
In 1995, I had the privilege to visit Mutare, Zimbabwe. That is 

the location of Old Mutare Mission and Africa University. God 

used that pilgrimage to transform my heart, mind, and spirit. 

The people were profoundly shaped by prayer, scripture, and 

pursuing the vision God had placed in their hearts. Bishop 

Hartzell was praying on the mountain behind the Mission Sta-

tion. During that prayer, God gave him a vision of people from 

all over Africa coming into the valley for education.  

Today the Valley of Dreams is the site of one of the best Mis-

sions in the world, Africa University. Over 7,000 graduates are slowly shaping a new Africa. 

The school is a wild success in terms of growth, high quality education, and the spread of the Gospel of Jesus 

Christ! When the Church acts together in mission for the cause of Christ, miraculous things happen. 

Bishop Malone has been led by God to call the East Ohio Conference to a new dream for Africa University. The vi-

sion is to build a new Residence Hall for women. The need for the Residence Hall is quite clear. The population of 

women attending AU has grown rapidly. There is no more dorm space on campus. The result is that women attend-

ing AU are placed in dangerous situations. They are living in the bush. They are walking great distances to get to 

school. They are vulnerable to being trafficked or robbed.  

The Teach • Reach • Bless campaign goal is to raise 1.5 million dollars to build and operate a residence hall for 

women. The Mission and Strategy Committee of the Ohio Valley has decided to respond by giving $26,500. That is 

enough money to build and furnish a dorm room for two women at Africa University. Our challenge to you is to 

match that $26,500.  

The campaign duration is three years. Our hope is that churches capable of providing $26,500 over three years will 

do so. Our hope is that individuals capable of providing $26,500, or more, will do so. Our hope is that everybody, 

regardless of giving capacity, has the opportunity to participate! A small church providing as little as $330 a year 

ends up giving almost $1,000. Sunday School Classes, Youth Groups, UMWs and other women’s groups, UMMs, 

and other men’s groups all have the capacity to change the lives of Christian sisters in Zimbabwe. This is an oppor-

tunity to literally change the lives of God’s children for the better! 

Look for more information at Spring District Conference! Resources, including printable articles, videos, and com-

mitment cards are available on the Conference website at  https://www.eocumc.com/teachreachbless/ or by calling 

the District Office. 

Peace, 

Bruce 
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ELECTION DAY LUNCH 

Saturday, March 28 

9:30 a.m.—12:00 p.m.  

Wintersville UMC’s Center for Hope 

702 Main St, Wintersville 43953  
 

Join us for the Spring District Conference! The morning will 

begin with worship led by Rev. Bruce Hitchcock. We will con-

duct the necessary District Conference business. Following the 

meeting, Rev. Hitchcock will be presenting a workshop for 

SPRC Committees. 

Tuesday, March 17 

11:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m.  

Brilliant UMC 

525 LaBelle St, Brilliant OH 43913 
 

Brilliant UMC will again hold its Election Day Lunch. The 

menu consists of soup, sandwiches and desserts. It will include: 

Bean Soup, Chicken Noodle Soup, Broccoli Cheese Soup & Veg-

etable Soup, Shredded Turkey Sandwiches, Hot Dogs and Slop-

py Joes, Pasta Salad and assorted desserts. Prices vary. Take 

outs are available by calling (740) 598-4472.  

Mission u (July 24-26 ) gives all women a wonderful time of 

Christian fellowship, discussion, and growth plus so much 

more in our journey of faith.  The food is delicious, and the 

bedrooms remind you of college. Chauffeured golf cart rides 

are available for all so walking is limited. The Studies include: 

SPIRITUAL GROWTH: Finding Peace in the Midst of Anxiety, 

GEOGRAPHIC: United Methodist Women in Mission 150 

Years and Beyond. SOCIAL ISSUES: Mass Incarceration: 

School-to-Prison Pipeline, YOUTH: Walking with Jesus in 

Anxious Times: Managing Anxiety, CHILDREN: Growing in 

Peace Instead of Fear: Understanding Emotions. 

I encourage you to attend! Please see your unit leaders for a 

registration form and scholarship form. If you can’t give a 

weekend please consider the 1 day Sampler. 

