
By far, the most asked question being asked in the Ohio Valley is, “What’s going to 

happen and what will you do?” I have answered the first half of the question with a 

cautious, “I am not sure, but I am quite sure of our Savior Jesus Christ.” Life is al-

ways in transition, changing, and often quite surprising. There is little certainty an-

ywhere, in anything, in anyone except that there will be change. In Christ alone, 

God alone, can we depend upon the certainty of Grace, Love, and Salvation. 

As for the second part of the question, “what will you do,” I will continue to pray, 

read scripture, give to the poor, engage in mission, forgive, and love. I cannot walk 

away from the ancient teachings of Jesus, the practices of my ancestors in the faith, 

and that which forges connections with the Living God. I will also endeavor to be 

faithful to my role as district superintendent. And if I can manage to be a good hus-

band, father, son, brother, and friend, then I am satisfied. 

I know that does not answer the question in the way desired by those asking. If the proposed protocol is ap-

proved, I see no reason to leave the UMC. The proposed big-tent UMC allows for conferences, congregations, 

and clergy to live out their identity in faith. Nothing will be imposed upon you. UM Churches in the Ohio Val-

ley can continue just as you are. 

I find it ironic that those who wish to leave the denomination over the actions of the Western Jurisdiction pro-

pose to act exactly like the Western Jurisdiction. Violation of our covenant is violation of our covenant. Two 

wrongs do not make a right. John Wesley was treated in a terrible manner by the Church of England. He was 

called names, ridiculed, and barred from preaching in their pulpits. Yet he never left the Church of England. 

He believed in covenants. Wesley’s choice certainly bears upon our deliberation. 

That is not to say that I am ok with the way we have behaved toward one another, spoken to one another, and 

plotted against one another. We are a sinful bunch. Jesus warns us against judging one another, calls us to 

forgive, and calls us to love one another. The life and teachings of Jesus weigh heavy on my heart and mind as 

we choose to part from one another rather than forgive and love one another. In the Gospels, the crucifixion of 

Jesus is proclaimed. One reflection on the crucifixion is that Jesus experienced crucifixion because that is 

what we humans experience. It’s what we do to one another. Is it going too far to suggest that we are still at 

the business of destroying the Body of Christ? Surely loving forgiveness and humble repentance is a better 

path. 

The Gospels also proclaim the resurrection of Jesus. This hope is my hope. We believe in death and resurrec-

tion. My hope is in the Risen Christ, who is to come. This Jesus Christ is my hope now and for whatever the 

future holds. 

Peace, 

Bruce 
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In 2019, Ohio Valley District United 

Methodist Women worked and sacri-

ficed to strive toward our district goals.  

Through that process, we paid               

$10, 332.29 toward our pledge, an ad-

ditional $851.00 for the World Thank offering, and             

$960.84 for our Two Cents and a Prayer offering. The 2019 

project was a women’s rescue mission right here in our dis-

trict.  This totals $12,144.80 paid directly to missions. 

Yes, numbers do not lie but they can leave a lot of details and 

information out or be used to skew the picture. What is miss-

ing here is even though many of our lady’s bodies do not al-

ways cooperate as well as we would like, we still find energy 

and drive to serve.  Outside sources try to confuse us in what 

our true mission is and what it can be.  Our ladies still serve 

in their local churches, financially support said churches, and 

stretch to include their own local projects. Many women and 

youth serve in area missions like food pantries, mentoring 

programs, service to senior communities, to name a few.  

Just over 150 years ago, eight ladies in the Boston area decid-

ed to help women and children who were not receiving medi-

cal care or an education.  Within six months, finances were 

generated through the grassroots and two women who 

agreed to serve a new mission field were on their way.  This 

was the beginning of what we now call United Methodist 

Women.  Those ladies were a force to be reckoned with then.  

Still raising their own funds, that force is now world-wide 

and remains strong in ministering to women, children, and 

youth with plans to continue for another 150. years. 

NUMBERS DON’T LIE 

Friday—Sunday, February 21—23  

702 Main St, Wintersville OH 43953. Phone: 740-264-1676 

 

Wintersville UMC invites everyone to join them for a Celebra-

tion Weekend. 

Friday Evening Dedication Celebration  

5:30 pm—6:30 pm   Appetizers and Tours  

6:30 pm Dedication  

7:00 pm—8:00 pm Celebration Praise Concert "Ignite Worship" 
 

Saturday Morning  Celebration Mission and Outreach  

10:00 am—Noon  Help us reach out to our community.  We will 

be doing mission projects with The Urban Mission, Friendship 

Room, Refuge for Women, Local Shut ins, Making Prayer blan-

kets and more! 
 

Saturday Afternoon Sporting Skills & Drills Challenges 

1:00 pm—4:00 pm  Check out and use our new Gym!  All Ages! 

 

Saturday Evening  Celebration Revival   

7:00 pm  Guest Speaker:  Alex McFarland  

As a Christian apologist, author, evangelist, religion and culture 

analyst, and advocate for biblical truth, Alex McFarland speaks 

worldwide. He has preached in over 1,500 churches throughout 

North America and numerous more internationally. He also 

speaks at Christian events, conferences, debates, and other ven-

ues to teach biblical truths and preach the gospel.  Alex’s great-

est passion is growing the Body of Christ and instructing Chris-

tians on how to stand strong in the face of ever-diminishing 

morals, ethics, and values. 
 

