
 

 

  Southern 

Hills District 

 

Join us on 

Facebook at 

Southern-Hills-

District-UMC 

The mission of the United Methodist Church is to make disciples of Jesus Christ 
for the transformation of the world.  

 SOUTHERN HILLS DISTRICT NEWS            February, 2019 

  Southern 

Hills 

District 

Hours 

Mon—Thurs 

9-3 

 

 

740-255-5691 

                     
  

                                                   God’s Power Made Perfect in Weakness 

             In 2 Corinthians 12:9, the (imperfect) apostle Paul tells of God’s Word coming to him                          

   until he feels he  must boast in his weakness because God’s power shines in the broken 

places.  As we approach a Special Session of General Conference February 23, where our delegates 

across the world address the brokenness in our United Methodist Church over conflicting positions on 

same sex unions and the ordination of homosexual persons, I confess that I am feeling torn.  Yet, being 

humbled has always been an oddly hopeful place for me.  It’s my first step back toward finding God’s 

grace working.  I pray we hold fast to the grace we’ve been shown, and that we seek to practice.  We 

can help one another resist temptations to flee in fear or in a rush to judgment.  May we listen and 

abound in steadfast love as God does.  May we find peace as we know who is God of all.  Then our next 

actions in the future can be shaped by our common faith and the power of prayer. 

In my first year as a pastor in the East Ohio Conference in 1987, Bishop James Thomas called the 
whole Conference to a Bible Study about “Covenant.”  He shared some of his story of serving in a 
flawed, divided denomination when a Central Conference for Black pastors and Methodist Churches 
was separate from the Anglo Methodist Churches, until 1968 when we became the United Methodist 
Church.  Due to his baptismal and ordination covenants, he remained in the church through that time of 
division and then reunification.  His witness calls me to plan to stand with the United Methodist Church, 
even with those in it who don’t see things as I do.  I plan to continue serving in a denomination whose 
unity is fragile and exposed to public scrutiny, regardless of the decisions made in February.  

One of the lovely places I visited in Liberia 3 years ago was a United Methodist school yard in 
Buchanan.  A leader there could not walk but used a hand powered scooter as he led us on a tour.  He 
described how this had been a place of refuge for the community during violent days of Civil War 
around 1998.  Families gathered in that walled school yard, as persons guarded the entry points, while 
militia groups threatened homes and families running through their neighborhoods.  We were getting to 
know a young leader named Sam Quarshie who lost all his family except his mother and brother in the 
violence of that Civil War, and whose education in that school yard was made possible by United 
Methodist scholarship support.  He is now School Board president of another United Methodist School 
we toured in a slum area of Monrovia.  Out of our church’s generosity shared with Sam, his torn life was 
made whole and strong in the broken places nearby, as he was giving himself in service. 

I suffered from a torn cornea in one eye while serving as District Superintendent.  It has caused 
me to take time to be still, pray and find medical support with the help of Christian friends.  It has also 
felt like a signpost of how I’ve seen broken pastors and churches and felt personally torn as we’ve 
sought God’s grace to lead during hard times.  I travelled to Liberia within two months of my first 
episode of a torn cornea, but had no trouble seeing the joy and beauty of the United Methodists 
there.  God’s grace covered the weak place in my eye and overcame any fears I had of travelling there 
and back. If people see the United Methodist Church is conflicted and imperfect, they can also notice 
how God’s grace among us abounds.  It is made more perfect and evident in our human 
weakness.  There is no clearer sign of God’s power than to see it made more perfect in a weak and 
vulnerable human life, or community.  I pray that our church can be a sign and witness to the strength 
of Christian community, mightier than our individual preferences and differences. 

 
                                                         Gratefully, Gail Angel, Your D.S. 
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The following names were listed on your charge conference paper 
work as persons willing to be lay delegates to 2020 Annual Conference. We will vote at district 
conference to determine who will represent our District. 
Sharon Bean; Heather Coen; Joyce Coffey; Mollie Gerlach; Sheila Harmon; Dave Lynch; Yvonne 
Matus; Betty Parry; Fran Peters; Ken Phillips; David St.Clair; Pam Thompson; Christina Ward; 
Susan Ward; Carol Willey.  
Please let me know if I have missed anyone. If you or someone you know is interested we will also 
take names from the floor at district conference. 
 
 
LEADERSHIP NEEDED: 
 

             DISTRICT 
Do you have an interest in being part of the 
leadership of your Southern Hills District?  
None of our committees meet more than 2  
to 3 times per year other than Mission Strategy.  
Please call or send an email if you are interested,     
we’d love to have you. 
 
 

  

SPRING  DISTRICT  CONFERENCE 

 
Saturday …   April 13, 2019 
 
    @ Mid East Career & Technology Center 
  Buffalo, Ohio 
 
 Featuring Bishop Tracy Malone     

Reminder 
Your Annual Audit is due to 
the district office by  
        March 25. 
 
