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We are Still Going! 
 
  

                             During my renewal leave, I flew out to Denver where my sister lives and we 
                             took our first “Sister Trip” with just the two of us in her car. Our first visit  
                             was with Hal and Margaret Waters, my parents’ closest friends, in a Senior 
Living complex in Carlsbad, New Mexico. They remember my birth and many marker moments 
in my life. They miss our parents who have passed away, remembering our home church in 
Arlington Virginia, where their adult Sunday School class also played bridge together once a 
month.  Margaret became a travel agent after raising their children and led a group to the World 
Methodist Conference in Nairobi, Kenya years ago.  She planned a side trip for a short Safari 
experience down a long road, which became a bumpy grasslands trail after a while as it was 
getting dark.  Margaret anxiously asked the distinguished Kenyan guide whether they were 
almost to the guest house where they’d stay that night.  “Madame, we are still going!” he replied 
brightly but firmly.  She can still remember his voice and when people ask how she and her 
husband are doing now that they are 86 and 90 years old, respectively, she replies brightly and 
firmly, “We are still going!” 
I got back to my roots in the Bible while on leave, taking the trip again with our parents in the 
faith, Abraham and Sarah and family, reading in Genesis and Exodus.  “Leave your country, 
your people and your father’s household and go to the land I will show you … So Abram left as 
the Lord had told him, and Lot went with him.  Abram was 75 years old when he set out from 
Haran.”  (Gen. 12:1,4 NIV)  In a sense, as a people of faith in the United Methodist Church, I 
can affirm brightly and firmly, “we are still going!”  There are new pastors who have come from 
other places and churches and laity venturing out in new ways to share the good news of Jesus 
Christ, following the example of parents in the faith like Paul and like Lydia.  I will be listening 
to how your journeys in faith are going as I have the privilege to meet this fall with pastors and 
lay leaders. 
My sister and I also visited our last living aunt and uncle at an Assisted Living facility in 
Liberal, Kansas.  Uncle Merle, our dad’s youngest brother, is now 90, and Aunt Phyllis is 
making the most of each day by sharing her gifts of music and encouragement with all the 
residents.  We shared lunch and supper with them and stayed for the gospel sing which she 
accompanied.  We sang “I’ll Fly Away,” “Whispering Hope,” (my request), and some of Aunt 
Phyllis’ choices including “There’s Something about that Name,” and the poetic “Be Still, My 
Soul” by Katharina von Schlegel, translated by Jane Borthwick in 1855 and based on Psalm 
46:10 (Hymn 534 in the UM Hymnal, 1988).  “Be still, my soul:  your God will undertake to 
guide the future, as in ages past.  Your hope, your confidence let nothing shake; all now 
mysterious shall be bright at last.  Be still, my soul: the waves and winds still know the Christ 
who ruled them while he dwelt below.” 
We visited with both my cousins and their wives who are still farming in western Kansas, as our 
grandfather did.  Our family from Virginia visited there for 10 days each summer as we grew up 

and they are the inspiration for my love of rural people and churches still today.  This heritage 
drew me to my husband in seminary, which is how I have become an Ohioan for 32 years now!  
I thank you for more time with my husband and others on a stirring time of renewal this summer 

and could share more!  I appreciate the honor of travelling life’s path with you at this point in 
our lives.  We are still going!   

                                                           Yours in Christ,  

                 Rev. Gail Angel, District Superintendent 



 

 ALL EVENTS & REGISTRATION FORMS ARE ON OUR WEB PAGE               OR CALL THE DIST.  255-5691 

                         LONDONDERRY UMC CELEBRATES 140 YEARS  
 
                         On Sunday, October 14, 2018, members and friends of Londonderry UMC,   located on  
                            Cadiz Road  (U.S. Route 22),  Freeport, Ohio, will gather to Celebrate 140 years of faithful                                                    
                            service in what is now the Southern Hills District. A fellowship meal will be served at 1:00 p.m., 
                            with worship and more fellowship time to follow at about 2:00 p.m. Please join us as we look 
back at our heritage and forward to what God continues to call us to do. 
  In 1878, a few families, consisting of both Methodist and United Brethren, met at the township house in 
Londonderry to worship. There were ministers of both denominations there to lead worship, and a revival was 
soon held. At a meeting to decide what the new church would be called, the Methodist name won because there 
were more Methodists present. They continued to worship at the township house until land was purchased and a 
new church built in 1895.  
  Money for the church building was raised through many projects: children and youth performed plays; adults 
also joined in entertaining; they held ice cream socials and oyster suppers; and they canvassed the area for 
contributions. The winning bid for the construction was $925. Stone was hauled from a nearby farm (J.S.Riggs 
farm). The chairs and pulpit cost $205 the bell was $58, and the stoves cost $38. The Epworth League, a 
Methodist association of young people, purchase an organ. A basement was later dug to make room for a coal 
furnace in about 1919, and a full basement was completed and dedicated in 1969. 
  Over the years, Londonderry Church has been part of the Oak Grove circuit, the Winterset charge, the 
Freeport charge, the Lore City charge, and then the Fairview charge. It now shares a pastor with Real Life 
Community of Faith in Bethesda, Ohio. 
  This congregation continues to minister faithfully to the Londonderry community. Those who went before us 
laid a firm foundation-the building and our faith. We have a long and rich heritage in Londonderry, Guernsey 
County, Ohio.                                                   
                                      Thanks be to God! 
                                                                 In Christ’s service, 
                                                                 Karen E. Elliott 
                                                                 Licensed Local Pastor 
                                                                 Londonderry UM / Real Life Community of Faith 

