
One of the ways to keep Christmas fresh and new every year is to use the Psalms appointed 

for each Sunday in Advent (the 3rd Sunday in Advent lists Isa. 12:2-6.) and Christmas as 

brief Bible study, theological reflection, and for prayer. These readings are rich and power-

ful. God will use this time of meditation to work deeply in our hearts and souls bringing 

about a new birth of Christ in us! Most of us let the time of year create the illusion that we 

are too busy, harried, and saddened by the loss of our sacred season to pray. The truth is 

that this is precisely the time to meditate deeply on God’s Word and Presence! 

The Psalms form a powerful basis of theology and prayer for the Advent and Christmas 

Gospel readings. New life is but a prayer away! As our souls are renewed by word and Spir-

it, our preaching, teaching, caring, and celebrating will all be renewed, energized, and transformed. Significance and 

strength for the Season can be found where it is always found; in prayerful reading and reflecting upon sacred scrip-

ture. For example, the responsive reading for the third Sunday in Advent is Isaiah 12:2-6. Notice the first half of 

verse 2: 

 Surely God is my salvation; I will trust, and will not be afraid! 

I added the exclamation point in place of the comma. Here is clear theology and common sense living in the same 

short half verse. God is indeed our salvation. God has got this. Salvation is not ours to lose if we think the wrong 

thought, believe in the wrong way, or even sin against God. That would make salvation our business and our doing. 

Salvation belongs to God, and God is our salvation. That is the theology. Notice the common sense. I will trust, and 

will not be afraid. How many of us are living with fear, anxiety, and are willing to act on that fear and anxiety? If 

God has got us, and our circumstances, “Why should we be afraid?” “Why should we live in a state of distrust?” We 

are to trust God and act out of that trust. I urge you to read the rest of the appointed prophesy. It is powerful and 

will provide a place for you to discover just how close God is.  

Friends, we were created for this Season of proclamation, song, and joy! This is who we are! We have the wonderful 

privilege of telling the world, our neighbors, and each other the Good News of God’s mighty acts back then, right 

now, and our hope for God’s continued work on into the future. God never stops giving us Jesus Christ. 

Merry Christmas, 

Bruce 
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1st Sunday of Advent: Psalm 25:21-10 

2nd Sunday of Advent: Luke 1:68-79 

3rd Sunday of Advent: Isaiah 12:2-6 

4th Sunday of Advent: Luke 1:47-55 

 

Christmas Eve:      Psalm 96 

Christmas Day:      Psalm 98 

1st Sunday after Christmas: Psalm 148 

Watch Night:       Psalm 8 
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Bishop Malone encourages all clergy 

and churches to continue to be in 

conversation and prayer as we seek 

a Way Forward to maintain and 

strengthen the unity of The United 

Methodist Church, and to stay fo-

cused on our vision to: 

• be disciples, make disciples and 

mature disciples of Jesus 

Christ;  

• be God’s agents of transfor-

mation in our communities and 

throughout the world; 

• and to be bold and courageous 

leaders in reaching new people, 

younger people and a more di-

verse people. 

The Conversation and Prayer Guide 

for Local Churches resource includes 

links to suggested readings, hymns, 

Scripture, summaries of the three 

plans, questions for conversation, and 

a 4-minute prayer guide. 

Find the guide at  http://

www.eocumc.com/gc/_pdf/

EOC_Local_Church_Conversation_Pr

ayer_Resource_111218.pdf. 

Burge Fund Applications are availa-

ble on the District’s website at http://

www.eocumc.com/ohiovalley/

forms.html.  If you need one mailed 

to you, please call the District Office 

at 740-264-1601.  This fund provides 

assistance to churches who offer crea-

tive proposals for programs or minis-

tries.  The applications must be sent 

to the District Office by January 15. 

Burge Fund Applications 
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December Birthdays 

8   Sharon Miller (Amsterdam/Mt Zion) 

8 Rev. Richard Wallace, Sr. (Baxter’s 

 Ridge) 

10 Rev. Timothy Monteith (Scott Me-

 morial) 

10 Rev. Jim Ricketts  (Leavittsville) 

15 Rev. Kimberly Arbaugh (Carrollton 

 First) 

16  Jane Ricketts (Leavittsville) 

17  Dona Dawson (Finley) 

19 Pastor Drew McPeek (Tri-County 

 Trinity) 

23 Sheri Cunningham (Deersville/

 Pleasant Valley) 

24 Pastor Samuel Davis (Harmony) 

26 Pastor James Wood (New Alexan-

 dria/George’s Run) 

Prayer Concerns 
Please pray for the family of Gary 

Rinker, retired local pastor, who died  

on October 23.  

