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East Ohio Conference Retirees Association 

Fall 2021 

 

                   2021 Retiree Gathering Luncheon 
 

Your Retiree Association Board had been busy planning for our 2021 Retiree 

Gathering Luncheon to be held October 7 at Ashland University.  Due to the 

COVID pandemic this will be our first gathering since we met at the 2019 

Annual Conference.  Since we have not been able to meet since 2019 we will 

honor both the retiring Classes of 2020 and 2021.  Hopefully you received a 

reservation form in the mail in mid-August.  It is important that you return your reservations to Paul 

White by September 15.   

 

We will begin the gathering at 11:30 a.m. with registration and fellowship.  The luncheon will begin at 

12:30 p.m. followed by our program and a brief Association Business meeting.  The luncheon menu 

includes Romaine & Spinach Salad, Assorted Dinner Rolls with Butter Roses, Pecan Crusted Chicken, 

Buttered Green Beans, Herb Roasted Red Potatoes, Fruit Pie, Coffee, Hot & Iced Tea, and Water.  There 

are also alternative menus for Diabetic, Vegetarian, and Gluten-Free.  The cost for the luncheon and 

gathering is $5 per person. 

 

If you did not receive a reservation form or possibly misplaced your reservation form please contact Paul 

White (paulw2800@gmail.com or 330-478-1319) by the September 15 reservation deadline.   

 

We will be following all COVID protocols as established by Ashland University which include the 

wearing of masks except during the meal.  We hope you will feel comfortable attending this gathering 

to welcome our new classes of retirees and to be in fellowship with one another.   

 
 

RETIREES SUPPORT TEACH-REACH-BLESS CAMPAIGN 

 
The TRB campaign will enable a dorm for female students at Africa University to be built providing 

housing for 90 students. A growing list of retirees and surviving spouses who have made a gift to support 

the Teach-Reach-Bless Campaign is shown below. This is additional persons that have contributed since 

those named in previous issues of TOAT.   THANK YOU to all who are helping. 

Jay Althouse   Martha Baillis    Fred Bell 

mailto:paulw2800@gmail.com


2 
 

Kenneth Chalker  Steve Court    Coralee Cox 

Dan Drew   Gary George    Dwight Hayes 

Scott Hayward   Al Hubler    Irwin Jennings 

Clark Kandel   Elizabeth Krall   Robert & Elizabeth Kuntz 

H. B. Magee   James Magaw    Pam Montieth 

Ken & Kathy Moody-Arndt  Gary Olin & Sally Nelson Olin 

Charles Oplinger  Liz Parks    Dale Sanford 

Donald Shank   Martha Stuller    William Zeyer 

  

An attempt has been made to produce an accurate list of donors. If you have made a gift through your 

church donor names are not given to the campaign. Please let me know and I will add your name to the 

list. If you wish to make a gift you may do so by sending a check to East Ohio Conference, P.O. Box 

76019, Cleveland, OH 44101-4755 (mark memo line Fund 9915) or you may donate on line at 

https://www.eocumc.com/donate/index.html or may make a gift through your church (please let me 

know if you choose this route).  Please contact me if you have any questions. 

Blessings, 

Bill McFadden (mcfelyria@aol.com) 

Co-chair the TRB Campaign
 

 

 

  

We tell each other our hobbies, new ventures, and various ways of serving Christ within and beyond 

“appointment” ministries.  We may be retired, but we are still alive in Christ and active in the church 

and in the world.  We also ask for prayer in the challenges of elder years. 
 

 

 

 

Mahoning Valley 

Cluster 
By Ken Kubichek 
kubikasa@live.com  

 

 

Mahoning Valley retirees met 

together on June 23, for the 

first time in 16 months, 

because of the coronavirus 

pandemic.   We met at Eat N 

Park in Austintown, because 

our former gathering place 

was no longer open.  It was 

sure good to see each other; we 

had a lot of catching up to 

do.  Present were Chuck & 

Joanie Ready, Ryan & Janis 

Hetzer from Arizona, George 

Lee, Tom & Jean McFarren, 

Duane Hetzer, and Ken 

Kubichek.   Chuck Ready 

reported that ten churches 

were closed at the recent 

Annual Conference, The 

Korean Church of Greater 

Youngstown and Six Fourteen 

being among them.   George 

Lee said he has been subbing 

at Western Reserve UMC.  

