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“We are known as the school of dreams in the valley of hope.” 

James Sally, Associate Vice-Chancellor Africa University 
 

Teach • Reach • Bless 
East Ohio campaign to provide safe and secure housing for women students of AU 

 
Africa University (AU) began in 1992 with 42 students gathered for instruction in renovated farm buildings.  
Nearly 30 years later the numbers of have grown phenomenally!  Today there are 2,182 full-time and 689 
part-time students representing 35 African nations on a campus of 36 buildings!  Since AU first opened there 
have been over 7,000 graduates, and of these 92% have remained in Africa making a difference in their 
communities.  From it’s very beginning The United Methodist Church in general, and the East Ohio Conference 
in particular, has been a partner in AU’s mission to transform lives and transform Africa. Our East Ohio 
Conference funded the building of AU’s first two three-story dormitories.  In addition, East Ohio has the most 
endowed scholarships of any annual conference in ALL of Methodism!  
 

But what if… 
Attending the “school of dreams” became a nightmare?  The “valley of hope” became the valley of fear?  
 

For many women attending Africa University this is not a “what if” scenario, rather it is their daily reality.  
Many strong and courageous women of Africa University face terrible challenges in order to attend the school 
of dreams.  These challenges are due to a shortage of dormitory space for women as university housing has 
been unable to keep up with the explosive growth of student enrollment.   In order to attend AU many women 
are forced to live off campus. This is not like living off campus in America.  Living off campus in Africa means 
that women have to walk great distances to and from classes making them targets for human trafficking, 
prostitution, and theft.  Facing these daily risks, they courageously continue stepping out in faith.  
 

In 2019, during a visit to AU, Bishop Tracy Malone’s heart 
was moved by the stories and experiences of women who 
had risked and sacrificed so much to receive a degree in 
higher education.  Prayerfully inspired, Bishop Malone 
envisioned how East Ohio could respond to this critical 
situation.  Through her prayers the Teach • Reach • Bless 
campaign was born.  A campaign to partner once again 
with AU to build a new dormitory for the needs of women!   
When complete, the dormitory will house 90 female 
students in 46 safe and secure rooms.  The construction 
cost for a dormitory room is $20,000, and furnishings for 
each room will cost an additional $6,500.  

http://www.eocumc.com/threerivers/
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Three Rivers District, we have the opportunity to make a difference in the lives of those whom God is using to 
make a difference in Africa and the world!  Will you respond? 
 

Commitments have already been made to this worthy expression of hope.  I am overwhelmed with joy to 
announce that Roscoe United Methodist Church has made a three-year commitment of $20,000 to build a 
room!  I can also joyfully announce that the bishop’s cabinet has collectively committed $40,000 for the 
building of two rooms!  That’s three rooms by one church and ten district superintendents!  
 

In light of the combined generous $60,000 gift of the Roscoe church and the Bishop’s cabinet, I prayerfully 
invite the Three Rivers District to step up with a matching commitment of $60,000.  I step out in faith believing 
that you, the churches of the Three Rivers District, can meet and even exceed this challenge.  
 

$60,000 is a BIG number, but think of it this way…If every church in the Three Rivers district made a 
commitment of $1,000 (over three years) we would exceed the challenge.  Of course, some churches can do 
much more, and some may need to do less, but together we can reach this goal to make a difference in the 
lives of women attending African University.  
 

I encourage you to announce this challenge in your churches during worship, with your mission and outreach 
teams, with UMW, UMYF, and UMM.  Then, at this year’s spring district conference (Sunday, April 26 at 3pm), 
you will have the opportunity to bring your church’s pledge and present it during a special time of worship.  
 

Commitment cards and promotional materials available for download here.  Contact the district for these 
and other resources or let us know if you would like to invite a speaker to share about this campaign during 
worship or with your administrative council.  Until spring district conference, I ask you to join me in prayer for 
the Reach • Teach • Bless campaign, and for the commitment each church will prayerfully consider making.    
 

Together, in the strength of the Lord, we can do this!  
 