             ATTENTION RETIRED CLERGY 
 

We are trying to update contact information for all retired clergy living in the Southern Hills District.  
IF you are a retired Clergy in this District and not appointed please call this office 740-255-5691 or email Mollie 
shillsdistrict@gmail.com and help us make sure we have your information.  Also if anyone knows of retired clergy in 
your church please also let us know so that we can be sure we have the correct information. 

 

Date:  October 27, 2018                   

Time:  8:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.                  

Place:  Hannibal UMC ….   52732 OH-536 ….  Clarington 43915     

Youth & Adult BASIC “Lay Servant Ministry”     (Learning & Leading) 
 

Local Church Lay Servant 

    

   O 
  F 
  F 
  E 
  R 
  I 
  N 
  G ADVANCED   “From Pew to Pulpit” 

 
Certified Lay Servant 

ADVANCED   “Each One a Minister” 
 

Certified Lay Servant 

OR 



 

 

GUY  PENROD 
 
 “PRAY ABOUT EVERYTHING” 
tour .. SEPT 16  .. 3:00 p.m. 
 Pritchard Laughlin Civic Center 
 
Cambridge Faith UMC is sponsoring Guy 
Penrod, known for his work as the former 
lead singer of the Gaither Vocal Band, to 
come with his Pray About Everything 
tour.   
 
Tickets are only $25 each and available by 
contacting the Pritchard Laughlin box 
office 740-439-7009, M-F,9-4 or through 
etix.com  
 
The concert will be a mix of new releases 
and traditional favorites with testimony 
and praise.  
This would make a good church group 
event.  .. Maybe even invite your 
unchurched friends to go with you. Guy is 
a witness to the love of God as he has 
struggled through life issues like so many 
of us have, yet continues to fully rely on 
God. 

KENNONSBURG  UMC  TO HOST MISSIONARIES FROM LIBERIA 

        Wednesday…  September 19…   6:30 p.m. 
 
Between September 15-23th, the East Ohio Conference Area will be hosting a General Board 
of Global Ministries   (GBGM) missionary—Mary Zigbuo Mantor.   Mary has  serve as a 
missionary in Liberia and was particularly instrumental in helping the Liberian people during 
the Ebola crisis.  

 She and her husband  Patrick Mantor, who is the retired Administrator of Ganta Hospital 
work with the various hospitals.  Mary has continued to serve the UMC with special emphasis 
on helping the work of Global Health to function well in Liberia.  As she nears the end of her 
missionary service, Mary and Patrick are both itinerating throughout many States where she 
has been able to forge important partnerships with the people of Liberia.  During her assigned 
itineration from September 15-23, Mary Mantor will be sharing her faith and her service at 
East Ohio churches that have invite her to come and speak.  Having Patrick available to share 
about his work at Ganta Hospital will be an additional blessing. 

Mary and Patrick will be in Southern Hills District on Wednesday evening September 19th for 
a presentation and refreshments. 

COME to hear about the partnerships between East Ohio and Liberia and the work of these 
missional partners! 

Kennonsburg Youth will be helping with the evening. THIS would be a great event to bring your 
Youth to. How powerful to hear from a Missionary with time for interaction and questions!!! 

Friday, September 7 @ 7:00p.m.   
             GREATER VISION 
 
Saturday, October 13 @ 7:00p.m. 
              SOUL’D OUT 
 
“when you attend a concert at Ava UMC, come 
prepared to be blesses!” Love Offerings are 
taken at all concerts. Ava is located in Ava, OH. 
Exit 28 off I-77, turn right onto SR 821, travel 4 
miles north to Ava. The church is on the right. 
For information: contact Darla @ 740-732-5281 
or Pastor Tom at 740-509-2602 



 

 

SATURDAY… SEPT. 15, 2018   Registration  8:30 a.m. 
Location: Christ UMC—Baltimore, OH 700 S. Main St./SR 158 Baltimore, OH 43105 

Bring a team! 
Each session includes: continental breakfast, lunch, snacks, and handouts. 

0.6 C.E.U’s for clergy and lay. 
 

REGISTER BY SEPTEMBER 9 …..$25 per person 
         $20 with 3 or more together 

 

 

East Ohio Payroll Services  
All East Ohio Conference local churches are eligible to enroll in this program. The deadline to enroll for a 
January 2019 start date is Thursday, November 1, 2018. The $1,000 set-up fee will be waived for the churches 
that submit paperwork to the office of Financial and Administrative Services by November, 1, 2018. To enroll, 
contact East Ohio Financial & Administrative Services at (330) 966-7581 or visit their website.  

