
Life is the gift of God to us. And not just any old gift picked out as an afterthought. The Gift of God 

to us is Jesus Christ! This is the best, greatest, most beautiful, and most wonderful Gift that can be 

given! As Wesleyan Christians we celebrate the life of Christ in us as grace. Grace is wild, unpredicta-

ble, without bounds, and holy in every way. In the economy of God everything can be the means of 

grace shaping us into the likeness of the One who both created and bought us. Sisters and brothers, 

the wooing love of God spoke into our very souls the possibility that we are valued by God, wanted 

by God, and called by God. That gentle love became a flame burning in us, the call to ministry. Each 

of us is a beautiful reflection of Jesus who calls us! 

The heart of Jesus has called us to ministry in the Ohio Valley District of the UMC! Christ has called 

you to be the gift of God to the congregations you serve. In you, and in the gifts you bear, the body 

of Christ hears, sees, and experiences the Risen Christ. The wonder of this is that you experience Christ in the congregation. 

This relationship is characterized by the giving and receiving of love. God’s love is constantly poured out in you, in the congre-

gation, and your love is poured out to one another and to God. The giving and receiving never stops. Soon this giving and re-

ceiving pours out into the people around you, your neighbor, convenient store clerk, work mates, classmates. This outpouring of 

love and grace is powerful. It defines us, shapes us, and calls us out to things we never dreamed of doing, to go places we never 

thought to go, to speak peace in the midst of violence. Such is the nature of God and Church. 

This point in time confounds me. The society is worse than being uncivil. It is evil in many ways. The use and abuse of wealth, 

people, time, and energy leave me a bit dazed. The sheer selfishness and greed of our culture has no limits. Our denomination 

seems to act a bit more like the culture than is comfortable for me. We demand our own way and threaten to leave if we do not 

get it. Doesn’t sound or feel gospel at all. Where is the love and fruit of the Spirit? 

I am grateful for the guidance of Wesley. He taught us to do no harm; to do good; and to attend to the ordinances of God. That 

means read scripture, pray, take Communion, and worship at every opportunity. It also means to give to the poor and do works 

of mercy. I like how Wesley takes that which is far beyond us, the very life of God, and puts it in a form we can grasp. Who 

should follow these 3 simple rules? Well, all of us! Where should we employ the 3 simple rules? Well, right where we are! You do 

not have to go somewhere else to live with Jesus. When should we do the 3 simple rules? Now! Immediately! You cannot wait 

to pour out the love and grace given to you! So, what are we doing again? What are these 3 simple rules? We are following Je-

sus! We are answering the call of God! Wait, why are we doing this, why are we following these rules? Because we have been 

created for this, redeemed for this, and equipped for this! 

Wesley read scripture and prayed daily. He preached and taught almost daily. He supervised pastors, wrote letters, and con-

stantly guided those around him into relationship with Christ. In his spare time he visited prison, the sick, the poor, and gave 

away nearly all the money he earned. He wrote books on health, finances, and theology. He was always finding ways to make 

life better for everyone, especially those broken by life. Wesley simply lived his life as an offering to God. I do not think that we 

will all be like Wesley. My hope is that we will all be who God created us to be. We have, each one of us, been called to this time 

and place, to be the reflections of God’s love. We have been invited by the Risen Christ to live His life here and now. 

Peace, 

Bruce 

 

GIVING AND RECEIVING LOVE 

Ohio Valley District  
United Methodist Church 

February 2019 Volume 16, Issue 9 

Valley Vision 
Rev. Bruce Hitchcock, District Superintendent 
bhitchcock@eocumc.com 

mailto:bhitchcock@eocumc.com


• Friendship and Laughter 

• Challenge and Skills  

• Praise and Worship  

• Fun and Adventure  

• Exploring and Relaxing  

WHAT DO YOU NEED THIS SUMMER?  
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Creative Worship Workshop featuring Jason Moore  

February Birthdays 

1      Samuel Lucarelli (Powhatan Point/Amity) 

15    Pastor Phil Bliss (Brooks Run) 

15    Tonya Bliss (Brooks Run) 

17 Amy Monteith (Scott Memorial) 

19 Michael Myers (Leesville) 

21 Patti McPeek (Tri County Trinity Charge) 

23 Maggie Hoder (Flushing/ Bannock/ Maynard) 

Prayer Concerns 
 

Please pray for the families of the following. 

