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“A thrill of hope, the weary world rejoices
For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn …
Truly He taught us to love one another; His law is Love and His gospel is Peace;
Chains shall he break, for the slave is our brother,
And in his name all oppression shall cease,
Sweet hymns of joy in grateful Chorus raise we; Let all within us praise his Holy name!
Christ is the Lord, then ever! ever praise we! His power and glory, evermore proclaim!”
“O Holy Night” Original French lyrics by Placide Cappeau, 1843
Translated by Minister John Sullivan Dwight into English lyrics, 1855
My favorite Christmas carol, “O Holy Night,” finishes with the hope we have yet to grasp: when Christ
Jesus, our Lord, shall break the chains of oppression and we shall praise Him forevermore - together.
These words, written in the middle of the 19th century, still tell us of a day when “all oppression shall
cease.” I recently read of protesters in Washington DC trying to racially intimidate historically Black
churches, including the Asbury UMC, while yelling “Whose Streets? Our Streets!” We’re tangled in
generations of racial oppression, not free of it yet. Still, with Christ born into the world to a couple in
poverty, there rings a distant “thrill of hope” for a world weary of sin. The power and glory we can
proclaim about Christ leads us to share the stories of Jesus again for another year, to keep learning
together how to live out of this heavenly power.
The Christmas stories I like best build on the gospel themes that Jesus was born to be “God with us” in
the flesh of a vulnerable child, held by God’s grace in the arms of an unlikely couple pulled away from
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their home by a political decree. My husband has re-read “A Christmas Carol” by Charles Dickens as a
yearly Christmas practice. Think of the generosity which surprises people at Christmas, when we praise
the Lord by feeding the hungry, meeting the needs of the thirsty, the stranger, the inadequately clothed,
the sick, and the prisoner. (See Matthew 25:31-46.) If our hearts can be turned and strangely warmed,
there is a “thrill of hope” in the forgiveness and redemption we find in following Christ, our Lord!
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May you and yours seek to care for others as you take care of yourselves. Pray for the stranger, in
particular, not only for those physically vulnerable, but for the poor in Spirit. Although our hearts are
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weary, yearning for “a new and glorious morn,” we catch a glimmer of light at Christmas – over yonder –
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New Year!

in the coming new year. We wish you a Merry, Generous, Transforming Christmas … and a Hope-filled
Rev.s Gail & Andy Angel

The mission of the United Methodist Church is to make disciples of Jesus Christ
for the transformation of the world.

Financial & Administrative Services
2020 Apportionments Due
By January 6, 2021
In keeping with the notice in The
Conference Journal, the final payment of the 2020
apportionment year needs to be received at
conference lockbox on or before January 6, 2021.
Checks received in the lockbox after January 6,
2021, regardless of the postmark date on the
envelope, will be counted as having been received
in 2021.

YEAR END REPORTS
And in the blink of an eye…
The first of the year will be here and I will
be mailing your work sheet for the year end
reporting. I will mail each pastor a paper form
for your help in your reporting process.
The report will be due the week of January
18.
As always, if you need any help entering please
let me know and mail back your paper work

District Delegates at Large to 2021 Annual Conf.
New Concord-Mollie Gerlach
Ava-Yvonne Matus
Jerusalem-Ken Phillips
Caldwell-Kathy Crock
Ragan’s Chapel-Sheila Harmon
Winterset-Cinda Starr
Koinonia Team-Betty Parry
Barnesville 1st-Susan Ward
Winterset-Joe Starr

Caldwell-Jody Polen
Pleasant Grove-Carol Willey
Koinonia Team-Joyce Coffey
Stafford-Larry Bettinger
Bethlehem-Sharon Bean
Jerusalem-Christine Ward
New Concord-Heather Coen
First-Dave Lynch
Faith-Fran Peters

Listed here are the names of persons nominated at the
2020 Charge Conferences to be nominees for District
Delegate at Large to the 2022 Annual Conference.
Barnesville First-Sue Ward
Bethlehem-Sharon Bean
Caldwell-Kathy Crock
Caldwell-Jody Parrish-Polen
First-Dave Lynch
First-Julia Dowling
Jerusalem-Ken Phillips
Jerusalem-Christine Ward

Jerusalem-Ken Phillips
Jerusalem-Christine Ward
Pleasant Grove-Carol Willey
Ragan’sChapel-SheilaHarmon
Stafford-Larry Bettinger
Winterset-Joe Starr
Winterset-Lucinda Starr

Church Audits Due MARCH 26, 2021
Please Send your audit to the District Office, PO Box 340,
Cambridge OH 43725

2020 Church Audits—You can find the Audit Report on
the eocumc.com web page. A) About Us….B) Districts/
Churches ….C) Southern Hills….D) Forms…. (Church
Forms) 3/4’s down the page you will see listed -Audit
Report
Betsy Stewart to Retire at Year’s End
Rev. Dr. Gary George and Rev. Steve Court to Retire 6/30/2021

Keep up on what is going on in the East Ohio
Conference, messages from the Bishop, all events,
forms and good articles. www.eocumc.com

SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE
Are you a United Methodist student who needs help paying for school? Scholarships are available through the
United Methodist Higher Education Foundation. Last year, UMHEF awarded over $2 million to UM students
like you! Learn more, then apply between January 1 – March 1, 2021 at https://www.umhef.org/scholarships/.
2020 CHANGES IN THE SOUTHERN HILLS DISTRICT
Church or Charge Changes:

Retiring or concluding ministry:

Upcoming changes:

Richard Carpenter –Newport/Hills
Jean Cooper-Barnesville Main
Karen Elliott-Morristown / Real Life
Thurman Harmon-Antrim & Londonderry
Mark Zimmer– Sand Hill/LowerSalem/
Pleasant Hill
Jeff Coggins—Caldwell New appointment
Rodney King-Quaker City/ Middlebourne
Sturman Moore –Christ 12/1/2020

David Morrow—concluding 6/30/2020
Yvonne Matus-concluding 9/1/2020
Keith Taylor—concluding 9/1/2020
Jim E Porter-concluding 6/30/2020
Bev Hall– retired 7/1/2020
Randy Weaver—retired 12/1/2020

Nancy Parsons –Senecaville/ Byesville/
& 9th Street 1/1/2021
Andrew Thompson Barnesville Main/
Belmont/ Lloydsville 2/1/2021
Karen Rawlins-concluding 1/1/2021
Jean Cooper– To retire 2/1/2021

With deep sorrow we report the passing
Of Cindy Ward, CLM at Fairview UMC
December 1, 2020

ALL EVENTS & REGISTRATION FORMS ARE ON OUR WEB PAGE

OR CALL THE DIST. 255-5691

Teach Reach Bless continues
We have an opportunity to assist in the education of female students at Africa University, a Pan-African
United Methodist institution. Increasing enrollment at AU and a lack of on-campus housing means that
some students commute from remote areas and find affordable off-campus housing, putting them at high
risk for living in and being subjected to untenable situations.
My vision is for East Ohio to build an on-campus women’s dorm that will provide a safe, secure
environment and a community of support, so that female AU students will be able to focus on education
without risking their very lives.
Bishop Malone
Donate: By Mail make checks payable to “East Ohio Conference” & write “Teach • Reach • Bless" on the memo line.
Mail to—East Ohio Conference, P.O. Box 76019, Cleveland, OH 44101-4755
Through your church make check payable to your church and write “Teach • Reach • Bless" on the memo line. Your treasurer will
send the monies to the Conference lockbox and include the church remittance under Fund 9915.

Mission Journeys 2021

We are excited to announce two free, virtual mission
journeys in early 2021. It’s a perfect opportunity for
those who have always felt called to mission but
haven’t been able to go out into the field. Participate
in a virtual mission trip to ZOE Empowers in
Zimbabwe on January 12-14 and Peru on March
6,10, and 13.

Support an EOC Missioner in Mexico

Letty Damian is currently serving as a mission intern in
the Fireland’s District in her last year of seminary at
Methodist Theological Seminary in Ohio. As the current
director of the Resurrection Community Center in
Mexico, Letty invites you to subscribe to her blog to
receive updates and videos of her family’s mission
journey. You can also support her mission by donating to
EOC Fund 9974.

You are invited to join a Learning Cohort. Learning Cohorts are designed for clergy
And laity to learn the best practices for establishing systems in congregations for
vitality and effectiveness. Each cohort consists of learning, strategic planning, and
ongoing coaching. Clergy, if you register and attend a cohort you do not have to
attend a compass group.

REACH:
Jan. 13, Feb. 10, Mar. 10, Apr. 14,
May 12, June 9, 2021 1:00—3:00 p.m.
Jan. 27, Feb. 24, Mar. 24, Apr. 28,
May 26, Jun. 23, 2021 1:00 –2:00 p.m.
COST $100 / Clergy & Laity

HOPE:
Jan. 12, 19, Feb. 2, 9, 16, 2021
6:30-8:00 p.m.
Cost. $200 per Church team / Clergy &
Laity
Church teams of 3 or more

TO REGISTER AND SEE MORE INFORMATION GO TO eocumc.com
Contact: (330) 499-3972 Courtney Gould, x121 or Kelly Brown, x129

REACH Led by Pastor Kyle Tennant
The Reach Cohort will explore ways to
reach the least, the last, and the lost in your
community by putting discipleship &
mission into the hands of everyday
members of your congregation. In
this cohort, you’ll learn simple practices to
equip your whole congregation in a lifestyle of discipleship. Reproducible tools for
discipleship and mission, including Catalyst
Faith Communities, help us build a Jesuscentered culture of personal & social
holiness. Topics will include: working with
fast-track and slow-track leaders for
congregational transformation; wrapping
your life and the life of your church around
the three-dimensional lifestyle of Jesus;
ways to identify those Christians and preChristians who are ready to take the journey
of discipleship.
HOPE Led by Kay Kotan & Rev. Kelly
Brown
The core vision of every local congregation
is to offer H.O.P.E.(Hospitality, Offer
Christ, Purpose, Engagement) to the
community it serves. The BOD offers a
transformational vision for local
congregations that includes proclaiming,
seeking, welcoming, leading persons to
commit their lives to God, nurturing
persons in Christian living, & sending
persons into the world to live lovingly &
justly as servants of Christ. Join this cohort
and help your congregation live into the
vision of H.O.P.E.for the church and
community.
Zoom Meetings, 5 weekly 90 min webinars
which includes content presentation &
coaching conversations. The webinars are
followed with six months of coaching by an
East Ohio recommended coach for each
congregation.
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ARE YOUR CONGREGATIONS
BEING THE HANDS AND FEET OF JESUS
in your communities?
Do you have a program that is WORKING?
-share that with us so other churches can hear.
How much easier is it to be connectional and not
have to reinvent the wheel? Let’s DO this and
let’s DO this together!!!

THE DISTRICT OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED DECEMBER 21—JANUARY 3

The mission of the United Methodist Church is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation
of the world.