In addition to these 
speakers you may choose 
one of three break-out 
session:  
 
1.) Planning for Advent  
2.) PowerPoint and Media 
in the Church  
3.) Recruit, Form or Create 
a Worship Team  
   

  
 
YOU CAN  
 
1-Call Mollie at the District for 
registration form 740-255-5691 
 
2-print from our web page;    
 
3– contact Debbie Ketcham  
   614-580-2382     
revdsk@frontier.com  



 

 

COUNCIL OF BISHOPS AMEND THEIR CALL FOR THE 2019 SPECIAL SESSION  
In response to Judicial Council Decision 1360, the Council of Bishops (COB) has amended its call for the Special 
Session of the General Conference of The United Methodist Church to be held February 23-26, 2019 in St. Louis, 
Missouri. The amended call issued by COB President Kenneth H. Carter notes that, “The purpose of this Special 
Session of the General Conference shall be limited to receiving and acting upon a report from the Commission on 
a Way Forward and recommendations of the Council of the Bishops.”  
 
The Commission on a Way Forward has offered the following three plans:  
• The One Church Plan would allow decisions about whether to ordain LGBTQ clergy or to allow same-gender 
unions to be made closer to conference and congregational level. The plan would remove the restrictive language 
against the practice of homosexuality in The Book of Discipline, and would also give assurances to pastors and 
conferences who in good conscience cannot perform same-sex weddings or ordain “self-avowed practicing” gay 
clergy that they don’t have to do so. The Council of Bishops recommends The One Church Plan as the way 
forward for The United Methodist Church.  
• The Traditionalist Plan would affirm the current language in The Book of Discipline and seek to create swift and 
strong penalties for violations and create exit plans for churches that disagree.  
• The Connectional Conference Plan would allow conferences to choose among three connectional conferences 
for affiliation. The connectional conferences would align based on theology or perspective on LGBTQ ministry – be 
it traditionalist, progressive or allowing for a variety of approaches. This plan would require multiple amendments 
to the denomination’s constitution.  
 
The Special Conference materials will be available in the official languages of General Conference no later than 
November 26, 2018. To help the Church prepare for the Special Session of General Conference, the Commission 
on a Way Forward has posted 10 videos about its work on the Commission’s Facebook and YouTube pages.  
 
EOC Delegation Offers Listening Posts  
The East Ohio delegation, which was elected by Annual Conference, has scheduled the following five listening 
posts to hear the thoughts and concerns of clergy and laity heading into the Special Session:  
• Sat., Sept. 8; 10am – 12:30pm Wildare UMC  
• Sat., Sept. 29; 10am – 12:30pm Cambridge Christ UMC  
• Tues., Oct. 9; 6:30 – 9:00 pm New Phila First UM  
• Sat., Oct. 20; 10am – 12:30pm Ashland First UMC  
• Tues., Nov. 6; 6:30 – 9:00 pm Aldersgate UMC  
 

                        Pre-registration is not required, but is helpful for us to plan hospitality.  
                       Please register yourself and any guests coming with you.  
                               (go to eocumc.com web page to register) 
 
The delegation also has established the email address of eoc2019gcdelegation@eocumc.com should you wish to 
contact each of the delegates.  
 
Questions that may help direct you in how to share your thoughts and concerns with the delegation include:  
• What are signs of hope/or causes of anxiety for you surrounding the 2019 Special General Conference?  
• What are signs of hope, or causes of anxiety, for you in a particular plan in the proposed report?  
• What would your picture of The United Methodist Church look like for the next generation?  
• What do you want us as delegates to be aware of or take into consideration?  
 
Recommended reading: Be Strong and of Good Courage and Wonder, Love, and Praise - Sharing a Vision of the Church  



 

 The mission of the United Methodist Church is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation 
of the world.  

 ARE YOUR CONGREGATIONS  
BEING THE HANDS AND FEET OF JESUS 
  in your communities? 
 
Do you have a program that is WORKING? 
-share that with us so other churches can hear.  
  
How much easier is it to be connectional and not 
have to reinvent the wheel? Let’s DO this and 
let’s DO this together!!! 

      Part-time Church Maintenance & Custodian 

position. Must possess basic maintenance skills, 

perform custodial duties including but not limited 

to sweeping, dusting, trash collection and 

restroom cleaning, be able to lift 50lbs. This 

position is M-F, 11:30-3:30, $10.15/hr. Direct all 

inquires to Pleasant Grove United Methodist 

Church, 400 Pleasant Grove Road, Zanesville, 

Ohio 43701.  

Southern Hills District Office 
641 Steubenville Avenue 
PO Box 340 
Cambridge OH  43725 
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Charge Conference dates, forms and time 
lines have all been determined and 
published in various ways.   Forms are 
on our web page—   

 eocumc.com             

 About Us    

 District/Churches   

 Southern Hills 

 Forms 

 Church Forms (Forms on this page) 

 Southern Hills -specific forms takes   
      you to the schedules for your church 
                    Please take note……. 


