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                         Anticipating Light 

                         Many Holy Week worship services are held in the evening with darkened         
   sanctuaries. Some Good Friday services have candles extinguished and   
   people  leaving a dark sanctuary as we await the news of hope and light 
renewed in Jesus’ resurrection.  We feel the breadth and depth of darkness around us.  We  
are shocked by the world’s blind destruction and darkness, and saddened by our own 
downhearted attitudes, dim understanding of scripture, and weak spirit.   Our lives depend 
upon the light of Christ!  I recently heard a sermon by Rev. Ev Stoddard about that light, 
including his own experience on a clear night searching the skies to see if the “Northern 
Lights” might be slightly visible, as was a possibility. 
 

Jesus’ own disciples, his closest followers, thought that the kingdom of God had come, but 
then they saw Jesus die on a cross!  How they must have ached for a glimpse, a shimmer of 
hope!  As people of faith, we are strangely hopeful, anticipating light before it dawns.  
Knowing that “God so loved the world that He gave His only Son …” (John 3:16), we do not 
weep without hope, even as darkness is pressing in.  We grieve as those who still anticipate 
that “joy comes with the morning.” (Psalm 30:5) 
 

Think of the 12 Thai boys aged 11-16, and their soccer coach, who were rescued from 
darkness to life after being trapped June 23 last year 2.5 miles from the mouth of a cave.  
(Radhika Viswanathan www.vox.com 7-19-2018 “The rescue of the 12 Thai boys who were 
trapped in a cave explained”)  It took an international team almost a month to find and rescue 
them, and the death of 38 year old volunteer rescuer Saman Kunan.  40% of the water in the 
cave from monsoon rains had to be pumped out, so some farmers had flooded fields, but were 
glad to be part of this rescue themselves, even at their own financial loss.  This story points to 
a shimmer of hope in our world as I remember how rescuers from the US (30 people 
including 17 members of the Air Force), the British Cave Rescue Council (who headed the 
exploration which found the boys & coach), and from Australia, Japan, China, Myanmar, and 
Laos, all worked together for good.  How many prayers were lifted up as well?! 
 

We met in February and March in 6 different “Mission Areas” of our District to shine a light 
on the gifts and assets God has given us and how God might help us transform our 
communities and areas in the next chapter of our lives.  (Thank you to leadership from Rev. 
Lee Ann Dunlap, Rev. Tina Gallaher, and Rev. Bev Hall!)  Two groups have met again 
recently to follow up and all areas (former Compass Groups refocused) are asked to bring 
pastors and at least 2 laity from each church together by May to hone in on 1-3 plans of 
action.  Our District Mission Strategy Committee will be enlightened and strengthened by 
this work we are doing together!  We want to prayerfully encourage one another to reach new 
people, younger people, and a more diverse range of people to know Christ and the power of 
his resurrection!  (See Philippians 3:10)  
 

Let’s anticipate and pray for the light of Christ to surround and fill all the churches in our 
area, so that the light of Christ dawns and shines out of our lives and witness!  The risen 
Christ is with us; thanks be to God! 

 

    Gratefully, Gail Angel, Your D. S.  



 

 ALL EVENTS & REGISTRATION FORMS ARE ON OUR WEB PAGE               OR CALL THE DIST.  740-255-5691 

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
SPRING  DISTRICT  CONFERENCE 

GENERAL CONFERENCE    2020 
 
Please contact us if you are interested in being a 
Delegate to General/Jurisdictional Conference, 
May, 2020 in Minneapolis, MN. 
 
If you would like more information or a 
Nominee Bio Form please call or e-mail us.   
We will need names on or before April 13th 
(Spring District Conference) to present for vote.   

TARRP 
April 27, 2019 …  9:00 a.m. Town & Rural 
Resource Program (TARRP) Training   
Pleasant Grove UMC, Zanesville, Ohio 
For pastors and lay persons ... 
ENVISION—How Your Local Church Can 
Transform Your Community and the World. 
Keynote Speaker: Bishop Tracy S. Malone 
 
See flyer on web page for complete info and 
registration form.  www.eocumc.com 

Saturday, April 13 from 10:00 a.m.-- 1:00 
p.m. 

At the Mid East Career and Technology 
Center in Buffalo 

(57090 Vocational Road, Senecaville 43780) 
  

10:00 – Business Session of Spring District 
Conference, Rev. Gail Angel presiding  
 

10:30 – Keynote by Bishop Tracy S. Malone, 
Our East Ohio Conference Bishop 
 

11:45 – Break-out Groups – Choose One 
 

Volunteers In Mission - Puerto Rico 
Highlights                                           
By Jody Parrish-Polen and Nora 
Holtsclaw – good for UMW, UMM, 
youth and anyone interested in a work          
mission trip. 

