
Have you ever noticed that when you want to focus on something many distractions suddenly 

appear? The more you want to focus on central issues the larger and more compelling the dis-

tractions become. We develop schedules, use computers, and find the ever-present cell phone as 

tools to help us focus in this increasingly complex world, only to discover these tools have be-

come the focus in and of themselves. The need for a tight, laser-like, compelling focus for the 

disciple and the congregation has never been more needed, and at the same time, harder to 

achieve. 

For the disciple, a constant look at the life and teachings of Jesus in Matthew, Mark, Luke, and 

John is essential. Only by learning from the teachings of Jesus and living out those teaching in 

our lives can we begin to say, “We are disciples of Christ, following Christ in life.” For the congre-

gation, a constant focus on calling people to Christ and inviting people into discipleship is the 

only focus worthy of attention. Only by a constant commitment to inviting people to Jesus Christ 

and growing mature followers of Jesus can the church ever become the body of Christ. For disciple and congregation, little else 

matters. 

Put bluntly, “grow or die.” As disciples we are following in the life of Christ, moving, changing, growing, or we are stagnating, 

shrinking, dying. The same is true of a congregation. The church is focused on calling our neighbors to Christ, and deliberately 

teaching the way of Christ or we are watching our congregation begin to fade. And I will say it, “A church not loving neighbor 

and inviting others to Jesus is already dead.” We simply have not turned off the lights and closed the door, yet. But soon, that 

will happen. 

I love the line in the festal hymn, “Rise Up, O Men of God,” Have Done with lesser things. Martin Luther penned the line 

Let goods and kindred go, this mortal life also, in the hymn “A Mighty Fortress is Our God.” These lines call us to the 

mission of God in our world. I do not think that God is calling us to keep the lights on and the doors open of a church building. I 

do believe that God is calling us to embrace eternal life and love in Jesus Christ. I do believe that we are called to share in the 

work of salvation at the invitation of Jesus. I do believe that the Holy Spirit daily calls us to speak, employ the gifts, love, and 

live in a manner that imitates and reflects the life of Jesus Christ. The same is true of congregations.  

We have the life of Christ, a long history of the Saints giving their lives for the Gospel of Jesus, and many acts of generosity 

done out of grateful love of Jesus and Church. Our way forward is clear. We must simply live for Jesus Christ and in Jesus 

Christ withholding nothing from Jesus Christ. The pettiness of our lives and the pettiness that permeates our churches must 

cease. Paul Stuckey, a former pastor and district superintendent in the West Ohio Conference once said, “The gates of hell can-

not prevail against the Church, but I am concerned about pettiness!”  

You know, you and your congregation could grow beginning now. All that is needed is your willingness. Simply pray. Ask God 

who you should invite to church this week. Ask God how you should invite them. Ask God when you should invite them. Pray 

for that person and for yourself. Invite the person to church, offer to pick them up and take them home. Offer to take them to 

breakfast or lunch. Then thank them for joining you! A simple invitation done with some love and care goes a long way! Imag-

ine everyone in your church doing this…your attendance could double! Someone might even come to know Jesus! 

Peace, 

Bruce 
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200th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 
Saturday, October 19, 10:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m. 

Herrington Bethel UMC 

4009 Arbor Rd NE, Mechanicstown,  OH 44651, 330-627-5291 
 

In 1819, John Herrington moved his family to what is now northeast Carroll County, purchased a farm, and built 

a home. He began holding Bible studies in his home, which later became a small congregation. They built a 

church on the hill at the corner of Andora and Arbor roads, which 200 years later continues in the form of Her-

rington Bethel UMC.  

Come join Herrington Bethel United Methodist Church in celebrating 200 years of sharing Jesus Christ with the world. 

The day will start with music by Mark Chapman and a “visit” from John Herrington remembering the early times. Other activities in-

clude an old-fashioned covered dish lunch with roast pig, a silent auction of country good and crafts. There will also be bounce houses, 

games, pumpkin decorating, and hay rides. 

“IT’S ALL IN THE PROCESS”: VALUES THAT FOLLOW US THROUGH ETERNITY 
Saturday, October 26, 9:30 a.m.—4:00 p.m. 

