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        A Publication of Three Rivers District Union of The United Methodist Church 
 

 
    RESOLUTION OR RE-SOLUTION? 

       Rev. Ed Fashbaugh, Three Rivers District Superintendent 
 

We are just two weeks into the New Year!  How is your New Year’s resolution(s) working for 
you?  Are you STILL resolved?  I hope so!!   At least once a year we are given opportunity for 
honest self-awareness; to reflect on what needs to change to improve our quality of life.    
 

So, how is it going with your resolutions?  Common resolutions center on the following:  desire to exercise 
more; eat healthier; lose weight; eliminate debt; spend more time with loved ones; tend to your spirit with 
renewed commitment for daily Bible readings and prayer.  Whatever your resolution(s) how is it going?  
 

The New Year provides us an opportunity to get a fresh start, but rather than thinking about “resolutions” 
perhaps we should consider “re-solutions" towards an improved life.  We all have challenging issues, but our 
past solutions haven’t always worked because we still have the same problems.   We are truly living examples 
of Einstein’s definition of insanity, “Doing the same thing over and over again and expecting different results.”  
 

We may know our fitness, health, finances, or spiritual growth is not where it needs to be, but we keep doing 
the things that continually diminish our fitness, health, finances and spiritual growth!  We need a re-solution. 
Don’t get discouraged if you are struggling with your resolution, but do work for a re-solution that is 
sustainable.  Identify a re-solution where you daily call on God to empower you to stay the course.  Maybe 
then, this re-solution will lead you to stop the “insanity” and experience a result you never thought possible!  
 

What is true for our individual lives is also true for us as a community of faith, the Body of Christ, the church.  
Many challenges are facing the church; challenges that have long been with us.  There is no doubt that the 
church is highly effective in displaying Einstein’s definition of insanity.  Often the church does the same thing 
over and over because we may not know how to do it any other way.  At New Year’s we can make resolutions 
toward a stronger quality of life in the Body of Christ; or we can seek the Holy Spirit to give us re-solutions. 
 

The Three Rivers Leadership Team is here to help move us beyond resolutions to re-solutions.  On February 1, 
the Three Rivers District is hosting Out of the Box.  This event is designed to provide re-solutions that will help 
churches experience stronger vitality as they move into 2020.  I invite you to read the course descriptions in 
the enclosed flier, and pray how God may be leading you to discover a re-solution for your church.  I am 
excited that Rev. Kelly Brown will be the plenary presenter sharing a new way of “doing church” that is gaining 
momentum throughout the country.  This will be one example of a re-solution with a proven record of impact.  
There will be eight breakout sessions examining re-solutions to strengthen our vitality.  I am also excited at the 
opportunity for our district to come together for worship, prayer and fellowship.  
 

The Three Rivers District Vitality event is the ONE annual collective experience provided to empower our 
churches for vital ministry; therefore, I am expecting that the Three Rivers District clergy will support this 
event by attending and bringing a lay member(s).   See you February 1, 2020 for a day of RE-Solutions!!  

http://www.eocumc.com/threerivers/
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2020 Three Rivers District Vitality Event 

 
 

Saturday, February 1, 2020    (9 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.) 
Millersburg UMC 

5395 Township Rd 336, Millersburg 43654 

Keynote Speaker:  Rev. Kelly Brown 
The plenary will focus on the vision for Catalyst Faith Communities as a way to create change 

by breaking down barriers through an authentic witness of Christian community.  These  
new expressions of Christian community are established where people already gather. 

 
 
    

      
    

NEW:  "AFTER EVENT" PANEL DISCUSSION:  Following closing worship you are invited 
to stay for a discussion with the DS and other breakout leaders:  ask questions,  

talk about what you've learned, and plan next steps for your church. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Registration Form for 2020 TR Vitality Event 
(Please fill out one form per person) 

 
Name: ________________________________________ Church: __________________________________ 
 

Address: ______________________________________  Phone: __________________________________ 
 

E-mail: ________________________________________ 

 

Choose 2 Breakout Sessions and an Alternate Choice.* (Some classes are limited to available space.) 
Refer to the NUMBER listed with the descriptions on the next page and place below. 