Russ Adams was last in the 

pulpit on Easter; after that he 

experienced bad health and 

does not know when he can  

return.    Duane Hetzer has 

been serving a Presbyterian 

Church in Wellsville for eight 

years.  Elaine Weaver sent us 

an e-mail saying that Jinny 

Schreckengost now lives with 

daughter Ruthy in the 

Cleveland area.  None of the 

family were able to be with 

Jinny when George died, but a 

wonderful service was held in 

his memory on May 8.   
 

https://www.eocumc.com/donate/index.html
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The Mahoning Valley retirees 

also met for breakfast on July 

28 at Eat N Park in Austin-

town.  David Hill is in a trial 

group and gets infusion twice 

a month in Cleveland.  David 

asked his doctor about the risk 

of attending our group.  The 

doctor guessed he would be 60 

to 70 % risk free.  David 

would feel better about 

attending if those who did 

come were vaccinated against 

COVID-19.  All those who 

came to our July 28 gathering 

had been vaccinated and 

David was thus enabled to 

attend.     
 

 

 

Mid-Ohio Cluster 
By David Mansperger 
demansperger@yahoo.com  

 

 

Allen & Beverly Rose have 

been truly blessed during the 

past year with good health; 

God has been good. The third 

week of June our family are all 

excited about being at 

Lakeside together – just like 

we have done for many, many 

years. 

 

James Macdonald is serving 

at Tiro UMC. 

 

Jim VanMeter has served as 

interim at Edison UMC for 3 

months. He also had 3 months 

in Florida during the cold of 

winter. All in all, . . . “life is 

good.” 

 

Mary Brook writes, it has 

been a year since my stroke, 

and I am back to caring for 

myself and keeping up with all 

the regular activities that come 

to anyone who lives alone. My 

recovery is almost complete, 

but the left side is still not 

strong enough for me. God 

was with me from the start of 

the stroke to today. My family 

also saw the accidental death 

of our first grandchild, Ryan 

Spyker. I learned how to 

forgive the young man who hit 

him. I praise God for all of this 

as I am a better person for 

trusting God. This is hard to 

learn but it is possible.  

 

Terry & Gloria Loughman  

have been very blessed during 

the pandemic. Our church, 

Ontario UMC is doing the 

church service, is having 

Zoom services for those who 

want to stay home. Our 

children and grandchildren are 

doing great with basketball 

and soccer.  

 

Blake & Gere Wagner were 

happy to join the Mid-Ohio 

Retirees June 8, 2021. Blake 

had a brain procedure 

September 29, 2020 at the 

Cleveland Clinic to eliminate 

an Essential Tremor and was 

scheduled to go home the next 

day. Instead, he spent 2 

months in the Clinic and 2 

more months at the 

Wedgewood Assisted Living 

Center. When he was aware of 

his situation he realized he had 

no feeling in his legs. After 

therapy he began to walk with 

a walker. June 10 he amazed 

his therapist and himself 

taking 250 steps with a cane! 

The head therapist told Blake 

the first time he saw him he 

doubted he would ever walk 

and feels he saw a miracle. 

Blake credits good medical 

care plus the prayers of 

countless prayer warriors and 

the mercy of God. Another 

blessing was assisting in his 

grandson Brandon’s wedding 

June 5th.  

 

Joe & Mary Platt  seem to 

have had more health issues 

during  covid-19 than usual. 

Mary was in the hospital in 

May 2020 with high blood 

pressure. In November 2020 

we both had covid. It was a 

very light case and felt very 

Blessed. In February, Joe went 

in and had a pacemaker put in 

and on June 16 Joe had to go 

back in to have the electrical 

wire repaired.  For Christmas 

Joe got a puppy but wasn't 

picked up until February. Her 

name is Finlee and she's a 

black doodle. We both enjoy 

her company. As everyone 

else we are so glad that things 

have lifted and we are able to 

do more socializing. Our local 

Mid-Ohio retirees were able to 

get together on June 8th for the 

first time and we had 19 

people there. 

 

Beth & David Mansperger 

drove to Washington, DC for 

her brother-in-law Jeffrey 

Johnson’s ordination as 

mailto:demansperger@yahoo.com
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Deacon in the Roman Church. 

The ordination took place at 

the Basilica of the National 

Shrine of the Immaculate 

Conception on Saturday, June 

26th. The occasion was 

celebrated with a reception 

and dinner that evening at St. 

