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                                 I am confident of this, that the one  who began a good work   
                                among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ.   

                               Philippians 1:6 (NRSV)      
 

                                         
 

What a privilege to walk with you for 7 years as District Superintendent among the Southern 
Hills Pastors and Laity!  Thank you for your witness to the hope of Jesus Christ at work among us as 
United Methodists in this District and Conference.  I will continue as your District Superintendent 
through June and you will be blessed by the leadership of Rev. Laura White as she begins serving as your 
District Superintendent July 1.  She and her husband, Ray, are preparing to move from Ashland into the 
District parsonage by the end of June.  

 
 I’ll pack up more memories than I can list, yet let me reminisce here about a sampling of 

blessings.  Working with Mollie Gerlach as District Administrative Assistant for 7 years has been a joy 
(and she surely deserves a medal)!  I’ve appreciated the leadership of Sherri Buehl, Yvonne Matus, and 
now Dr. Linda Morrow as they’ve coordinated District Lay Servant Ministries, and many other areas of 
service.  I’ve had the privilege of supporting Rev. Ted Buehl and Rev. Andrew Thompson, as they were 
each Commissioned and became Provisional Members of the East Ohio Conference.  The Ordination of 
Rev. Dawn Livingston as Deacon was delightful, while she Directed Epworth Center, before moving to 
Hinton Rural Life Ctr. in NC (and I look forward to the Ordination of Ted Buehl as an Elder this year, as 
he serves in the Firelands District now)!  I celebrate Certified Lay Ministers Linda Morrow, Suzette 
Tidrick, and George Clark, as well as all who began that journey with them in this District.  Southern 
Hills has inspired Certified Lay Ministers in many different settings, and contributed to all areas of Lay 
Servant Ministry, across our Conference!   

 
I’ve had the privilege of encouraging the candidacy of Jessica Schnegg, who is about to graduate 

from seminary and serve her first full time appointment in the Mahoning Valley District.  I’ve enjoyed 
witnessing the candidacy journeys of Pastors Bill Abrams, Jeff Calkins, Rick Carpenter, Karen Elliott, 
Debbie Gheen, Frank McAtee, David Morrow, Ramon Poisson, Jim E. Porter, David Rinkes, John 
Schafer, Jessica Schnegg, Andrew Thompson, Eddie Warne, Joel Weekley and others called to other 
avenues than licensing as a Local Pastor in East Ohio.  Those who’ve completed the Course of Study in 
my time as DS have included Jean Cooper, Randy Mercer, Steve Rice, and Dennis Williams.  (I’m sorry 
if I’ve missed anyone.)   

 
I treasure each pastor, every preacher, and all the laypersons who have taught me so much!  

Many vital laity who have cleared the path for us have joined the Church Triumphant.  Pastors and 
spouses of pastors who have died while I’ve been DS have included: Randy Cetorelli, Don Fairchild, 
Virginia Geiger, Harold Green, Gene Miller, Jimmy and Martha “Peggy” Rogers, Melissa Stoddard, 
Allan Teter, Richard Wilson, Angie Zimmer, as well as remarkable lay preachers, including Steve 
Cochran, Loren Romick and Cindy Ward.  My own mother passed away in January 2015 and countless 
pastors and laity have lost spouses, parents, siblings, and even children since July 2014 when I started 
this appointment.  We miss these beloved saints and remember their families in our prayers. 

 
We stand on the shoulders of all who have gone before us in the faith!  Although this year has 

been a challenging time, we can still rejoice together that we are “yet alive,” and looking forward to 
seeing each other’s faces (unmasked)!  “Let us take up the cross ‘till we the crown obtain, and gladly 

reckon all things loss so we may Jesus gain.” (A verse of Charles Wesley’s hymn, “And Are We Yet 
Alive” in our UM Hymnal # 553)  During this Lenten time of pause and reflection, may we renew our 
own faith so that others can stand on our shoulders to catch a glimpse of new life in Christ for our years 
ahead as the United Methodist Church. 

                                                                            Rev. Gail Angel, District Superintendent 



 

 ALL EVENTS & REGISTRATION FORMS ARE ON OUR WEB PAGE               OR CALL THE DIST.  255-5691 

           DON’T FORGET   
 

Church Audits Due MARCH 26, 2021 
                           

  Please Send your audit to the District Office,   
   PO Box 340,      Cambridge OH 43725                                                                                           

 You can find the Audit Report on the eocumc.com 
web page.  
A) About Us…. 
B) Districts/Churches …. 
C) Southern Hills…. 
D) Forms…. (Church Forms)  3/4’s down the page 

you will see listed -Audit Report         

 LAY SERVANT TRAINING 
  
   Saturday—APRIL 10 
         8:00 a.m.—5:30 p.m. 
 
