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                                Stumbling toward Holy Living 

 
“Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with 

compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. Bear with each other and forgive one 
another if any of you has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave 
you.”  (Colossians 3:12-13, NIV) 

 
In his book, The Road to Character, David Brooks encourages readers like me to build 

deeper character, what the Bible calls “holy” living, and what John Wesley emphasized in 
teaching about sanctification.  Rev. Clayton Coffey loaned this book to me after I told him I 
liked hearing David Brooks speak at a Continuing Education event.  I recently heard a sermon 
from Roger Morrow about Holy Living which went along with this character-building focus 
which the Holy Spirit has led me to consider lately. 

Consider Brooks’ words from The Road to Character (New York: Random House, 2015, 
pp. 268-269)  “We are all stumblers, and the beauty and meaning of life are in the stumbling---in 
recognizing the stumbling and trying to become more graceful as the years go by… the stumbler 
faces her imperfect nature, her mistakes and weaknesses, with unvarnished honesty … She is 
sometimes ashamed of the perversities in her nature ---the selfishness, the self-deceit, the 
occasional desire to put lower loves above higher ones.  But humility offers self-
understanding…  The stumbler is made whole by this struggle.  Each weakness becomes a 
campaign that organizes and gives meaning to life and makes you a better person.  We lean on 
each other as we struggle against sin.  We depend upon each other for the forgiveness of sin.  
The stumbler has an outstretched arm, ready to receive and offer care.” 
 Our United Methodist Church, and each congregation in it, may seem to be stumbling at 
times, but are seeking to be “made whole by this struggle” with life.  Our path toward 
sanctification as individuals and as a group is not smooth.  The news media has reported one of 
many plans to be considered at General Conference as though it has already become church law.  
Only the General Conference speaks for our denomination and we can help one another check 
church news and helpful resources on our East Ohio Conference website: www.eocumc.com   

Noticing we are on a bumpy road in a time of transition leads me to look at myself and 
others with honest humility and to lean more deeply on God’s everlasting arms of mercy.  That’s 
how I want to approach conversations about how we wait faithfully to see whether our General 
Conference in 2020 will be a turning point heralding new changes.  Our democratic process of 
electing delegates, with equal numbers of lay and clergy, to make decisions about our Church 
every 4 years always calls us to prayer and patience.  We are standing in the need of forgiveness 
again as we stumble toward God’s call for our lives together.  I want to prepare my own heart 
for possible changes ahead.  If I stumble or others stumble, we might still be learning and 
growing more holy in this process, by the grace of God. 

 
                                                           Gratefully seeking more Grace each day, 
  

                                       Rev. Gail Angel, District Superintendent 

 
   

http://www.eocumc.com


 

 ALL EVENTS & REGISTRATION FORMS ARE ON OUR WEB PAGE               OR CALL THE DIST.  255-5691 

Reverend Gail Angel to be Reappointed 
 

   As of the end of June 2020, District Superintendent 
Reverend Gail Angel will complete the normal six-year 
term as our district superintendent. During the months of 
November and December 2019 the district 
superintendency committee met and had an extended 
representation of folks from around the district gather for 
comment and input regarding consultation with our 
Bishop on our current District Superintendent.  During 
those meetings, comments made it clear that another year 
with Reverend Gail would be advantageous to our district. 
Thank you to those who are members of the committee 
and those others who responded to our invitation and 
participated in the meetings. 
   Near the end of December 2019, Bishop Tracy Malone, 
resident bishop of the East Ohio Conference called me to 
tell me that she was going to re-appoint Reverend Gail 
Angel as the Southern Hills District Superintendent for the 
period July 1, 2020 thru June 30, 2021. District 
Superintendents are allowed to be re-appointed by 
decision of the Bishop, to a seventh year and even an 
eighth year, but that is all they are allowed by the Book of 
Discipline. 
   Let us join in continued prayer for our district 
superintendent and be thankful for this additional time of 
her leadership and service to the Southern Hills District. 
                                          In God’s Grace 
                                          Roger Morrow 
                                         Chairperson  

                Southern Hills Superintendency Committee 

 
Church Audits Due MARCH 27, 2020 
                           
                                                    Please Send your audit to the District Office,  PO Box 340,          
                                                                                                   Cambridge OH 43725 
 
2019 Church Audits—You can find the Audit Report on the eocumc.com web page. A) About Us….B) Districts/Churches ….C) 
Southern Hills….D) Forms…. (Church Forms)  3/4’s down the page you will see listed -Audit Report         

     Save the Date . .        Southern Hills   

        SPRING DISTRICT CONFERENCE 
 

 Saturday, March 21, 2020 
                 9:00 a.m.registration                

Business meeting will begin @ 9:30 a.m. 
Mid-East Career & Tech Center

(BuffaloCampus) 
         57090 Vocational Rd, Senecaville 43780 
 
  Key Note Speaker: 
                      Rev. Benita Rollins 
Tuscarawas District Superintendent                                        
    
(you will be receiving information on break out 
  sessions soon) 

 

   I would like to thank everyone for 
the Monetary gift, gift cards and cards/
notes I received at Christmas. 
   It was very special to be thought of! 
                                   Mollie 

Your Thoughtfulness Was So Appreciated  
      PLEASE CHECK US OUT ON FACEBOOK 

 

       SOUTHERN HILLS DISTRICT UMC 
 

  We can advertise your church events, dinners, etc. A good way 
  to stay connected. 

