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Resolution 
 
 

                       How do you work through frustration and anger with those you love?  Where            
     do you  find the patience and grace to work toward a solution, or resolution as  
     the waiting hurts and hope grows dim.  We wait and watch for miracles, 
praying for God-sized resolutions.  As we sing “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel,” (Hymn 211 in 
the UM Hymnal with some words dating back to the 9th Century), our voices sometimes crack 
with weariness as we get to the chorus, “Rejoice!  Rejoice!” because we’re not there yet.  It’s 
this kind of waiting that God-fearing people have done for hundreds and thousands of years. 
 
Our problems, the reality of the mess we’re in, can be painfully evident at Thanksgiving, 
Christmas, and New Year’s Eve.  So many people urge drinking and other forms of escape.  But 
we wait for Jesus to save us.  We begin again to tell the story of God sending grace into a 
messed up world of people longing to “rest beside the weary road and hear the angels 
sing.”  (218 in the UM Hymnal – “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear” by Edmund H. Sears 1849 
– words from the end of verse 3) 
 
I have been hearing about and noticing conflict in churches as I’ve travelled around to meet with 
Staff/Pastor Parish Committees and Charge Conferences this fall. I’ve also witnessed powerful 
grace and faith in people working toward a resolution to issues.  My schedule has needed to 
extend into December, not everyone’s favorite time for meetings!  How profound to mingle our 
conversation about hopes, goals, and longings with the Advent searching for Christ to resolve 
our deepest needs, and the promise that Christ will return to earth to resolve all evil and reign in 
majesty.  If we feel convicted of our sins and in need of God’s grace as congregations and as a 
United Methodist Church again, it’s no reason to give up!  This is the beginning of the good 
news we tell the world about!  This is the beginning of a new church year when we tell the story 
of Jesus over again, and now we tell it more honestly when we first acknowledge that we (and 
our churches) walk in darkness and seek God’s light ourselves. 
 
The journey of the Magi must have been long and hard.  Michael W. Smith wrote more recent 
song lyrics which echo in my heart as I seek resolution: “This is how I fight my battles:  It may 
look like I’m surrounded, but I’m surrounded by You!”  Waiting for light through a long night 
is tiring, but we wait with hope and expectation for Christ to dwell in our hearts and help us 
work with others to “seek God’s kingdom so that all these things will be added” … as well 
(Matthew 6:33).  Observing Advent and celebrating Christmas once more is to remember and re-
solve our problems by inviting Christ’s real presence to be re-born in us today.  Our re-telling 
and re-discovery of Jesus as our Way, our Truth, and our Life (see John 14:6) guides us toward 
re-solution.  And as we find resolution in our own hearts and lives, we seek peace and resolution 
in the world, the fullness of Shalom for all. 
 
“O holy child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray.  Cast out our sin and enter in; be born in 

us today.”  (230 in the UM Hymnal –“O Little Town of Bethlehem” – words by Phillips Brooks, 
ca. 1868 in the beginning of the last verse).   May your hope and love be reborn in Christ and 
may we resolve to live in peace in 2019!                              

                                                           Yours in Christ,  

                 Rev. Gail Angel, District Superintendent 



 

 ALL EVENTS & REGISTRATION FORMS ARE ON OUR WEB PAGE               OR CALL THE DIST.  255-5691 

  DEADLINES 
 

  January 4, 2019…. (Church Treasurers) Shared Ministry Funds must be received at the bank in 
Cleveland to be credited to your 2018 payments. Anything later will be posted to 2019. (mail payments for 
2018 by Monday, December 31, 2018 to PO Box 76019, Cleveland 44101) 
 

   January 21, 2019 …. (Pastors) Year End Local Church Reports are due.   
                 (Treasurers)  Please begin totaling financial data for your pastor after the close of  
2018 so the Year End reports can be completed.   
Year End reports are entered into EZRA. If you need help in entering we must have your information at the 
District Office by January 16.  IF you need printed copies contact Mollie 740-255-5691 the first week of 
January. 