Rev. Ed Fashbaugh, DS  
Three Rivers District 

Teach • Reach • Bless is an East Ohio Conference mission initiative to raise $1.5 million to build and 
furnish a residence hall for female students at Africa University because our Conference is committed to 
improving the education and wellness of women today for a better Africa tomorrow.  To date, the 
campaign has received $479,590 in commitments and donations. To support the campaign, write a 
check payable to your church and include Teach • Reach • Bless on the memo line.  Church treasurers 
should send all collected campaign donations to the Conference lockbox and include the amount on 
their church remittance form under Fund 9915. 

https://www.eocumc.com/teachreachbless/resources.html
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“OUT OF THE BOX” RECAP 
On the Saturday of Super Bowl weekend (Feb. 1) over 100 people from Three Rivers District (and other 
districts) gathered at Millersburg UMC for the Three Rivers’ Church Vitality Training Event.  Truly an “out of the 
box” experience, participants were introduced to new ways of being the church.  Recognizing that past church 
models have lost their effectiveness for church growth, discipleship, and administration, workshop leaders 
shared ideas for unique approaches to connect with new communities while also strengthening current 
congregations.  Keynote speaker, Rev. Kelly Brown, set the tone when he introduced Catalyst Faith 
Communities.  These groups are built on an affinity of interests or goals.  From this launch pad, we can re-
imagine the function of the church, outside the church walls.  New relationships create opportunities to share 
the Gospel.  Through discipleship we can move these new communities towards life-changing faith in Christ.  
This unifying mission was reiterated at the end of the day when all were invited to remember their baptisms. 
 

Thank you to the 67 persons who filled out evaluations as they will be helpful to the leadership and design 
teams in planning future events.  Is it bragging to say the evaluations were GREAT?!  They were!  Registrations, 
hospitality, workshops, worship, all received high marks. The evaluations clearly indicated this was a high 
quality event.  One individual wrote, “Best series of practical application workshops ever!” 
 

The evaluations also provided constructive criticism on how to make the event even better. There were those 
who said more time was needed in the workshops; the event could be scheduled for the entire day with lunch; 
perhaps even include a service project option. Every idea that was listed will be carefully reviewed by the 
leadership committee as they begin planning for the next church vitality training event.  
 

Thank you to the design team and their work on developing and 
implementing such a great event! 
Thank you to Rev. Susan Stevens for designing the event logo. 
Thank you to Millersburg UMC, and Rev. Paula Koch, for their 
exceptional service and hospitality!  
Thank you to our workshop leaders and keynote speaker, Rev. Kelly Brown!  
Thank you to our district assistant, Joy Snyder, for ALL the many ways she worked to make this a great event!!  
Thank you to all those who gave up a portion of their Saturday to learn new ways to think out of the box as we 
serve THE mission to make disciples for the transformation of the world!    
 

ARMSTRONG TO SERVE AS EOC LAY SERVANT DIRECTOR 
Bishop Malone has named Mandy Armstrong (Plainfield UMC) to serve as the Conference 
Director of Lay Servant Ministries beginning July 1.  In this position, Mandy will chair the 
Conference Committee on Lay Servant Ministries and will serve on the Board of Laity.  
Peggy Sutherin, the current director, highly recommended Mandy as a deeply committed 
disciple and effective leader. 

 

        UMW 2020 SPRING MEETING 
Sat, April 4 (8:30 AM - 1:00 PM) at Grace UMC (422 Walnut St, Coshocton) 

  Registrations are available through your Unit President. 
 REGISTRATION DEADLINE: March 30, 2020       COST: $7.00 includes lunch. 
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TR CLERGY & RETIREES FELLOWSHIP WITH THE DS 
Don’t forget to send your RSVP by March 5 for the Clergy District Gathering on Saturday, March 14.  Clergy will 
meet together as the guest of Rev. Ed and Amy Fashbaugh for a fellowship breakfast prior to attending the 
movie I Still Believe.  Each pastor should have received your invitation.  If not, we apologize and ask that you 
contact the district office.  Breakfast will be served at 9 AM at a Coshocton location to be determined based 
on number of RSVPs.  Each pastor will receive notification regarding location the week of the event.  Clergy 
will receive their free movie passes at the breakfast or contact Joy for other arrangements if you prefer to 
meet at the theater.  Clergy and their families will then join other movie-goers from our local churches at the 
Shelby Theater in the Coshocton Plaza for a private 10:30 showing.  
 