• Virginia R. Geiger, retired Associate 

Member and surviving spouse of Ralph 

Geiger, who died January 12, 2019.  

• James W. Keller, retired Elder, who died 

December 31, 2018.  

• James H. Humphrey, retired Elder, who 

died December 29, 2018.  

• Guinevere Y. Legg, surviving spouse of 

Donald Legg, who died December 13, 

2018. 

• Marie Rose Bibbee, surviving spouse of 

Kenneth Bibbee, died December 10, 2018.  

• Melissa Sue Stoddard, spouse of Everett 

Stoddard, who died December 8, 2018.  

MARCH 1, 9:30 A.M.—4:30 A.M., FAITH UMC, 75 NORTH SANDUSKY STREET, TIFFIN, OH 44883 

Our culture is obsessed with screens, from smart phones and tablets we carry around to large screens in our homes. The world 

around us has shifted to a communication form that the church is still struggling to fully understand. Regardless of worship 

style, it's imperative that the church embrace and master the use of image and creativity in the way we communicate the gos-

pel in worship. Spend the day with creative worship specialist, author and worship coach Jason Moore in an event designed for 

churches of all sizes, budgets and means. Best experienced as a team, The Creative Worship Workshop is filled with ideas that 

any church can implement. The deadline to register is February 25, 2019. Register at eoccreativeworshipwork-

shop.eventbrite.com or call 1-800-831-3972 x 121. Cost is $20. 

February 20 

• Campfire and Prayer 

• Horses and Nature 

• Swimming and Canoeing 

• Spiritual Growth 

• Leadership Development  

There is something special for you and your family at Camp. Explore an ad-

venture of Faith, Fun, and Friendship! For information on Summer Camps, 

contact your local church, visit www.EOCSummercamps.org, or call the East 

Ohio Camps Office at 330-499-3972 ext. 108.  

Congratulations to David and Allison Quillen 

(Hopedale/ Bloomingdale) on the birth of 

their twin boys. James Lee Quillen and      

Jeremiah Clinton Quillen were born on       

December 18, 2018. 

Please submit news, upcoming events, etc. 

to cevans@eocumc.com. Events to share 

on the website/Facebook page may be 

submitted at any time. 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/creative-worship-workshop-with-jason-moore-tickets-54666888134
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/creative-worship-workshop-with-jason-moore-tickets-54666888134
http://www.EOCSummercamps.org
mailto:cevans@eocumc.com
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United Methodist Women are 

unique individuals whose pur-

pose is to nurture, provide 

for, and encourage women, 

youth, and children. We gath-

er our time, energy, talents, 

and financial resources to an-

swer God’s call to mission. As for the finances in 2018, our 

Ohio Valley ladies raised $11, 681 for our pledge to East Ohio 

Conference United Methodist Women. This fell $ 319 short of 

our $12,000 goal.  Over and above that, we raised $896.68 for 

the 2018 Two Cents & a Prayer mission project of R J Ranch 

& Riding Center, a rehabilitation center for youth and chil-

dren. A Call to Prayer and Self Denial which is a special offer-

ing given with monies raised by specifically personally deny-

ing oneself of something we would have enjoyed, like a hot 

fudge sundae or a new book. Our women have answered God’s 

call and done us proud. Amen Ladies for your commitment 

and generosity. 

A MESSAGE FROM BISHOP TRACY MALONE: MOVING FORWARD IN MISSION  
Please read Bishop Malone's complete 

message at www.eocumc.com/bishop/

movingforwardinmission.html.  

From her message, please take note of the 

following: 

"As we prepare for the Special Session of 

General Conference and the days after, 

may we be committed to bring our best 

gifts … a praying spirit, a humble spirit, and a steadfast spirit 

… as an offering to honor Christ and the Church. May we 

have an unwavering trust in the power of the Holy Spirit to 

help us discover the gift of God’s grace to help us do what we 

are incapable of doing, to see what we cannot see, to hope 

where there is no hope, and to honor the Christ in each other!  

Our journey continues after the February 23-26 Special Ses-

sion of General Conference as we move forward with the mis-

sion of making disciples! 

My office will provide a prayer that I am asking to be shared 

in every congregation during worship on Sunday, March 3. 

