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The Risen Christ is with Us! 
 
 
        Once the excitement and celebration of Easter Sunday is past, how do we  
        remind each other that the Risen Christ is with us? We want to be Easter  
        people, boldly sharing the good news that God’s love is stronger than death!  
        Our hope is not in vain and contrasts with so much hopelessness around us.  
The Risen Christ is with us in the preaching, teaching, responding and serving  we do. I joined 
with many to attend the funeral for Pastor Mary “Louise” Rogers (1920-2018).  She got a 
seminary degree, in days when that was uncommon for women, and served as a local pastor at 
Byesville: Trinity 1967-1984 and Pleasant City 1977-1984.  The many lives she touched in 
living out her faith, preaching, teaching, and leading were celebrated by Pastor Debbie Gheen 
and all the witnesses who gathered and shared. 
        Many churches are trying one new bold thing this year to make a difference for Christ in 
their communities.  That was a challenge in June of 2017 from our Bishop, Tracy Malone, as she 
inspired pastors and lay members at Annual Conference.  The Belmont and Lloydsville churches 
stepped forward in faith from a part-time appointment to support their new pastor, Andrew 
Thompson, as a full-time pastor.  Koinonia Team churches stepped out in faith to support a 
youth leader together.  Sardis UMC has completed its accessible fellowship building which will 
better serve the community through offering food and other programs.  Epworth Center and the 
Real Life Community of Faith are building one another up with Sherri Buehl as the Director of 
Epworth Center.  The risen Christ is with us! 

We stir up the Spirit in one another as we learn together.  Many leaders gathered at 
Christ UMC in Cambridge March 3 for training (by the Town and Rural Resource Program) in 
church security matters, disaster response, and addiction recovery programs.  The laity have 
stepped out to help and lead when pastors or their family members have been ill.  The pastor at 
Woodsfield, David Cottrell, preached at Somerton following the passing of Pastor Richard 
Wilson, until another pastor, Mark Zimmer, could begin to offer them new focus as of March 1.  
Persons are presenting themselves as candidates for ministry and training to become Certified 
Lay Ministers.  We celebrated and learned together at Spring District Conference March 10, 
honoring churches where people have joined in this year by profession of faith.  We heard from 
Will Jones, a younger Conference Leader helping us focus on good outcomes to make disciples 
and offering ideas on Reaching New People.  We covered many other areas including honoring 
2 lay servants of the year and a Pastor of the Year named by the District Lay Servant Committee.  
The Risen Christ is with us! 
 I praise God for the faithfulness of Pastor Parish Relations Committee and 
congregational leaders who prepare to say goodbye to one pastor and welcome another.  It is an 
honor to serve among you and a privilege to watch how the Holy Spirit works in these important 
times of transition.  Churches receiving a new pastor have been invited to Transition workshops 
and getting “Rule of Christ” training in the fall, using Biblical principles to keep us healthy even 
in conflict.  Healthy congregations are freed to make more disciples of Jesus Christ.  Even out of 
congregations which have closed, members find new places and ways to serve and grow.  The 
risen Christ is with us! 
 In what ways can you see the Risen Christ is with us?  How are you stepping up in 
personal faith and social witness to make a difference and transform the world?  We would like 
more to share their testimonies.  It’s no joke:  we are Easter people!  Let’s celebrate the 
resurrection of Christ in some bold, new ways and share how Jesus breaks down old 
assumptions and brings us new life! 
    Gail Angel, Southern Hills District Superintendent 
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2018 Mileage rate  
 

has been set at 54.5 cents per 
mile for business miles driven;   

Audits WERE Due 
March 31, 2018 to the District Office. Please send 
now if you have not already done so… 
PO Box 340, Cambridge 43725    Thank you 
 