“Amy and I are looking forward to sharing this time with all of you!”  
Rev. Ed Fashbaugh, TR DS 
 

MOVIE EVENT  
Three Rivers District has arranged for a private showing of the movie I Still Believe 
at 10:30 a.m. on March 14 at the Shelby Theater (Coshocton Downtowner Plaza).  
The movie focuses on the love and loss in the life of Jeremy Camp, Dove Award 
Winning and Grammy Nominated Christian music singer and songwriter.  (Movie is 
rated PG for kissing and thematic issues of grief. The trailer can be seen on the internet.)   
 

The district has approximately 200 tickets for this showing.  These tickets are $4 each and are available in any 
quantity for your church outreach on a first come, first serve basis. 
    Tickets will be available through Friday, March 13 at 3 p.m. by contacting the district office. 
 

This would be a good event for members of your church as a congregational outing or a community outreach.  
The district office has also arranged with Shelby Theater a $3 snack combo of small drink and small popcorn 
during this 10:30 a.m. showing on Saturday, March 14. 
  

FEBRUARY 2020 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

16 

 
17 
 

18 19 
 

20 
 

21 
2019 MM 
Funding 
Evaluations Due 

22 

23 
 

24 
 

25 
 

26 

Ash 
Wednesday 

27 
10 AM  

Mission & 
Ministry Mtg 

28 
 

29 

 

CABINET  

Office Closed: Rev. Ed available via cell/text   
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MARCH 2020 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
AC Member 
Registration 
opens Mar. 1 

on the AC 
2020 website. 

2 
Cabinet/ 
Regional 
Meetings 

3 
 

4 
 

5 
DS Seminary 

Visits 

6 
 

7 
General Conf 
2020 Forum 

10 AM- Noon 
See info below 

8 
Day Light 

Savings Time 

9 
Nominations 
Committee 

2 PM 

10 
Finance 

Committee 
3 PM 

 

11 

Office Closed 
EOC Day of 
Visioning 

12 
 

13 

 
14 
10:30 a.m. 

District 
Movie 
Event  

See page 4 

15 
 

16 
 

17 18 19 
 

20 
Lay Servant 
Basic Only 
Training  
7-9 PM 

Roscoe UMC 

21 
TR dCOM 
interviews 
Cosh Grace 
Lay Servant 

Training  
Basic/Certified 

8A-4P 

22 
 

23 
 

24 25 
 

26 
 

27 
Office Closed 
 

28 

29 
 

30 

Lay Servant 
Committee 

6:30 PM 

31 
 

Upcoming Cabinet Dates: March 31 – April 2  and  April 21-23 
District Spring Conference:  April 26 at 3 PM at Roscoe UMC 
General Conf 2020 Forum:   March 7 from 10 a.m. - noon 
The Protocol of the Reconciliation & Grace through Separation will 
be presented. Members of the East Ohio GC delegation and Bishop 
Malone will give leadership to this forum which will be held at 
Garfield Memorial UMC in Pepper Pike.  It will be live-streamed on 
the conference website. Local churches will be notified as more 
satellite locations for viewing become available.  

 

 

CABINET  

CABINET 
Mar 31- 

Apr 2  

https://www.eocumc.com/ac/index.html
https://www.eocumc.com/ac/index.html
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EAST OHIO SUMMER CAMP REGISTRATION IS OPEN 
Church camp builds self-esteem!  You kids will experience faith, responsibility, and cooperation as part of a 
caring community.  In a world where it is hard to be a kid and it is hard to be a parent, let East Ohio Camps be 
your partner in faith and the development of your child.  A variety of events to choose from: Sports! Drama! 
Water! Horses! Great places! Great experiences! All with trained, caring staff. Contact your local church or 
East Ohio Conference Camps at 330-499-3972 x108, or visit us at www.EOCSummercamps.org. 
 
50+ Years of East Ohio Camps:  East Ohio Camps have been making and maturing disciples of Jesus Christ for 
50 plus years.  Pioneers and visionaries saw the need for sites and programs in 
creation where people gathered to experience spiritual birth, growth, and 
renewal.  There are thousands of people, now scattered all over the world or 
living in the great beyond with their Savior, who would call East Ohio Camps 
their spiritual birthplace or home.   Our hope is that you and your family will 
become a part of this rich history by participating in the 2020 Summer Camp 
program.  Our prayer is that East Ohio Camps will become a spiritual home for 
your family.   For information on Summer Camps, contact your local church or 
visit EOCSummercamps.org  or call at 330-499-3972 X 108. 
The district office has a few camping yard sales on hand; other materials available through EOC camp office. 
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