
The developmental psychologists teach us that one of the early tasks of growing is recognizing 

the difference between self and another. Early on all we know are what our senses tell us. It takes 

time for us to understand the face we see is another person, separate from us. It is another level 

of maturity entirely to learn that the “other” is as significant as we are. Many never learn this! It 

seems that our national discourse about almost anything reveals that we are good at finding rea-

sons to objectify and dismiss other people. Anything will do. It can be politics, religion, race, gen-

der, socio-economic status, language, education, moral thought, moral behavior, location…

anything! 

 

All we need is one little reason to doubt or disagree with another, and we are free to speak and 

act in terrible ways. If you add a little fear to the doubt, you will find people willing to do almost 

anything to the one we define as less than we are. I have seen this play out in many ways during 

my life. I see it now in congregations. People are heavily self-centered. Anything outside of self is enough to set off behavior that 

is not Christlike. We like what Jesus says, and what Paul teaches until we get our emotions involved. Then we are free to attack. 

Especially if we find a proof—text that supports our position. Then we get to beat each other up with a fifty-pound Bible. 

 

Jesus said, “Love your neighbor.” Jesus said, “Love your enemy.” Jesus said to his disciples, “Love one another as I have loved 

you.” Paul teaches us, “The fruit of the Spirit, is Joy, Peace, Forbearance, Kindness, Goodness, Faithfulness, Gentleness, and 

Self-control. Against such things there is no law.” (Gal. 5:22-23) 

 

At no point does Jesus or Paul excuse the Church from behaving in the manner described above. There are no excuses for us 

not acting in a way consistent with Jesus and Paul’s teaching. Not even disagreement over same sex orientation gives us the 

right to treat another in a way that is less than loving, or short of the fruit of the Spirit. 

 

The main issue on which I want to focus is the challenge facing every congregation and Christian in our District. How are we to 

talk to our neighbors about Jesus? How are we to love our neighbors as Jesus would have us love them? There should be no 

other topic of conversation in our churches. Until we can answer these questions, develop a plan to meet the challenge, and act 

on that plan, we should speak of nothing else. When was the last time you shared what Jesus has done for you? When was the 

last time you told Jesus that you loved him? What would supper in your home be like, if everyone at the table shared why they 

love Jesus, or what Jesus did for them during that day?  

 

Imagine worship where the focus was on Jesus and his activity in the lives of the people in the last week. Imagine a congrega-

tion asking Jesus how they could love the families closest to the church in the next few weeks, or months, or year. Is it possible 

that we are too unfamiliar with Jesus to talk much about his activity? Have we not thought about what we are grateful for? Ho-

liness and evangelism is little more than the love of Jesus filling you up and spilling out into the lives of your neighbors! When 

the love of Jesus compels us to speak and act with our neighbors, our churches will be on fire. 

 

Peace, 

Bruce Hitchcock 
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It has been inspiring to see images on Facebook of some of your church's youth and adult mission 

trips!  It is amazing to see how many people are out in the world being God's agents of transfor-

mation! Please help the Conference tell your mission story by filling out the form online at https://

tinyurl.com/EOCUMVIMreport. You can also send stories and pictures to Kathy Dickriede, the Con-

ference UMVIM Coordinator, here: kdickriede@gmail.com. It will be helpful to have you share about 

your mission and ministry locations so that others can learn from your experiences & be inspired to 

participate in a future mission journey! 

A list of upcoming Missions Journeys can be viewed at https://www.eocumc.com/missions/mission-trips.html.  If you cannot go on a 

trip, you can support East Ohio Missions scholarships through a donation to Fund 9046, UMVIM Leadership.  

SUMMER MISSION TRIPS 

Become a United Methodist Volunteer In Mission by participating in a trip to Camp Gideon in Estonia, July 21-August 5, 2020. 

Team members with construction skills are needed to renovate a lodge used to house camp counselors. Team members will also be 

needed to lead a Vacation Bible School for orphans. Cost is $2500. For more information contact Rev. Kathryn Adams, 330-719-

2902; revkathryn927@aol.com. 

THE JOURNEY PRODUCTION 

Sunday, October 20, 3:00 p.m. 

Pleasant Grove UMC 

5230 Arrow Rd, Minerva OH 44657 

 

Please join us Sunday, October 20 at 3:00 p.m. for The Journey Production. The annual eye-

witness account will be held on the wooded grounds of Pleasant Grove UMC. Come and experi-

ence a unique recreation of the Gospel message as church members dress in costume and portray 

key figures during Jesus ministry. Based upon the passage from Psalm 119:105, “Your word is a 

lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path,” The Journey features nine full-size structures called 

lampposts: stable, abandoned fishing boats, water detail, hut, upper room, garden, Pilate’s home, 

outdoor chapel, and the empty tomb. Communion will be served in the outdoor chapel. Groups of 

any size are welcome. The event is free, but donations are always accepted. For more information 

contact Beth Zbasnik at (330) 495-7265 or follow Pleasant Grove UMC on Facebook. 