Wilkshire Banquet Center 

474 Jeanne Anne lane, Bolivar OH 44612. Phone: 330-874-3600 
 

Pastor Dixie Hendricks will lead us in discovering how we become more precious, just as gold, silver, and diamonds do, through “The 

Process.” Dixie will be joined by Pastor Lu Ann Youngman and missionary, Elizabeth “Queen” Williams, for a day of worship and fel-

lowship.  

A light breakfast and hearty lunch will be served. 

Cost is $45 per person.  

Send form and payment to First Fruits Ministry, PO Box 71, Scio, OH 43988. 

 

Name:_______________________________________________________ Contact info (address & phone #): _________________________________ 

# Attending:  ____________________ x $45= $_________________ ______________________________________________________________________ 

Name of those attending with person registering above: ________________________________________________________________________________ 

UMW OHIO VALLEY DISTRICT SLATE OF OFFICERS FOR 2020  
President: Susan Brown       Vice Pres.: TBA                                 

Memb. Nurture & Outreach: Kitty Ferguson  Secretary: Susan Brown Jr.            

Sec. Program Resources: Dorothy Turner  Treasurer: Kathy Kuhn             

Social Action: TBA                  Ed. & Interpretation: Dorothy Turner                  

Spiritual Growth: Carol Canyock   Nominations Committee: Chair, Karen McKinney 
        

This slate of officers will be installed at our Annual Fall Meeting on October 17, 2019 and begin serving January 2020. Remember a 

nomination can be made from the floor for any office IF written consent has been secured from the prospective nominee in advance, 

and the president has been notified at least 24 hours in advance. The nominations Committee thanks the ladies who have agreed to 

serve on the team. Please consider taking an office if you are called by a member of The Nominations Team.    

Submitted by - Karen McKinney, Chairperson Nominations 
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Prayer Concerns 
 

Please pray for the families of : 

• Doran A. Garey, retired Elder, 

who passed away September 

12. 

• Thelma W. Walton, surviving 

spouse of the Rev. Donald W. 

Walton, who passed away 

September 4. 

• Earl Kent Brown, retired El-

der, who passed away De-

cember 5, 2018. 

When:  September 27 & 28 
Where: Thoburn UMC  
               209 E Main St.  
               St. Clairsville, OH 43950 
 

Sponsored by the Ohio Valley District and the East 

Ohio Conference of the United Methodist Church 

October Birthdays 
5 Cynthia Crowe 
 (Hammondsville/Irondale) 

7 Pastor Greg Bush (East 
 Springfield: Christ) 

8 Matthew Steele (Urban Mis
 sion) 

9 Brittany Wendell (Thoburn) 

11 Pastor Tom Dawson 
 (Bowerston First/Trinity) 

16 Pastor John Carpenter (Mt 
 Zion/Pleasant Grove) 

16 Pastor Mark Thomas (Harsh 
 Memorial/Kilgore) 

26 Josephine Helms (Neffs/Old 
 Wegee) 

DISTRICT COMMITTEE ON MINISTRY NEWS 
Greetings, I hope you as you read this article you are praying for individuals that are sensing 

a call to ministry. Encouraging those who experience a call from God is so important and 

vital to provide quality pastors for our congregations.  

Due to the importance of wanting qualified and called individuals, the District Committee on 

Ministry is working hard to ensure that our T’s are crossed, and our I’s are dotted to make the 

process as smooth as possible for candidates. For a person to be licensed or ordained into 

ministry in the United Methodist Church, they must have been recommended from their 

PPRC and Church/Charge Conference. The Book of Discipline, 2016 ¶ 310.1d states that: 

“The candidate will consult with the pastor or equivalent in a ministry setting specified by the 

district committee on ordained ministry to request a meeting of the pastor-parish relations 

committee or equivalent body specified by the district committee on ordained ministry to 

consider the statement of call and to be interviewed in light of Wesley’s historic questions.” 

The discernment of the local church about this particular candidate’s gifts and grace for min-

istry is a vital part of the process in determining the candidate’s fitness for ministry. This is 

holy work and should be done carefully, thoughtfully and prayerfully.  