Please pray for the family of David 

J. Leenhouts, local pastor, who died  

on October 26. 

Please pray for the family of John 

P. Benson, retired elder, who died  

on November 19.  

January Birthdays 

6 Rev. Clint Quillen (Wintersville) 

7 Pastor Andrew Thompson 

 (Lloydsville) 

7 Pastor Michelle Lucarelli (Powhatan 

 Point/Amity) 

10 Diane Wallace  (Baxter’s Ridge) 

11 Pastor Tom Thomas (Rayland/

 Yorkville) 

17 Pastor Jon Little (Asbury Greater 

 Parish) 

27 Susan Browning (Buena Vista/

 Unionport) 

28 Rev. Daniel Loomis (Carrollton 

 First) 

DEADLINES 

Church Treasurers: 2018  Shared Ministry Funds must be received at the bank by Janu-

ary 4, 2019 to be credited to your 2018 records.  Monies received after that date will  be 

credited to 2019. 

2018 Church Audits are due March 31, 2019.  All Churches are required to submit an 

audit to the District Office! 

Pastors:  Annual church reports are due online by January 21, 2019 but an extension 

until January 31, 2019 may be granted in cases of emergency, provided the request is 

made in writing and received by the Conference Treasurer before January 21. This ex-

tension is automatically granted to multiple church charges. All churches are required to 

file these reports - NO EXCEPTIONS!!   They will be on the conference website sometime 

after January 6 under online forms.  If you need your church’s user name and pass code, 

call Carol at 740-264-1601.   

These forms will NOT be mailed. If you need printed copies, contact the District Office. 

http://www.eocumc.com/gc/_pdf/EOC_Local_Church_Conversation_Prayer_Resource_111218.pdf
http://www.eocumc.com/gc/_pdf/EOC_Local_Church_Conversation_Prayer_Resource_111218.pdf
http://www.eocumc.com/gc/_pdf/EOC_Local_Church_Conversation_Prayer_Resource_111218.pdf
http://www.eocumc.com/gc/_pdf/EOC_Local_Church_Conversation_Prayer_Resource_111218.pdf
http://www.eocumc.com/ohiovalley/forms.html
http://www.eocumc.com/ohiovalley/forms.html
http://www.eocumc.com/ohiovalley/forms.html


The Greatest Story Ever Told 

Sunday, Dec. 23 , 7:30 pm 

Mt Pleasant United Methodist Church 

89 Canyon Rd SW, Carrollton 

Mt. Pleasant UMC choir will present a cantata, 

"The Greatest Story Ever Told.”  Mindy 

Domer will serve as the director and Jay 

Stoneman will present a piano prelude at 

7:15.  Pastor Steve Smith and the congregation 

extend a welcome to everyone. 

CHRISTMAS MUSIC AROUND THE OHIO VALLEY DISTRICT 
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A Jerry Garcia Christmas 

Sunday, December 9, 11:00 am 

Pleasant Grove United Methodist Church 

5230 Arrow Rd NW, Minerva 

A free Christmas concert with Jerry 

Garcia, from Adrian, Michigan. Open to 

the public. A love offering will be col-

lected for Jerry's ministry. We will have 

a covered dish fellowship following the 

concert. Come and join us for this bless-

ing!  

Celebrate the Ministry of Rev. Dan & Barb Loomis 

All are invited to a   

Retirement Open House 

on Sunday, January 20, 

2019 from  2-5pm in the 

Fellowship Hall at Car-

rollton First UMC (253 

South Lisbon St, Carrollton). Light 

refreshments will be served. 

Please write a letter expressing how 

Pastor Dan has impacted your life, 

how he helped you grow, how he  

supported you during moments of joy 

or moments of sorrow or encouraged 

you in day to day life. A card box will 

be available at the Open House for 

your letters and cards. If you are not 

able to attend, please mail to the 

church office, re: Retirement Open 

House. Your well wishes will be a nice 

gift for them to read and cherish when 

they move to their new home in New 

Philadelphia! 