  Together: Two Are Better Than One 
    June 1, 7-9pm  June 2, 9am-4pm    Kennonsburg UMC 
Marriage is an incredible gift from God, but it also takes intentionality to keep your 
marriage strong. Join us for this marriage weekend and breathe fresh life into  
your marriage! Get a refresher of the core foundations of healthy marriage like communication, conflict 
resolution, and loving each other well. Plus, learn new tools to connect, deepen your relationship, catch a 
vision for your marriage, and build a meaningful life and family for the Kingdom of God. 
Speakers: Michael & Beth Hoff are campus pastors at Bethel Cleveland and have a 
passion to help build strong marriages & families.  Beth has a Masters in Clinical Counseling and serves as 
the Director of Marriage & Family Ministries for Bethel Cleveland and Michael has a Masters of Divinity and 
serves as the campus pastor of Bethel’s Middleburg Campus. 
The weekend and lunch Saturday are free.  If you can RSVP:  749-679-2365 but not mandatory 

Safety & Security in Your Church & Addiction Recovery Ministry 
Highlights from the TARRP Training March 3 at Christ UMC in Cambridge 

 

Steve Schemine gave a detailed presentation on developing a Safety and Security Plan at Linworth United Methodist 
Church, where he is a member.  There are 9 areas of planning they worked out:  Accidental Injury/Medical Emergency 
Action Plan; Bomb Threat Emergency Action Plan; Chemical Emergency/HAZMAT Release Plan; Disorderly Person 
Plan; Fire, Smoke, or Smell of Smoke Evacuation Plan; Intruder/Active Shooter-Hostage Taker Emergency Action Plan; 
Missing Child Plan; Severe Weather, Thunderstorms, Line Winds, and Tornado Safety Plan; and Utility Failure Plan. 
Steve shared his expertise as the only person on the team at his church who had a law enforcement background (29 
years of experience – including currently serving as lieutenant with the Columbus State Community College Police 
Department)  The room got especially quiet as he discussed dynamics with an active shooter.  As with school trainings, 
you should attempt to respond in this order:  RUN, HIDE, BARRICADE, ATTACK.  If a shooter would threaten a 
sanctuary full of people, you can “attack” in other ways than shooting back.  Only law enforcement trained personnel 
should be armed and churches should consult with their insurance companies in this planning.  (A conceal/carry permit 
only requires a couple of hours training with a stationary target and there are many other dynamics with an active 
shooter.)  Any planning should be done in consultation with local law enforcement officers and those partnerships are 
good for churches to establish for many reasons. 
Mike Williams, our Conference Disaster Response Coordinator, spoke about forming community partnerships with 
“Neighbor to Neighbor” trainings.  His contact information is on the Conference website (eocumc.com) and he can set 
up area trainings if invited to come to a church.  He had just been helping coordinate flood relief near his home in 
Chardon in the days before coming to offer us this training, so we appreciate his leadership!  Rev. Ted Buehl, serving 
Barnesville First and Batesville UMCs is our District Disaster Response Coordinator, working with our District Office 
and others across the Conference.  Let him know if you’d like to help on a District Disaster Response Team.  We are 
also blessed in our area with Mary Bates, Director of HARP in Caldwell, who attended the training and who trains for 
Church World Service and serves on Ohio VOAD (Voluntary Organizations Assisting in Disasters). 
Dale Martin, Coordinator of Celebrate Recovery at Christ UMC, described this ministry for people with “Hurts, Habit, 
and Hang-ups” and the difference it makes in the church and community.  He encourages other churches to launch 
Celebrate Recovery ministries so that more people can be reached with the Good News of Christ.  Two women gave 
their powerful testimonies out of Celebrate Recovery groups at Christ UMC in Cambridge. 
We heard about the CHOICES Coalition in Cambridge – bringing together groups which were trying to make a 
difference moving beyond their “silos” of care and responsibility.  More coordination, information and planning can 
help with a unified community response to addiction recovery needs.  
Dave Pennington, a Certified Lay Minister from West Ohio, shared Good News about jail and prison ministry.  He has 
spent 12 years in ministry with incarcerated and addicted inmates in Licking County. 