I know there are several candidates working through the process currently in our District and 

hopefully more will be soon. With that in mind, I want to encourage all Pastors and PPR 

Committees to remember the process. These individuals need to meet with their pastor, their 

District Superintendent and attend the Candidacy Summit. Upon completion of these steps, 

they are to put their call story in writing and complete the Wesley Historic Questions and 

then meet with the PPR Committee with a District Committee on Ministry representative 

present. This is not meant to be a complicated process, however, we must keep in mind this is 

an important process.  

Please feel free to contact me with any questions you may have as we move forward to sup-

port the calling of God in our lives.  

Blessings,  

Rev. Kimberly Arbaugh 

Chair, DCOM 

BAHAMAS HURRICANE DORIAN MISSION COLLECTION 
The Midwest Mission Distribution Center (MMDC) will be collecting items for hurricane relief at several 

location within The East Ohio Conference including Cambridge. For more information visit                                          

http://www.midwestmission.org/donate/hurricane-dorian.  

Monetary donations can be made payable to: 

East Ohio Conference UMC, Fund 9944 in the memo 

PO Box 2800, Cleveland Ave NW, North Canton OH 44720 

The United Methodist Appalachian Ministry Network will hold its fall board meeting in 

Steubenville, Ohio October 23 - 25, 2019. During the meeting, UMAMN will host a non- 

profit grant funding training day. The schedule for the day includes a site visit/ tour of 

Church Union – Pittsburgh PA. This is an UMC non-profit in Pittsburgh. For details vis-

it http://www.umchurchunionpgh.org/. The training will continue in Steubenville, Ohio at 

Eastern Gateway Community College's Training Center at 2 pm. Directors and board mem-

bers of all Ohio Valley faith based and community non-profits are encouraged to join us for 

a discussion on partnerships and collaborations for successful grant writing with presenta-

tions from nonprofit agencies. At 5 pm Rev. Janice Robinson Esq., LRH Center for Non 

Profit will conduct a non–profit board members training. An overview about the Ohio Faith 

Based and Community Initiative will be provided. For more information or to attend please 

contact UMAMN Executive Coordinator Angela Kirtdoll at 740 424 6967 or 

kirtdoll.umamn@gmail.com. 

501(C)3 TRAINING OFFERED 

http://www.midwestmission.org/donate/hurricane-dorian
http://www.umchurchunionpgh.org/
mailto:kirtdoll.umamn@gmail.com
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1-3 Cabinet 

6 Charge Conferences at Carrollton First 

7-8 Ministry Consults 

8 SPPR Meetings 

9 dCOM meeting, SPPR meetings 

9-14 DS on Vacation 

10 Office closed after noon 

15 Ministry Consults 

16 Spiritual Formation Cohort, SPPR meetings 

20 Charge Conferences at Thoburn 

22-24 Cabinet 

27 SPPR Meetings 

28 Ministry Consults 

October 20 

HOW TO TURN TIPPERS  
INTO TITHERS  

Reminder to Pastors and SPPR Committees:  All paperwork 

for your meetings are due two weeks before the meetings.  

Forms are on the website at www.eocumc.com/ohiovalley  

under the Forms tab, Church Forms. 

Saturday, January 11, 10:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m. 

The Bridge at the Carroll County Fairgrounds- Rosebud Min-

ing Complex, 170 Kensington Road NE, Carrollton 44615 
 

Bring a Team of a Pastor and at least three lay leaders of finance 

and stewardship. In this workshop you will learn: 

• Recent trends in charitable giving 

• Principles of giving 

• How to develop a year-round process of discipleship, financial 

education and stewardship 

• How to make a customized ask during your stewardship cam-

paign 

And you will develop an Action Plan to take home. Ongoing coach-

ing will be offered. 

Lunch will be provided. 

Cost: Early bird is $99/church team. $129 after 12/26.   

Registration deadline: January 3 

Register at https://www.eventbrite.com/e/how-to-turn-tippers-

into-tithers-tickets-73121358953. 
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