 

 Rule of Christ Training  By Rev. David 
Cottrell and Pastor Nancy Parsons                                                                   
Bible Study good for all including SPR 
committee members. 

 

Accessibility Awareness Training           
By Rev. Bev Hall  Good for all 
including trustees, S S and Bible School 
teachers. 

 

Hospitality & Homosexuality-Biblical 
Starting Points  By Rev. Gail Angel, 
District Superintendent  -                    
Good for those wanting to follow-up after 
the special session of General 
Conference. 

 

12:30   – Lunch, Fellowship and Leaving for 
Home 

CAMBRIDGE 9th STREET UMC 
 
The Community Nursery School is now 
accepting registrations for the 2019/2020 school 
year. Classes are available for children 3,4, or 5 
years of age by August 1, 2019. For information 
or to obtain a registration form, please call     
740-432-2546 

Southern Hills Dist. Spring Gathering 

      May 4, 2019   10:30 a.m.—2:30 p.m. 

Hannibal UMC  
 

Friday, July 19 ‐ Sunday, July 21 ‐ Mission U 2019—
Mt. Union University, Alliance, Ohio ‐ Online 
registra on: h ps:// missionu2019.eventbrite.com 
Contacts: Dr. Maggie Jackson, Dean, 216‐857‐6262, 
mag.jackson@csuohio.edu, Dr. Martha E. Banks, 
Asst. Dean, 330‐836‐7261, banks@abackans.com  

► Friday, October 25 ‐ Saturday, October 26 ‐ 
UMW Annual Celebra on  



 

 

 SPIRITUAL DIRECTORS FELLOWSHIP 
 
                           

                          Spiritual Directors Fellowship of the 
                  UMC of the East Ohio Conference 
                  Invites You to Consider Spiritual 
Direction in Your Life. 
  Spiritual direction is the historic practice of 
sacred, one-on-one conversation that nurtures 
awareness of and response to God’s presence in 
your everyday life. As companions on the journey 
of faith, a trained spiritual director and their 
directee turn their attention toward the presence 
of God, the ultimate spiritual director of our lives. 
A spiritual director does not offer solutions to 
problems, but rather helps the directee to nurture 
spiritual practices that are most meaningful to 
them as they work toward a more balanced and 
meaningful spiritual life. Folks often meet on a 
monthly basis with their spiritual director, 
although more frequent meetings are possible. 
  During your initial contact you will set an 
appointment. The appointment time usually lasts 
an hour. People meet with a Spiritual Director for 
a specific purpose, to complete a set of spiritual 
exercises or for faith exploration. Note: this is not 
the same as clinical or pastoral counseling. There 
is usually a fee. No one is turned away due to 
lack of funds. You may use your continuing 
education or reimbursable funds for your 
contribution to this ministry. 
  In order to learn more about spiritual direction 
in East Ohio (including a listing of Certified 
Spiritual Directors), check out the East Ohio 
Pastoral Care tab on the EOC web page: 
http://www.eocumc.com/pastoralcare/spiritual-
direction.html. 
  Or, to learn more about spiritual direction in 
general, check out the web page for Spiritual 
Directors International  https://www.sdiworld.org 

 
  This will be our second year of  meeting together in this intentional 
way as a visible and tangible expression of our commitment to foster 
relationships and live into our clergy covenant of “Our Life 
Together on the Vine” (John 15:1-17) 
  All commissioned and ordained clergy are expected to be in 
attendance for the full day. Bishop Malone encourages all clergy 
under appointment to participate. 
  Register on the Conference website: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/
clergy-executive-session-2019-tickets-54364396373  

   John C. Myers 
Convocation Center 
Ashland University 
Ashland Ohio 

            Monday, May 20, 2019 
              9:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m. 

Transition Workshop 
May 18, 2019 … North Canton Grace 
(1720 Schneider St. NW, North Canton 44720) 
 

  Transitions occur when there is a change in 
pastoral leadership. Church leaders and clergy 
anticipating new full time appointments are 
expected to attend this training offered by The 
East Ohio Conference. 
 
  Churches that receive a new appointment will be 
given the Rule of Christ Training in the Fall of 
2019. 