Forms are on EOC web 
page, or contact this office 

  
 GENERAL CONFERENCE 
   2020 
At this time we have no nominees for Lay  
Delegates to General/Jurisdictional Conference, 
May, 2020. 
If you are interested and would like more 
information or a Nominee Bio Form please 
contact us.   
We will need names on or before April 13th 
(Spring District Conference) to present for vote.   

TARRP 
April 27, 2019 …  Town & Rural Resource 
Program (TARRP) Training   
Pleasant Grove UMC, Zanesville, Ohio 
with Bishop Tracy Malone preaching. 

                  Southern Hills District 
 

                 Lay Servant Training 
 

           April 6, 2019 
 

              8:30 a.m.—5:30 p.m. 
 

@ Caldwell UMC 
(537 Main St.-Caldwell UMC) 

 
Registration form is on our web page or you  
may contact the District Office for a form. 

 
You must register by March 23 so your book 

can be mailed to you before the training. 
 
 
  



 

 

2019 Mission Area On-Board Meetings for Southern Hills District 

Goal: Each Area will gather pastors and key laity in Mission, Evangelism or Outreach 3-4 times a year after 

these initial meetings to understand mission work happening among churches there and start to plan a 3 year 

Vision for outreach by May 2019.  (Compass Group gatherings 3 times a year with pastoral leaders for goal 

setting and support can continue, as well as Cohorts.) 

Meet Sunday, February 10 from 3:00-5:30 p.m. at Caldwell UMC with Pastors & Missional Laity:  

Mission Area 1:  McConnelsville/Beverly/Lowell area – Lower Rt. 60 corridor 

 Beverly, Lowell/Smith’s Chapel, McConnelsville Grace/McKendree/Pisgah, Trinity, Ebenezer, 

Lower Salem/Pleasant Hill, Lebanon/Bloomfield 

Mission Area 2:  Caldwell to Newport area – Lower 77 to Rt. 7 corridor 

 Caldwell, Sandhill/Newport, Stafford/Mt. Ephraim, Hills, Macksburg/Mary Reed, Ava, Bells, 

Sarahsville/East Union/Ragan’s Chapel, Reinersville/Dungannon/Keith 

Meet Sunday, February 24 from 3:00-5:30 p.m. at New Concord UMC with Pastors & Missional Laity: 

Mission Area 3:  Duncan Falls to New Concord area – Muskingum County region 

 New Concord, Pleasant Grove/Chandlersville, Cumberland/Hiramsburg/Claysville, 

Norwich/Salem/Sonora, Duncan Falls/Ruraldale/Gaysport 

Mission Area 4:  Cambridge area – Upper 77 corridor 

 Christ, First, Faith, Kennonsburg, Center, Byesville Main Ave, Beckett/Pleasant City, 

Bethlehem/Derwent/Belle Valley 

Meet Saturday, March 16 - 10am - 12:30 p.m. at Old Washington UMC with Pastors & Missional Laity: 

Mission Area 5:  Koinonia Team and Londonderry area 

 Senecaville/Cambridge: Ninth St, Old Washington/Lore City/Chalfant’s Chapel, Fairview, 

Salesville, Quaker City/Middlebourne, Antrim/Winterset, Londonderry 

Meet Saturday, March 16 – 2:00-4:30 p.m. at Epworth Center with Pastors & Missional Laity: 

Mission Area 6:  Belmont & Woodsfield region – aka Epworth Center Area 

 Barnesville First/Batesville, Barnesville Main/Pleasant Ridge, Bethesda, Morristown, Epworth 

Center w/ Real Life Community of Faith, Belmont/Lloydsville, Graysville, Jerusalem/Somerton 

 Woodsfield, Hannibal/Clarington, Chapel Hill, Greenbrier/Lewisville/Moffet-Fletcher, Long 

Reach: New Matamoras, Sardis, Mt. Olive, Salem Hall, Armstrong Mills/Jacobsburg 

East Ohio Conference Vision:  

 Being disciples, making disciples, and maturing disciples  

 Being God’s agents of transformation in our communities and throughout the world 

 Being bold and courageous leaders in reaching new, younger and more diverse people  



 

 

 
Main campus of  
Ashland University, 
Ashland Ohio  

Monday, May 20, 2019  
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.  
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East Ohio Camps and Retreat Ministries offer something for 
everyone – children, youth, adults and families – and can 
provide accommodations year-round for a small intimate 
setting or a large group gathering.    

Whether it be fun in the sun at Summer Camp or cozying up to the lodge fire while on 
retreat, East Ohio Camps and Retreat Ministries offer you the opportunity to listen for 
God’s whisper among the towering timbers and refreshing waters of our three unique camp 
sites. 