Mary’s Church in Bryantown, 

MD where Rev. Johnson  first 

preached as Deacon the 

following morning at St. 

Mary’s Church. 
 

 

God’s kids say & do the 
funniest things: 

A six-year-old boy was 
overheard during the 
reciting of the Lord's 
Prayer at a church service 
as follows: "...and forgive 
us our trash passes as we 
forgive those who pass 
trash against us." 
                From The Joyful Noise                                     
  Newsletter – Vol. 36   
  No. 5 Sept-Oct 2021 

 

 

 

Tuscarawas Cluster 
By Mel Lindberg 

Lindbergmwl@sbcglobal.net  
 

 

Richard & Evelyn Ferrell 

have moved to the Canton 

Regency Senior Living in 

Canton. 
 
 

 

 
 

 

Firelands Cluster 
By Clark & Pat Hogue 

Cphogue69@aol.com 

 

 

Gary Olin & Sally Nelson-

Olin report we have spent the 

last year close to home here at 

our senior living community, 

Kendal at Oberlin. We are 

thankful that no resident or 

staff member has died or has 

been hospitalized because of 

COVID during this time. Only 

one resident here has tested 

positive for a mild case of the 

virus. While we have not 

ventured far or often outside of 

Kendal, we have been busy 

doing our part for the life our 

community. Sally has been a 

part of a technology team that 

assists other residents with 

computer management and 

related technical matters. She 

is the Apple specialist. She is 

also working with a committee 

to bring a new resident website 

to the community. Gary has 

finished his two-year term as 

president of the resident 

association. He is now a new 

member of the Board of 

Directors for Kendal at 

Oberlin.  We are looking 

forward with hope  for the time 

we can travel again, whenever 

that might be. 

 

Clarke Hogue turned 75 at the 

end of the August and Pat had 

a card shower in lieu of an 

actual party now that things 

are "iffy" because of the new 

version of Covid.  Pat says 

most of our college friends and 

I also will be that age before 

this "memorable" year ends! 

So far, both of the churches we 

attend are staying open, but 

one has returned to mask-

wearing. 
 

 

Actual court transcript 
written down word for word 
by a court reporter during a 
trial:  
ATTORNEY:  "Doctor, before 
you performed the autopsy, 
did you check for a pulse?"                       
WITNESS: "No"  
ATTORNEY: " Did you check 
for blood pressure?" 
WITNESS: "No"  
ATTORNEY: "Did you check 
for breathing?"  
WITNESS: "No"  
ATTORNEY: So, then it is 
possible that the patient was 
alive when you began the 
autopsy?"  
WITNESS: "No"  
ATTORNEY: "How can you be 
so sure, Doctor?"  
WITNESS: "Because his brain 
was sitting on my desk in a 
jar."  
ATTORNEY: "I see, but could 
the patient have still been 
alive, nevertheless?" 
WITNESS: "Yes, it is possible 
that he could have been alive 
and practicing law."  

‒ via Risa Samra 
 Saginaw, MI   
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Three Rivers Cluster 
By Martha Stuller 
mlstuller@gmail.com  

 

 

The Three Rivers retirees 

group met for the first time 

since before the Covid shut 

down. In August we met for 

lunch at the restaurant in the 

newly restored Woodward 

Opera House in Mount 

Vernon. Our new District 

Superintendent ,Rev. Kelly 

Brown joined us. We 

welcomed newly retired Dale 

Sutton and wife Becky, who 

now live in Apple Valley. 

More recent retirees, Tom 

Bolton and David Baker also 

attended. Following lunch, the 

group had a tour of the 4 floor 

Woodward Opera House 

which opened for its first event 

just before the Covid 

shutdown. This was after 20 

years of restoration, made 

possible by community 

donations, government grants, 

and capable leadership.  
 

Some updates – Maureen 

Scott continues on Hospice, 

Helen Capper has some 

serious health concerns, Paul 

Gerycz has completed chemo 

treatments, Tom & Donna 

Orr are in their second year 

living in Ashtabula, and Jim 

& Bonnie Magaw have 

moved to Yellow Springs (see 

Jim’s note below). The group 

plans to meet for lunch again 

in September at the recently 

opened Main Street Station in 

Coshocton. 

Jim & Bonnie Magaw: Dear 

friends and colleagues in East 

Ohio,  when you read this, 

Bonnie and I will have moved 

to a facility where we can be 

assisted with our medical and 

daily living needs.  It will be 

near our daughter in Yellow 

Springs.  After discussing this 

with our children, Krista and 

Jim II, we made this difficult 

decision. 