 

 

What is the Walk to Emmaus? 
The Walk to Emmaus and its other life stage ministries are a ministry of Discipleship Ministries and 

the Upper Room.  Emmaus is open to members of any Christian denomination.  
Emmaus is for the development of Christian leaders who: 
Are members of a local church 
Have a desire to strengthen their spiritual lives 
May have unanswered questions about their faith 
Understand that being a Christian involves responsibility 
Are willing to dedicate their everyday lives to God in an ongoing manner 
Mission:  Empowering Leaders to be the hands and feet of Christ. 
Vision:   Fourth Day Leaders Embodying Jesus Christ. 
 

What happens on the Emmaus Weekend? 
The walk to Emmaus is an experience of Christian spiritual renewal and formation that begins with a 

three-day short course in Christianity. It is an opportunity to meet Jesus Christ in a new way as God’s grace 
and love is revealed to you through other believers. 

The Walk to Emmaus experience begins with the prayerful discernment and invitation from a 
sponsor.  After one accepts this invitation they complete an application.  The Emmaus leaders prayerfully 
consider each applicant and in God’s time, the person is invited to attend a three-day experience of New 
Testament Christianity as a lifestyle. 

Following the three-day experience, participants are joined in small groups to support each other in 
their ongoing walk with Christ. 

 Through the formational process of accountable discipleship in small groups and participation in the 
Emmaus community, each participant’s individual gifts and servant-leadership skills are developed for use in 
the local church and its mission.  Participants are encouraged to find ways to live out their individual call to 
discipleship in their home, church, and community.  

The objective of Emmaus is to inspire, challenge, and equip the local church members for Christian 
action in their homes, churches, communities and places of work.  Emmaus lifts up a way for our grace-filled 
lives to be lived and shared with others. 

 

What are the other ministries of the Walk to Emmaus? 
Discovery Weekend:  Is a new ministry for the Upper Room.  It is for teens, 13-15 years of age.  

Discovery is done in the local Church and is adaptable to any size congregation. 
Chrysalis:  Is the teen version of the Walk to Emmaus for young people 15-18 years of age.  

Chrysalis is part of a local Emmaus community and is a ministry of the community.  It is also a 72-hour retreat 
which in many cases start on the Saturday morning of a three-day weekend from school and runs until 

Monday late afternoon. 
Journey to the Table:  Is a ministry for young adults between the ages of 18-35.  In many cases 

this is done in a college setting.  Like Discovery, it is not necessarily associated with a local Emmaus 
community.  Journey to the table is easily adaptable to a variety of time frames.  It may be done as a weekend 
event, or a series of weekly meetings over a period of time. 

Face to Face:  This ministry is for older adults, or those that might not be able to handle a weekend 
event but could attend meetings for three or four hours at a time.  Like Journey to the Table, it is adaptable to a 
variety of time frames.  It can be done in a local Church, or even a retirement setting.  Face to Face is 
supported by a local community.  At present it is supported and administered by two communities in Ohio, the 
closest being in Newark. 

 If you would like further information or have questions, brochures on each of these ministries 
are available in the district office.  You may also contact me personally and I will be glad to answer any 
questions you may have. 

Rev. Tom Matus          Phone:  740-509-2602    Email:  tmatus49@gmail.com 

Have you heard of EMMAUS? Do you know how life changing it can be? 
One of the break out sessions at District Conference was on Emmaus—please read below for some highlights of this wonderful  
program.  Contact information included.  



 

 

 



 

 

We will explore what it means to be called and equipped as followers of Jesus 

Christ when we gather June 11-14 at Lakeside Chautauqua for Annual Conference 

2018.  

John 15:13-17, the concluding verses of our quadrennial Scripture passage, John 

15:1-17, will guide our worship services, while business sessions will reinforce our 

EOC vision to equip and support pastors, congregations and faith communities to 

grow in their capacity to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of 

the world.  