 

EAST OHIO CONFERENCE SUMMER CAMP 
  
   One of the best ways to enhance your child’s faith 
journey is to participate in a week of East Ohio Summer 
Camp. Your child’s faith formation is our priority. Find 
out how the East Ohio Camps ministry can be a 
powerful, life-changing experience:  
http://www.eocumc.com/camps/summercamp.html  
 
  Questions, Information: Call the Conference Camping 
Office at 330-499-3972 or 800-831-3972  extension 108 
Or email the Conference Camping Office 
                 at camp@eocumc.com 
 
Southern Hills District offers Financial Aid to attend 
Camp Aldersgate, Camp Asbury or Camp Wanake for 
any camper that attends a United Methodist Church in 
our District. 
 The application is on our web page 
www.eocumc.com/southernhills 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

 
Bishop Malone’s Post General Conference Message 

(View and download video of the message at http://www.eocumc.com/eogc19/index.html) 
 
 

Dearly beloved Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

The General Conference has completed its work and by a majority vote, passed the traditional plan with 
some parts that were ruled unconstitutional. The delegates voted to refer it to the Judicial Council for 
review at their next meeting but as of now our existing Discipline language is maintained. 
 
Now, some are pleased with the outcome of the special session and some are deeply hurt and 
disappointed. My heart weeps for the brokenness experienced within the body of Christ. We could not 
find a way forward of being church that would allow for the contextual differentiation that we were all 
hoping for and a way to keep as much unity as possible. Now, we need to take the time to process what 
has happened and the implications of the decisions that are critical for how we move forward. 
 

Friends, please know, that any procedural changes that will have some effect will not take place until 
January 1, 2020. So, we have time. So, let us breathe. 
 
What I love about our beloved United Methodist Church is our beautiful diversity and our global 
connection and witness. And as a global church, what is challenging is that we have differing views of 
human sexuality and understandings of our LGBTQi brothers and sisters. 
 
But despite our differences, as a United Methodist Church we do believe that all persons are of  
sacred worth. Our doors are open to persons of all ages, races, nations, ethnicities, gender and sexual 
orientation. We are one church, one family, one in the mission of making disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world 
 
So, here’s what I am hopeful for, what I am asking of all clergy and lay: 

1. As we prepare to begin this season of Lent, let us fast and pray and ask the Holy Spirit to help us 
unite and heal our beloved United Methodist Church. Friends, this is all of our work to do. 

2. I’m asking that we be calm, stay the course, do not yield to fear, doubt, despair. God is our 
refuge, a very present help in a time of trouble 

3. Stay focused on the mission, because the mission is still yet alive. Let us keep the main thing the 
main thing, sharing the extravagant love, grace, hope and peace of Jesus Christ with all of God’s 
beloved children. 



 

 

The Need Is GREAT! 
                 
               Please begin collecting for Cleaning    
               Buckets, Personal  Dignity Kits, and  
               School Kits. 
     
Collection trucks will again be at Annual  
Conference.     
   See eocumc web site for more information on 
on contents and packing. 
   You could also make a monetary donation! 
Checks should be payable to: East Ohio 
Conference UMC, in the memo put ‘Fund 9944 
Mission Trucks’. 

SOUTHERN HILLS GATHERING -Annual  
Conference 
 
Our Clergy and Laity gathering will be on Monday 
evening 
of Annual Conference.  Post Card coming soon 

Annual Conference 2019 – June 10-13, 2019 Bearing Fruit that Lasts: 
Committed will use John 15:9-15 to highlight the joy of making a commitment to 
take up residence in God’s love and extend that love to others. 

YOUTH ANNUAL   
     CONFERENCE 
Now is the time to get 
registered for YAC.  
Beginning  
 
 

a Pre-YAC party @ 5:30 p.m. 
outside Hoover. 
Opening Rally @ 8 p.m. 
 
 
 
The weekend continues-5K 
run/walk,  fellowship, 
devotions, speakers,  music, 
learning about business 
sessions, Concert and prayer 
walk to name a few   
planned for this amazing 
weekend. 
 
 
Worship, special speaker 
Communion w/Bishop Tracy 
Malone 



 

 The mission of the United Methodist Church is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation 
of the world.  

 ARE YOU 
BEING THE HANDS AND FEET OF JESUS 
  in your communities? 
 
Do you have a program that is WORKING? 
-share that with us so other churches can hear.  
  
How much easier is it to be connectional and not 
have to reinvent the wheel? Let’s DO this and 
let’s DO this together!!! 

Southern Hills District Office 
641 Steubenville Avenue 
PO Box 340 
Cambridge OH  43725 
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