Sunday Evening Children's & Youth Rally  

5:00 pm—7:00 pm  Entertainment by Weird Eric and Alex 

McFarland. Pizza and Snacks Provided!  Activities for ages 4 

thru college. 

WINTERSVILLE UMC 
CELEBRATION WEEKEND 

SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE 
Now is the time to seek out – and apply 

for – scholarships to help defray the cost 

of attending college. The East Ohio Con-

ference website simplifies your search. 

Go to http://www.eocumc.com/

scholarships/ for a listing of all the schol-

arships, grants, and loans that are available across all levels of 

The United Methodist Church. Most of the applications are 

due in March, so don’t delay.  Start your search today.  

http://www.eocumc.com/scholarships/
http://www.eocumc.com/scholarships/
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Prayer Concerns 
 

Our sympathies are extended to 
Pastor John Carpenter and his 
family after the death of his 
mother, Catherine Winters, on 
December 8. 

Please pray for the families of : 

• Michael L. Conley, spouse of 
the Rev. Nancy L. Conley, 
who died January 8. 

• Donna Paull, surviving 
spouse of the Rev.  Jerry 
Paull, who died December 
28. 

• Rev. Keith N. Mostad, retired 
Elder, who died December 
22. 

• Rev. James Dyer, retired 
Elder, who died December 17. 

• Nancy Harvey, spouse of the 
Rev. William Harvey, who 
died December 4. 

• Rev. Ronald H. Goetz, retired 
Elder, who died December 2. 

February Birthdays 
1 Samuel Lucarelli (Powhatan 
 Pt/Amity) 

19 Michael Myers (Leesville) 

23 Maggie Hoder (Flushing/
 Bannock/Maynard) 

Happy Belated Birthday to Pastor 
Becky Latynski (Bridgeport First/
Brooks Run) who celebrated her 
birthday on December 20. 

Free to a good 
home 

Pleasant Grove UMC has choir 
robes and music available. 
They also have VBS Material, 
“The Amazing Race.” If inter-
ested, please call the church at 
740-546-2241.  

At East Ohio Camps, we have been making and maturing 

disciples of Jesus Christ for 50 plus years. Pioneers and 

visionaries saw the need for sites and programs in crea-

tion where people gathered to experience spiritual birth, 

growth, and renewal. There are thousands of people, 

now scattered all over the world or living in the great 

beyond with their Savior, who would call East Ohio 

Camps their spiritual birthplace or home.  

Our hope is that you and your family will become a part of this rich history by partic-

ipating in the 2020 Summer Camp program. Our prayer is that East Ohio Camps will 

become a spiritual home for your family.  

For information on Summer Camps, contact your local church or visit 

www.EOCSummercamps.org or call the Camps Office at 330-499-3972 ext. 108.  

EAST OHIO CAMPS 

LAY SERVANT CLASSES 

Saturday, March 14 

8:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m. Lunch provided. 

Scott Memorial UMC 

807 E Market St, Cadiz OH 43907 
 

Two classes will be offered: the Basic Course in Lay Servant Ministry and “Each One a Minis-

ter,” an Advanced Course on Spiritual Gifts.  

Flyers and registration forms are available in the district office. 

Questions:  Becky Latynski: 330-843-8066 (text or call), blatynski@yahoo.com  

 Jerry Rinehart: 330-972-0433 (text or call), jerry.rinehart@pccairfoils.com 

 Solomon Cruz: 330-204-2439 (text or call), solomoncruz1986@gmail.com 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/southern-hills-poverty-simulation-tickets-88690803581
http://www.EOCSummercamps.org
mailto:blatynski@yahoo.com
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mailto:solomoncruz1986@gmail.com
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9 Preaching at Carrollton First UMC 

18-20 Cabinet 

 

The Mission 

The Mission of the United Methodist Church is to make 
and mature disciples of Jesus Christ for the transfor-

mation of the world.  

THE OHIO VALLEY STRATEGY 
From Revival to Discipleship to Mission: 

To align resources, develop leaders and inspire growth to 
increase the number of vital congregations  in the Ohio 

Valley District. 

The General Rule of Discipleship 

To witness to Jesus Christ in the world and to follow his 
teachings through acts of compassion, justice, worship, 

and devotion under the guidance of the Holy Spirit.  

February 20 

Please submit news, upcoming events, 
etc. to Carol at cevans@eocumc.com or 
740-264-1601.  

If you currently receive a print newslet-
ter and would prefer e-mail, please  let 
Carol know. 

Changes around the District 

effective July 1 
Rev. Jeff Proya  (Bell Chapel) will be retiring. 

Rev. Kevin Rinkes (Toronto First) will be retiring. 

Rev. Edna Stahl  (Shelby Trinity) will be appointed to Toronto 
First. 

Rev. Diane Bell (Lodi) will be appointed to Bell Chapel. 

The Spring District Conference will take place on Satur-
day, March 28 from 9:00 a.m.—noon at Wintersville 
UMC’s Center for Hope. Details will be in the March 
Newsletter. 
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