
When Coke and Asbury were preparing to leave England for the new country coming into existence in the 
New World, Wesley informed them that they had one order of business. They were to be about the “saving of 
men’s souls.” They were to be “soul” men. The entire focus of the new church taking shape and form in 
America was to be on a mission for God. There was no other order of business, agenda, or work for this 
Spiritual Awakening. This tight focus led to who and what we are today. There is a long history of miraculous 
events, spiritual giants, growth, education, societal reform, obedience, and did I mention amazing growth. 
We do not have time to review all that happened. I mentioned many good things, but there were many 
things, struggles, and people who were not so good. Our history is filled with all that is good about humanity 
when focused upon the mission of Jesus Christ. Our history is also filled with those of us who acted out of 
ego, greed, power, and self-interest. For good or ill, our denomination often mirrors our government and our 
society. We have what is best about our government and society in our midst, and to our chagrin, what is 
worst about that same government and society. 

I have no way to fix our denomination. And I have yet to find anyone who has a way to fix our church. What I can do, what I believe our 
denomination should do, and what I believe every congregation in the Ohio Valley District can do, is look at the wisdom of Wesley, Coke, 
and Asbury, and apply it to congregational life today. We are at our best when we decide that our congregations will focus on loving our 
neighbor as Jesus Christ lived and commanded. We have no other business, no other conversation, no other goal or program, but to 
share what Christ has given us! 
Do you remember a time when the love of God came alive in you?! Do you remember a time when the Holy Spirit filled you, gifted you, 
assured you of God’s love and salvation? Have you ever experienced a nudge or leading of the Spirit, followed that nudge, and watched 
the powerful love of God unfold in front of you? Have you experienced the loss of someone you love, the end of marriage, job loss, and 
felt broken by the suffering? Is it not amazing how God comes to us in that darkness to comfort, heal, make whole, and provide you with a 
hope of life to come! Have you ever had a moment of insight where God revealed the way the Spirit has worked throughout your life for 
your good and benefit even though you were bent on destructive ways? God does all this and more for every man, women, and child on 
the planet! God has done this and more for all of us, and for our neighbors! This is our Treasure! This is our Wealth! This is our Salvation! 
And this should be our focus. 

You, me, and every congregation in the Ohio Valley is saved and called by God for a purpose! Our purpose is to share the rich life God 
gives to all who will hear, see, accept, and follow. The ones we are to share with are in our homes and right next door. The folks down the 
street, in our town, and the next town over, the ones we like, and the ones we do not like, all of these are the ones Jesus loves, and the 
ones we are called to love. Of course, this focus upon souls stretches all around the world, but for us, now, here, there are more people in 
our communities who know nothing or very little about Jesus Christ than are in our congregations. And there are many who have believed 
lies and distortions about Jesus. So many in our culture and even in our churches think Jesus is a condemning, angry, and vengeful per-
son. Many think they are unworthy and are ashamed of themselves. If we do not tell them of the love of Jesus, the mercy of Jesus, the 
calling Jesus has for these folks, who will? If we do not ask them to trust Jesus for forgiveness and new life, who will? 
I have had one encounter on our district that brought me to tears. I asked a committee of a church how many people from the town in 
which the church was located attended worship. The answer was none. I asked why not? The answer was, “We don’t want them in here.” 
They were getting exactly what they wanted. The church faces closure. Not because I am going to close them, or the Conference is going 
to close them. They are about to close themselves. They have very few people, little financial health, and no love of Jesus to share. 
Did you know that you can double the attendance of your congregation without an expensive program, a new preacher, or a new Bible 
Study? Did you know that you can double the attendance of worship in your congregation without hi-tech screens, wild music, and the 
greatest facilities ever seen? All you do is ask each person attending worship to bring one other person with them. Do we love our family, 
friends, neighbors, strangers, and most of all, Jesus Christ, enough to develop a relationship of love and trust, and invite another to wor-
ship with you? We are called to tending our souls before God, and to attend to the souls of those around us.  
Pay attention to the Holy Spirit. Pay attention to the people in your lives. Love both the Spirit and those you meet every day. Risk obeying 
the nudge of the Spirit to love, serve, and invite. Focus! Risk it! What have you to lose? And the Kingdom of God just might celebrate a 
prodigal come home, a new born saint, a congregation alive and on fire for Christ! At worst, you will be told no. That is nothing compared 
to the riches of being obedient to the Holy Spirit. A little love and kindness go a long way in a world full of selfish distraction. 
Peace, 
Bruce 
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April Birthdays 
1 Pastor Kathy Thomas (Amsterdam/Pine Grove) 

