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Fare Well 
Dear Friends, 
 

The words Farewell and Goodbye are not easy to speak but are rich in heart and soul. Goodbye is actually a contrac-
tion of “God be with you” while Fare Thee Well is an expression of desire that all would go well for you in the future, 
that you would “fare well” in all your endeavors. Hard as these words are to say, they express how we feel as we pre-
pare to move to a new place of service. 
 

Above all, I feel a deep sense of gratitude to God for you. I love how the Apostle Paul expresses his thankfulness for 
the beloved congregation (Philippians 1:3 The Message): 

 

Every time you cross my mind, I break out in exclamations of thanks to God. Each exclamation is a trigger to prayer. I find my-
self praying for you with a glad heart.   

 

Yes! This is how I feel about this Ohio Valley District. It has been a privilege and a joy in Christ to serve among you and with you over these past 
seven years. I thank God for you and I thank God for this experience.  
 

When I think back on these seven years, I have to say that for me the best experiences have been first of all in worship in Ohio Valley churches of 
all sizes and locations. From the smallest to the largest, I have been blessed by faithful preaching, teaching and pastoring. This became especially 
meaningful in the past year as Lynelle accompanied me from church to church. A close second are the fall consultations with individual pastors and 
SPRC teams. I have  enjoyed our heartfelt conversations and recognize your heart to serve our Lord as the people of Ohio Valley. 
 

As in any ministry, there are high moments mixed in with harder moments. If I can be 
perfectly honest, one of the more difficult experiences for me was the decision of the 
Sycamore Tree UMC pastor and members to leave the United Methodist Church as of 
July 1, 2017. But while for many reasons I felt disheartened by this separation, there 
followed a far deeper sense of  restoration and transformation and new life that has 
brought healing to my soul. That unwelcome “No Loitering” sign near the front door 
has come down and a promising ministry to area youth has risen up in its place. Prayer-
ful and vital collaboration is happening with the Ohio Valley Youth Network, now cen-
tered in the Sycamore facility, as the team works closely with area churches, the Steu-
benville Urban Mission and the Steubenville City Schools. Bobbyjon Bauman and the 
OVYN team have developed a Holy Spirit-inspired vision to reach the youth of the 
community in very positive and dynamic ways. The facility itself is being remarkably 
transformed under the leadership of project coordinator Paula Stevens, with every dusty 
room and every piece of broken furniture faithfully and beautifully restored and repur-
posed to meet the needs of our area youth. Already area youth are being drawn to this 
ministry. This is kingdom of God transformation that sets my heart on fire with the 
goodness of God and the resourcefulness of God’s people. Wow! Ohio Valley United 
Methodist Churches, let’s be sure we join this movement of God right here in our midst! 
 

Throughout my journey of faith and ministry, the high moments far outweigh the hard moments we all face from time to time. Both Lynelle and I 
will carry many high Ohio Valley moments with us as we travel north to serve our Lord through the Mayfield United Methodist Church. You have 
become friends in Christ and we have been blessed by you. Thank you! 
 

The work of ministry is never really complete. We pass on our work to our friends and successors who will faithfully carry on with the vision God 
has given us. In this spirit and with a grateful heart Lynelle and I welcome Rev. Bruce and Melissa Hitchcock to this Ohio Valley ministry.  We 
praise God for you. Praise God from whom all blessings flow! 
 

Jim  

Valley 
Vision Rev. Jim Winkler, District Superintendent 

ovds@ovdumc.com 



Employment Opportunities 

Upcoming Events 

Carrollton First UMC/The Bridge is looking for an outgoing individual who has a passion for working with teenagers and young adults in 
a Christian environment, and feels led by God’s calling to serve as the Director of Youth and Young Adult Ministries. Some important 
qualifications include being able to effectively “connect” with the youth and young adults on an interpersonal level and being a role model 
for the youth by demonstrating a Christ-like attitude in all circumstances. The Director will be responsible for leading the youth group for 
ages middle school and high school and developing a young adult program. This is a salaried 30-35 hour per week position. Resume, cover 
letter and three references must be sent by email to office@yellowbrickchurch.org, or mailed to Carrollton First UMC, PO Box 85, Carroll-
ton, Ohio 44615, no later than June 4. Contact Pastor Kimberly Arbaugh with questions at 330-627-7671. 

Carrollton First UMC/The Bridge is looking for a team player to fill the position of Director of Christian Education. Some important 
characteristics include a passion for ministry and coordinating programming of Children’s Ministry. This staff position would also require the 
applicant to work with recruiting, training, directing and supporting volunteer staff. This is a salaried 15-20 hour per week position. Resume, 
cover letter and three references must be sent by email to office@yellowbrickchurch.org, or mailed to Carrollton First UMC, PO Box 85, 
Carrollton, Ohio 44615, no later than June 4. Contact Pastor Kimberly Arbaugh with questions at 330-627-7671. 