This prayer will be available the week of February 25. 

I am calling all lay and clergy of East Ohio to attend one 

of the following informational gatherings led by me and 

members of the General Conference delegation. Specific 

locations will be announced soon. 

Saturday, March 9 10:00 – 11:30 a.m. Southern Region of 

the Conference  

Saturday, March 9 2:00 – 3:30 p.m. Central Region of the 

Conference  

Sunday, March 10 4:00 – 5:30 p.m Northern Region of the 

Conference 

We will present the facts of what happened at the Special 

Session (what decisions were made) and I will share how 

we move forward – what comes next – as we live into the 

mission of the Church which is, and will be, still yet alive!" 

YOUTH ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

JUNE 7-9 – LAKESIDE CHAUTAUQUA  

The theme for Youth Annual Conference 

2019 is Peace. A1 Chops, Egypt, and Jacob 

Finn join keynote speaker Stephanie Caro 

for this statewide event designed by youth 

for youth.  

Early Registration is OPEN!  $41per person 

through March 31.  Regular registration is $51 

per person from April 1 - May 24.  For more in-

formation go to www.eocumc.com/yac. Ques-

tions? Call 330-499-3972. 

The District will reimburse the $41 per person if 

you send us a copy of your paid registration.  

I give you peace, the kind of peace that only I can give. John 14:27  

MINISTRIES AND MISSIONS FUNDING 

Have a special project or program at your church that you 

think could use a little extra financial support to get off the 

ground? Please consider completing an Ministries and Mis-

sions Application which will be evaluated by the District 

Strategy/Missions/Ministries Committee. Note that not all 

applicants receive funding. Applications are available at 

www.eocumc.com/missions/_pdf2019/

AppApportionedFunding2020.pdf or call the District Of-

fice. 

Applications are due at the District Office by the end of 

business day on MONDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 2019. You 

can submit your applications via email, mail, or in person. 

If you have questions or want to read more about the pro-

cess to apply for funding, please see the East Ohio Confer-

ence website at www.eocumc.com/missions/funding-

forms.html. 

http://www.eocumc.com/bishop/movingforwardinmission.html
http://www.eocumc.com/bishop/movingforwardinmission.html
http://www.eocumc.com/yac
http://www.eocumc.com/missions/_pdf2019/AppApportionedFunding2020.pdf
http://www.eocumc.com/missions/_pdf2019/AppApportionedFunding2020.pdf
http://www.eocumc.com/missions/funding-forms.html
http://www.eocumc.com/missions/funding-forms.html
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February 

2 Leadership Committee Meeting 

3 Worshipping at Carrollton First UMC/The Bridge 

10 Preaching at Richmond UMC 

12-14 Cabinet 

20 Committee on Finance (Office & Expense) Meeting 

21  Strategy/Missions/Ministries Committee Meeting 

THE MISSION 

The Mission of the United Methodist Church is to make and mature 

disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.  

THE OHIO VALLEY STRATEGY 

FROM REVIVAL TO DISCIPLESHIP TO MISSION: 

To align resources, develop leaders and inspire growth to increase the 

number of vital congregations in the Ohio Valley District. 

THE GENERAL RULE OF DISCIPLESHIP 

To witness to Jesus Christ in the world and to follow his teachings 

through acts of compassion, justice, worship, and devotion under the 

guidance of the Holy Spirit.  

Changes in the District 

Pastor Rodney Bowers concluded his ministry at Bethel on 

January 1. 

Rev. Robert Hooker was appointed to Bethel effective 

January 1.  

Pastor Kathy Thomas was appointed to Amsterdam effec-

tive January 1 and will continue to serve Pine Grove. 

Pastor Vicki Muth began serving as supply pastor for  

Hanover on January 1. 

Scholarships Available 

Now is the time to seek out – and apply 

for – scholarships to help defray the cost 

of attending college. 

The East Ohio Conference website sim-

plifies your search. Go to 

www.eocumc.com/scholarships/

index.html for a listing of all the scholarships, grants, 

and loans that are available across all levels of The Unit-

ed Methodist Church. 

Most of the applications are due in March, so don’t de-

lay.  Start your search today. 

http://www.eocumc.com/scholarships/index.html
http://www.eocumc.com/scholarships/index.html