3 Pastor Daniel Holt (Tiltonsville) 

3 Pastor Ken Staley (Tri-County Trinity Charge) 

4 Jane Ricketts (Leavittsville)  

5 Kelly Bush (East Springfield Christ) 

9 Sally Jones (Thoburn) 

16 Pastor David Quillen (Bloomingdale/Hopedale) 

17 Rev. Tom Snodgrass (Jewett/New Rumley) 

17 Darlene Iden (Bergholz/Chestnut Ridge) 

23 Kathy Proya (Bell Chapel) 

26 Pastor Jerralyn Myers (Leesville) 

28 Connie Carpenter (Mt. Zion/Pleasant Grove) 

Prayer Concerns 
 
Our heartfelt sympathies are extended 
to Rev. Jeff Proya and his family follow-
ing the death of his father, Andrew 
Proya, on March 20. 

Please pray for the families of : 

• Eric Martin, retired Elder, who died 
March 19, 2019. 

• Marjorie Ann  Pohly, surviving 
spouse of Kenneth Pohly, who died 
October 20, 2018.  

• Mark J. Reep, retired Elder, who 
died March 2, 2019. 

• Jack C. Yeager, retired Elder, who 
died February 20, 2019. 

• Barry A. Wolfe, retired Elder, who 
died February 24, 2019. 

Spiritual direction is the historic practice of sacred, one-on-one conversa-
tion that nurtures awareness of and response to God’s presence in your 
everyday life. As companions on the journey of faith, a trained spiritual 
director and their directee turn their attention toward the presence of God, 
the ultimate spiritual director of our lives. A spiritual director does not offer 
solutions to problems, but rather helps the directee to nurture spiritual 
practices that are most meaningful to them as they work toward a more 
balanced and meaningful spiritual life. Folks often meet on a monthly ba-
sis with their spiritual director, although more frequent meetings are possi-
ble.   

During your initial contact you will set an appointment. The appointment 
time usually lasts an hour. People meet with a Spiritual Director for a spe-
cific purpose, to complete a set of spiritual exercises or for faith explora-
tion. Note: this is not the same as clinical or pastoral counseling. There is 
usually a fee. No one is turned away due to lack of funds. You may use 
your continuing education or reimbursable funds for your contribution to 
this ministry. 

In order to learn more about spiritual direction in East Ohio (including a 
listing of Certified Spiritual Directors), check out the East Ohio Pastoral 
Care tab on the EOC web page:  

http://www.eocumc.com/pastoralcare/spiritual-direction.html.   

Or, to learn more about spiritual direction in general, check out the web 
page for Spiritual Directors International https://www.sdiworld.org. 

Sunday, April 14, 7:30 p.m.  
Mt. Pleasant United Methodist Church, 89 
Canyon Rd SW, Carrollton  44615.  
 

Mt. Pleasant UMC choir will present a cantata, 
“May We Never Lose the Wonder – The Wonder of 
the Cross.” Mindy Domer will serve as the director 

and Jay Stoneman will present a piano prelude at 7:15 p.m. Rev. Steve 
Smith and the congregation extend a welcome to everyone.   

Easter Cantata 

United Methodist Historical Society of Ohio 
Annual Meeting & Spring Convocation 

May 3 & 4, Roush Hall, Otterbein University, Westerville 43081 

Saturday’s schedule includes two breakout sessions: the “Importance of 
Legacy,” telling our churches stories; and “Merging the Streams” of the 
EUB and Methodist churches. There will also be chances for church histo-
rians to share things they have done to preserve the history of the church-
es of the West and East Ohio conferences. 

Registration deadline is April 24. Questions: Contact Wendy Guion at 
(419) 685-3256 or wlguion@yahoo.com. The schedule and registration 
forms are available in the District Office. Cost is $20 for members/$30 for 
non-members. 

Spiritual Directors Fellowship 
of the East Ohio Conference Invites You to 
Consider Spiritual Direction in Your Life 

http://www.eocumc.com/pastoralcare/spiritual-direction.html
https://www.sdiworld.org
mailto:wlguion@yahoo.com
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March 20 
Please submit news, upcoming events, 
etc. to  cevans@eocumc.com or 740-
264-1601. 

Bishop Malone’s Post General Conference Message  

Dearly beloved Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  

The General Conference has completed its work and by a majority vote, passed the traditional 
plan with some parts that were ruled unconstitutional. The delegates voted to refer it to the Judi-
cial Council for review at their next meeting but as of now our existing Discipline language is 
maintained.  

Now, some are pleased with the outcome of the special session and some are deeply hurt and 
disappointed. My heart weeps for the brokenness experienced within the body of Christ. We 
could not find a way forward of being church that would allow for the contextual differentiation that 
we were all hoping for and a way to keep as much unity as possible. Now, we need to take the 
time to process what has happened and the implications of the decisions that are critical for how 

we move forward.  