Basic Course—@ Beverly UMC (face to face) 
 

Advanced Course—pick one 
  @ Beverly UMC(face to face) 
  @  New Concord UMC—Via zoom 
  @  Epworth Center—Via zoom 
 

Cost:  $25—Register by March 19, 2021 
 

Questions / information / registration form 
contact Linda Morrow 
 740-826-4185   or lemorrow74@gmail.com  

Keep up on what is going on in the East Ohio Conference, messages from the Bishop, all events, forms 
and good articles.   www.eocumc.com  

    Spring District Conference 
 

 Pick one of three (3) choices  
 

 Sunday, May 2nd,  2:00 p.m.  
     in person, inside  (tbd) 
                                  (with masks & social distance) 

 Sunday, May 2nd, 4:00 p.m.  
     in person, outdoors  
    Old Concord Pavilion near Seneca Lake 
                         (with masks & social distance) 

 Monday, May 3rd, 6:30 p.m. 
    Zoom  
 
You will need to register with the 
District Office by April 26 

       740-255-5691 or 
      shillsoffice@gmail.com  

 
(tbd will be published soon) 

 

2021 Summer Camp Programs 
 

Summer 2021 registration began online January 29, 2021. Our camp capacity will  
be reduced this summer. We suggest you register as soon as you are ready to save a spot.   
 

Kids need the opportunity to be outside in God’s creation, connecting with each other in safe ways, 
building a relationship with God, and having fun. We firmly believe that camp and retreat ministry is 
one of the best ways to make and mature disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 
world. We are excited to bring Summer Camp 2021 to life.  
 

One mission. Many distinctly different programs. 
At East Ohio Camps we are all focused on partnering with families and local congregations in the 
faith formation of the children, youth, and adults they send our way. The places where the ministry 
comes alive are all different. The three sites: Aldersgate, Asbury, and Wanake, and the Youth off-
site events: CYF, ReachOut, and Institute, all provide excellent camping experiences, yet offer a 
variety of programs that celebrate their uniqueness. 
 
Southern Hills offers scholarships for youth attending camps. Contact us for information. 



 

 

Southern Hills District has openings to attend 2021 Annual Conference                                                       
If you would be interested in serving as a District Member-at-Large please talk with your pastor. Upon 
approval of your church council your pastor will submit your name to this office and you will be added to the 
list to be brought to The District Conference. 

The forum will provide information about: 

 why the 2020 General Conference was further postponed until Aug. 29-Sept. 6, 2022, and 

 why the implications of again delaying 2020 GC warrants a Special Called Session of General Conference 
that will take place online this May 8. 
The Conference Council on Ministries, members of the East Ohio General Conference delegation, and 
Bishop Tracy S. Malone will give leadership to this forum. 

 
Bishop Tracy S. Malone explains that, in this extended year of the quadrennium 

in The United Methodist Church, the Annual Conference theme Christ Alive in Us! expands 
upon our quadrennial AC theme of Bearing Fruit that Lasts: Called, Committed, Connected. 

“The focus is on proclaiming and celebrating how Christ is alive and is 
at work in and through our lives and through the mission and witness of the Church. 

We are made alive in Christ … we are God’s handiwork … created in Christ Jesus 
to do good things … to bear fruit that lasts,” she said. 

Annual Conference registration will open on Monday, April 5 and will close on Friday, May 14. 
All registration will be done online. Each voting member will need their own unique 

e-mail address to register for conference and to vote during business sessions. 

   2021 Annual Conference 
Wednesday, June 16 through  
       Saturday, June 19 

 
The worship services and business sessions of this 

year’s conference will be livestreamed from the 
John S. Knight Center in Akron with clergy and 
lay members of Annual Conference participating 

remotely via Zoom video conferencing. 

 Contact the District Office if you need to sign out a laptop to borrow or to find a location with internet 
access. There will be a practice session offered—watch for an email.  

 The Commissioning & Ordination service will be livestreamed on Wednesday, June 16 @ 3:00 p.m. 

 The Annual Conference opening service of Commemoration & Holy Communion will begin at 9:00 a.m. 
on Thursday, June 17. Anyone can watch the worship services online. 

 CLERGY must register for Both the Clergy Session on Wednesday, June 16 
                                                               and the Annual Conference June 16—19  

EOC General Conference Information Forum   

Clergy and laity of the East Ohio Conference are encouraged to participate 
in a live streamed East Ohio Conference information forum at     

1:00 p.m.  on Saturday,  March 13. 



 

 The mission of the United Methodist Church is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation 
of the world.  

 ARE YOUR CONGREGATIONS  
BEING THE HANDS AND FEET OF JESUS 
  in your communities? 
 
Do you have a program that is WORKING? 
-share that with us so other churches can hear.  
  
How much easier is it to be connectional and not 
have to reinvent the wheel? Let’s DO this and 
let’s DO this together!!! 

Southern Hills District Office 
641 Steubenville Avenue 
PO Box 340 
Cambridge OH  43725 
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