
This week I have been reading and praying Psalm 121. It is a brilliant and familiar Psalm of Ascent. 

Psalms of Ascent are somewhat brief, and it is thought that they were sung by the faithful journeying to 

Jerusalem for holy festivals. Jerusalem sits on Mount Zion and the Temple sat on what is called the 

Temple Mount. As the pilgrims walked, sang, and prayed the Psalms their eyes would be drawn up to 

the beauty of the Temple and the end of their journey. Security, sustenance, rest, and the promise of 

holy celebration would come into sight. 

This journey of the faithful, or pilgrimage, was not easy in the best of times. During difficult times the 

journey was hard, dangerous, and costly. Every journey of faithful people pursuing God leave the pil-

grim vulnerable and in uncertain circumstances. 

Psalm 121 has been described as a song of faith in God, a song of trust in God’s protection, and has served as an anchor in turbulent 

moments of life. All three are true and right. I recall burying my Uncle many years ago on O’Dell’s Nob. It was the high point of the 

surrounding country. I still remember reading Psalm 121 and experiencing the calm, comforting Presence of God. The Scripture and 

the beauty of the hills all about us acted to bring the Risen Savior close to us in a time of loss and grief.  

Psalm 121 has four parts. The first part teaches the reader and singer that help comes from the LORD who created all that exists. There 

is more help available to us that what we contrive for ourselves or comes from other humans. There is Divine help available! The sec-

ond part teaches that God never sleeps or grows weary of watching over us. All other helpers fail this test. The third part drives home 

the point of how Superior Divine Help is. Night and Day come and go, but neither will strike us. God’s watch is without pause or break. 

The fourth part reveals that God keeps us from evil, keeps under watch our lives. The wonderful phrase, “God will keep our going out 

and coming in,” is found here. The watch is now and forevermore.  

It is a great comfort to know such a One, the Almighty has such love and care for us! Not a moment passes by without God standing at 

hand ready and able to assist, care for, and protect us. 

We live in a time of “coming in.” We have spent quite a bit of time sheltering in place due to COVID-19. Social distancing is becoming a 

bit of a bother. I am weary of it. In the past six weeks we have learned of, and sometimes experienced, the passing of 57,000 fellow 

citizens. Had we not sheltered in place it is likely the number of deaths would be much higher. We are now thinking about re-opening 

the country. This is difficult due to the many complexities involved. A one size fits all plan is impossible. What might work in rural 

areas would never work in cities. Within cities and rural areas there are circumstances that require different ways of opening. Even 

among the churches in the Ohio Valley different ways of reopening will be required. Some congregations worship with 5 to 10 people. 

Some congregations worship with 300+. The same plan will not work for every church. For now, we remain committed to postponing 

worship until the medical and science experts provide the information and plan to begin worship again. So let’s plan for, long for, sing 

and pray for, the day when we can safely worship together in person. Please take a moment to watch the Bishop’s video from April 29 

about looking forward to reopening, even if it is too soon to give a specific date. The video is available on the Conference website and 

Facebook page. 
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For I was hungry, and you gave me food, I was thirsty, and you gave me drink…Mathew 25:35 

UMAMN in response to the COVID-19 virus have modified our granting rubric for this time of special need. With so 

many being out of work and those who have little or no food security we have decided to focus this round of grants to 

those areas and ministries who provide immediate hunger relief. There are many food banks and hunger relief pro-

grams UMAMN has funded. Thus, we have a network of these ministries throughout Appalachia. UMAMN board of director are tak-

ing the following actions:  

• Ask current supporters for a “Special Donation” during the COVID – 19 pandemic. 

• Award previously funded grant site an emergency $500 thereby increasing the number of recipients and providing food to more 

families whose needs are greater due to shutdowns and job loss. 

• Update new application guidelines for this spring on feeding families and programs that offer food. Projects with other objectives 

will be held until our fall award cycle, however, special consideration will be given to a new project that focuses on feeding fami-

lies. Maximum award is $1000. The application submission deadlines in 2020 are May 15, 2020 and September 30, 2020.  Appli-

cations are available at the district office or by contacting Angela Kirtdoll at kirtdoll.umamn@gmail.com. 