Friends, please know, that any procedural changes that will have some effect will not take place until January 1, 2020. 
So, we have time. So, let us breathe.  

What I love about our beloved United Methodist Church is our beautiful diversity and our global connection and witness. 
And as a global church, what is challenging is that we have differing views of human sexuality and understandings of our 
LGBTQi brothers and sisters.  

But despite our differences, as a United Methodist Church we do believe that all persons are of sacred worth. Our doors 
are open to persons of all ages, races, nations, ethnicities, gender and sexual orientation. We are one church, one fami-
ly, one in the mission of making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world  

So, here’s what I am hopeful for, what I am asking of all clergy and lay:  

1. As we prepare to begin this season of Lent, let us fast and pray and ask the Holy Spirit to help us unite and heal our 
beloved United Methodist Church. Friends, this is all of our work to do.  

2. I’m asking that we be calm, stay the course, do not yield to fear, doubt, despair. God is our refuge, a very present 
help in a time of trouble  

3. Stay focused on the mission, because the mission is still yet alive. Let us keep the main thing the main thing, sharing 
the extravagant love, grace, hope and peace of Jesus Christ with all of God’s beloved children.  

4. I am asking that you stay connected with your brothers and sisters in Christ; love one another, care for one another, 
support one another.  

5. I am also asking that you plan to attend one of the post General Conference gatherings that will take place across 
the annual conference on the weekend of March 9 and 10. [A video of the March 10th meeting is available at  https://
www.youtube.com/user/EastOhioUMC.] 

6. I am convinced that the God who has begun a good work in us will bring it to completion, because our God is faithful, 
and God’s love, yes, it endures forever. And I know that there is a balm in Gilead that will heal, restore, and give us 
hope.  

7. And I am convinced that by God’s grace we will someday find a way to fully embrace the wideness of our beautiful 
diversity.  

As your Bishop, by the grace of God, I will lead, shepherd and guide us through these challenging times and I humbly 
ask that you commit with me to trust where the Spirit of God will take us. Yes, us. Progressive, centrist, traditionalist, 
gay, straight, all of God’s beloved. And as we go, together, to do Kingdom work, the making disciples of Jesus Christ for 
the transformation of the world, God will be with us.  

So, here is my prayer, and I invite you to pray with me. Lord, make us one with Christ, one with each other, and one in 
ministry to all the world, until Christ comes in final victory and we are all seated in the heavenly kingdom! So be it.  

Amen  

mailto:cevans@eocumc.com
https://www.youtube.com/user/EastOhioUMC
https://www.youtube.com/user/EastOhioUMC


352 Canton Road 
Wintersville,  OH  43953 

Phone: 740-264-1601 
Fax: 740-264-1972 
E-mail: cevans@eocumc.com 
Web: www.eocumc.com/ohiovalley 

Ohio Valley District  
United Methodist Church 

With the DS in April 

Non-Profit Organization 

U.S. Postage Paid 

Permit  No. 200 

Steubenville,  Ohio  43952 

Electronic Service Requested 

April 

5-7 Out of town 

9-11 Cabinet 

24 dCOM meeting 

30 Cabinet 

The Mission 

The Mission of the United Methodist Church is to make 
and mature disciples of Jesus Christ for the transfor-

mation of the world.  

THE OHIO VALLEY STRATEGY 
From Revival to Discipleship to Mission: 

To align resources, develop leaders and inspire growth to 
increase the number of vital congregations in the Ohio 

Valley District. 

The General Rule of Discipleship 
To witness to Jesus Christ in the world and to follow his 
teachings through acts of compassion, justice, worship, 

and devotion under the guidance of the Holy Spirit.  

New Appointments effective 
Rev. J. P. Snyder will be appointed as Associate Pas-
tor at Carrollton First. 

Rev. Vernon Palo will be appointed to Mount Pleasant 
(Carroll). 

Pastor Ed Kovacik (Riverview) will be appointed to 
Cadiz Scott Memorial.   

Pastor Georgette Gaston (Richmond) will be appoint-
ed to Cambridge: Faith UMC in the Southern Hills Dis-
trict. 

Rev. Jim Gaston (Church of the Cross) will be ap-
pointed to  Center UMC in the Southern Hills District.  

Position Available 

Scott Memorial UMC in Cadiz, OH 
is in search of an organist to begin 
in July. The organist plays for the 
Sunday 10:45 a.m. worship service 
and accompanies the choir. This is 
a temporary, possibly permanent, 
position. For more information, please contact John 
Tabacchi at (740) 942-3130. 
 