The two of us grew up in 

southern Ohio in what was the 

Portsmouth District in "that 

other Conference."  When we 

finished our work at Rio 

Grande College, we moved to 

the Northeast Ohio Con-

ference so I could attend the 

Oberlin Graduate School of 

Theology and serve two 

churches in the Norwalk 

District.  At that time, before 

MTSO, the largest percentage 

of Oberlin students were 

Methodists.  We made many 

new friends among the 

students and the pastors 

serving in that district.  After 

completing my degree, we had 

so many friends here that we 

chose to stay in this con-

ference.  Now in our later lives 

we are returning to West Ohio. 
 

I have greatly enjoyed the 

seven pastorates and one term 

as DS over my 41 years of 

active ministry with and 

among you.  We had the 

privilege of serving under the 

leadership of Bishops Werner, 

Kearns, Thomas, and Boul-

ton.  Now, we are trying to 

focus our lives in a new and 

necessary direction.  Our 

prayers remain with you in 

East Ohio, and we will 

appreciate your prayers for us 

in this new "appointment." 
 

God be with you 'till we meet 

again.   Jim & Bonnie 
 

 

 

North Coast Cluster 
By Linda McCowan 

lsmccowen@gmail.com 

 

 

Leonard & Karen Budd 

celebrated their 60th wedding 

anniversary on July 1 with a 

family gathering at Pier W in 

Cleveland.  They were married 

on July 1, 1961 in Terre Haute, 

Indiana.  Leonard’s first full 

appointment was to the just-

forming Methodist Church in 

Stow and it’s first service was 

delayed two weeks so Leonard 

and Karen could have a 

honeymoon.  They were in 

Stow for nine years during 

which the church building was 

built, and their two daughters 

were born.  Both Leonard and 

Karen are retired and live in 

Wesleyan Meadows, Sheffield 

Village.  Karen retired from 

Kent State University’s 

College of Nursing.  Their 

daughter Julie is a teacher in 

Stow and Music Director at 

Lakewood UMC.  Daughter 

Ellen is a teacher in Kent and 

Music Director of Family of 

Faith UMC in Akron. 

 

Yvonne Connor writes how 

good it is for us - sisters and 

brothers, to dwell together in 

this God appointed time!  As 

mailto:mlstuller@gmail.com
mailto:lsmccowen@gmail.com
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many of you probably know, 

summer 2019 after much 

pondering and several health-

related triggering events, I was 

blest to relocate to Villa Rica, 

Georgia. Pulling up and 

replanting is never a breeze.  

However, in 2019 being a 

person who enjoyed travel, it 

seemed like traveling here and 

there was a plausible plan to 

stay connected. Well, I’m sure 

you are all aware of that 

unforced interruption that 

grabbed each household, and 

everyone in some very 

memorable way late 2019 and 

made 2020 a wash.  This 

unplanned global interruption 

became the motivation for a 

few of my childhood relatives 

to start a Facebook page. 

Crossword puzzles, word 

games, news and riddles were 

among our interactions usually 

shared. We are cousins who 

lived next door to each other in 

Columbus, MS as kids but are 

now spread-out from Cali-

fornia, Texas, Michigan, 

Mississippi, and Georgia. The 

most important component of 

our sharing became a daily 

devotional of our own 

choosing. Yes, we are old 

school, so family members 

have assigned days (smile). 

Now that restrictions are 

somewhat lifting, we no 

longer spend “hours” chatting, 

but we have a new level of 

commitment to each other and 

do continue posting a family 

devotion to stay in touch. Our 

heart and prayers are forever 

with families still reeling from 

the negative impact of the 

pandemic. My family’s level 

of contact with relatives living 

at a distance wouldn’t have 

been considered a solace if it 

weren’t for the ravaging nature 

of COVID 19. May God’s love 

be far reaching and always a 

celebrated place of refuge. 
 
 

 

Notice in a farmer's field: "The 
farmer allows walkers to cross 
the field for free, but the bull 
charges."  
‒ via Rev. Paul Graves Sandpoint, ID 

 

 
 

 

Copeland Oaks 
By Beth McGuire 

revbeth.mcquire@gmail.com  
 

 

Coralee Cox retired from 

ministry on June 30th of this 

year, following 29 years of 

active service at Mayfield 

United Methodist Church, 

then the Roscoe UMC in 

Coshocton and lastly at Union 

Avenue UMC in Alliance. I 

am now living in a wonderful 

villa in Copeland Oaks, and I 

am very much enjoying (as 

COVID allows) visiting with 

loved ones near and far. I will 

be serving our conference as a 

Rule of Christ trainer and will 

be providing occasional pulpit 

supply as I am able. 