Brothers in Song 

Sunday, December 9, 4:00 pm 

Tiltonsville  United Methodist Church 

106 Grandview Ave., Tiltonsville 

Brothers in Song will share a concert 

filled with classic hits and Christian 

music. A love offering will be taken.  

Friends Concert 

Wednesday, December 12,  6:15 pm 

Wintersville United Methodist Church 

702 Main St., Wintersville 

Come and enjoy a night of music and 

the celebration of the 

Christmas Season! 

Christmas Concert with 
Mark Statler and Roger 
Hoard 
Thursday, December 20,  7:00 pm 

Wintersville United Methodist Church 

702 Main St., Wintersville 

Come and celebrate Christmas! 

Off to Haiti 

Calvary Sherrodsville and Dellroy UMC are proud to announce that 9 members of Pastor Ken Ogg’s charge will 

be leaving for Haiti on January 12th.   

With help from their respective congregations they have held spaghetti dinners, breakfast, and chicken BBQ 

fund raisers to help defray the cost of their trip.   

Those going are excited and ready to embark on this mission with expectations of doing great things for the people of Haiti in 

the name of Jesus. 

Please join us in praying for the safety and the work they will be doing in a dental office as the Hands and Feet of Jesus.  

Praise Him there are those who will answer the call to missions! 

Mark Your Calendars 

Sunday, January 6—Epiphany Celebration 

Open House  from 3-7pm at the District 

Superintendent’s Parsonage. All Ohio Val-

ley Clergy and their families are invited!  

Saturday, March 30—Spring District Con-

ference at Scott Memorial UMC 

Please submit news, upcoming events, etc. to           

cevans@eocumc.com.Events to share on the website/

Facebook page may be submitted at any time. 

January  20 
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December 

2 SPPR Meeting, Charge Conferences 

3 Charge Conferences 

5-7 Cabinet 

6 District Office Closed  

24-31 District Office Closed for Christmas 

January 

1  District Office Closed for New Years 

2-4 Cabinet 

6 Epiphany Celebration at Parsonage 

21  Office Closed for Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 

25 District Committee on Ordained Ministry Interviews 

28-31 Cabinet 

THE MISSION 

The Mission of the United Methodist Church is to make and 

mature disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 

world.  

THE OHIO VALLEY STRATEGY 

FROM REVIVAL TO DISCIPLESHIP TO MISSION: 

To align resources, develop leaders and inspire growth to in-

crease the number of vital congregations in the Ohio Valley Dis-

trict. 

THE GENERAL RULE OF DISCIPLESHIP 

To witness to Jesus Christ in the world and to follow his teach-

ings through acts of compassion, justice, worship, and devotion 

under the guidance of the Holy Spirit.  

Changes in the District 

Rev. Robert Miller will be concluding his ministry at Am-

sterdam on January 1, but will remain pastor at Mt. Zion. 

Pastor Lori Jones will be concluding her ministry at Sugar 

Grove as of January 1.  

Rev. Dan Loomis will be retiring from Carrollton First on 

February 1. 

Rev. David Baker will be appointed as interim pastor at 

Carrollton First as of February 1.  



PERSPECTIVES

®

Presented by the East Ohio Conference of The United Methodist Church in Partnership with:
Board of Church and Society • Bridges Out of Poverty • Committee of Religion and Race 

Great Lakes Bridges • Thrivent Financial

Understanding Poverty is an interactive experience that helps 
participants begin to understand what it might be like to live in a 
typical low-income family trying to survive from month to month. 
It is a simulation, not a game.

Lunch will include time for reflection and discussion.

POVERTY
understanding 
POVERTY

simulation & discussion

JANUARY 5, 2019 
9:00 am – 1:00 pm

DUEBER UMC
645 Dueber Ave SW, 

Canton OH 44706

A MULTICULTURAL MINISTRIES EVENT OF THE EAST OHIO CONFERENCE OF THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

FREE & OPEN  
TO EVERYONE

Youth
Laity

Clergy

Register @  https://eastohiopovertysimulation.eventbrite.com | Please register by December 28.
For more information contact Courtney Gould at Vitality@eocumc.com 
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