Thoburn UMC, in St. Clairsville, is seeking an Organist. Currently this position entails playing the Church’s Humpe Pipe Organ (14 rank, 2 
manual) for two Sunday morning services, as well as additional services as needed (Ash Wednesday, Maundy Thursday, Christmas Eve, etc.)  
and assisting the Choir as necessary. The Organist is expected to work in collaboration with the Pianist, Music Director and Pas-
toral Staff. A degree in Music and previous experience as an Organist is preferred. Interested applicants can send a Resume and references 
to Thoburn UMC, P.O. Box #4, 209 East Main Street, St. Clairsville, Ohio 43950. 

East Ohio Evangelical Fellowship Banquet, Wednesday, June 13, 6:30 to 8 PM at Wesley Lodge North. Cost $20- lasagna, Caesar salad, 
dessert and beverages. Sen. Patricia Miller of Indiana, Executive Director of The Confessing Movement, Executive member of the World 
Methodist Council, and a member of the Commission On A Way Forward will be our featured speaker this year. Please order tickets in ad-
vance by contacting: Pastor Tom Snyder, revtds@zoominternet.net; 419-632-4570 cell of 419-685-9166 home.  

Victory in Da Ville, Saturday, June 30, 12 to 4 PM at Brentwood UMC, 148 Stephen St., Wintersville, OH 43953. Free event with live 
music, a Car/Bike Cruise In and much more. Featured performers include the Grace Point Worship Band, CBE180, Trey Freeman and Sweet 
Harmonies. Free homemade food and a Kids’ Korner. For more information, contact Brentwood UMC at 740-264-4531. 

Bethel United Methodist Church Celebrating Bicentennial 

Bethel UMC is celebrating their bicentennial July 27-29. Plans are in the making and it is 
looking to be a wonderful celebration.  The weekend kicks off on Friday night with a tent 
revival led by Rev. Henry Mooney.  Saturday morning at 7 a.m., a pancake and sausage 
breakfast will be served followed by a day packed with kid’s games, a petting zoo, music 
throughout the day and a full lunch stand with all the favorites!  Saturday afternoon, a 
cemetery walk will be conducted as a local historian tells you some interesting information 
of a few of the people buried there.  Saturday night the revival will continue with more 
music.  Sunday morning, a circuit rider will journey into the churchyard for the morning 
sermon.  An oral history of the church will be conducted along with the sermon. The cele-
bration will conclude with a picnic lunch on the church grounds.  

Period (1800) clothing is encouraged!  The interior of the church will be adorned with 
quilts on the pews and photos and articles of the church history.  A time capsule will be 

buried on Saturday.   A plaque will be dedicated and placed on the exterior of the Church to commemorate the celebration.   

All welcome! Come help us celebrate this special time for Bethel. 
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District Directory 
We are trying to be good stewards of the district’s apportionments. The 
directory is available each year on our website. If you need printed copies, 
please notify the district office. We will only print the number requested. 

Charge Conference Forms 
Pastors who attend annual conference will receive their infor-
mation as well as their SPPR’s. (SPPR chairs, ask your pastors 
for your copy.) If you do not attend conference, watch your 
mail. All forms will be available on our website by July 15. 



2019 Members at Large Elected 
At the District Conference on April 21, the following were elected as 2019 Members at 
Large. The order of election is as follows: 

Gay Warren (Richmond); Sue Rogers (Scio); Betty Wilson (Hammondsville); Dean 
Rinehart (Mt Pleasant); Ann Wiley (Amsterdam); Gary Cain (Christ); Robert King 
(Dellroy); Carolyn Hill (Herrington Bethel); Kathy Mallernee (Deersville); Christina 
McLean (Pleasant Grove); Ron Smith (Wintersville); Bob Wagner (Harsh Memorial); 
Robert Blanke (Jewett); Betty Alvey (Finley); Richard Beatty (New Rumley); Mikayla 
Kovacik (Toronto Riverview); Jill Mullins (Leesville); Janice Fullwood (Finley); 
Marianne O’Donnell (Mt Zion); Susan Blanke (Jewett); Susan Brown (Lincoln Ave-
nue); Nicholas Myser (Thoburn); Cathy Salsberry (Christ); Kristin Myser (Thoburn); 
Elizabeth West (Bellaire South); Don Devore (Christ); Fred Strawser (Sherrodsville 
Calvary); Mary Avis Henry (Mt Zion); Merrilee Lewandoski (New Somerset) 
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Prayer Concerns 

 Pastors and  churches as they are in the proc-
ess of moving to new appointments 

 

In sympathy: 

Please pray for the families of: 

Rev. Richard L. Burns, retired elder, died May 1. 