Dorothy Turner, Education and Interpretation 

BEDS FOR KIDS 

Building bunk beds for kids is a volunteer project.  The beds 

are being built by volunteers; the lumber has been donated by 

Lowes Home Center in Steubenville; mattress have been pur-

chase with grants from the Ohio Valley District and Appalachi-

an Ministry Network Hunger & Poverty Funding.   The beds 

are being built at Urban Mission under the leadership of Ter-

rance Rainbow and Pastor Bill Westling.  

We have a list of parents and kids who are waiting for the beds. 

We need sheets, blankets, comforters and pillows.   Please 

bring donations to the Urban Mission, be sure to mark it Beds 

for Kids. If you can purchase items for a specific child or would 

like additional information, please phone Sharon Kirtdoll at 

740-632-0980.. 

SPRING DISTRICT CONFERENCE 
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Prayer Concerns 
 

Please pray for the families of : 

• Susan E. Brown, Elder in Full 
Connection, who died Febru-
ary 21. 

• Ronald E. Benson, retired 
Elder, who died February 15. 

• Vergil A. Herzberger, retired 
Elder, who died February 15. 

March Birthdays 
1 Tammy Rogers (Empire/New 
 Somerset) 

2 Pastor Allen Hill (Herrington 
 Bethel) 

9  Maple Woods (New Alexan-
 dria/George’s Run) 

12 Pastor John Jackson (Lansing) 

13 Pastor Frank Rogers (Empire/
 New  Somerset) 

14 Linda Lish (Bellaire South) 

16 Pastor Dixie Hendricks 
 (Perrysville/Pleasant Hill) 

19 Doug Arbaugh (Carrollton 
 First) 

23 Terry Latysnki (Bridgeport/
 Brooks Run) 

25    Pastor Bob Carson (E S: 
 Church of the Cross) 

Join us on the above dates or contact the site. For information on Summer Camps, visit www.EOCSummercamps.org or call 

the Camps Office at 330-499-3972 ext. 108. The District Office will again be providing kids with camperships of $50 per 

child. The request for funds must come from the church and the checks will be written to the church for disbursement. 

GC 2020 INFORMATION FORUM  
LIVE STREAM 
Saturday, March 7 

10:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. (Doors open at 9:30 a.m.) 

Carrollton First UMC, 253 S Lisbon St, Carrollton 44615  & 

Scott Memorial UMC,  817 E Market St, Cadiz 43907  

 

On Saturday, March 7 from 10:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m., there will be an informational forum  at 

Garfield Memorial UMC in Pepper Pike. The Protocol of the Reconciliation and Grace 

through Separation will be presented. The Protocol is one of the major proposals to be acted 

upon at GC 2020, but it does not represent a final decision for a course of action for The 

United Methodist Church. When General Conference receives this recommendation and pro-

posed legislation in May, delegates will be able to adopt it, modify it, or do something differ-

ent.  

East Ohio GC 2020 delegation members and Bishop Tracy S. Malone will give leadership to 

this forum. The session will be live streamed at www.eocumc.com/gc/GC2020infoforum and 

recorded for future viewing.  

The Ohio Valley District will be live streaming the forum  at Carrollton First UMC and Scott 

Memorial UMC in Cadiz. All are invited to join us! 

http://www.EOCSummercamps.org
http://www.eocumc.com/gc/GC2020infoforum
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4 at Copeland Oaks 

5  dCOM Interviews 

7 Live Stream Watch Party at Scott Memorial 

11  Office Closed—Day of Visioning at Area Center 

12  dCOM  

15  Tuscarawas District Spring District Conference 

17-19 Cabinet 

23  Pittsburgh Seminary Visit 

28  Spring District Conference  

31 Cabinet 

 

The Mission 

The Mission of the United Methodist Church is to make 
and mature disciples of Jesus Christ for the transfor-

mation of the world.  

THE OHIO VALLEY STRATEGY 
From Revival to Discipleship to Mission: 

To align resources, develop leaders and inspire growth to 
increase the number of vital congregations  in the Ohio 

Valley District. 

The General Rule of Discipleship 

To witness to Jesus Christ in the world and to follow his 
teachings through acts of compassion, justice, worship, 

and devotion under the guidance of the Holy Spirit.  

March 21 

Please submit news, upcoming events, 
etc. to Carol at cevans@eocumc.com or 
740-264-1601.  

If you currently receive a print newslet-
ter and would prefer e-mail, please  let 
Carol know. 

 

Reminder:  2019 Audits are due in the 

District Office  by March 31.   

All churches are required to do a year-

ly audit!  If you need a blank hard copy, 

please call the District Office at  740-264-1601. 
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