Women in

Betty Mead:
Betty is a member of Good Shepherd UMC in Parma. She has served with the
UMW in both the South West District and the North Coast District. She has
served as president of her local unit, vice pres., secretary, and unit treasurer.
Betty also sings with the Recital Choir.

Faith members.

North Coast District UMW
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UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH

DISTRICT TREASURER JOB DESCRIPTION
The Treasurer will: be informed concerning the nancial responsibility of the
district organization and mission emphases and responsibilities of the United
Women in Faith. She is bonded through the United Women in Faith National
Of ce.

United Women
in Faith
supports

She Will:
a. Receive funds from local, charge or cluster treasurers and from district

international

units and district members monthly or quarterly as the conference

partners in 34
countries that are
enhancing the

determines, remit all funds from local treasures and from district units
and members of the conference of the conference treasurer, and send
itemized statements of all nances to district elected and the

capacities of local
& regional leaders

conference treasurer at least quarterly.
b. Receive funds from the conference treasurer for administration and
membership development use in the district organization and disburse

and supporting

district administration and membership development funds in

economic

accordance with approved recommendations from the leadership team

development

upon written order of the president and secretary.

programs for

c. See that a certi ed public accountant or a person with a minimum of a

women & youth.

four year accounting degree performs speci ed accounting procedures

We provide

on the books and accounting records of the district and that the report
form in completed.

academic
scholarships and
support Regional

d. Work in cooperation with the leadership team to promote contributions
with emphasis on the importance of Mission Giving.
e. Present the schedule of cash activities statement to the district leadership
team and conference treasurer.

Missionaries to
empower women
& youth to nd

f. Serve as the contact person for local unit treasurer, provide resources
and conduct training at least annually as determined by the leadership
team.

local solutions and

g. Chair the committee on nance where one exists or, if there is no

make measurable

separate committee, chair the leadership team when dealing with
matters relating to nance.

change in their

h. Serve on the leadership team and other committees when dealing with

communities.

nancial matters.

fi
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Spiritual Growth

United Women
in Faith
supports
international
partners in 34
countries that are
enhancing the
capacities of local
& regional leaders
and supporting

We feel great relief when we know we have given our very best efforts, even if
the situation we care about remains unresolved.
In the stillness of prayer, we gain clarity about what is ours to do. Once we have
done our part, we know it is time for us to step back, to turn the task over to
other hands, with gifts and talents to let go and let God. It is natural to keep
working giving your energy, attention and time to achieve your goal. We
remember that letting go and letting God is a dynamic process, a giving to and
not giving up.
We trust that when our worldly works are complete, we can release our
concerns to the Divine and await a perfect outcome in its time.
In God, whose word I praise, in God I trust;
I am not afraid; what can flesh do to me?
- Psalm 56:4

economic

Ada Norwood, Spiritual Growth

development
programs for
women & youth.
We provide
academic
scholarships and
support Regional
Missionaries to
empower women
& youth to nd
local solutions and
make measurable
change in their
communities.

fi
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From the Editor:
Please take time to read all this edition of the Beacon has to offer you. The Fall
Meeting has been planned and we are excited to be able to meet in person
again. September 17 is coming quickly, so please EMAIL your registration
information to Debbie Jones so she may have an accurate count for the
continental breakfast. Bring cash or check with you to the registration table at
the church when you arrive.
The board is still in search of a treasurer for 2023. Please prayfully consider
stepping up to serve. Contact Vivian Harris if you know of anyone to fill the
position.
Lastly, review the opportunities for the Self-Care is Soul Care retreat on October
1 at University Circle UMC and the Annual Celebration for East Ohio Conference
on October 22 at Berea UMC.
Diane McGregor
Beacon Editor
mcgregds@gmail.com
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An Invitation
from University Circle United Women in Faith

SELF-CARE IS SOUL CARE
An inspiring one day Retreat, Hosted by:

United Women In Faith Unit of
University Circle United Methodist Church
This time and space is provided to you today, offering the possibility of renewal. Self-care has been defined
as the practice of taking an active role in protecting one’s own well-being and happiness. Soul care means
believing you are worthy and deserving of those measures for your spiritual health and peace of mind.
OUR PROGRAM:
WELLNESS THROUGH MOVEMENT
(Comfortable clothing is suggested.)
WELLNESS THROUGH GOOD NUTRITION
(Lunch is included.)
WELLNESS THROUGH MEDITATION/CONTEMPLATION
(Meditation/Contemplation Resource is included.)
When:

Saturday, October 1st, 2022

Where:

Great Hall, University Circle United Methodist Church
1919 East 107th Street, Cleveland, Ohio 44106
PARKING: Adjacent church lot or Judson Manor lot across the street
Wheelchair accessible entrance at rear of church parking lot.

Time:

9:00 am to 2:30 pm.

Cost:

No cost to attend. Free will offering will be accepted during the retreat for our selected
United Women in Faith Mission Organization.

How:

Advance registration is highly recommended so that we may plan for an enjoyable
experience. Same day walk-in participants will be accepted on a space available basis.
RSVP no later than Saturday, September 17th, 2022.
Register by email: To Edna Duffy, at duffylit@att.net
Register by phone: To Friddi Cook, at 216-205-4964

When registering, please provide the name of each person and a contact number.

WHO WE ARE:
United Women in Faith seeks to connect and nurture women through Christian spiritual
formation, leadership development, creative fellowship, and education, so that they can
inspire, influence and impact local and global communities.
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annual celebration
East Ohio Conference
United Women in Faith
Berea United Methodist Church
170 Seminary Street
Berea, OH 44017
440-234-3525

“Who Is My Neighbor?”
Guest Speaker, Kimberly Chapman-Wynne
Saturday, October 22, 2022
Registration – 9:00-10:00
First Session Begins at 10:00
$15.00 – Includes light breakfast & lunch
Child care available – no fee – bring a sack lunch for each child
Registration Form: $15.00 must be included. Deadline Oct. 7th

Name ___________________________
Church & District _______________________
Diet restriction? _______ What type? ___________
Send registration form to: Kelly Korb, 210 Blue Spruce Ct.,
Seville, OH 44273

Note: Celebration will be from 9 am - 3 pm
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North Coast District United Women in Faith
Fall 2022 District Meeting

Saturday, September 17, 2022

10 am - noon

Check-in and continental breakfast 9:30 - 10 am
Church of the Saviour UMC
2537 Lee Road, Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44118

Guest Speaker:
“Human Trafficking”
Cleveland Municipal Court Judge Marilyn B. Cassidy
Cost: $10.00

To Register:
PLEASE email name(s) of those attending to

Debbie Jones at debij1000@aol.com
on or before September 9
Please bring cash or check (made out to “NCD UMW”) with you on September 17
Continental Breakfast will be provided
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