Judith Reinke, spouse of Pastor Daniel Reinke, 
died Mary 4. 

Christine E. Germaine, spouse of  Rev. John M. 
Germaine, died May 5. 

Rev. Robert A. Jones, retired elder, died May 8.  

Rev. Donald W. Shilling, retired elder, died    
May 17. 

Happy June Birthdays 

8 Chris Davis (Empire/ Harmony) 

10 Linda Little (Asbury Greater Parish) 

11 Linda Smith (Mt Pleasant– Carroll) 

13 Ann Quillen (Wintersville) 

13   Metta Hoff (Dillonvale/ Hopewell) 

22 Rev. James Hoff (Dillonvale/ Hope-
well) 

23 Rev. Bob Miller (Amsterdam/ Mt 
Zion) 

25 Pastor Steve Browning (Buena Vista/ 
Unionport) 

Due to the generosity of churches and 
individuals who attended the District 
Conference on April 21, we received 
$2,009 towards Camperships.  Thank 

you, everyone! 

Due to this overwhelming response, there will be funds to 
help about 40 kids at $50 each.  The request for funds 
must come from the church and the checks will be written 
to the church for their disbursement.  If for any reason a 
child cannot attend camp after receiving the funds, just 
return the monies to the office for use for someone else. 

 

Campership Funds 
Available 

Changes in the District 
Bishop Malone has announced the following appointments to be effective July 1: 

Pastor Frank Rogers will be appointed to the Empire UMC and will continue 
serving the New Somerset UMC. 

Pastor Sam Davis is concluding his ministry at Empire effective June 30, but 
will be remaining as pastor at Mingo Harmony. 

Pastor Mary Hessler will be appointed to the Martins Ferry First UMC. 

Pastor Steven Rice is concluding his ministry with Powhatan Point and Amity. 

Pastor Deborah Kellar will be concluding her ministry at Hanover as of       
June 30, but will be remaining as pastor at Scio. 

Rev. Robert Hooker will be concluding his time as interim pastor at Smithfield 
UMC as of June 30.  

Pastor Damian Williamson will be appointed to Smithfield UMC. 

Pastor Ed Kovacik will be concluding his ministry at Bray’s Chapel as of June 
30, but will be remaining as pastor at Toronto Riverview. 

Summer Office Hours 
 
The District Office will begin their summer office hours the 
week after Annual Conference. Beginning June 21, the office 
will be open from 8 AM to 3 PM Monday thru Thursday and 
closed on Fridays. 

Reminders to the Local Chuches 
 
 2017 Audits were due March 31.  If you have not mailed yours to the District 

Office, please do so ASAP. 

 Ministerial Assessments  were due May 1.  If you have not yet sent yours to the 
District Office, please do ASAP.  These were to be done by the SPPR with the 
Pastor. 

 Incorporation status:  Churches are required to renew their incorporation every 
five years.  Check yours today.  Renewal notices are mailed to the person listed 
as your statutory agent.  If that person has moved, etc. and the mail is returned, 
the Secretary of State does not forward these on.  If you want to check your 
status go to the Secretary of State website and look under Business Search.  If 
you need assistance with this, call Carol. 
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Where is the DS in June? 

THE MISSION 

The Mission of the United Methodist Church is to make and mature 
disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.  

THE OHIO VALLEY STRATEGY 
FROM REVIVAL TO DISCIPLESHIP TO MISSION: 

To align resources, develop leaders and inspire growth to increase the 
number of vital congregations in the Ohio Valley District. 

THE GENERAL RULE OF DISCIPLESHIP 
To witness to Jesus Christ in the world and to follow his teachings 

through acts of compassion, justice, worship, and devotion under the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit.  

All Newsletter items for July/August issue must be in the district 
office by June 20. 

YOUTH ANNUAL CONFER-
ENCE (YAC):  Teens from across 
Ohio will gather at Lakeside Chautau-
qua June 8-10 for YAC ’18.  Ephesians 
4:3-6 is the guiding verse for this 
year’s theme We Are One. Register 
now through April 4 and pay only 
$40/person. Learn more about YAC 
’18 at www.eocumc.com/yac   

The District will assist all those going by paying the $40 
early registration fee.  Send receipt of payment to the 
District Office for reimbursement. 

District Office will be closed  the week  of Annual 
Conference, June 11 - 15.    

New E-Mail Address 
As of July 1,  these will be the e-mail addresses 
for the District Office. 
 

Rev. Bruce Hitchcock -   

bhitchcock@eocumc.com 
 

Carol Evans (administrative assistant) - 
cevans@eocumc.com 