EAST OHIO CONFERENCE 
CLERGY SPOUSES FALL                         
FELLOWSHIP MINI-
RETREAT 

 

Friday and Saturday, November 1 & 2, Carlisle Inn 
1357 Old Rte 39 NE, Sugarcreek, OH 44681 
 

• Come share the joy of our Lord with worship, fel-
lowship, laughter, good food, and some rest! 

• Cost includes room, dinner on Friday night and 
breakfast on Saturday morning! 

 Cost: $130 per person for a single room 
 $  70 per person with two in a room 
 $  50 a per person with 3 in a room 
 $  40 a person with 4 in a room 

•  More information contact Elsa Court, ElsaCourt@twc.com. 

TEEN CHALLENGE 
Sunday, September 8, 6:00 p.m. 

Finley UMC 

958 Lincoln Ave, Steubenville OH 43952 
 

Teen Challenge is a faith based addiction center located in 

Youngstown, Ohio. This will be a night of testimonies, music 

and a short sermon. 

Please come out and support these young men and hear what 

God is doing in their lives to overcome addiction! 

https://tinyurl.com/EOCUMVIMreport
https://tinyurl.com/EOCUMVIMreport
mailto:kdickriede@gmail.com
https://www.eocumc.com/missions/mission-trips.html
https://www.eocumc.com/missions/mission-trips.html
mailto:mrevkathryn927@aol.com
mailto:ElsaCourt@twc.com
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September 20 
Please submit news, upcoming events, etc. to  

cevans@eocumc.com or 740-264-1601.  

Prayer Concerns 
 

Students and teachers as they 

begin a new school year 

Please pray for the families of : 

• Cheryl Hildebrand, surviving 

spouse of Pastor Jim Hilde-

brand, who died June 12. 

• Mary Lou Franklin, surviving 

spouse of the Rev. Dr. Wilbur 

B. Franklin, who died June 22. 

When:  September 27 & 28 
Where: Thoburn UMC  
               209 E Main St.  
               St. Clairsville, OH 43950 
 

Sponsored by the Ohio Valley District and the East 

Ohio Conference of the United Methodist Church 

September Birthdays 
2 Rev. Ed Kovacik (Scott Memo-

rial) 

7 Pastor Ken Ogg (Sherrodsville 
Calvary/Dellroy) 

9 Pastor Beth Medlyn (Martin’s 
Ferry) 

11 Martha Holt (Tiltonsville) 

13 Rev. Jeff Proya (Bell Chapel) 

13 Susan Burris (Asbury Greater 
 Parish) 

14 Rev. Bill Wendell (Thoburn) 

16 Pastor Jim Lish (Bellaire 
South) 

17 Pastor Damian Williamson 
(Smithfield) 

21 Melissa Hitchcock 

22 Karen Palo (Mt Pleasant—
Carroll) 

23 Pastor Bill Burris (Asbury 
Greater Parish) 

25 Beth Bufkin (Richmond) 

PROJECT FEED 
East Ohio Conference youth continue to set an example of 

the cooperative ministry that is needed to reach out into our 

mission fields, both at home and around the world. Teens and 

their adult leaders hope to pack 100,000 meals that will be 

sent to developing countries around the world.  

There are two locations this year: 

• Saturday, Nov. 16  at West Elementary, 315 Beaver St, Newcomerstown OH 43832 

• Sunday, Nov. 17 at Wadsworth Middle School, 150 Silvercreek Rd, Wadsworth OH 44281 
 

Doors open both days at 1:30 p.m. Meal packing from 2:00 - 4:30 p.m.  
Cost: $15 ($10 with a canned food for local food bank)   

mailto:cevans@eocumc.com?subject=Newsletter


LAY SERVANT CLASSES 

Saturday, September 21,  

8:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m. Lunch provided. 

Scott Memorial UMC 

807 E Market St, Cadiz OH 43907 
 

Three classes will be offered: The Basic Course in Lay Servant 
Ministry; “From Pew to Pulpit,” an Advanced Course in preach-
ing; and “Living Our Beliefs: The United Methodist Way,” an 
Advanced Course in Heritage.  

COST: Basic Course: $25 fee includes book. Book will be mailed 
to you upon receipt of registration information and payment. 

Advance Courses: $10 fee does not include book. Participant 
must order book directly from Upper Room Bookstore. The 
cost is $15 plus shipping. “From Pew to Pulpit” # DR339-
9780881773392. “Living our Beliefs: The United Methodist 
Way” # DR339-9780881773392. To order: 800-972-0433 or 
online at bookstore.upperroom.org. 

Questions: Becky Latynski 330-843-8066 or Jerry Rinehart 
330-972-0433, jerry.rinehart@pccairfoils.com. 

sign me up  (pick one) 
 
 _____ Basic Course  $25 

 _____ Preaching  $10 

 _____ Heritage $10 
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Name:__________________________  
 
Church Name:_______________ 

 
Home Address:______________________________ 

 
City, State, Zip:_______________________________ 

 

Phone #:____________        E-mail:_______________ 

Mail Completed form and check to: Ohio Valley District 

UMC, 352 Canton Rd, Wintersville OH 43953. 