 

 

In Appreciation—Appointment News for Southern Hills District: 
 

Richard Cox—concluded ministry at Morristown  12/31/2019 
Steve Rice— appointed to Vienna & Fowler UMCs in Mahoning Valley District  2/1/2020 
Beverly Hall—retiring to N.C. home   7/1/2020 
 
Coming into the District: 
Jeffrey Coggins—appointed to Caldwell UMC   7/1/2020 

 

Listed here are the names of persons nominated at the 2019 
Charge Conferences to be nominees for District Delegate at  
Large to the 2020 Annual Conference.  These persons will be 
voted on at our March 21 Spring District Conference. 
Bethlehem:  Sharon Bean         New Concord:  Heather Coen 
Caldwell:     Jody P-Polen                                  Mollie Gerlach 
Camb. First: Dave Lynch         PleasantGrove: Carol Willey 
Jerusalem:    Christina Ward    Ragan’s Chap:  Sheila Harmon 
Koinonia:     Joyce Coffey 
                     Betty Parry 
 

If you have other nominees, please contact the district office 
immediately. 



 

 

A Statement from Bishop Malone 

We have an opportunity to assist in the education of female students at 
Africa University, a Pan-African United Methodist institution. Increasing 
enrollment at AU and a lack of on-campus housing means that some 
students commute from remote areas and find affordable off-campus 
housing, putting them at high risk for living in and being subjected to 
untenable situations. 

My vision is for East Ohio to build an on-campus women’s dorm that will 
provide a safe, secure environment and a community of support, so that 
female AU students will be able to focus on education without risking 
their very lives. 

Donate:  By Mail make checks payable to “East Ohio Conference” &  write  “Teach • Reach • Bless" on the memo line.              
Mail to—East Ohio Conference, P.O. Box 76019, Cleveland, OH 44101-4755 
Through your church make check payable to your church and write “Teach • Reach • Bless" on the memo line. Your treasurer will 
send the monies to the Conference lockbox and include the church remittance under Fund 9915. 

Annual Conference will relocate in 2021 to the 
John S. Knight Center in Akron 

Annual Conference will relocate in 2021 to the John S. 
Knight Center in Akron for these missional reasons: costs 

for members to attend, the travel distance to Lakeside 
Chautauqua, housing concerns, accessibility, and limited 

breakout space. 
For more information, visit the East Ohio Conference 

website:  www.eocumc.com 

  REGISTER:    by February 14  

https://southernhillspovertysimulation.eventbrite.com 

All Community 
included:  
Agencies and 

SAT.   FEB. 22 
9:00 a.m.—    
1:30 p.m. 

 
OPEN TO 

    EVERYONE! 

s I m u l a t I o n   &  d I s c u s s I o n  

Understanding Poverty is an interactive 
experience that helps participants begin to 
understand what it might be like to live in a 
typical low-income family trying to survive from 

month to month. It is a simulation, not a game. 

Please join us as we view poverty from the 

standpoint of the impoverished  
 
A light lunch is provided with the general 
admission registration $5. A Multicultural Vitality Event 

Of the East Ohio Conference 
Of the United Methodist Church 

@ CAMBRIDGE HIGH SCHOOL 
     1401 Deerpath Drive 
     Cambridge OH 43725 

Presented by the 
East Ohio Conference of  
The United Methodist Church  
In Partnership with: 
Southern Hills District 
Board of Church and Society 
Bridges Out of Poverty 
Commission on Religion and Race 
Cambridge United Way 
Thrivent Financial 

 



 

 The mission of the United Methodist Church is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation 
of the world.  

 ARE YOUR CONGREGATIONS  
BEING THE HANDS AND FEET OF JESUS 
  in your communities? 
 
Do you have a program that is WORKING? 
-share that with us so other churches can hear.  
  
How much easier is it to be connectional and not 
have to reinvent the wheel? Let’s DO this and 
let’s DO this together!!! 

Southern Hills District Office 
641 Steubenville Avenue 
PO Box 340 
Cambridge OH  43725 
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   Lay Servant Training 
 

 
   Saturday,  April 18, 2020 

   8:00 a.m.—5:30 p.m. 
Woodsfield UMC 

 

136 North Main Street 
Woodsfield, OH 43793 

 
Courses being offered: 

Basic Course 
Introduces the basics of ministry & leadership in the Wesleyan tradition. 

 
Living Our Beliefs: The United Methodist Way 

Heritage Course Requirement 
 
 

For more information or registration form contact: 
District Office  740-255-5691 

  
 

  