 

Mary Lu & Rodney 

Warstler report “time is like 

an ever-rolling stream …” 

Last week was January 1. I 

blinked and it was June. 

Another blink and we are in 

the midst of August. If I blink 

again, it will be Christmas. I’m 

certainly not ready for that – 

all the decorating, feasting, 

and partying anyway. I am 

always ready for the Babe in 

the manger, the carols, the 

Love that keeps us going.  

So far it has been a normal 

year – doctor visits, family get 

togethers in small doses, 

friends coming and friends 

going. With the un-events 

during the worst of the 

pandemic, friends and family 

were limited to phone calls, 

texts, and other means of 

communication. August 19, 

most of our children, spouses, 

grandchildren, and great-

grandchildren will celebrate 

being together as a family. 

Who knows what waits down 

the road of life? In the 

meantime, Rodney and I 

continue to eat, sleep, and do a 

few fun things. I’m looking 

forward – not with much 

excitement – to cataract 

surgery sometime in the fall. 

We will continue to do our part 

in keeping the medical field in 

operation, and the food 

industry stocking shelves. 

Most of all we give thanks for 

all that God has done, is doing, 

and will continue to do in spite 

of the ravishes we have made 

of His world. We thank God 

every day for friends who fill 

our thoughts and prayers. 

 

Sandy McLachlan shares her 

many thanks to those who 

mailto:revbeth.mcquire@gmail.com
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attended John's Celebration of 

Life on Saturday (Aug. 7th), 

those who called, sent notes, 

responded on Facebook, and 

thought about us even though 

they did not join us in 

person.  Our family felt totally 

surrounded by the outpouring 

of love.  What a wonderful 

community of faith we have!   

 

Jean Smith says “What a 

joy!  Four generations under 

one roof!”  On their way from 

Kansas to New York to settle 

in a new house, a grand-

daughter and family stopped 

for a visit.  From great 

grandmother at 92 to Julianna 

at 2  the house was exploding 

with love and laughter. 

Needless to say, daughter 

Karen was in her element. 

Copeland is a wonderful place 

that offered much for all to do, 

even with COVID. 

 

Les & Beryl Peine report our 

three adult children, their 

spouses and five grand-

children visited over July 4th 

and were all together for the 

first time in two years, coming 

from Phoenix, AZ; Plano, TX; 

& River Vale, NJ. One grand-

daughter played grandpa’s 

trumpet and her younger sister 

sang with grandpa at worship 

at Epworth UMC Massillon 

Jim & Karen Skinner report 

that with the renewal of 

visitation privileges at 

Crandall Medical Center, Jim 

has been able to visit daily 

with Karen in Memory Lane 

and to enjoy the privilege of 

each other's company. We 

continue to own our cottage in 

northeast Pennsylvania, but 

because of Karen's illness Jim 

has only been there for a few 

days to open and close and to 

preach two services at the 

Lake Chapel.  The cottage is 

now being enjoyed by 

children, grandchildren and 

great grandchildren.  

 

Beth McGuire states as we 

slowly open up at Copeland 

Oaks it is nice to be able to 

attend exercise classes and 

outdoor concerts again. I am 

excited that I will be preaching 

in our first live Vespers 

service in September. 

Previously a limited number of 

folks prerecorded the service, 

and it was aired on our closed-

circuit TV channel. I am also 

looking forward to singing 

again with the Mount Union 

Alliance Chorale this fall. 

David completed his PT & OT 

and continues to work on his 

strength, balance and en-

durance with the Wellness 

Center’s staff here on campus. 

Although we are no longer 

able to go on bird walks 

together, we were able to 

attend several Zoom birding 

events by Audubon groups and 

the Roger Tory Peterson 

Institute. Lecture topics in-

cluded information on blue-

bird trails, ospreys, the impact 

of light pollution on migration 

and the historic nest of 

endangered piping plovers in 

northwest Ohio – the first 

Ohio nest in 83 years, even 

Gov DeWine took his grand-

children to see them! Our 

bluebird pair produced three 

batches of babies this year and 

I have identified 20 osprey 

nests in our area! Go birding!! 