Our Fall District UMW 

meeting will be October 17, 

10-2 at the Sherrodsville 

United Methodist Church.  

Rev. Paul White will pre-

sent a challenging mission 

for us from the gospel of 

Mark. Also planned: devotions, singing,  new recipient of 2 

Cents and a Prayer presented, great music, and a delicious 

lunch.  Social time of coffee, juice, and pastries will be from 

9:30-10. 

The host church is asking that those attending bring nonper-

ishable food items for their food pantry “Hands Across Sher-

rodsville.” 

Reservations of $8 may be sent to: Nita Yager, 5011 Antigua 

Road SW, Carrollton, OH 44615.  Please send by October 11. 

Sure hope to see you on the 17th. 

Dorothy Turner 

Ohio Valley District UMW Vice -President 

FALL-FOR-ALL CLERGY RETREAT: SELF-CARE IN MINISTRY 

November 18-20, 2019 at The Carlisle Inn at Sugarcreek, 1357 Old Route 39 Sugarcreek, OH 44681  

All Clergy Are Invited—Students through Retirees! Elders, Deacons, Associate Members, and Licensed                
Local Pastors. 

The speaker will be  Dr. Lee Wetherbeee, a professor of  Counseling at Ashland Theological Seminary.  

2 CEUs for attending all sessions 

Reservation deadline is October 20, 2019. 

Brochures are available in the District Office. Questions: Contact Brian Oglesbee at brianoglesbee55@gmail.com or          
330-968-7360. 

Join us for a training event for church leaders – clergy, local 
pastors, staff, lay leaders, teachers, Bible Study leaders, volun-
teers, etc. – to learn how to equip all your people to tell their 
story.  How will this benefit your local congregation?  When we 
are able to share our stories, we can build relationships and 
lead others to Christ.    

This event will be held on two different dates.  Choose what fits 
your schedule and travel needs.   Each event will begin at 10:00 
a.m. and end at 2:00 p.m.   

Thursday, September 26th at North Canton Faith UMC 

Saturday, November 9th at Coshocton Grace UMC 

The cost is $25 and includes resources and boxed lunch.    

Register online for either event online at:   

https://shareyourstoryseptember.eventbrite.com 

https://shareyourstorynovember.eventbrite.com  

Sponsored by the Spiritual Formation & Christian Education 
Committee of the East Ohio Conference and the East Ohio 
Chapter of CEF (Christians Engaged in Faith Formation) 

SHARE YOUR STORY 

https://bookstore.upperroom.org/
mailto:jerry.rinehart@pccairfoils.com
http://eocumc.com/window/aug-sept-oct18/4Fall4AllClergyRetreat2018.pdf
mailto:brianoglesbee55@gmail.com
https://shareyourstoryseptember.eventbrite.com
https://shareyourstorynovember.eventbrite.com
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Mark your Calendar!!! 

When:  September 27 & 28, 2019 

Where: Thoburn UMC  

             209 E Main St.  

             St. Clairsville, OH 43950 
 

Sponsored by the Ohio Valley District and the East Ohio 

Conference of the United Methodist Church 

Register your church’s team for this free workshop with Paul Nickerson! A team should consist of the pastor and at least 

3 laity. The workshop will be an intensive, practical, hands-on training on how growing congregations can reach new 

people. Lunch on Saturday will be provided. Churches will be invited to participate in coaching following the event. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

REGISTRATION – Due by September 20 

For the purposes of planning the workshop and lunch, please complete and return to the Ohio Valley District UMC,     

352 Canton Rd, Wintersville OH 43953. You can also e-mail the information to cevans@eocumc.com or give Carol a call 

at 740-264-1601 by September 20. 

Church: _______________________________________ Number Attending: _______________ 

Contact Person: ______________________________    Phone/e-mail: _____________________ 

Workshop runs 
Friday 6:00 pm - 9:00 pm 
Saturday 9:00 am - 4:00 pm 

Valley Vision 

mailto:cevans@eocumc.com
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2 Labor Day (Office Closed) 

3 Meeting at Area Center 

4--5 SPPR Meetings 

8 SPPR Meetings 

9-10 Ministry Consults 

11-12 SPPR Meetings 

15 SPPR Meetings 

16-17 Ministry Consults 

18-19 SPPR Meetings 

23  Ministry Consults 

24  dCOM Training 

25-26 SPPR Meetings 

27-28 Reaching New People Workshop 

Reminder to Pastors and SPPR Committees:  All paperwork 

for your meetings are due two weeks before the meetings.  

Forms are on the website at www.eocumc.com/ohiovalley  

under the Forms tab, Church Forms. 

Save the forms to your computer before you begin completing 

them.  If possible, send them to the office via email to ce-

vans@eocumc.com. 

https://www.eocumc.com/ohiovalley/
mailto:cevans@eocumc.com
mailto:cevans@eocumc.com