Camp Aldersgate, Camp Asbury, and Camp Wanake each offer Summer 
Camps and year-round retreat facilities.  Participants have incredible experiences while 
they make new friends, try new things, learn about God, learn about themselves, and then 
take it all home.  

Our goal is to provide comfortable settings and quality programs through which people can 
experience Christ’s love for them and all creation, and have the opportunity to share that 
love with others.   

We invite you to explore God’s greatest gift – “the Wonder of Nature” – with memorable 
camping and retreat experiences in East Ohio.  

Contact the district office for campership help and registration/scholarship information. 

 

 This workshop with Jason Moore will be a great opportunity to learn new ways to approach worship in your churches   

SESSIONS WILL BE: 
 
Session 1—Culture  
In this session, learn how to engage our culture through metaphor story, 
experience, and participation. 
 
Session 2—Art 
In this session, you will learn seven time-tested principles for design and 
more. 
 
Session 3—Team 
In this session, learn who should be on your team, and how to collaborate 
with them through an intentional process. 
 
Session 4—Technology 
In this session, learn how to keep the bar high once raised and what 
technology is needed to create what you dream. 

REGISTER:  cgould@eocumc.com    330-499-3972 ext. 121 

http://www.campaldersgate.org/
http://www.campasbury.org/
http://www.campwanake.org/
http://www.eocumc.com/camps/summercamp.html
http://www.eocumc.com/camps/summercamp.html


 

 

Moving Forward in Mission …  

Bishop Tracy S. Malone                                                                       January 17, 2019  

Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ,  

This new year is filled with new and fresh opportunities to share the im-measurable 
and gratuitous love of God in a fractured, hurting Church and world. In this season of 
Epiphany, I am reminded of the biblical story of the three magi who sojourned 
together with humility and courage to an un-known place in search for Christ, so 
they could worship him. They came bringing their best gifts as an offering to honor 
Christ – and an unwavering trust in the promise that Jesus Christ is God’s gift of love, 
light, hope and salvation for the world.  

 As the people called United Methodist, like the magi, we have been sojourning together, engaging in prayer, 
going deeper in dialogue, and exploring new possibilities of how to strengthen and maintain the unity and 
mission of the Church and maximize our witness in the world. We have dared to go into unfamiliar places and 
consider unknown paths, with humility and courage, in search of God’s wisdom and revelation in fulfilling God’s 
mission … our mission, To Make Disciples of Jesus Christ for the Transformation of the World.  
 
And like the magi, as we prepare for the Special Session of General Conference and the days after, may we be 
committed to bring our best gifts … a praying spirit, a humble spirit, and a steadfast spirit … as an offering to 
honor Christ and the Church. May we have an unwavering trust in the power of the Holy Spirit to help us 
discover the gift of God’s grace to help us do what we are incapable of doing, to see what we cannot see, to hope 
where there is no hope, and to honor the Christ in each other!  
 
Our journey continues after the February 23-26 Special Session of General Conference as we move forward with 
the mission of making disciples!  
 
My office will provide a prayer that I am asking to be shared in every congregation during worship on Sunday, 
March 3. This prayer will be available the week of February 25.  
 
I am calling all lay and clergy of East Ohio to attend one of the following informational gatherings led by me and 
members of the General Conference delegation. Specific locations will be announced soon. 
  
• Saturday, March 9 10:00 – 11:30 a.m. Newcomerstown Christ UMC  
• Saturday, March 9 2:00 – 3:30 p.m. Central Region of the Conference  
• Sunday, March 10 4:00 – 5:30 p.m. Northern Region of the Conference  
 
We will present the facts of what happened at the Special Session (what decisions were made) and I will share 
how we move forward – what comes next – as we live into the mission of the Church which is, and will be, still 
yet alive!  
 
I ask you to join me in prayer for the mission of our beloved Church and our way forward together. We know that 
through Christ all things are possible! I offer this prayer of Jesus as a word of hope and bless-ing!  
 
“I pray they will be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. I pray that they also will be in us, so that 
the world will believe that you sent me. I’ve given them the glory that you gave me so that they can be one just 
as we are one. I’m in them and you are in me so that they will be made perfectly one. Then the world will know 
that you sent me and that you have loved them just as you loved me.” John 17:21-23  
 



 

 The mission of the United Methodist Church is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation 
of the world.  

 ARE YOU 
BEING THE HANDS AND FEET OF JESUS 
  in your communities? 
 
Do you have a program that is WORKING? 
-share that with us so other churches can hear.  
  
How much easier is it to be connectional and not 
have to reinvent the wheel? Let’s DO this and 
let’s DO this together!!! 

Southern Hills District Office 
641 Steubenville Avenue 
PO Box 340 
Cambridge OH  43725 
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  Thank you Pastors for the 
generous Christmas gift. 
What a sweet surprise—I 
am blessed.  Mollie 