 
 SATURDAY     A. _______     B. _______     ALT*_______     

I will attend the After-Event Q & A time with Rev. Ed and others:     Yes     /     No         Circle One 
 

REGISTRATION DEADLINE:  Monday, January 27, 2020   ONLINE Registration www.eocumc.com/threerivers 
 

Mail registration & money to:  Three Rivers District, 415 Walnut Street, Coshocton, OH 43812  
    with memo:   Vitality Event   
 

Cost:  $5 per person with a $20 per church team cap  
 
Select One:    ___ Payment is enclosed   ____ Will pay at the door    ____ My church is paying for me/our group 

 

OUT OF THE BOX: 
Vitality begins when we step out 

to where the people are. 
Empower your church with 
tips and tools to help them 

emerge from the building and 
engage the world. 

 

   Schedule:     8:30    Registration    11:10   Breakout # 2 
                                                  9:00    Opening Address             12:00   Transition 
                                                10:00    Transition                                 12:10   Closing 
                                                10:10    Breakout # 1                            12:30   Transition 
                                                11:00    Transition                                 12:40   “After-event” Q & A 
         
       

     
 
                          

                                                                        
                                                  

https://www.eocumc.com/threerivers/events-district.html
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Which Sessions Will Help You Break … 
  

1.  OUT OF THE BOX …AS A CATALYST FAITH COMMUNITY  
(Rev. Kelly Brown, East Ohio Conference Director of Church Vitality) 
In this session Kelly will expand on the concepts of his keynote address about developing out of 
the box ways to fulfill our mission to make disciples and transform the world as we explore ways 
to connect into the community and gather people together. 

 

2. OUT OF THE BOX … IN YOUR FAITH SHARING  
(Rev. Ed Fashbaugh, Three Rivers Superintendent)  
Rediscover how to communicate our faith in Jesus naturally, joyfully and confidently.  This 
workshop examines a simple, yet, out of the box approach that will empower us to follow Jesus’ 
command to be his witnesses.  
 

3.  OUT OF THE BOX … TO DEVELOP DISCIPLES OF JESUS  
(Rev. Paula Koch, Millersburg UMC) 
 In this session we will talk about how we can help others grow as disciples of Jesus while 
continuing to grow ourselves. Growing as a disciple may mean thinking out of the box as we use 
the spiritual disciplines and connect with others.  Disciples can make disciples. 

 

4.  OUT OF THE BOX …BY USING SOCIAL MEDIA (Pastor Jason Snyder, Utica UMC) 
Social media is here to stay. Some churches have done well to embrace and utilize it.  Others are 
hesitant or not seeing desired results because they are using it poorly. If you’re ready to think 
out of the box to reach your congregation and new people for Jesus, then plan to join us. 
 

5.  OUT OF THE BOX … WITH CHURCH ADMINISTRATION 
(Rev. Tim McCollum, Coshocton Grace UMC)  
What if you organize church leadership that minimized the management and maximized the 
ministry?  Recognizing that the church's most limited resource is members’ gift of time, this 
workshop will explain an emerging, effective, approach to out of the box church governance.  

 

6.  OUT OF THE BOX … TO RELATE TO YOUNG PEOPLE 
(Chasity Opphile, Three Rivers Youth Director) 
Connection is the key to ministry, especially when relating to the next generation. This 
workshop will give us out of the box tips on how to reach young people (youth and young 
adults) through relationship building. 
 

7. OUT OF THE BOX … AND LIVE BY THE RULE OF CHRIST  
(Pastor John Idoine, Danville UMC) 
 You will be introduced to an out of the box, BIBLICAL way for helping clergy and laity for building 
a healthy approach to doing ministry together.  By applying the teachings of Jesus from Matthew 
18, we can diminish the impact of gossip, bickering and conflict within the Body of Christ.  

 

8.  OUT OF THE BOX … AND SAY … THE CHURCH HAS LEFT THE BUILDING 
(Pastor Kyle Tennant, Regeneration and Grace UMC) 
Explore how to step out of the box with practical tools that help us think about getting out of our 
building, and reaching new people with the freedom and forgiveness that Jesus gives. The good 
news is that we're not alone—God goes before us and is ready to help us along the way. 
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CHURCH PARKING TAX REPEALED 
Section 512(a)(7) of the Internal Revenue Code, commonly referred to as the “parking tax,” was repealed on 
December 20, retroactive to the date of its enactment (January 1, 2018).  As a result, tax-exempt employers 
(such as our churches) will no longer have to increase their unrelated business taxable income (UBTI) by 
amounts paid or incurred for providing parking and public transportation benefits to their employees.  If any 
church filed a Form 990-T to report the unrelated business taxable income and pay the tax related to providing 
parking and/or public transportation benefits, the church is encouraged to consult its tax advisor to see if the 
church should file an amended Form 990-T and to see if a State tax refund might be available as well. 