I was asked by the Medina 

District Library and Medina 

Diversity Project to moderate 

a Zoom panel discussion, 

“Understanding Christianity.” 

This was part two of a three-

part series which also includes 

Understanding Islam and 

Understanding Judaism. It was 

good to see old friends from 

the Medina Ministerial 

Association. One of the 

panelists was our own, lead 

pastor at Medina UMC, Rev. 

Tal Lewis. 

 

As many of you know, 

caregiving is hard work. I am 

excited and grateful that 

Dave’s daughter, KayDee, is 

coming here to visit us and 

also giving me some respite 

time away. We have not seen 

her in two years. I’ll travel to 

visit my sons in Delaware and 

Cincinnati, Ohio then off to 

Medina to spend time visiting 

friends and do some birding. 

 

Please keep our community in 

prayer as the administration 

discerns how to fill the 

chaplaincy position (Rev. 

Parry retired), as well as other 

essential staff.  
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 Other News from  

Out of State 
paulw2800@gmail.com  

 

 

 
Carlton (aka Sam) Young 

celebrated 95 years. I retired in 

1991 from the faculty of 

Candler School of Theology, 

Emory University. I served on 

theological faculties in China, 

Taiwan, Singapore, and 

Sarawak, Malaysia. Was 

music editor 1994-2008 for 

Global Praise, GBGM.  Marj 

and I live in Nashville with our 

son, Robert. In November we 

will celebrate 75 years of 

marriage.  

  

Jim Woodring writes I hope 

things are well with you. 

Malinda and I retired to 

Newark, Ohio to be near 

Malinda's daughter and her 

two daughters. My daughter 

and family and my son live in 

the D.C. area. We found home 

prices were a bit more 

reasonable in Newark than in 

D.C.  

 

Everett Stoddard is return-

ing  to retirement activities in 

North Carolina including 

being a grandpa to four and a 

leader of a small group prayer 

and Bible study called “Soul 

Purpose” following open heart 

surgery this spring. He always 

preached Pascal’s statement 

that there’s a hole in the heart 

of everyone that can only be 

filled by God - nothing else 

will fill it.  “I just didn’t know 

how physically real that was 

until they went in to repair the 

quarter-sized hole between my 

upper chambers.” 

 

William John (“Jack”) 

Kouth  claims he is a stranger 

to most EOC retirees. After 

serving West Salem and 

Chippewa Lake (1963-1967), I 

was appointed beyond the 

local church as a hospital 

chaplain and CPE supervisor. I 

was at Lakeside for my 2004 

retirement but few other times. 

My wife of 27+ years, Mary 

Sue Sturgeon (nee Coover), 

died March 20. Mary Sue was 

ordained a permanent (Life 

Project) Deacon by the 

Episcopal Diocese of 

Nebraska in 1985. This was 

the first deacon class, and she 

was one of the first four 

women to be ordained by the 

Diocese (amid some 

opposition to women clergy). 

Her grandfather, The Rev. 

Alvin Raymond Coover 

(1877-1941) was a member of 

the Iowa Annual Conference. 

Mary Sue was a Board-

Certified Chaplain, serving as 

a hospital chaplain, pastoral 

care team leader and ministry 

educator, as well as at All 

Saints Episcopal Church in 

Omaha. She developed cancer 

in 2019. As she finished 

radiation treatments in January 

2020, feeling she was “getting 

her life back,” the pandemic 

hit. We recovered from a car 

accident in September 2020. 

Her 82-year-old brother died 

from Coronavirus in 

November and at year's end 

her cancer returned. She went 

on home hospice in February. 

We married granddaughter 

Christina and Kyle in our 

bedroom. We had hoped she 

could greet 3 great-

granddaughters due in June 

and July, but we soon knew 

that was not to be. Her last 

week was spent in Hospice 

House. Twin great-grand-

daughters were born on May 

26, my 82nd birthday! Their 

2½ year old brother, great-

grandson Turner, cannot say 

“Mary Sue,” so they are “Mia 

Sue” and “Nora Jane” 

Hannibal. I'm so honored to 

share birthdays with them! 