ALL EVENTS & REGISTRATION FORMS ARE ON OUR WEB PAGE               OR CALL THE DIST.  255-5691 

    Southern Hills Clergy and Lay 

Member Fellowship Dinner 

MONDAY, June 11, 5:00pm   

New Wellness Center   

         Drackett Hall 

Southern Hills Clergy and their families,   
all lay members to annual conference and  

their families are invited.   
Please RSVP to the District Office         

255-5691 or shillsdistrict@gmail.com   

Listed below are the names of persons nominated at our  
Spring District Conference to be District Delegate at  

Large to the 2019 Annual Conference.    
 

Mollie Gerlach—New Concord  Kathy Crock—       Caldwell  
Ken Phillips—    Jerusalem  Heather Coen—      New Concord 
Jody Polen—       Caldwell  Joyce Coffey—       Koinonia Team 
Joe Star—        Christ  Christine Ward—    Jerusalem 
Carol Willey—    Pleasant Grove Kimy Porter—        Stafford 
Susan Ward—     Barnesville 1st  Dave St.Clair—      Claysville 
Larry Bettinger—Stafford  Barry Browne—     Center 
Yvonne Matus— 9th Street  Christopher Wells - Dungannon 
Karen Brown—   Sand Hill  Dan Fox—         Mt. Olive 
 

2018 Summer Camp   
                 Registration 
                 Is open NOW! 
 

Aldersgate-Asbury-Wanake 
 
There will be an Open House 
At Aldersgate and Asbury 
for you to visit, and meet the 
staff.  
Aldersgate—April 14 
Asbury—April 15 
  
The District offers 
scholarship money if needed. 

CONFERENCE AND ANNUAL CONFERENCE  INFORMATION 

 Clergy Spouse Breakfast 
Marketplace & Fellowship—
Wednesday  9 am—11 am    
Wesley Lodge, Lakeside 
 
The Marketplace: For every clergy 
spouse who loves to craft, sew, 
and bake, we invite you to bring 
your items to sell  
Contact Elsa Court at 
elsacourt@twc.com or by calling 
330-440-9914  

During District Conference Rev. 
Angel shared 2 video clips from 
Bishop Malone. 
 
One - An Apportionment Message 
and one - EOC Ministry Vision. 
Either or both would be good to 
share in worship or at a council 
meeting. You can copy onto a flash 
drive easily. They are short, inspiring 
messages.  
Go to:  eocumc.com web page under 
Bishop’s Office.  

 

 

                      

                    UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
 

                     The Southern Hills District United Methodist Women will                         
                  hold the spring gathering on April 28, 2018, 10:00am—
2:00pm at Beckett Avenue UMC.  1401 Beckett Ave. Cambridge, 
Ohio.   
Our guest speaker will be Laurie Colbert who has been on a mission 
trip to Liberia. Laurie will share details of her trip including food and 
song. Lunch will be provided. Awards will be given to UMW units 
who have met their goals in 2017. All ladies enter their name for a 
chance to win a door prize. Come join wonderful fellowship, praise 
and worship with sisters from throughout Southern Hills. 

https://maps.google.com/?q=1401+Beckett+Ave.+Cambridge,+Ohio&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=1401+Beckett+Ave.+Cambridge,+Ohio&entry=gmail&source=g
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The mission of the United Methodist Church is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation 
of the world.  

 ARE YOUR CONGREGATIONS  
BEING THE HANDS AND FEET OF JESUS 
  in your communities? 
 
Do you have a program that is WORKING? 
-share that with us so other churches can hear.  
  
How much easier is it to be connectional and not 
have to reinvent the wheel? Let’s DO this and 
let’s DO this together!!! 

 
Be sure to use our PO Box  340 on things you need to mail to the District Office. 
Items sent to the street address are delayed in reaching us. 
                                Thanks! 