 
OHIO YOUTH ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2020 
Attention youth leaders: Registration for Ohio Youth Annual Conference 
(YAC) 2020 is now open. The first 250 people to register will receive a 
FREE light-up bracelet. Register now for the lowest rates. 
Learn more and register. 

 
EAST OHIO SUMMER CAMP REGISTRATION IS OPEN 
Church camp builds self-esteem!  You kids will experience faith, responsibility, and cooperation as part of a 
caring community.  In a world where it is hard to be a kid, and it is hard to be a parent, let East Ohio Camps be 
your partner in faith and the development of your child.  A variety of events to choose from: Sports! Drama! 
Water! Horses! Great places! Great experiences! All with trained, caring staff. Contact your local church or 
East Ohio Conference Camps at 330-499-3972 x108, or visit us at www.EOCSummercamps.org. 
 

JANUARY 2020 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 
 

2 
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8 
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11 

 

12 
 

13 
 

14 15 16 
 

17 
 

18 
 

19 

 

20   Office  
        Closed 
         MLK Day  

21  
  Church(EZRA) 

Year-end 
Reports Due 

22 
 

23 
TR dCOM 
interviews 

24 
 

25 

26 
 

27    
 

28 
 

29 

 
30 

 
31 

 

 
 CABINET  

https://www.eocumc.com/yac/index.html
https://www.eocumc.com/camps/summercamp.html
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FEBRUARY 2020 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Annual Conference 2020  
Bearing Fruit that Lasts: Connected is June 15-18 at Lakeside Chautauqua.  
Registration will open on March 1 when the AC 2020 website goes live. 
**************** 
THINK LIKE A FISH event. Feb 8 from 9:30a- 4:00p at University of Mount Union (Alliance) 
 “It is important for leaders of churches to begin to see their churches as outsiders see them, much like 
fish in a sea,” Dr. Vigil Woods seminar info and registration or contact district office   

1 
Out of  

the Box 
District Event 

See pg 2-3 

2 
 

3 4 
 

5 

 
6 

 

7 

 
8 
THINK LIKE 

A FISH  
view flyer 

 

9 
 

10 
 

11 12 13 
 

14 

 
Happy 

Valentines 

15 
 

16 

 
17 
 

18 19 
 

20 
 

21 
 

22 

23 
 

24 
 

25 
 

26 

Ash 
Wednesday 

27 
10 AM  

Mission & 
Ministry Mtg 

28 
 

29 

 

 
 

 

CABINET  

https://www.eocumc.com/ac/index.html
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/think-like-a-fish-workshop-tickets-83231939973
https://www.eocumc.com/cong-vitality/_pdf/ThinkLikeaFishFlyer.pdf
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A diverse group of United Methodist leadership has offered a proposal, 
the Protocol of Reconciliation & Grace Through Separation, that would 
maintain the structure of The United Methodist Church while allowing 
traditionalist-minded congregations to form a new denomination.  The 
separating group would get $25 million in United Methodist funds and keep 
their local church properties.   The agreement is expected to be made into a 
formal resolution and presented along with other proposals for consideration 
at General Conference 2020 … and Know that I am God to be held May 5-15 in 
Minneapolis, Minnesota.  East Ohio Conference Communications will post all 
proposed legislation here in February when they are published. 

The General Conference is the only body of The United Methodist Church that can set official policy and speak 
for the denomination.  During General Conference, delegates discuss and vote on petitions and resolutions 
proposed by individuals, agencies, annual conferences, and other groups within the denomination.  These 
actions could result in a revision of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church, The Book of 
Resolutions of The United Methodist Church, as well as the denomination’s policies on current social issues. 

You can read the full January 3, 2020 press release from the United Methodist Council of Bishops here. 

Please read Bishop Tracy S. Malone’s pastoral letter of encouragement here or contact the office for a copy. 
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mailto:3riversdist@sbcglobal.net
https://www.unitedmethodistbishops.org/files/websites/www/pdfs/signed+umc+mediation+protocoal+statement+-2020.pdf
https://www.eocumc.com/gc/index.html
https://eocumcnews.com/2020/01/03/united-methodist-traditionalists-centrists-progressives-bishops-sign-agreement-aimed-at-separation/
https://www.eocumc.com/bishop/pastoralletter010320.html
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