Donations are appreciated in any form one chooses: 

through the General Advance #982041: https://advance.umcmission.org/p-630-appalachian-ministry-network.aspx  

by check/money order mailed to: UMAMN 301 North Fifth Street Steubenville, Ohio 43952 

or credit/debit card by using our Givelify App 

In the service of the Lord, 

Angela Kirtdoll, Executive Coordinator  

I confess to you the desire to go out and about right now. I am weary of social distancing. But I will not go out if that means endangering 

you, my family, even strangers I don’t know. I trust fully that God watches over you and me, but I will not put the Lord to the test by 

acting out my selfish desire and go out. Nor will I assert my personal civil rights, if that endangers others. This is not a matter of civil 

rights. It is a matter of life and death. It is not a denial or loss of civil rights to act in a socially responsible manner in order to save lives. 

If I had my way, 57,000 people would still be alive, the economy would be healthy and robust, and our sanctuaries would be full of peo-

ple singing praises to the Risen Savior! If I had my way, we would reopen everything tomorrow, we would greet each other with hand-

shakes and hugs, and we would gather by the thousands to celebrate life. If I had my way, we would stop using the pandemic as means 

of political attack, we would stop pointing the finger of blame at one another, and we would take the time to pray for one another in 

deep compassion.  

In the past several days I have heard that our circumstances are the fault of: China, the Democratic party, the Republican party, the 

wealthy, Bill Gates, a fellow District Supt., President Trump, Nancy Pelosi, Bishop Malone, and a wide range of others. We really know 

how to blame others for whatever is wrong! The best scientific minds, helped by the best medical minds, (yes experts!) have determined 

that Covid-19 is a naturally occurring virus that is spreading around the globe. (I know this is hard for you conspiracy theorists.) 

What if we simply turn to God and ask for some help, some comfort, and guidance on how to respond in a FAITHFUL manner. This 

journey is dangerous and uncertain right now. So let us… Lift up our eyes unto the hills! 

Peace, 

Bruce 
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Prayer Concerns 
 

Our sympathies are extended to 
Rev. Edward Gardner after the 
death of his wife, Corrinne Gard-
ner, on March 30. 

Our sympathies are extended to 
Pastor Michelle Lucarelli and her 
family after the death of her father, 
Robert Bennington, on April 2. 

Please pray for the families of : 

• H. Dale Rough, retired Elder, 
who died April 10. 

• William Harvey, retired Elder, 
who died April 15. 

April Birthdays 
1 Pastor Kathy Thomas 
 (Amsterdam/Pine Grove) 

3 Pastor Dan Holt (Tiltonsville) 

3  Pastor Ken Staley (Harrisville/
 Pleasant Grove) 

4 Jane Ricketts (Leavittsville) 

5 Kelly Bush (E Springfield: 
 Christ) 

9 Sally Jones (Thoburn) 

17 Rev. Tom Snodgrass  (New 
 Rumley) 

17 Darlene Iden (Bergholz/
 Chestnut Ridge) 

23 Kathy Proya (Bell Chapel) 

26 Pastor Jerralyn Myers 
(Leesville) 

28 Connie  Carpenter (Mt Zion/
 Pleasant Grove) 

May Birthdays 
5 Kindra Filburn (Lincoln Ave) 

6 Pastor Rick Dawson (Finley) 

11  Clara Jackson (Lansing) 

17 Seth Filburn (Lincoln Ave) 

23 Pastor Al Hoder (Flushing/
 Bannock/Maynard) 

26 Jackie Taggart (Asbury Greater 
 Parish) 

31 Pastor Roxann Kovacik 
 (Bloomingdale/Hopedale) 

The health and safety of East Ohio Conference clergy and laity are 

paramount. Bishop Tracy S. Malone, after prayerful discernment and 

in consultation with the Extended Cabinet, leadership of the Board of 

Ministry, and the Annual Conference secretary, has made the decision 

to postpone Clergy Executive Session and Annual Conference 2020 

until the Fall.  