  SAVE THE DATE: 
   
April 13, 2019 … Saturday  Spring District Conference @ Mid East Career & Technology Center 
In Buffalo.   Featuring Bishop Tracy Malone 
 
April 27, 2019 …  Town & Rural Resource Program (TARRP) Training at Pleasant Grove UMC 
with Bishop Tracy Malone preaching. 
 
 
 
MISSION AND STRATEGY BLOCK GRANT FUNDING 
 

As you begin to prepare for new programs in 2019 remember the resource we have in the District for 
helping with funding.  
Any church can request funding to help with new programs (Seed Money), or boost your ongoing program 
to the next level.   
Contact the District Office for an application –keeping in mind  
 Who will be served?  
 What outcomes are expected?  
 How is transformation evident?  
 How does the ministry contribute to the conference vision to increase the number of vital United 

Methodist congregations and faith communities in East Ohio? 
Mission Strategy committee meets quarterly to review requests and plan for the District.  These are your 
Shared Ministry (apportionment) dollars at work from Fund 1.  
 
 
 
 
SOUTHERN HILLS DISTRICT OFFICE DECEMBER & JANUARY HOURS: 
 
The District Office will be closed  Monday, December 24—January 2, 2019 
 
D.S. @ Cabinet           Wednesday, January 2—January 4 
 
The District Office will be closed Monday, January 21, 2019—in observance of M L King Jr’s day. 
 
Compass Group Leaders are meeting with the District Superintendent at the District Office on 
Tuesday, January 8 at 2:00 p.m.             
 
 



 

 

HEALTHY CONGREGATION WORKSHOP 

Monday and Tuesday— January 7 (9 am— 4:30 pm) 

                                  &   January 8   (9 am—11:30am)         

Hosted at: Faith UMC, 300 9th St. NW, North Canton 44720  - please plan to attend both days. 

Led by Bill Blank of the Lombard Mennonite Peace Center, the Healthy Congregations Workshop uses the insights of 

family systems theory to help church leaders and all members become more effective stewards of their congregation’s 

health.  The Healthy Congregations workshop helps both leaders and all church members expand their insight into how 

churches function as emotional systems. The Healthy Congregations workshop is designed to equip leaders to respond 

to the presence or potential threat of anxiety in a congregational system in ways that prevent destructive conflict and 

help the church stay focused on its unique mission and purpose.   

       Sponsored by the EOC Office of Congregational Vitality & N Canton Faith 

      Register:  https://www/eventbrite.com/e/healthy-congregations-workshop-tickets-52501772214 

 

 

A WAY FORWARD:   

  There are resources and a local church prayer and study guide about “A Way Forward” on the Conference Website 

www.eocumc.com/gc   Please pray for our delegates going to a Special Session of General Conference February 23-

26, 2019 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Saturday — January 5  (9am—1pm) 
Dueber UMC 
645 Dueber Avenue SW, 
Canton 44706 

UNDERSTANDING POVERTY 



 

 The mission of the United Methodist Church is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation 
of the world.  

 ARE YOUR CONGREGATIONS  
BEING THE HANDS AND FEET OF JESUS 
  in your communities? 
 
Do you have a program that is WORKING? 
-share that with us so other churches can hear.  
  
How much easier is it to be connectional and not 
have to reinvent the wheel? Let’s DO this and 
let’s DO this together!!! 

Southern Hills District Office 
641 Steubenville Avenue 
PO Box 340 
Cambridge OH  43725 
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If 
you 
look 

for me 
at Christmas 

you won’t need 
a special star. 
I’m no longer 

just in Bethlehem,  
I’m right there where you are. 
You may not be aware of me 

amid the celebrations. 
You’ll have to look beyond 

the stores and all the decorations. 
But if you take a moment 

from your list of things to do 
and listen to your heart 

you’ll find I’m waiting there for you. 
You’re the one I want to be with, 

you’re the reason that I came, 
and you’ll find me in the stillness 

as I’m whispering your name 
Love,  
Jesus 