The next day, May 27, Mary 

Sue's son Michael died on 

hospice, 2 months short of his 

60th birthday. I officiated at 

his memorial service. At the 

end of June, sons Tom and 

Toby, Toby's partner and their 

son Teddy and I went to 

Massillon where we finally 

inurned the ashes of my 

mother who died in 2003. We 

visited with Massillon nieces 

and nephews and saw the 

house in Massillon where my 

brother, sister and I were born. 

We found graves of great-2 

grandparents, John A Smith 

mailto:paulw2800@gmail.com
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and Mary Beltz Smith and 

great-3 grandmother Mariah 

Surbey Disler in North 

Canton. Daughter Tami, 

granddaughter Lindsey and 

99-year-old “Nana” came 

from Florida. Nana wanted to 

see “home” once more. We 

were at her former house at 

Marblehead, a block or so 

from Lakeside's East Gate on 

July 4th and enjoyed the 

Parade and fireworks. We 

loaded up on trail baloney and 

baby Swiss cheese for the trip 

back to Omaha (Ohio may be 

2nd to Wisconsin in cheese 

production, but they are 1st in 

Swiss cheese). On July 18, the 

third great-granddaughter, 

Elliot James Liebentritt was 

born. I am attending a grief 

group at All Saints Episcopal 

Church. Mary Sue's ashes are 

in the Columbarium there. My 

ashes will be next to hers. Four 

grandchildren (children of 

Mary Sue's daughter) and my 

sons here in Omaha are 

looking after me. Our Persian 

“Ziggy” is good company. I 

am on the Board of our 

Condominium Homeowner's 

Association and still adding to 

my genealogy records. Next 

project is visiting great-2 

grandparents' graves in 

Missouri. Their son was a 

preacher of note there. The 

sister of one of my great-

grandmothers was married to 

carmaker Studebaker. You can 

tell how addicted I am to the 

family search! Ancestry and 

23andMe DNA tests have 

opened new doors that 

beckon! Mary Sue and I share 

6 children, 11 grandchildren 

and, at last count, 4 great-

grandchildren. I recognize a 

handful of the retirees 

reporting in TOAT and it is 

interesting to read about all of 

the good folks and their lived 

experiences, adventures and 

relationships. My contact 

information is: Jack Kouth, 

5176 S. 149th CT, Omaha, NE 
68137-1456; wjackkouth@cox.net. 

 
 

 
Celebrating the lives of 

members who passed during 

the COVID pandemic were 

put on hold.  The following 

celebration has been planned 

by families: 

 

Helen Dittus Brown, widow 

of Rev. W. Paul Brown, will 

be held September 25 at 11:00 

a.m. at Christ UMC Alliance. 

Private graveside service to be 

held later. 
 
 

 

The deadline for submitting 

materials to be included in the 

2022 Winter Issue of TOAT 

is December 15, 2021.  

Submit materials to 

paulw2800@gmail.com 
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If you are willing to receive 

future TOAT editions by email 

please notify paulw2800@ 

gmail.com if you have not 

already done so.   

 
 

 

 "Dr. Hecht says you're ready for a 
stress test. Here's your hospital 
bill." 

 from JoyfulNoiseletter.com  

©Harley L. Schwadron  

                                  Reprinted with permission 
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Please keep in prayer the families of the following retirees who have entered the church triumphant since our 

last reporting May 1: 

Shirley L. Vining, surviving spouse of the Rev. Merlin Vining, died March 13. 

Mary Sue Sturgeon, spouse of the Rev. William J. Kouth, died March 20.  

Lois M. Hubler, spouse of retired Elder Alfred J. Hubler, died May 24. 

William E. Buckeye, retired Elder, died May 25. 

Floredda H. Wagner, surviving spouse of the Rev. Robert S. Wagner, died June 2. 

Esther Mae Sellers, surviving spouse of the Rev. Charles P. Sellers, died June 4. 

Joseph A. Santomen, retired Elder, died June 17.  

Gene Cheney, surviving spouse of the Rev. Richard G. Cheney, died June 20. 

Richard E. Rothrock, retired Associate Member, died July 4.  

Dorothy R. Carney, surviving spouse of the Rev. Harry A. Carney, died July 23. 

Clairie King, surviving spouse of the Rev. W. Maurice King, died August 3. 

Dolores Jeans, spouse of the Rev. Frederic Jeans, died August 13. 

Fredric E. Jeans, retired Elder, died August 16.  

 
(Please note that a family member should contact the Bishop’s office at time of a death.  Send notices to Melissa McGee 
at mmcgee@eocumc.com.) 
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