Both Clergy Executive Session and Annual Conference will meet at Lakeside Chautauqua the 

last weekend in September. 

Clergy Executive Session will meet from 11:00 a.m. until 5:30 p.m. on Friday, September 25. 

The 51st Session of Annual Conference will begin at 10:00 a.m. on Saturday, September 26 

and will conclude by 2:00 p.m. on Sunday, September 27. 

In choosing new dates for the rescheduled Annual Conference session the deliberate decision 

was made to include Saturday as one of the meeting dates so that the conference will be 

more accessible to lay members. Lakeside is able to accommodate a weekend session be-

cause the rescheduled Annual Conference meets after the summer Chautauqua program 

season concludes. 

ANNUAL CONFERENCE POSTPONED 

VIRTUAL YOUTH ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
The virtual YAC will take place at 7:00 p.m. on Sunday, June 14. The guest speaker, Shane 

Claiborne will be live streamed, as will the band, Tribe Collective, who will lead in a prere-

corded time of worship. For those who register for this event and cannot make the sched-

uled time, you will be able to watch it at your convenience at a later date. 

To help enhance this virtual experience, YAC party boxes will be available for youth leaders 

to purchase, which will include t-shirts, lanyards, key tags, candles, and other items. Boxes 

are $15 per person and will be delivered to churches two weeks prior to the June 14 virtual 

Youth Annual Conference date. 

Registration, which includes party box orders, ends May 13, so get your group registered 

ASAP on our website www.eocumc.com/yac. 

2020 SUMMER CAMP PROGRAMS SUSPENDED 

After much prayer and consultation, the leadership of East Ohio Camps is suspending the 

2020 Summer Camp Programs at Aldersgate, Asbury, and Wanake, as well as CYF, 

ReachOut, and Institute. 

At the present time Aldersgate, Asbury, and Wanake are open as sanctuaries for those prac-

ticing social distancing to hike or walk and enjoy God's creation. Guests are asked to sign in 

and out following the posted procedures when you arrive at camp. In obeyance of the laws of 

our land and our commitment to safety, our sites are presently closed to guests attending in 

groups and staying overnight.  

You are invited to visit the East Ohio Camps website and make an online donation to show 

your support of the life-changing ministries our camps offer to campers and their families.   

http://www.eocumc.com/yac
East%20Ohio%20Camps%20website
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The Mission 

The Mission of the United Methodist Church is to make 
and mature disciples of Jesus Christ for the transfor-

mation of the world.  

THE OHIO VALLEY STRATEGY 
From Revival to Discipleship to Mission: 

To align resources, develop leaders and inspire growth to 
increase the number of vital congregations  in the Ohio 

Valley District. 

The General Rule of Discipleship 

To witness to Jesus Christ in the world and to follow his 
teachings through acts of compassion, justice, worship, 

and devotion under the guidance of the Holy Spirit.  

May 21 

Please submit news, upcoming events, 
etc. to Carol at cevans@eocumc.com or 
740-264-1601.  

If you currently receive a print newslet-
ter and would prefer e-mail, please  let 
Carol know. 

Since the start of the novel coronavirus out-

break, UMCOR has been working with 

health boards, medical professionals, disaster management 

coordinators and faith leaders to prevent the further spread 

of this disease. Now it is clear that the impact of COVID-19 

will be far-reaching and demands an even greater response. 

Through the UMCOR COVID-19 Response fund, grants will 

be rapidly released to equip partners to assist vulnerable 

populations around the world impacted by COVID-19, in-

cluding racial/ethnic and indigenous communities in the US. 

Grants from this fund will be disbursed quickly and efficient-

ly to address health concerns, food insecurity, water and hy-

giene limitations and other pressing needs. Even as you shel-

ter in place, you can be there for others. When you say "yes" 

to supporting the UMCOR COVID-19 Response, you will 

help bring God’s love to life for those who need it most.  Give 

at https://advance.umcmission.org/p-2025-umcor-covid-19-

response-fund.aspx  or you may send a check to your local 

church with UMCOR Advance #3022612 in the memo line. 

UMCOR COVID-19 
RESPONSE FUND 
ADVANCE # 3022612  
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